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On the 9th of March I wrote to him, requiting 
hiB counsel whetlwr I ahoiJd this spring come to 
London. I stated to him on the one nand some p&< 
cantai^ embarrassments, which, together with my 
wife's situation at that time, made me hcshAte ; an^ 
m the other, the pleasure aad improvement which 
my annual viut to tlie metropolis always afforded me ; 
ami particularly mentioned a peculiar satisfaction 
which I ezpenenced in celebrating the feativai of 
Easter ki St. Paul's cathedral ; that to my faacf it 
appeared like going up to Jerusalem at the feaat of 
the Passover ; and that tbe striHig derotios which I 
^t on tbat occasion difiiised its innnenceoB my mind 
through the rest of the year. 

" TO JAMES BOSWELb, IS«. 
DEiB SIR, ^ \tahqflSardL\ 

" I AH ashamed to think that since I reoeired 
your letter I hare passed so many days without an- 
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" I think there is no great difficulty in remlTing 
your doubts. The reastns for which you Kre inclined 
to visit London are, I think, not of sufficient strength 
to answer the objections. That you should delight 
to come once a year to the fountain of intelligence 
and pleasure, is very natural ; but both information 
and pleasure must be regulated by propriety. Plea- 
sure, which cannot be obtained but by unseasonable 
or unsuitable expense, must always ena in pain ; and 
pleasure, which must be enjoyed at the e^iense of 
another's pain, can never he snch as a worthy mind 
can fully delight in. 

"What improvement you might gain by coming- 
to London, you may easily supply or easily commn- 
sate, by enjoining yourself some particular study at 
hoBie, or opening some new avenue to information. 
Edinburgh is not yet. exhausted ; and I am sure you 
will find no pleasure here which can deserve either 
that you should .anticipate any part of your Atture 
fortune, or that yoa diould condemn yourself and 
ytmt lady to penurious frugality for the 'rest (^ tbe 
year. 

" I need not tell yon what regard you owe to Mrs. 
Boswell's entreaties ; or how miu^h y«i ought to study 
the happincfis of her who studies yours with so mucn 
diligmce, and of whose kindness you enjoy such good 
effects. Life cannot subust in society but by red- 
procal coDcessions. She permitted you to nunbte last 
year, you must permit her now to keep you at home. 

" Your last reason is so serious, that I am unwill- 
ing to oppose it. Yet you must remember, that 
your ima^ of. wor8lii{nitng once a year in a certain 
place, in imitation of the Jews, is but a comparison ; 
and iimiU non est idem; if tie annual resort to Je- 
rusalem was a duty to the Jews it was a duty be- 
cause it was commanded; and you have no such 
command, therefore no such duty. It may be dan- 
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jgeroufl t9 receive too readily, and iodu]^ too fondlv , 
«minions, from whidi, perhaps, no ptous ndoA » 
■ Wholly disengaged, <^ local sanctity and local de- 
Totwn. You know what strange effects they have 
produced over a ^eat part of the ChriHtian world. 
I am now writing, and you, when you read this, are 
reading under the Eye of Omnipresence. 

" To what degree fancy is to be admitted into re- 
TigiouB offices, it would require much deliberation to 
determine. I am &r from intending totally to ex- 
clude it. Fancy is a £u:iilty bestowedby our Creator, 
and it is reasonaUe that all his gifts should be used 
to his ^ory, that all our Acuities should co-operate 
in his worship ; but they are to co-operate according 
to the will of him that gSiVe them, according to the 
«rder which his frisdom has estaMiahed. As cere- 
monies prudential or conrenient are less otdigatory 
than positive ordinances, aa bodily worship is only 
the token to others or ourselres of mental adoration, 
so Fancy is always to act in subordinatitai to Reason. 
We may take j'ancyfor a companion, but must follow 
Beason as onr guide. We may allow Fancy to sug- 
gest certain ideas in certain places ; but Beason must 
always be heard, when she tells us, that those ideas 
ajid those places have no natural or necessary relation. 
"When we enter a church we habitually recall to mind 
the duty of adoration, but we must not omit adora- 
tion for want Of a temple; because we know, and 
onglit to remember, that the Universal Lord is every 
where present ; and that, therefore, to come to Jona, 
or to .Terusaleni, though it may be useful, cannot be 
necessary. 

"Thus I have answered your letter, and have not 
answered it negligently. I love you too well to be 
careless when you are serious. 

" I think I shfdl be very diligent next week about 
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our trarels, which I bare tos loa^ Defected. I unj 
dear sir, 

■" Your moet, &c. 

" Sam. JOHKSOK." 
" CompIimeiitB to Madam and Misa." 

TO THE SAHE. 



"TuE lady who delivers this lias a lawsuit, in 
wliicli glie desires to make use oF vour sldlt and elo- 
quence, and she seems to tliiuk tnat she shall have 
something more of both for a recpmnieiidation fcom 
me; which, though I know how IitUe you want any 
external incitement to your duty, I could not refuse 
her, because I know that at least it will not hurt her, 
to tell you that I wish her welL I am, sir, 

" Your most humble' servant, 
" BUy 10, 1774.- - " Sam. Johnson." 

" MR. BOSWEU. TO DR. ioHNSON. 

» Edintiiu^, May 12, t??!. 
" Lord Haii-es has begged of me to offer you 
his best respects, and to transmit to you specimens of 
' Annals of Scotland, from tjie Accession of Malcolm 
JEenmore to the Death of James V.' in drawinE up 
which, lua Lordship has been engaged for some time. 
His Lordship writes to me thus : ' If I could procure 
Dr. Johnson's criticisms, they would be of great use 
to me in the prosecution of my work, as they would 
be judicious and true. 1 hare no right to ask that 
favour of him. If you could, it would highly oblige 
me." 
" Dr. Blair reciuesta you may be assured- that h« 

D,5,l;f..b,GOOgle 



Mt».t. 6£0 DR. JOHNSON. 5 

did not irrite to London what vou siud to him, «nd 
that neither by wwd nor letter nas he made the IcMt 
complaint of you ; but on the contrary has a high 
respect for you, and loves you much mcve stnce be 
saw you in Scotland. It would both divert and please 
you to see bis eagerness about this matter." 

" TO JAMES BOSWELt, ES9- 

" OEAK SIB, " StnuhuD, Juw 13, 1774- 

"Vksterdat 1 put the first aheets of the 

' Journey to the Hebrides' to tiie press. I hare en- 

deavooied to do you some justice is the first |»r»- 

grapk. It will be one rohime in octaro, not thick. 

" It will be proper to make some presents in Scot- 
land. Yon shall tell me to whom I shall ^ve; and 
I have stipulated twenty-five for you t») give in your 
own name. Some will take the present better from 
me, others better from you. In Uiis, yon who are to 
live in "the place ought to direct Consider it. What- 
wer you can get for my purpose send me ; and make 
ny compliments to your lady and both the young 



" MR. BOSWELL TO DR. L 

"Edinbuigh, June 24, 1774. 
" You do not acknowledge the reoeipt of the 
rartons padieta which I have sent to you. Neither 
can I previdl with you to answer my letters, tJiough 
you honour me with returns. You have said nothing 
to me about poor Goldsmith,' nothing ahoat Langton. 
"I have received for you, bam the Society for 

J Dr. GaUanuth died April 4, tlu» y«»r. 

B 3 
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propaeatiDg Christiim Knowledge in Scotland, tiie. 
following Erae books: — 'The New Testament;' — 
'Baxter's Call;'— 'The Confession of Ftuth of the 
Assembly of Dirines at Westmin*^;' — 'The Mo- 
ther's Catechism ;' — ' A Gaelick and Englisb Voca- 
bulary'.' '■ ' 



" I WISH you coi^d have looked over my boc^ b^ 
fore the printer, but it could not easilv be. I suspect 
some mist^ces; but as I deal, perhaps, more in 
notions than in facts, the natter is jiot ga'eat, and tiie 
second edition will be mended, if any such there be. 
The press will go on slowly for a time, because I am 
going into Wales to-morrnw. 

" I should be very sorry if I appeared to treal such 
a character as Lord Hailes otherwise than with high 
respect. I return the sheets/ to which I have done 
what misdiief I could; and finding it so little, 
diought not much of sending them. The narrative 
is clear, lirely, and short. 

" I have' done worse to Lwrd H^les than by neg- 
lecting bis sheets : I have run him in debt. Dr. 
Home, tie President of Magdalen College in Oxford, 
wrote to me about, three mouths ago, that he pur- 
posed to reprint Walton's Lives, and desired me to 
contribute to the woHc : my answer was, that Lord 
Hules intended the same publication ; fad Dr. Home 
bas resigned it to him. His Lordship must now 
tbink seriously about it. - 

' I nusebookiDi. JobiMDn preeenled tothe Bodlum Libm;. 
- 8 Onceover endo^ng: diem, Di. Johnnii nrote, "|f my de- 
lay has pveo any reason for supjnGiDg ihat 1 have not a wrj deep 
sense ftf the bqnoui dooe me by asking my judgement, I am mj 
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" Of poor dear Dr. Ooldsmith there islit^e to be 
told, Buire thaja the papers have made pubJick. He 
died of a ferer, made, I am afraid, more violent by 
nneasiiieBB <rf mind. His debts b(%an to be heavy, 
and all his resources were exhausted. Sir Joshua is 
of opinion that he owed not less than two thousand 
pounds. Was evet poet so trusted before ? 

" You may, if you please, put the inscription thus : 
' Maria Scotorum Regina nata 15 — > a suts in 
exiHam acta 15 — , ab kospitA neci data 15 — .' You 
must find the years. 

- " Of your second daughter you certainly gave the 
account yourself, though you have forgotten it. 
While Mrs. Boswell is well, never doubt of a boy. 
Mrs. Thrale brought, I think, fire girls running, but 
while I was with ;ou she had a bey. 

" I am obliged to you for all your pamphlets, and 
of the last I hope to make some use. I made some of 
the former. I am, dear sir, 

" Your most affectionate servaM, 
•* Jul/*, 177*." " Sam. Johnson." 

" My compliments to all the three ladies." 



g; 



" DEAR SIR, 

" You have reason to reproach me that I have 
left your last letter so long unanswered, but I had 
nothmg particular to say. Chambers, you find, is 
— e far, and poor Goldsmith is gone much Airther. 
died of a fever, exasperated, as I believe, by the 
■fear of distress. He had rmsed money and squandered 
it, by every artifice of acquisition and folly of expense. 
K)t let not his frailties be remembered; he was a 
very great man. 
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" I have just begun to print my Journey to the 
Hebrides, and uu leaving tne press to take another 
journey into Walesj whither Mr. Thr^ is going-, to 
take ptwseasion of, at least, five hundred a year, 
fallen to his lady. All at Streatham, that are alive, 
are well. 

" I have never recovered from the last dreadful ill- 
ness, but flatter myself that I grow gradually better ; 
much, however, yet remains to mend. Ku'fis ikiijcoy. 

" If you have the Latin vernon of Busy, curiout, 
ihirttyjly, be so kind as to transcribe and send it ; 
but you need not be in haste, for I shall be I know 
not where, for at feast five weeks. I wrote the fol- 
lowing tetrastick on poor Goldsmith : 

" Tov Tiiipov tKTogdiif ny 'OXi^ao.'oK), xov/ijv 

OTffi fiEftijXt fvtrtf, fiirfwv X"f'f i «fy« txXaiuiv 
VLXaltrg woiijriii', isTo'fixsv, ^urixtr, 

" Please to make my most respectful compliments 
to all the ladies, and remember me to young George 
and his sisters. I reckon George begms to shew a. 
pur of heels. 

" Do not be sullen now, but let me find a letter 
when 1 come back. I am, dear Mr, 

" Your affectionate, humble servant, 
« July 6, 1774." , " Sam. Johnson." 



" Llettenny, ia Denbtgiubire, Augun IG, 1774. 



" Mx. Thrale'b aff^rs have licpt him here 
a great while, nor do I know exactly when w« 
shdl come hence. I hare sent you a bill upon Mr. 
Strahan. 
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" I bare made nothing of the Ipecacoauha, but 
hare taken abundance of pills, and hope that they 
hare done me good.- 

" Wales, so iar as I have yet seen of it, ia a rary 
beautiful and rich country, all endoeed, and planted: 
Denbigh is not a mean town- Make my ccmiplinieuts 
to all my friends, and tell Frank I hope he remembers 
my advice. When his money is out, jet bim have 
more. I am, sir, 

" Your humble servant, 

" Sam, Johnson." 

" mb. boswzll to dr. johnsott. 

" Edillbn^0^ Aug, 30, t77<. 
" Yon baTt mven me an inscription for a portrait 
of Mary Queen of Scots, in wliich you, in a short and 
striking manner, point out her hard iate. But joa 
will be pleased to Keep in mind, that my picture is a 
representationof a particular scene in her history; her 
being forced to resign her crown, while she was im- 

Erisoned in the castle of Lochlevio. I must, there- 
ire, beg that you n^ be kind enough to give me an 
inscription suited to that particular scene ; or deter- 
mine which of tlie two formerly transmitted to you is 
, the best ; and at any rate, fiirour me with an English 
. translation. It will be doubly kind if you comply 
with my request speedily. 

" Your criticid notes on the specimen »f Lord 
Hailes's 'Annalsof Scotland' areescellent.- I agreed 
with you on every one of them. He himself objected 
oidy to the alteration atjree to brave, in the passa^ 
vhere he says that Edward ' departed with the glory 
due to the conqueror of a free people.' He says, to 
call the Scots brave would only add to the glory of 
their conquerco-. You will make allowance for the . 
uAtioiuI zeal of our annalist I now send a few more 
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leaves of the Aaoth, which I fa(f« yon will penue, 
and retnm with (^Merrations, u you did upon the 
former occasion. Lord Hailes writes to me thu*: 
' Mr. Bosweli will be pleased to express the grateful 
aense wMdi Sir Darid Dalrymple has of Dr. Johnson's 
attention to his little Bpecimen. The further speci- 
men will shew, that 

' Even in u Edaiard be am N« deMtt.' 



have been in a mistake in thinking that Lord Hailes 
had it in view. 1 remember one morning, while he 
sat with you in my house, he aaiA, that there should 
be a new edition of Walton's Lives; and you said 
that ' they should be be noted a litde.' This was all 
that passed on that subject. You must, therefore^ 
inforni Dr. Home, that he may resume his plan. I 
enclose a note concerning it; and if Dr. Home will 
write to me, all the attention that I can give shall be 
dieerfuUy bestowed, upon what I think a pious work, 
tlie preservation and elucidation of Walton, by whose 
writings I have been most pleasin^y edified." 



" HR. BOSWELI. TO pa. J0HN8OK. 

" Edmbnrgh, Sept 1«, 1774. 
" Wales has probably detained you longer than 
I BDpposed. You will have become quite a moun- 
taineer, by visiting Scotland one year and Wales an- 
other. You must next go to Switserland. Cambria 
will complain, if you do not honour her also with 
some remarks. And I find eaneettere ctAomia, the 
booksellers expect another book. I am inuutfieKt 
to see your ' Tour to Scotland aad. the Heoridn.' 
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Mifl^t yoa not send me & ci^f by tl 
as It is printed off?" 



i BO a WELL, ESQ. 



" Yesterday I returned from my Welib 
journey. I was 8on7 bo leave my bot^ BDBpended ao 
long; bot having an opportunity of seeing, with so 
much conTenience, a new port m the island, I couM 
not reject it. I hare been -in fire of the six counties 
of North Wales ; and have seen St. Asaph and Ban- 
gor, the two seats of their Bishops ; have been upon 
Penmaamaur and ^lowdeti, ana passed over mto 
Anglesea. But Wales is so little difierent &om 
EnglaiKt, that it offers notliing to the speculation of 
the traveller. 

" When I came home, I found several of your 
papers, with some pages of X<ord Hailes's Annals, - 
which I will ctmsider. I am in haste to give you 
some accoent of myself, lest ytm should suspect me 
of negligence in the pressing business which 1 fi 



" In the distribotion of my bodes I purpose to 
follow your advice, adding such as shall occur to me. 
I am not pleased with your notes of remembnmce 
added to your names, for I hope I shall not easily 
fbrget them. 

" I have received four Erse bodis, without anj 
direction, and suspect that they are iirte»ded far the 
Oxford lilWaFy. If that is tke intention, I think it 
win be proper to add l^ metric^ psalms,, and whst' 
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ever elae is prioted in Erse, that the present may ht 
complete. The donor's name should be told. 

" I wish you could have read the book before 
it wga printed, but our distance does not easily 
permit it. 

" I am sorry Lord Hailes does not intend to publish 
Walton ; I am afraid it will not be done so well, if it 
- be done at all. 

" I purpose now to drive the book forwards Make 
my compliments to Mrs. Boswell, and let me hear 
often from you. 1 am, dear sir, 

" Your affectionate humble servant, 
" Ixmdon, Oetob. 1, 177*." " Sam. Johnson." 

This tour to Wales, which was made in company 
with Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, though it no dgubt con- 
tributed to his health and amusement, did not give 
an o«»sion to such a discursive exercise of his mind 
as our tour to the Hebrides. 1 do not find tliat he 
kept any journal or notes of what he saw there- 
All that 1 heard him say of it was, tliat " instead 
of bleak and barren mountains, there were ^reen iuid 
fertile ones; apd that one of the castles m Wales 
would contain all the castles that he had seen in 
Scotland." , 

Parliament having been dissolved, and his friend 
Mr. Thrale, who was a steady supporter of government, 
having again ta encounter the storm of a contested 
election, he wrote a short political pamphlet, entitled 
" The Patriot,"" addressed to the electors of Great- 
Britain ; a Utle which, to lactious men, who consider 
a patriot only as an opposer of the measures of 
gdvemmait, will appear strangely misapplied. It 
was, however, written with enersetick vivacity; and, 
except those passages in which it eudeavours to Tin- 
dicate the glaring outrage of the House of Commons 
in the case of the Middlesex election, and to justify 
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ttt« attempt to reduce our fellov-subjecta in America . 
to unconditional submiifsion, it contained an admirable 
display of the pro]>ertie3 of a real patriot, iu the ori- 
ginal and genuine sense ; — a sincere, steady, rational, 
and unbiassed friend to the interests and prosperity 
nf his King and cnuntry. It must be acknowledged, 
however, tjiat both in this and his two former pam- 
phlets, there was, amidst many powerful argnments> 
hot only a considerable portion of sophistry, but » 
contemptuous ridicule of his opponents, which waft 
yery pruTobing. 



' TO MR. PERKINE. 



" You may do me a very great fiirour. Mrs. 
Williams, a gentlewoman whom you mar* hare seen 
at Mr. Thrale's, is a petitioner for Mr. Hetheriug- 
ton's charity; petitions are this day issued at Christ's 
Hospital. 

" I am a bad manager of business in a crowd ; and 
if I should send a mean man, he may be put away 
witliout his errand. I must therefore enb-eat that 
yon wilt go, and ask for a petition for Anna Wil- 
liams, whose^ paper of inquiries was delivered with 
answers at the counting-house of the hospital on 

1 Mr. Feildns was for a. number of jean die worth; supenn- 
fandant of Mr. Thrale's great brewery, Mid after his death becanw 
meof the prapnetonof it; and now rendes in Mr. Thrale'i booie 
ID Soulhwark, wbidi wu Clie axne of bo tnaay llleraiy meetiagi, 
vA in which he onitiDues the liberal bospitalin for which it wa0 
eminanL Di. Johnson esleemed bim much He hung up in the 
countiiigJiouse a Gne proof of the sdmiiBble mezzotinto ot Dr. 
Johnrnti, by Doughty; and wheti Mrs. Thiale asked him Bcsne. 
what Bippantly, '■'■ Why ilo you put him up is the couatiog* 
Ixnue?" He uiEwered, " Because, mdilBin, I wiab to have ihic 
wise mas there." " Sir (swd Johnson), I Ihank you. It if a 
very handaonie compliinait, and I beBeve you cpeak rinenely." 
VOL. ifl. ' C 
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ThuTSdAy the 30tii. My serraat wiU Bttend you 
tMtber, and bring the petition home wlien you 
hare it. 

" The petittnn, whick tb^ are to gire ub, it a form 
wbich the^ delivCT to erery petitioner, and which the 
petitioner is afterwards to fiU up, and return to them 
again. This we muat have, or we cannot proceed 
according to their directions. - You need, T believe, 
only ask for a petition ; if they inquire for whom you 
>ak, you can tell them. 

" I beg pardon for giving you this trouble ; but it 
is a matter of great importance. 1 am, sir, 

" Your mort humble servant, 
" Octob. 26, m*."^ " Sam. Johnson." 

" TO JAMES BOSWBLL, ESQ. 



" Therb has appeared lately in tlie papers an 
account (^ a boat overset between Mull and Ulva,.'in 
which many paaeengers were lost, and among them 
Maclean of Col. We, you know, were once drowned ; ' 
I hope, therefore, Giit the story is either wantonly 
Of erroaeously told. Prt,y satisfy me by the next 
peat. 

" I have printed two hundred and forty pages. I 
am able to do nothing much worth doug to dear 
Lord Hailea's book. 1 wiD, however, send back th« 
sheets; and hope, by decrees, to answer all your 
reasonable expectations. 

" Mr. Thrale has happily surmounted a very vi*. 
lent and acrimonious opposition; but aU joys bare 
their abatement: Mrs. Thrale has fallen from her 
horse, and hart herself .very much. The nat of our 

1 f n the nm-fufnt. 

'.oogic 
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firiendi, I beliere, an well. Myccmoplimeiits t« Un. 
BosweU. I am sir, 

" Your most afiectionate servant, 
*' LeadoB, OsMb. V7, 1774." " Sam. Juhhson." 

ThiB letter, which Bhews his tender concern for an 
amiable young gentleman to whom he had been very 
much otuiged in the Hebridea, I hare inserted ac- 
cording to ita date, though before reoeiring it I had 
iDfi)rmed him of the melancholy erent that the young 
Laird (tf Col wan anfortuuately drowned. 

" TO MMES B0BWEI.L, ESQ. 



" Last night I corrected the last page of our 
' Joumej^ to the Hebridea.' "The printer has detained 
it all this time, for I 1^, before I went into Wales, 
written all except two ilieets, 'The Patriot' was 
called for by my political fiiends on Friday, was 
written on Saturday, and I have heard little of it. 
So rague are conjectures at a distance.' As soon as 
I can, I will take care that cc^ies be sent to you, 
for I would wish that they might be given before 
they are bought ; but I am airaid that Mr. Strahan 
will send to you and to the booksellers at the same 
timel Trade is as diligent aa courtesy. 1 have 
mentioned all that you recommended. Pray make 
mv compliments to Mrs. Boswell and the younglings. 
The club has, 1 think, not yet met. 

" Tell me, and tell me nonestly, what you think 

1 AHuding to a puiage in a letter of iniQe, where speaking of 
bit" Journey to the Hcbridt*," I wj' "Buthunot 'TheFMnat' 
b«cn m intenuptioni by die tim« taken to mite it, and the time 
luzmioiady i^ieot in listening to iu ^plwisu?" 
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and what others say of our travels. Shall we touch 
the continent ? ' I am, dear sir, ' 

" Your most humble servant, 

" Not. 26, 1774." " SaM. JohfsON." 

In hia maauacript diary o£ this year, there is the 
fbUowing entry : 

"Nov. 27.' Advent Sunday. I considered tlud; 
ihis day, being the beginning of the ecdesiaatical 
year, was a proper time for a new course of lif^. 
I began to read the Greek Testament ,regalarly at 
l6o verses every Sunday. This day I began die 

" In this week I read Virgil's Pastorals. 1 learned 

repeat the PoUio ■ -^ •■ 
tie jirst Georgick." 

Such endettces uf his unceasing ardour, both for 
"divine and human lore," irhen advanced into hia 
dixty-fifth year, and notwithstanding his many dis- 
turbances aom disease, tnust make us at once honour 
bis spirit, and lament that it should be so grievously 
clogged by its material tegument. It is remarkable, 
that he was very fond of the precision which calcula- 
tion produces. Thus we find in one of his manuscript 
diaries, " 12 pages in 4to Gr. Test, and 30 pages ui' 
JJ/eza's folio, comprize the whole'in 40 days," 

" DS. JOHNSON TO JOHN HQOL&, KSQ. 
", UEAR sia, 

" I HAVE returned your play,' which you will 
&)d underscored with red, where there was a word 
which I did not like. The red will be washed off 
with a little water. 

1 We hKd projected BTOyageti^etha up the Biltk^iod Calked 
«f Tiuttng Ktaie of tJut Hiore nortbrni r^ioiu. 

2 "tSonice." 



I 
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" Tiie jdot is so well finattd, the intricacy so 
aitlul, and the disentanglenusnt sn «Bsy, the sUBpeBse 
so affecting, and the passitmate parts ao proper^ io- 
teiposed, that I hare no doubt of its success. I am. 



"Dmnibaig, ]77J>" 

, The first effort of his pen in 1775, was, "Proposals 
forpuUiahing the Wtn^sof Mn. Charlotte Lennoz,"t 
in three rolumes qnarto. In his diary, January 2, 
I find tiis entry : " Wrote Charlotte's Proposals." 
But, indeed, the internal evidence would hare been 
quite sufficient. Her claim to the &Tour pf the 
publick was thus enforced : 

" Most of the pieces, as they appeared ^gly, 
hitTe been read with ^tprobation, perhaps above their 
merits, but of no great adnuttage to the writer. She 
hopes, therefore, that she shall not be considered as 
too indulgent to vanity, or too studious of interest, 
if from that labour which has hitherto been chiefly 
gainful to other^, she endeavours to obtain at last 
some profit tA herself and h«r diildren. She cannot 
decently enforce her daim by the praise of her own 
performances: nor can ^e suppose, that, by the most 
artful and laboured address, any additional notice 
could be mocured to a puUication, c^ which Her 
Majesty has condescended to be the patrone»." 

He this year also wrote the Preiace to Baretti'a 
" Easy Lessons in Italian and EDgltsh."t 

" TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 



" You never did ask for a book by the post till 
now, and I did not think on it. You see n*Hr it js 
done. I aent one to the King, and 1 hear he tikes it< 
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" I shall send a parcel into Scotland for presents, 
Mid intend to gire to manv of m^ friends. In your 
t»talog:ue you left mit Lord Auchinleck. 
" " Let me know, as fast as you read it, how you 
like it; and let me know if any mistake is com'- 
initted, or any thing important left out. I wish you 
could have seen the sheets. My compliments to 
Mrs. Boswell, and to Veronica, and to all my friends. 

" Your moat humWe servant, 
« JW1US17 14, 1776." ■ " Sam. Johnson." 



" MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON. 

" Eilinbur^, Jan, 19, 1775. 

" Be pleased to accept of my hest thanks for 
your .' Journey to the Heteides,' which came to me 
by last night's post. I did really ask the fitvour 
twice; but you hare heen even with me by granting 
it so speedily. Bis dat qui cito dat,- Though ill of a 
bad cold, you kept me up the greatest part of the last 
night : for T did not stop till I had r^d every word 
of your book. I looked back to our first talking of a 
visit to the Hebrides, which was many years ago, when 
sitting by ourselves in the Mitre tavern, in London, 
I think about Twitching time (/night; ajidthen exulted 
in contemplating oiir sclieme njlfilled, and a mona- 
, mentum perenne of it erected by your superiour 
abilities. I shall only say, that your book has af? 
forded nie a high gratification. I shall afterwards 
give you my thoughts on particular passages: In the 
mean time, I hasten to tell you of your having mis- 
taken two names, which you will correct in London, 
as I shaU do here, that the gentlemen who deserve 
the valuable complimeiits which you have paid them, 
may enjoy their honours. In-page 106, for Gordon 
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read Murckison; and in page 357, for Maclean read 

Macleod. 

" But I am now to apply to you for imitiediate aid 
in »y profesaion, whico you have never reTused to 
gT&nt wlien I requested it. I enclose you a petition 
fiir Dr. Memis, a physician at Aberdeen, in which 
Sir John Dalrymplo has exerted his talents, and 
which I am to .answer as Counsel for the managers 
of the Royal Infirmary in that city. Mr. Jopp, the 
Provostj who delivered to you your freedom, is one 
of nty clients, and, ax a citizen nf Aberdeen, you will 
support him. 

' " The feet is shortly this. In a translation of the 
charter of the Infirmary from I^tin into English, 
made uader the authority of the managers, the same 
phrase in the original is in one place rendered Phy- 
sician, but wtiei! applied to Dr. Memis is rendered 
Doctor of Medicine. Dr. Merais complained of this 
before the translation was printed, but was not 
indulged with haTing- it altered; and fae has brought 
an sctimi for damages, on account of a suppwed 
injury, as if the designation given to him was an in- 
feriour one, tending to make it be supposed he is not 
a Physician, and consequently to hurt his practice. 
My uther has dismissed the action as groundless, 
and now he has appealed to the whole Court.'" 

I In tbe Cfflirt of Saaaa of Scodand an Bcdon ia first tried hj 
<ne of 'the Judges, who is otlkd the Lord Onlinsi^ ; Bud iT either 
puty is diesMisfied, he may ^ipeal to Ihe whale Court, consisling 
of fifteen, the LordPiWdQit aud Gmrieen other Judges, who hare 
both in aai out of Coart the title of Lords, tram (he name of their 
(ttUcs; m. Lord Aochiideck, LocdMoahbddo, &c. 
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"TO JAUX3 BOSWELL, ESQ. 
" DBAR SIR, 

" I LONG to hear faov ymi like tJbe book; it is, 
J thnk, much liked here. But Macpheraon is very 
Airious; caa you giro me any more intelligence ahout 
him, or hix rln^f Do what you oka, uxl do it 
qnidrly. Is Lwd Hailes wi our side f 

" Fny let me knov what I owed you when I left 
you, that I may setid it to you. 

" I am goiDK to write about the Anerkans. If 
you hare picked up any hints among your lawyers, 
who are great msatars of the law ^ natiims, or if 
Taw own mind suggest any thbg, let me know. 
But mum, it it a secret. 

" I will send your parcel of books as soon as I can ; 
but I eaiiBOt do as I wish. However, you find every 
ikinR nwBtioned in the book which you recom- 
mended. 

" Lengtos is here ; we are all that erer we were. 
He is a worthy fellow, without malice, thongh not 
without resentment. 

" Poor Beauclerk is so ill, that his life is thought 
to be in danger. Lady Di nurses him with very great 
assiduity. 

" Heyndds has taken too mttch to stnaig liquor,* 
and seems to delight in his new character. 

" This is all the news that I have ; hut as you love 
verses, I will send you a few which I made upon 
Inchkenneth;' but remember the condition, you, 
shall not shew them, except to Lord Hailes, whom I 
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lore better than any mao whom I knotr so little. If 
be asks voa to transcribe them for bin, voumaj do 
it; but I think he must premise not to let tbem be 
copied agsuD, nor to shew them as mine. 

"I hare at last sent back Lord Hailes's sheets. I 
never think about returning them, because I alter 
nothing. You will see that I might as well hare kept 
them. However, I am ashamed of my delay; laii if 
I have the honour of receiving any more, promise 
punctually to return tbem by the next post. Make 
my compliments to dear Mrs. Bosvell, and to Miss 
Veronica. I am, dear sir, 

" Yours most faithfully, 
"Jan. I, 1776." " Sam. Johnson." ' 

" MR. BOSWELL 1 



- ■" You rate our lawyers here too high, wben you 
call them great masters of the law of natioos. 

1 He DOW sent me b LMdn ioscripdon tor my huCariciI pictoie 

Mary Queen of Scots, snd aftenrards ^loured me with an Englidi 

tnndation. Mi. Aldcnnan Bojdell, thai eminent Patron of the 

Ami, hu Bubjoined them u the engiaving tram my pktuie. 

" Maria Scotorum JUgina, 

Htrmin^im leditiiuorum 

Contumeliit lauata, 

Mi'nu lerrila, clamoribiu vida, 

Libello, per qurm 

Begno ctdit, 

l/acrimana trepidansqae 

" Mai; Queen of Scott, 

Hanssed, terrified, and oveipowered 

By the insults, menaces, 

And damours 

or her rebellious subjects. 

Sate her hand, 
Wuti tears and coniiudan, ^^ 
To a resignation of the kii^doiu-' 
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" Aa for mffldf, I MB wliMwd ta say I ti&re read 
Httk tnd thougbC Stde od tlw subject of America. 
I irill be much obliged to jau, if you vill direct me 
whwe I shall find ^e best infomation at what ia to 
he Mid oa ho& siHes. It is a lubject vast in its pre* 
aent esteat ind Aiture consequences. The iiaperiect 
liiats whicli aow float in my mind, t^id rmther to the 
formation <^ la o^nion that our gorenunent ho* been 
^edpitaitt and Krere in the reeolutiime talien agaiaat 
the Bostmuuu. Well do you know that I have no 
kiadnees for that race. But nations, or bodies of 
men, abeuldj as well as indiTidusls, have a fair trial, 
and not be condemned on character alone. Hare ive 
not express contracts with our colonies, which afford 
a more oertain Foundation of judgement, iJian general 
politicaj gpeculntions on the mutual rights of States 
and their provinces or colonies ? Pray let me know 
immediately what to read, and I shall diliguitly en- 
deavour to gather fen' you any thing that I can find. 
Is Burke's speech on American taxation published by 
himself? Is it autheutick? I retnember to have 
heard y<m say, that you had never considered East- 
Indifui affairs : though, surely, they are of much im- 
portance to Great-Britain. Under the recollection 
of this, I shelter myself from the reproach of ig- 
norance about tlie Americans. If you write upon the 
subject, 1 shall certainly understand it Biit, since 
you seem to expect that I should know something of 
it, without your instruction, and that my own mind 
should suggest something, I trust you wiU put me ia 
the way. 

" What does Becket mean by the Orisinals of 
Fingal and other poems of Oesian, which he adver- 
tises to hare lain in his shop?" 

****** 
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" TO JAMES BOSWSLL, B6Q. 
" DSAR BIH, 

" You smt me a cxm to catnider, in «hieb I have 
no Etcts bat whit are against lu, -aot an j principlct oa 
whidi to reamn. It is vain to try to write tiiua with< 
oat Mstcriala. Tbe Ktct Metna to ta agwoBt jrou ; at 
leMt I cannot know nor B37 any thing to tbe contraiy. 
I am glad that yon lik« 'a» bM so irell. I hen- no 
man of Maq>tiersoii. I thall long to know what 
Lord Mailc* says of it. Lend it Mm prir»toly. I 
dial) MBd the Mtrcel as soon ai I aai. Hake my 
eomplim^te to Mrs. BoBwalL I am, nr, &c. 
" Jmt. 28, \TJ6." " 8aii. JoHitaaK ." 

" MB. BOSWELL TO DB. JOHNSON. 

"EdMnt^ Fib, 2, 177ft. 
» * » » * » 
" As to Macpherson, I am anxious to hare 



yourself a &I1 and pointed account of what has passed 
hetween you and him. It is confidently told here, 
that before your hook came out he sent to you, to 
let ym know that he understood you meant to deny 
the authenticity of Ossian's poems; that the originals 
were in hie possession ; that you might have inspec- 
tion of them, and micht take the evidence of people 
skilled ID the £rse Singoage; and that he Doped, 
aft«r this &ir oder, you would not be so uncandid as 
to assert that he had refused reasonable proof. That 
fOBpeid no wgard to hia moaasge, but piuili^cd your 
Mrmg sttac^ upon him ; and then he wrote a Iett«r 
to TOQ, in such terms as he thought Suited to om who 
baa not acted as a man of veracity. Yon maybdieTe 
it iriTe»me pain to hear your conduct represented a» 
unfcrourable, white I can only deay what is said, «» 
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the gtoaad that your character refutes it, without 
having any information to oppose. Let me, I beg it 
of you, be furni.shed with a sufficteut answer tp aoy 
calumny upon this occasion. 

" Lord Hailes writes to me (for w« oonespopA 
more than we talk tegether), ' Aa to Fingal, I see a 
wntroversy arising, and purpose to keep out of its 
. way. There is no doubt that I might mention some 
circumstances; but I do not choose to commit them 
to pj^r.'' What his opinion is, I do not know. 
He says, ' I am singularly obliged to Dr. Johoson 
for his accurate and useful criticisms. Had he given, 
some strictures on the general plan of the wark, it 
would have added much to his fitvours.' He is 
charmed with your verses on Inchkenneth, says they 
are very elegajit, but bids me tell you he doubts 
whether 

' ' LegUimatJiidunt pectara para precei,' 

be according to the nibrick : but that is. your concern; - 
for, you know, he is a Presbyterian," 



" TO DR. LAWRENCE.' 

^ « Feb. 7, 1775. 

" SIR, 

"One of the Scotch physicians is now prosecuting 
a corporation that iu some publick instrument -have 
styied him Doctor of Medicine instead of Physician. 
Boswell desires, being advocate for the corporation, to 

1 IHia IioriEhip, Qotwitlutanding hit readutkin, did commh 
hn smlinicDla to piper, and in one of liia notes affixed to hia 
Colke&m of Old Scottiili Poetiy,' he ajt, that " to doubt the 
auihentian' ti those poeau is a tefinaneat in Scepticism indeed." 
I.B.1 

2 The leaned and worthy Dr. lAwrenee, irbom Sit Joluuoft 
nipMted and lorcd M tui phjsidali and friend. 
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know whether Doctor of Medicine is not & legitimate 
title, and whether it may be considered as a diead- 
vantageouB distinction. I am to write to-night; he 
pleased to tell me. I am, sir, your most, 8k. 

" Saii. Johnson." 

"to JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 



" I All ' surprised that, knowing as you do the 
disposition of your coxintrymen to tell lies m favour of 
each other, ' you can be at all afiected by any reports 
that circulate among them. Macphersun never in his 
life offered measightof any original or uf any evidence 
of any kind ; but thought only of intimidating me by 
noise and threats, till my last answer, — that 1 would 
not be deterred from detecting what I thought a 
cheat, by the menaces of a ruffian— put an end to our' 
coire^ndence. 

" The state of the question is this. He, and Dr. 
Blair, whom I consider as deceired, say, that he 
copied the poem Arom old manuscripts ? His copies, 
if he had tliem, and I believe him to have none, are 
nothing. -Where are the manuscripts? They can be 
shewn if they eaist, but they were never shewn. De 
non exittenttbtu et non ajmarentibus, says our law, 
eadem est ratio. No man has a claim to credit upon 
his own word, when better evidence, if he had it, 
may be easily produced. But, so far as we can find, 
the Erse language was never written till fery lately 
for the purposes of religion. A nation that cannot 
write, or a language that was never n ritten, has no 
manuscripts. 



e, of whkli Ibe gnnmd has tmifi my KcoUecuOD. 
a 
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" fitit whatever be has he oerer eSereA to sbeir- 
If old mamiscripts should now be mmtioned, I gfaould, 
Wdeae there were more' erjdenoe thoo cab be aeiVf 
had, 8up|K»e thetu anotJker ftooi of Scotch taaepracf 
in national falsehood. 

" Do not censure (he expression ; you know it to 
be true. 

" Dr. Memis's question is so narrow as Jo allow 
no speculation; and I have no fects before me but 
those which his advocate has produced against you. 

" I consulted this mofnisg the President of tirt 
London G^llege of Physicians, who says, that with u3. 
Doctor ofPhifiici (we do not say Doctor of Medicine) 
k the highest title that a practiser of physick am 
bare; that Doctor implies not oAly Phyikian, bst 
teoclief of phyeick; that eT«ry Doctor k lep^ a 
Phytieian; but no man.'not a Doctor, can pnctiae 
pht/tkli but bf licence patticularly granted. The 
Thtctorate is a licence of itself. It seems to us a tct^ 
deader c«ue of prosecution. 

'^ I am now eng^ed, but in a little time I hope to 
4t> all you Would have. My onnplimentd to Mndni 
and Veronica. I am, sir, 

" Your most humble servant, 
" fibmuj 7, 1776." " Sam. Johkson." 

What words Were used by Mr. Macpherson in his 
tetter to the venerable Sage, 1 have nerver heard ; bat 
thpy are generally said to have been of a nature very 
Afferent from the langsiwe of litersry contest. Dr. 
Johnson's answer app^red in the news-papers of the 
day, and has since been frequently re-pufahshed ; but 
bM with periiKt aecHracy. I give it u dictated to 
nie by himself, wrttten dom in his preeence, and 
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auliwotiMtad by » note in hu own faaad-wrldng, 
" Tkit, I think, u a trut oufy." ' 



" KB. JAKES «ACP»BR»QN, 

" I RECEIVED TMU- feolufa voA iMpudsiit IcUcT. 
Aay fvAssao* ofisrM ne I shaJl ^o my bast to repel ; 
KoA •k\at I eaanot do lor myMlf, tbe Uw dial) do 
Eat ma. I hmt I shall narer ba deteirad from d«- 
tacting vbat I tliiiik a cbeAt, by t^ nenacea ol a 
RiAaii. 

" Wbat wnuld you hare me retract ? I thonglit 
your book an importure; I think it an impoature 
atill. For this txtiaion 1 h^ve given my reaaona to ' 
the paUidc, whicn I lere dare you to refute. Your 
rage 1 de^. Yoar abilities, since youp Homer, are 
not so formidiiile ; and what I hear of your morals 
indines me U> pay regard not to what you shall say, 
fxit to wliat yoa shall prove. You may print this if 
you will, 

" S>M. JoHMSON." 

Mr. Maqtberson little knew the duurader of Dr. 
Johnaon, if he aappoaed that be oould be eaaUy in- 
timidated ; for no man was ever more remark&ue for 
personal oourage. He had, indeed, an awfiil dread 
of death, or rather, " of something after death ;" and 
what rfttion^ man, who seriously thinks of quittinr 
all that he has ever known, and going into a new and 
nnkflown state <^ being, can be without that dread? 
But his fear was frmn reflection ; his courage natural. 
His fear, in that one iiuAance, was the result cf 
Mhilos(^ica) tavA rcligiaiB oonaidwation. He feared 
death, but he feared nothing else, not even what 
might occasion death. Uaoy instances of his re« 

1 I hav* dsfonUd ti u ihe BriiiA UuBwm. 
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solution may be Qientioiied. Ohe day, at Mr. Beau- 
clerk's house in the country, when two large dogs 
were fighting, he went up to them, and beat them 
till they separated ; and at another time, when told 
of the danger there was that a gun might buret if 
charged with many balls, he put in six or seven, and 
fired it off against a wall. Mr. Lai^ton told me, that 
when they were swimming together near Oxford, he. 
cautioned Dr. Johnson against a pool, which was 
reckcHied particularly dangerous ; upon which Johnson ■ 
directly swam into it. He told me himself that one 
night he was attacked in the street by four men, to 
whom he would not yield,' but kept them all at bay, 
till the watch came up, aad carried hoth him and 
them to the round-house- In the play-house at 
Lichfield, as Mr. Garrick informed me, Johnson 
baring for a moment quitted a chair which was [^aced 
jbr him between the side-scenes, a gentleman took 
possession of it, and when Johnson on his , return 
civilly demanded his seat, rudely refosed to give it 
Up ; upon which Johnson laid hold of it, and tossed 
htm and the chair into the pit. Foote, who so suc- 
cessfully revived the old comedy, by eshibiting living 
characters, had resolved to imitate Johnson on the 
«tage, expecting great profits from his ridicule of so 
celdnated a man. Johnson being informed of his in- 
tention, and being at dinner at Mr. Thomas Davies's 
the boo)tBeiler, from whom I had the story, he asked 
Mr. Davies " what was the comm<»i price of an oak 
stick ;" and being answered six-pence, " Why then, 
sir (said he), give me leave to send your servant to 
purchase me a shilling one. I'll have a double quan- 
tity; for 1 am told Foote means to take, me off, as he 
caUs it, and I am detennined the fellow shalll not do 
it with immunity." Davies took care to ac^uunt 
Foote of this, which effectually checked the wanton- 
ness of the mimiclc Mr. Macpherson's menaces 
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Blade Johnwti provide himeelf with the aame !■»• 
plement of def^ice; and kad lie been attacked, I 
hare no doubt that, dd as be was, he vould have 
made hia corporal preireaa be felt aa inndi ai hia 
intellectual. 

His "Journeyto the Weatom Islands of Scotland"* 
is a moat faluaole perfonnaoce. It aJMunds in exi 
tenure ^uliifiD[^ic^ viewi of lociety, and in iageuiona 
•entimeat and livdy descriptino. A considerable 
part of it, indeed, conmsts of ■pecnlationa, which 
many years before he «av the wiM regima vhich wa 
risited together, profaably had employ^ hia attention, 
though the actual sight of those eceoea undoubtedly 
quickened and augmented them. Mr. Orme,. the 
rerr able hiBtoriui, agreed with me in this opinion, 
which he thui itrongly expressed :— ■" There are in 
that book thoughts, which, by long Ktolution in the 

Cit mind o£ Johnson, have been fonued and polished 
pebblea rolled in the ocean I" 
That he was to aome degree of escees a tme-bom 
EngliihMan, ao as to have entertaioed an undue pre- 
ju£oe against both the country and the people of 
Scotland, must he flowed. But it was a prejudice 
d the head, and not c£ the heart. He had no ill wilt 
to the Scotch ; for, if he had been conscious of that, 
be never would have thrown himself into the boaom 
of their country, and trusted to the protection of its ' 
rcBHita inhabitants with a leafieaa ctmfideaoe. His 
renwrk upon the Bakedness of the country, from its 
being denuded of trees, was made after having trarelled 
tva hundred miiea along the Eastern coait, where 
eertainly trees are not to be found near the road ; 
and he said it was "a map of the road" which he 
gave. His disbelief of the authenticity of the poems 
ascribed to Ossian, a Highland bard, was omsnsed 
in the course of his journey, by a very strict exa- 
rainatioD «f the evidence odiuvd for it ; and although 
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tlwir uitheDticily was made too much a natioiul 
point by the Scotch, there were many respectable 
persona in that country, who did not concur in this ; 
so that his judgement upon the question ought not 
to be decried, even by those who differ from hiin. 
As to myself, I can only say, upon a subject now be- 
come very uninteresting, that when the fragments of 
Highland poetry first came out,-! was much pleased 
with their wild peculiarity, and was one of tjiose who 
subscribed to enable tiieir editor, Mr. Macpherson, 
then a young man, to make a search in the Highlands 
and Hebrides for a long poem in the Erse language, 
which was reported to be preserved somewhere in 
those regions. But when there came forth an Epick 
Poem in six books, with all the common circum- 
stajices of former compositions of that nature ; and 
when, upon an attentive examination of it, there was ' 
found a perpetual recurrence of the same images 
which appear in the fragments ; and when no ancient 
manuscript, to authenticate the work, was deposited 
in any publick library, though that was insisted oa 
as a reasonable proof, who could fl^bear to doubt? 

Johnson's grateful acknowledgements of kindneea 
received in the course of this tour, completely refiite 
the brutal reflections which have been thrown out 
against him, as if he had made an ungrateful return ; 
and his delicacy in sparing in his \^Mk those who we 
find from his ktters to Mrs. ThraJe, were just oltjects 
of censure, is much to be admired. His candour 
and amiable disposition is conspicuous from his con- 
duct, when informed by Mr. Macleod, of Rasay, that 
he had committed a mistake, which gave that gentle- 
man some uneasiness. Me wrote him a courteous 
and kind letter, and inserted In the news-papers an 
advertisement, correcting the mistake.' 

I See *' Jmimal uf ■ Tom to the Udnido," 3d cdiL p. fiSO. 
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The observations of my friend Mr. Dempster in a 
letter irritten to me, soon after he had read Dr. 
Johnson's book, ant so just and liberal, that they 
cannot be too often repeiU«d : 

" There is nothing in the botdc, from beginning to 
end, that a Scotchman need to take amiss. What he 
aays of the country is tnte; and his observations on 
the people are what must naturally occur to a sensi- 
ble, obserTiag, and reflecting inhabitant of a con- 
Tenient metropolis, where a man on thirty pounds a 
year may be i>etter accommodated with aU the little 
wants of life than Col or Sir Allan. 

" I am charmed with his researches «)ucemiDg 
the Erse language, and the antiquity o( their manu- 
scripts. 1 am quite conTincsd; and I shall rank 
OsBian and his Fingals and Oscars, amongst the 
nursery tales, not the true history of our country, in 
all time to come. 

" Upon the whole, the book cannot displease, for it 
has no pretensioDS. The authour neither says he ia 
a geographer, nor an antiquarian, nor very learned 
in the history of Scotland, nor a naturalist, nor a 
fossilist. The manners of the people, and the hoe 
of the coontry, are all he attempts to describe, nr 
seems to have thought of. Much were it to be 
wished, that they who have travelled into more 
remote, and of course more curious regions, had all 
possessed his good sense. Of the state of learning, 
nis observations on Glasgow Universi^ shew he has ' 
formed a very sound judgement. He understands 
our climate too ; and he has accurately t^Merred the 
changes, however slow and imperceptible to us, 
which Scotland has undergone, in consequence of the 
blesungs of liberty and internal peace." 

Mr. Knox, another native of Scotland, who hat 
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■ince saada the same tour, wd publiihed an kccodDt 
<rf it, il equally liberal " I haje read (uiya he) his 
hwk again aira again, trarellad with him fiom B^- 
trick to Glenelg, through countriea with wliich I am 
well acquainted; Bailed with him from Glenelg to 

. Bamyi sikj, Rum, Col, Mull, aod Icolmliill, hut have 
not been able to correct him in any matter of codb»- 
queiioe- I hare often admired the accuracy, the [ve- 
cisiiHt, ttud the justuew tf what he ailraneea, respecting 
both the country and tiie ^eo^. 

" The Doctor has «rery ^rhere delirered hia sentv^ 
ae»t3 with freedoai, and in manv instances with a 
seeming regard for the bmefit of ttie inhabitants, and 
4ie ornantent of the country. Hia remarks on the 
waat of trees and hedgea for ahade, aa well a> for 
■belter to the cattle, are well founded, and merit th« 
(hankt, not the illiberal censure of the natirea. He 
tlao felt ior the distresaea of the Highlanders, and 
«xplodea with great propriety the bad management 
^ the grouuds, and the neglect of timber in the 
Hebrides." 

Having quoted Johnaon'a just complimeuta on the • 
Kaaay family, he says, " On the other hand, I found 
this Iwiily equally kviah in their encomiums upoa 
the Doctor'* conversation, and hia aubeequent dvili. 
tics to a young gentleman of that country, who, upua 
Ttuting upon him at I^ondon, was well .reeeired, 
Mtd experiHiced alt tiie attention and regard that 
A wuin friend could heetow. Mr. Macleod having 
«lao been in Ixoidon, waited upon the Doctor, 
who provided a magnificent and expensive euter^^ 
taimneat in honour ctf his iM Hebriuean acquaint. 

- «M»." 

And, talking of the miHtary road by Ftni Augus- 
tus, he says, " By this road, though one of the moat 
rugged in Great Britain, the celebrated Dr. Johnaon 
paaaed from Inverness la the Hebride lalee. His 
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observations on the,<M>uiitry and people ore extremelj. 
correct, judicioua, and inBtructiTe."* 

Mr. Tytler, the acute and able rindicator of Mary 
Queen of Scots, in one of his letters to Mr. James 
Elphinstone, published in that gentleman's " Forty 
Years' Q>nie3poudeBCe/' says, " I read Dr. John- 
son's Tour with rery great pleasnre. Some few 
errours he has fiUleu into, but of no great import- 
ance, and those am lost in the numberless beauties <tf 
hia work. 

" If 1 had leisure, I could perhaps pcHut out the 
most exceptionable places; but at present I am in 
the country, and have not his book at hand. It is 

en be meant to speak well of Scotland; and he . 
in my apprehension done us great honour in 
the most capital article, the character of the inha- 
^A\xatA." 

His private letters to Mrs. Thr^, written during 
the course of his journey, which therefia^ may be 
supposed to convey his genuine feelings at the time, 
abound iu such benignant sentiments towards the 
people who shewed him civilities, that no man whose 
temper is not very harab and sour, can retain a doubt 
ef the goodness ot his heart. 

It is painful to recollect with what rancour he was 
assailed by numbers of shallow irritaUe North Britons, 
on account of his supposed injurious treatment of 
their "country and countrymen, in hiB "Journey." 
Had there been auy just ground for such a charge, 
would the virtuous and candid Dempster have dven 
his opinion of the book, in the terms in which I 
have quoted? Would the patriotick Knox' have 

1 Page 103. 

3 I observed witb much n^ret, vlule the fiiat edition of ihii 
woA VDs pBBeing through the pma, (AuguBt 179l^)i ^^"^ *l>i> 
■ageoiinu gcndenua nw dead. 
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I of it M he Jim dom? Would Mr. Tytler, 



hsve expsewed himaelf thus? And let jne add, diat, 
nituen of the world, as I bold mytelt ta be, I hare 
that d^iee of prodilectton for my nat^ mhtm, nay, 
I h*ve tbat ju«t tense </t)ie merit of an ancient nation, 
vhick has been ever Tenowned for ita rajour, which 
in former times maintained its independraoe agunit 
a porerfiil nei^bour, and in modem tjines has been 
«qn^]r diatingukhed for its ingenuity and industiy in 
arilined life, that I should ixte felt « gieoeroue indig* 
lutiiHi at any injostice done to it. Johnaon treated 
Scotiand no worse than he did eren hie best friends, 
whose ctiaraeters he uaed to give as they u>peawd to 
him, both in light and shade. SoiUe peopu,whohad 
not exercieed their minds suffidently, condemned him 
for censuring hie friends. But Sir Joshua Reynolda, 
whose philo80}ibiial nenetratian and JuBtnesa of 
tfijpVtpg were not leas known to these who lived with 
bim, than his genius in his art is admirod by tha 
world, explained his conduct thus: "He wat fmid of 
discrimination, which he could not eherw without 
pointing out'^e bad as well asl^ gnod iiuvery cha- 
racter ; and as his friends were those whose liiaractav 
be knew .best, they afforded him the beat oj^rbmity 
for shewing the acutenees of -his judgem^t." 

He expi«saed to his friend Mr. Windham of Nor- 
folk, hia wonder at (Jie«xtreme jealousy of the Sootcfa, 
and their Teeentment at having their country deecribed 
by him aa it reaUy was ; when, to say that it waa a 
country as good as Engt^id, would have been a ([ross 
&lsehood. " None of us (said he) would be offended 
if a foreigner who has travelled here should say, tJiat 
vines and olives dpn't grow in Ei^l&ud." And aa to 
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im prejudice ag&iast tbe Sdotdli, tthlek 1 alvays 
MCtibeAto that nBtioMlitj> whtcll he oMefred in tAem, 
1m said to th« sstte gentl«mati, " Wbeb I liad b 
SaffcfaiBftfi, to wbow B» Ea^Hditnait i« te a Scotch- 
HBM, tliat Scotcbtnan ehfkll be as sn GngKshman to 
me." Hifl intfanacy witb Mady ^nfl^men rrf Scot- 
latd.and bis eAijdoyiD^ so mmf Mtires of tbat ctmtitr)- 
u bis anianaense^ prove that hii prejudice wh not 
Tirnleat ; «aA I bare d«]to«Ited in the Britiih Museum, 
amongst etber pie«e« of his Vtiti&g, the foUowhig not« 
in answer to one froRi me, a^nj^ if he wosld meet 
me at dinna' at the Mitrv, though a friend of mine, 
a Scotchman, Wjm to be there: — " Mr. Ji^nsoa does 
not Bee why Mr, Becnrell shmld suppose a Scotebmau 
less acceptable tJisn any otber man. He will be at 
the Mitre." 

My mucb-valued (Head Dr. Barnard, now Birfiop 
of XUlaloe, baring once e^resaed to him an appre- 
hension, tbat if he E^MuId visit Ireland he might treat 
the people of tbat country more unfarourably than he 
had dime the Scotch, he answered, with strong 
JMmted do^e-edged wit, " Sif, you have no reason 
to be afnfd trf* me. The Iri^ are Bot in a conspiracy 
t« cheat tb« world by false repref*eiit«tioiiii of the 
Kwritfl of their co^tmnen. No, nr; the Irish 
e a VAik PEOPLi: ,^-.'tbey nerer speak wril ot onb 



JtAraon t^i me at an insttmCe of Scottish n&tjon- 
tSty, wiadi «ade a rt*f ttnAtvOnraUe inpresnoii 
npen his ufnd. A S6otchmaH of some conridM^on 
h Londes, solicited htm Ut recommend by the weight 
flf hid lenbed authority, M ^m roaster of an EnglisK 



tryilitn. JfAtMoti' was (Aocdied at litis uncoMcienttous 
cMAttSL 
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All tbe miserable cavillinga aminst hie " Jmirney," 
' in newa-p^ni, mas&zines, and other fu«tive pub- 
lications, I can ape^ from cerbun knowfedge, only 
fumidied him with sport. At last there came out a 
scurrilous volume, larger than Johnson's own, filled 
with malignant abuse, under a same, real or ficti- 
tious, of some low man in an obscure cmner of Scot- 
land, though supposed to be the work of another 
Scotchman, who has found means to make himself 
well known both iu Scotland and England. The 
effect which it had upon Johnson was, to produce 
this pleasant observatitm U> Mr. Seward, to ^om he 
lent the book : " Thia fellow must be a blockhead. 
They don't know how to go about their abuse. Who 
will read a live shilling book against me .^ No, sir, if 
they had wit, they should hare kept pelting me with 
pamphlets." 

" MR. BOSWZLL TO DR. JOB<HSQtf. 

" Bdinliuigh, 18,1775. 

" You would have been very well jdeased if you 
had dined with me to-day. I had for my guests, 
Macquharrie, young Maclean of Col, the successor 
of our Mend, a very amiable man, though not marked 
with such active qualities as his brother ; Mr. Maclean 
of Torloisk in Mull, a gentleman of Sir Allan's iamily; 
and two of the clan Grant ;_m that the Highland 
and Hebridean genius reigned. We had a great deal 
of conversation about you, and drank your health in a 
bumper. The toast was not proposed by me, which 
is a circmnstance to be remarked, for I am now so 
connected with you, that any thing that I can say or 
do to your honour has not the value of an additumal 
compliment. It is cmly giving you a guinea out of 
that treasure of admiration whicD alreiSy belongs to 
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yoa, and wWcfc is no faiddetr treaanre ; for I su}>poee 
mr admJratioD of you is co-existent with the ImoW' 
ledge of my character. ' 

" r tiod that the Hig^andens and Hebrideans in 
general are much fonder of your ' Journey' than the 
low-country or hither Scots. One of the Grants said 
to-d^, that he wjb sure you were a man of a good 
heart, and a candid man, aod seemed to hope be 
should be able to ctmvince- you oTthe antiquity ei a 
good proportion of /the poems of Ossian. Anei all 
that has passed, I &ink tne matter is capable of being 
prored to » certain degree. I am UAA that Mac- 
pherson- got tme idd Erse MS. &om Clasranald, ibr 
the restitution of which he executed a formal oMigt^ 
tion ; and it is^affirmed, that the Gaelick (call it Erse 
or call it Irish), has been ' 
and Hebrides for many ceu 
suppose, that such of the in 
learning, possessed tiie art < 
Irish netguboUFS, and Celti< 
tion is, can sufficie&t eyidet 

" Those who are- skilled 
determine the age of MSS 

the century in which they were written ; and if men 
of veracity, who arejo skilled, shall tell us that MSS> 
in the possesion (£ JkniUes in the Highlands and 
isles ore the works fiS a remote age, I think we diould 
be ccmvinced by their teStimonr. * 

" There is now come to this city, fianald MacJonaTJ 
fr««n the Isle of Egg, who lias severiil MSS. of Erse- 
poetry, which he wishes to public hv subscription. 
1 haite mgaged to- take three copies of the book, the 
price of which is to be hx shillings, as I would sah- 
scribe for all the Erse that can be printed, be it 
lAA or new, that the language' may be preserred. 
This man says, that sonie of his manuscripts are 
ancient; and, to be sure> oae af them which was 
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shewn to me does appear to hare the duskjitess t^ 
antiquitf. 

" The inquiiy is not yet quite himeless, and I 
should think that the exact truth may be diacovered^ 
if proper means be used. I am, &c> 

" James Bqswzll." 

" to james boswei.l, esq. 

" DEAR SIR, 

" I AH sorry that I could get no books for my 
friends in Scotland. Mr. Stra^ has at last pro- 
mised to send two dozen to you. If they come, put 
the name of my friends into them ; you may cut 
them out,' and paste them with a little stardi u) the 
b«ok. 

" You then are going wild about Ossian- Why 
do you think any part can be proved f The dusky 
jnanuscript of B.ge is probaUy not fifty years old ; if 
it be an hundred, it proves nothing. The tale of 
Clannmald is no proof. Has Clanran^ told it r* Can 
he prove it^ There are, I believe, no Erse manu- 
scripts. None of the old families had a single letter 
in ^rse that we heard of. You say it is Ukely that 
they could write. The learned, if any learned there - 
were, could ; but knowing by that learning, some 
written language, in that language they wrote, as 
letters had never been applied to their ovm. If there 
are manuscripts, let them be shewn, with some proof 
that they are not forged for the occasion. You sav 
ipany can retnember parts of Oseian. I believe aU 
those parts are versions of the English ; at least there 
is no proof of their antiquity. 

" Macpherson is said to have made some transla- 
tions himself; and having taught a boy to write it, 

L Fnsm ■ list in his band writing. 
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ordered him to say that he had learnt it of bis grand- 
mother. The boy, when he grew up, toM the etoir. 
This Mrs. Williams heard at Mr. Strahan's table. 
I>on't be credulous; you know how little a High- 
lander can be trusted. Maqtherson ia, eo ^ as T 
Ifnow, very quiet. Is not that nroof enough ? Every 
thing is against him. No Tisible manuscnpt: no in- 
scription in the language: no correspondence among 
frienda : no transaction of business, of which a single 
scrap remains in the ancient femilies. Mai^heraon's 
pretence is, that tlie character was Saxon. If he had 
not talked unskiUuHy 13T manuscripts, he might hare 
fought with oral tradition much longer. As to Mr. 
<}rant'B information, I suppose he Imows mnch less 
<rf the matter than ourselves. 

" In the mean time, the boolraeller says that the 
sale' is suffidently quick. Theyprintedfourthousand. 
Correct your com wherecer it is wrong, and bring it 
up. Your friends will all be glad to see you. I think 
of going myself into the country about May. 

" I am sorry. that I have not managed to send the 
book sooner. I have left four for you, and do not 
restrict you absolutely to follow my directions in the 
distribution.. You must use your own discretion. 

" Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell : I sup- 
pose she is now beginning to fbrgire me. I am, 
dear sir, 

" Your humble servant, 
*' P(*. 23, 1776." " Sam. Johnson." 

On Tuesday, March 81, I arrived in London ; and 
on rep^ring to Dr. Johnson's before dinner, found ' 
him in his study, sitting with Mr. Peter Gairick, the 
elder brother of David, strongly resembling him in 
countenance and voice, but of more sedate and placid 

1 OfMs "JounteytoawWattem lalandi of Scoduid. ' 
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manners. -Johnaon infbmied me, that though Mr. 
Beauderk was in great piunjitwas hoped he wit8*not 
in -dai^r, and tlrat he now -wished to consult Dr. 
Heberden, to try the effect of a " new understanding." 
Both at this interview, and is tlie eventng at Mr. 
Thrale'fi, wiiere he and Mr. Peter Garrick and I met 
agun, he was vehement on the subject of tlie Oedan 
xpntroversy; obaerving, "We do not know that there 
are any ancient Erse nianuscriptfi ^ and we hare no 
other reajsim to disbelieve that Uiere are men with 
three heads, but tltat we do not koowthat there are any 
such men." He also was outra^ous, upon his sup- 
position that Tuy countrymen " loved Scotland better 
,than tnitli," saying, "All of them, — nayDotaJI,^ 
but dr<nei of t^em, would come up, and attest any 
jthing far the honour of Scotland." He also perse- 
rered in his wild allegation, that he questioned if 
there was a tree between Edinburgh and the English 
border older than himself. I assured him he was 
mistaken^ and suggested that the proper punishment 
Fould be that he should receive a -stripe at every tree 
above a hundred years old, that was found within that 
spaced He laugoed, and s^d, " 1 believe I might 
submit to it for a baubee." 

The doubts which, in mf correspondence with him, 
I had ventured to state as to the justice and wisdom 
«f the conduct of Great Britain towards the American 
oelwies, while I at the same time requested that he 
would enable me to inform myself upon that moment* 
oua subject, he had altogether disregarded ; and had 
recently puUished a pamphlet, entitled, " Taxation 
no Tynmny; an answer to the Besolutions and 
Addrassof the American Congress.*" 

He had long before indulged most un&vtAjraMe 
sentiments 4^ our fellow-subjects in America. For, 
as early as 1769, I was told by Dr. John Campbell, _ 
that he had said of them, " Sir, tbe^ ^re a ipce of 
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conricts, and ought to be thookfu] for any thiii^ we 
allow tiiem short of hanging." 

Of this performance I avoided to t dk with him ; 
frn- I had now formed a clear and settled opinion, 
that the people of America were well warranted to 
resist a claim that their fellow-subjecta in the mother- 
country should have the entire command of their 
fortunes, by taxing them without their own consent ; 
and the extreme violence which it breathed, amteared 
to me so unsuitable to the mildness of a cnristian 
philosopher, and so directly opposite to the principles 
of peace which he had eo beautifully recommended in 
his pamphlet respecting FaDdand's Islands, that I was 
sorry to see him appear in so unfavourable a light. 
BesideSj I could not jterceire in it that atnlity of ar- 
gument, or that felicity c^ expression, for which he 
■was, upon other occasions, bo eminent. Positive as- 
sertion, sarcastical severity, and extravagant ridicule, 
-which he himself reprobated as a test of truth, were 
imited in this rhapsody. 

That this' pamphlet was written at the desire of 
those who were then in power, I have no doubt; ' 
and, indeed, he owned to me, that it had been revised 
and curtailed by some of them. He told me, that 
they had struck nut one passage, which was to this 
effect: " That the Colonists could with no solidity 
argue from their not having been taxed while in their 
inrancy, that they should not now be taxed. We do 
not put a calf into the plow; we wait till he is an ox." 
He said, " They struck it out either critically as too 
ludicrous, or politically as too exasperating. I care 
not which, ft was their business. If an architect 
says, f Xvill build five stories, and the man who em~ 
ploys him says, I will have only three, the emjJoyer 
IS to decide." " Yes, sir (said I), in ordina^ cases. 
But should it be so when the architect gives his skill 
and labour gratis T' 
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Uii&T«urable as I am canstnuned to say mj opinion 
oF this pamphlet was, yet, since it was congenial 
with the sentiments of numbers at that tinie, md as 
even', thing relating to the writings of Dr. Johnson 
t? of importance in literary history, I shall therefore 
insert some passages whicn were struck out, it does 
not appear why, either by himself or tliose who re- 
vised it. They appear printed in a few proof leaves 
of it in my possession, marked with corrections in 
his own hand-wiiiting. I sl^all distinguish them by 
Italick^. 

In the paragraph tffaere he «aya, the Americans 
'Were indted to resistance by European intelligence 
from "men whom they thought their friends, bat 
who were friends only to themselves," there followed, 
~—" ajidmade,bytheiT ielfiskness, the enemien^ their 
,coutiirv." 

Anddie nest paragraph ran tlms : " On the ongti>Bl 
-contrivers of mischief, rather than on those whom they 
have deluded, let an. insulted nation pour out it« 
vengeance." 

The paragraph which came next was in these words c 
" Unhappy Uih^t country in vAich men can hopejbr 
advancemunt In/JaxrouTins its enemies. The tranquil- 
lity of stable government is not alviays easily preserved 
asaintt the machinations of single innovaforti but 
'iSiai can be the hope of quiet, tuhenjaclioni hostile 
to the legislature can oe openly Jbrmed and openly 
avo'axd?" 

After the paragraph which now cmicludes the 
pamphlet, there followed .this, m which be certainly 
mea^ the great Earl of Chatham, and glances at a 
certain popi^ar Lord Chancellor. 

" lf< by the fortune of war, they drive at utterly 
mnay, lekat they vdll do next can only be conjectured. 
If a nen rjfonarchy is erected, they w'di want a Kino. 
He mho first takes into his hand the sceptre ^America, 
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should Amx a none of good omen. Wiluah has bttn 
knotBn both a conqueror and deliverer ; and perhapt 
England, kovxver contemned, might vet lupplj/ them 
ivith ANOTHCB WiLMAU. fVhigc, indeed, are. not 
p)i/ling to he governed; and it ii postible that Ein0 
WiLLiAH may be ttrongly incUned to guide their mea- 
sures c but Whigs have been cheateti &e other mortals, 
and steered their leader to become their tyrant, under 
tke home of their Piritectob. What more they tall 
receivejrom Ejiglatid, no man can tell. In their ru- 
diments ofemfWe ihey may want a Chancellor." 
Then came tliia paragiupo : 

" Their nwmiiers are, at present, notqmte iufficient 
Jot the greatness tohich, in some firm of government or 
other, u to rival the ancient monarehteij but by Dr. 
Franklin's rvle of progression, they will, in a century 
and a quarter, be more than equal to the inhabitants 
of Europe. When the Whigs of America are thus 
mulfiplted, let the Princes of the earth tremble in their 
■ palaces. If ihey should continue to double and to 
double, their own hemisphere mould not contain them. 
But let not our boldest oppvgners of authority look 
forward with delight to thisjviurity of Whiggistn." 

How it ended I know not, as it is cat offabrupUy 
at iha foot of the last of these proof pages. 

Hia pamphlets in support of the measures of ad- 
mimstration were published on his own account, and 
be afterwards collected them into s volume, with the 
title of. "Political Tracts, by the Authour of tbe 
Bambler," vith this motto : 

" Fatlitur tgregia guUquii lui Prtitdpt cr«iif 
ServUium ; minquam liiertiu gratiar cxtat * 
Quoin ivb Jtcgepia," CLATiDtAKDS. 

These pamphlets drew upon him numerous attacts, 
Aganst the conunon weapons of literary warfare he 
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was hardened; but titen were two instances of ani- 
madfersion which I communicated to him, and from 
what I could judge, both from his silence and his 
looks, appeared to me to impress him much. 

One was, " A Letter to Dr. Samuel Johnscm, oc- 
casioned by his late political Publications." It ap- 
peared prerious to his " Taxation no Tyranny," and 
Was wnttes by Dr. Joseph Towers. In that per- 
formance. Dr. Johnson was treated with the respect 
due to so eminent a man, while his conduct as a 
political writer was boldly and pointedly arraigned, 
as inconsistent with the cnaraeter of one, who, if he 
did employ his pen upon politicks, " it might rea- 
sonably be expected should distinguish himself, not 
by party riolence and rancour, but' by moderation 
■ and by wisdom." 

It concluded thus: " I would, howerer, wish jau 
to remember, should you again address the publick 
tmder the character of a political writer, that luxuriance 
of imagination, or energy of language, wtD ill com- 
pensate for the wapit of candour, of justice, and of 
truth. And I shall only add, that should I hereafter 
be disposed to read, as I heretofore have done, the 
most excellent of all ynur performances, ' The Hah- 
BLER,' the pleasure which I hare been accustomed to 
find in it will be niucH diminished by the reflection 
that the writer of so moral, so elegant, and so valuable 
a work, was capable of prostituting his talents in 
such productions as 'The False Alarm,' the 'Thoughts 
on the Transactions respecting Falkland's Islands,' 
and 'The Patriot'" 

I am willing to do justice to the merit of Dr. 
Towers, of whom I will say, that although I abhor his 
Whiggish deraocratical notions and propensities, (for 
I wiU not call them principles), I esteem him as an 
ingenious, knowing, and rery convivial man. 
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The oUter instance was a paragr^)h erf a letter to 
me, from my old aad most intinute friend the Re- 
verend Mr. Temple, who wrote the character of Gray, 
whicb has had the honour to be adopted both bv Mr. 
Mason and Dr. Johnson in their accounts tn that 
poet The words were, " How can your great, I will 
not say your pioas, but jaai moral friend, support 
the barbarous measures of administration, which Uiey 
have not the &ce to ask even their infidel pensioner 
Hume to defend?" 

HoweFcr confident of the rectitude of his own 
miad, Johnson may have felt sincere uneasiness that 
his conduct shovJd be erroneously imputed to un- 
worthy motives,' by good men ; and that the ilifluence 
of his valuable writings should on that account be in 
any degree obstructed or lessened. 

He complained to a Right HonouraUe friend of 
dkrtingui^ed talents and very elegant manners, with 
whom he maintained a long intimacy, and whose 
generosity towards him will afterwards appear, that 
his pension having been given to him, as a literary 
character, he bad been applied to by administration 
to write political piunphlets; and he was even so 
much irritated, that he declared his resolution to re- 
sign hia pension. His friend shewed him the ira- 
propiietT of such a measure, and he afterwards ex- 
pressed his gratitude, and said he had received eood 
advice. To that friend he once signified a wish to 
hare bis pension secured to hhn for his life ; but he 
neither asked nor received from government any re- 
ward whatsoever for his political labours. 

On Friday, March 24, I met him at the Literary 
Club, where were Mr. Beauclerk, Mr. Langton, Mr, 
CVdman, IJr. Percy, Mr. Vesey, Sir Charles Bunbury, 
Dr. George Fordycc, Mr. Steevens, and Mr. Chwles 
Fo4. Before he came in, we talked of his " Journey 
to the Western Islands," and of !•>» «>«>i»E awajj 
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"viNiisg to beliere the secood eight,"' wliich seemed 
to excite some ridicule. I was then so impressed 
with the truth of many of the stories of which I had 
been told, that I avowed my conviction, ^ying, " He 
is only iniUing to believe : I do believe. The evidence 
is enough for me, though not for his great mind. 
What will not fill a quart bottle will fill a pint bottle. 
I am filled with belief." "Are you? (s^d Colman), 
then cork it up." 

I found his " Journey" the common topiclt of con- 
versation in London at this tJme, wherever I hap- 
pened to be. At one of Lgrd Mansfield's formal Sun- 
day evening conversations, strangely called Levies, his 
Lordship i^dressed me, " We have all been reading 
your travels, Mr. BosweH." I answered, " I was but 
the humble attendant of Dr. Johnson." The Chief 
Justice replied, with that air and manner whjch none 
who ever saw and heard him can forget, " He speaks 
ill of nobody but Ossian.'' 

Johnson was in high spirits this evening at the 
club, and talked with great animation and success. 
He attacked Swift, as he used to do upon all oc- 
casions. " The ' Tale of a Tub* is so mucn superiour 
to his other writings, that one can hardly believe he 
was the authour of it:' there is in it each a vigour 

1 Johnson's " Joumej to the Weatem Islands of Scotland," 
ediU 178S,p.2S6. 

2 iW doubt has been mach plated on both sides, X dnolc 
withont good reason. See Addigon's " FFceholder," Mtj 4, 
17U; AnApoli^fortlieTBleofaTubi'-Dr. Havkeswonh'i 
Prefiice to Smft's Works, and Swift's Letter to Tooke the Printer, 
and Tooke'g Answer in that CoIlectiaD : —Sheridan's Idfe of Swift ; ' 
— Mr. Courtenar's note on p. 3 of his " Foetjcal Review of the 
Liteisiy and Moral Charactei of Dr. Johnson ;" and Mt. Cookiey't 
" Kassj on the Life and Chataeter of John Loid Somc^ Baioo 
of Evtsham." 

Dr. Johnson here n>eBk» only to Oa tnlcmal evidatce. I lake 
leave to diffbr bom Mm, hanng a ver; lugh ettimatkn of the 
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of nund, Budt a swann (^ thoughts, bo much of tuture, 
and art, and . life." I wondered to hear him My of 
' GuUiTer's Trarels,' " Whep once you have thought 
of bigmeu aud little aeu, it is very easy to do all the 
rest" I endeavoured to malffi a stand for Swift, and 
tried to rouse those who were much more aUe to 
defend liim ; hut in rain. Johnson at last, of his 
own accord, allowed very great merit to the inventory 
of artideH found in the pocket of " the Man Mountain," 
particularly the description of hi# watch, which it 
was conjectured was his God, as he consulted it upon 
all occasions. He observed, that " Swift put his 
name to but two things (aher he had a name to put), 
' The Plan of lie Improvement of the Eaglisb lan- 
gvuge,' and the last ' Drapier's Letter.' " 

^^Mn Swifi, there was an easy transition to Mr. 
Thomas Sheridan. — Johnson. " Sheridan ia a wul- 
derful admirer of the tragedy of Douglas, and pre- 
sented its authour with a gold medal. Stune years 
ago, at a coffee-house in Oxford, I called to him, 
' Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Sheridan, how came you to give 
a gold medal to Home, for writingthat foolish play?' 
This, you see, was wanton and insolent ; but I meant 
to be want«n and insolent. A medal has no value 
but as a stamp of merit. And was Sheridan to as- 
sume to himself the right of ^ving that stamp i If 
Sheridan was magnificent enough to bestow a gold 
medal as an honorary reward of dramatick excellence, 

powoBofDr. Swift. Hi»" Sentiments of ■Chiirch-<rf-En^Mid- 
man;" hia " Sermon on the Trinity," and other serious [Meets, 
piDre his Teaming as well ss his acutene&s In logick and ntet^ 
phyockB ; &nd his voiiouB composilionH of a different east exhibit 
not wily jrit, hifmoiir, andridieule; but a knowledge" of nature, 
and art, and life :" b combination ierefore of Ihose powers, when 
(Mthe" - ■■ ■ -■'- 

pnduce ""TBe Tate of a Tn^" 
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he should have requested one of the ^Diversities to ' 
choose the person on whom it should be conferred. 
Sheridan had no right to give a Btamp of merit : it 
was counterfeiting Apc^o's coin." 

On Monday, Marcn 37. I break&sted with him at 
Mr. Strahan's. He told us, that he was engaged to 
go that evenug to Mrs. Abington's benefit. " She 
was visiting some ladies whom I was visiting, and 
be^ed that I would come to her benefit. I told her 
I could not heai4 but she insisted so much on my 
coming, that it would have 1)een brutal to have re- 
fiised her." This was a speech qnit« characteristical. 
He loved to In^ng forward his having been in the 
gay circles of life ; and he was, perhaps, a little vain 
of the solicitations of this elegant and .fashionable 
actress. He told us, the play was to be " The 
Hypocrite," altered from Gibber's " Nonjuror," so as 
to satirize the Methodists. " I do not thinh (said 
he), the character of the Hypocrite justly applicable 
to the Methodists, but it was very applicable to the 
Nonjurors. I once said to Dr. Madan, a clergyman 
of Ireland, who was a great Whig, that perhaps^a 
Nonjuror would have been less criminal in taking the 
oaths imposed by the ruling power, than refusing 
them ; because refusing them, necessarily laid him 
under almost an irresistible temptation to be more 
criminal; for, a man must live, and if he precludes 
himself from the support fumifiied by the establish- 
ment, will probably be reduced'to very widced shifts 
to mfuntain himself." ' Boswell. " I should think, 

1 Ttiis wss not mrady a cnnoiy remark ; fer in bis lite of 
Fenton he observes, " With ia»nj other vise and virtuous men, 
who at that time of di«»rd and debate [about the be^iiing of this 
centoTv], conmlted conscience well or ill informed, mare than in- 
terest, liB doubted the l^ality of the govemmcnt; and refuaiog to 
quaJily hims^ for publidc empIoymeDt, by t«k^ the oaths re- 
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sir, that a man who tocJc die oaths contrary to his 
principles, was a determined wicked man, because he - 
WB8 sure he waa committing perjury, whereas a Nim- 
juror might be insenubly lea to do what was wrong, 
without being bo directly consdous of it." Johnson. 
" Why, sir, a man who goes to bed to hi§ patron's 
wife is pretty anre that he is committing wicked- 
ness." BoawELL. " Did the nonjuring clergymen 
do so, sir?" Johnson. " 1 am afnud many of them 
did." 

I was startled -at thia argument, and nnild by no 
meftns think it conviacing. Had not his own &tber 
complied with the requisition of government, (as to 
which he' once obserred to me, when I preaaed him 
upon it, " Thai, sir, he was to settle with himself,") 
he would probably have thought more nnfavouraUy 0( 
a Jacobite who took the oaths : 



Mr. Strahan talked of launching into the great 
Kxan of London, is order to have a chance for rising 



quired, IcA the UoiTersitj vitbout a degree." This conduct Jahn- 
mii callB " pemiBeness of iQlt((rity." 
The quenicm amccmiDg (he muntlitj of Uking oube, of irtut- 



ss in society, has been s^tsled with all the i 
oCcaswitij. It ia relued, that he who devised the oath of ab- 
juistJOn profligately booEted, that be had framed a test which 
should " damn ooe half of the nation, and atacve the other." 
Upon minds not exalted to injlexible lecdtude, or minds in which 
zal for a paity is pitdominaDl. Co excess, laHna that oath againat 
convicdon, maybave been palliated under the [tei of neceaaity, or 
ventured upon in heat, as upon the whole producing more good 
than evil. 

At a county electton In Scotland, many yean ago, when there 
VOL. III. *■ 



D.j.i.o.i„Gaoglc 



30 THE LIFE OF [1775- 

into eminence ; and, obeerrins that many men ^ere 
kept back from trying tlieir ftntun^ there, because 
they were bom to a competency, said, " Small cer- 
tainties are the bane of men of talents ;" which John- 
son confirmed. Mr. Strahan put JofaiiB«n in mind 
of a remark which he had made to him ; " There 
are fbw ways in which a man can be more innocently 
employed than in getting money." " The more one 
thinks of this (said Stndian), the juster it will ap- 
pear." 

Mr. Strahan had taken a poor boy from the coHntry 
as fui apprentice, i^n Jotmson's recommendation. 
Johnson naring inquired after him, said, " Mr. 
Strahan, let me have five guineas on account, and lit 
give this boy one. Nay, if a man recommends a boy, 
and does nothing for him, it is sad work. Call him 

I followed him into the court-yard, behind Mr. 
Strahan's house ; and there I had a proof of what I 
had heard him profess, that he talked alike to all. 
" Some people teU you that they let themselves 
down to the capacity of their hearers. I never do 
tjtat. I speak uniformly, in as intelligible a manner 
as I can." 



" Well, my boy, how do you go on f" — " Pretlr 
well, «r ; but they are airaid I a'nt stroiig enough 
for some parts of the business." Johnson. " Why 



I shall be sorry for it ; for when you consider with ' 
how little mental power and corporeal labour a printer 
can get a guinea a week, it is a very desirable oo- 
cupation for you. Do you hear, — take all the pains 

w«8 a wajm eoalest between the ftiendj of the HBnoTeri»n buc- 
ecMkni, and thoae aguoat it, the oath of abjiuation having been 
imaaaiM, the ftrdioldw npoo eoe ode roae to go avaj . Upon 
idddiaTaiynDgninegaillaiiaii, ime of tbeir number, tan to the 
dooi to itop dum, (dng out with much eamestnea, " Staj, tuj, 
my fticnds, sad lit M near llu mguei out of it r ' 

. '.oogic 
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yon c^n i an*} if this does not do, we must think trf 
Bome oQ^er tay (if life for you. There's a guinea." 

Here^as one of the many, inany inst&nces of his 
BcUre b%evolence. At th« same time, the slow and 
soooroujfi solemnity with which, while he bent himself 
down, Aie addresMd a little thick short-legged boy, 
contTiisted with the boy's awkwardness and awe, could 
not Jmit excite some Iimictoub emotions. 

Ir met him at Drury-lane play-house in the even, 
in-g. Sir Joshua Reynolds, at Mrs. Abin&ton's re- 
quest, had promised to bring a body of wits to her 
'benefit ; and having secured forty places in the front 
boxes, had done me the honour to put me in the 
• gtxiup. Johnson sat on the seat directly behind me; 
and as he could neither see nor hear at sucli a distance 
from the stage, he was wrapped up in graTe al>. 
stractiun, and seemed quite a cloitd, amidst all the 
sunshine of glitter and gaiety. I wondered at hia 
|fatience in sitting out a play of five acts, and a farce 
of twa He said very little ; but after the prologue 
to " Bon Ton" had been spoken, which he could hear 
pretty well from the more slow and distinct utterance, 
he talked on prologue- writing, and observed, " Dry- 
den has written prologues superiour to any that 
David Garrick has written ; but David Garrick has 
written more gixid prologues than Dryden has done. 
It is wonderful that he has been abli; to write such 
variety of them." 

At Mr. Beauclerk's, where I supped, was Mr. 
Garrick, whom I made happy with Johnson's praise 
o( his prologuesj and I suppose, in gratitude to him, 
he took up one of his favourite topicks, the nationality 
of the Scotch, which he maint^ed in a pleasant 
manner, with the aid of a little poetical fiction. 
" Come, come, don't deny it : they are really national. 
Why, now, the Adams are as liberal-minded men as 
any in the world ; but, 1 don't know how it is, all 
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their worianen are Scotch. Vou arci to be^^^ jn,^ 
wonderfiilly free from that natJonftli^U. '''ft^oj^t m ji 
happena, that you employ the only Scotch 1' 
in Londm." He inutsted the 'manner r 
master with ludicrous exaggeration ; repeatin 
pauses and lialf-whistlings interject«d, 

** Oi AornJHi tuilimt dedU, — a 
Jmiit, — etertctoi ad tidera—ioUire iiultui." 
looking downwards all the time, and, while i 
nouncing the four last words, absolutely touching ti 
ground witL a kind of contorted gesticulation. 

Garrick, howcTer, when lie pleased, could im 
Johnson very exactly; for that great actor, with his I 
distinguished powers of expression which were so ( 
uuivei^ly admired, posseseed also an admirable talent 
6f mimickry. He was always jealous that Johnson 
spoke lightly of him. I recollect his exhibiting hint 
to me one day, as if saying, " Dary has some con- 
vivial pleasantry about him, but 'tis a futile fellow ;" 
which ne uttered perfectly with the tone and air of 

I cannot too frequently request of my readers, while 
thev peruse my account of Johnson's conversation, to 
enneavour to keep in mind his deliberate and strong 
utterance. His mode of speaking was indeed very 
impressive ; ' and I wish it could be preserved as 

1 Mj noble Mend Lrad Pembroke oud once to me at Wilton, 
irilh a happy pleasaatiy and lome truth, that, " Xh. JoIiiikhi'b 
aajinga would not i^peai m extiaordinaiy, were it not for hit 

(tRE-vov traj/." Tne aajings themsdvea are eeneiaUy of MerUng 
merit ; but, SonbUen, hii manner was an addidoo to theii efiect ; 
and literefoic Bhould be attended lo ■> much a* ma; be. It 
u necessary, hD<Fever,.to guaid tboae who were not Kquaiated 
wilh him againat OFSrcharged icoitsliona or caiicMurea of his 
manner, wMch are ^equently atternpted, and many of whidi are 
■eeond-haDd mpia trmn die late Mt. Hendeiam die actor, who, 
though agoodmimklof ■ome'penatu,did Dot repreaoit J<diiuan 
enrectly. 
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tnadck is written, according to the very ingenious 
method of Mr. Steele," who has shewn now the re- 
dtation of Mr. Gamck, and other eminent speakem, 
mig'ht be trajismitted to poaterity inscore.^ 

Next day I dined with Johnson at Mr. Thrale's. 
He attacked Gray, . calling him " a dull fellow." 
BoswBLL. " I understand he wasreseired, and might 
appear dull in company; but surely he was not dull 
in poetry." Joayeov. " Sir, he was dull in com- 
pany, dull in his closet, dull every where. He was 
dull in a new way, and that made many people think 
him GREAT. He was a mechanical poet." He then 
repeated some ludicrous lines, which have escaped my 
memory, and said, " Is not that oreat, like his 
Odea?" Mrs. Thrale maintmned thathia Odes were 
melodious ; upon which he exclumed, 

" Weave the waip, and weave the woof;"-— 
I add«d, in a solemn tone, 

" The wiodiog'Sheet of Edward's laoe^ 

There is a good line." — " Ay (said he), and the next 
line is a good one," (pronouncing it contemptuously); 

" Give ample verge and loom aun^ — ** 
" No, sir, there ore bnt two good staszaa in Gray's' 

1 Sec " FnaodUi fla(JonoH» ,• 01, nn Essay towards ertabliBh. 
ing the Melod; and Measure of Speech, to be expreswd and pa- ' 
petuated by peculiar Symbole." London, 1779. 

2 I use the phrase in icore, as Dr. Johnson fau enplnined it in 
his Dictionaiy. " A tongin StOBE, the words with ihe ihubcbJ 
oola of a song annexed." But I undeiEland t}^t in sdentiGck 
piun r iely it means all the parti of a musical composition notfd , 
down in tbe characten by which it is eihibited to the eye of th" 
skilfiil. 

[It «« declamUiM that Steele pretended to reduce to i^°™> 
by new diaracterE. Thie he called the melody of spttOt, not ine 
liarmoi^, wUeh the tenn in tcere imidia. B.] 
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poetry, which are in his ' Elegy in a Country Churcb- 
yard.' '' He theit repeated the Btauza, 

" For, who to dumb fingetfulDen a ficj," &C. 

mistakiifg one word ; for instead ot precincts he said 
confittts. He added, " The other atasza I forget." 

A young lady who had married a man much her 
inferiour in rank being mentioned, a question arose 
how a woman's relations should behare to her in such 
a situation ; and, while I recapitulate the debate, and 
recollect what has since happened, I cannot but be 
struck in a manner that deUcacy forbids me to ex- 
prees. While I contended that she ought to be 
treated with an inflexible steadiness of dtspleasuFe, 
Mrs. Thrale was all for mildness and forgiveness, and, 
according to the rulgar phrase, " making the best of 
a bad bargain." Johnson. " Madam, we must dis- 
tinguish. Were I a man of rank, I would not let a 
daughter starve who bad made a mean marriage; 
but having voluntarily degraded herself from the 
station winch she was originally entitled to hold, I 
would suj^rt her only in that which she herself had 
choeeu ; and would not put her on a level with my 
other daughters. You are to consider, madam, that 
it is our duty to nmntain the subordination of civi- 
lized society; and when there is a gross and shame- 
liil deviation from rank, it should be punished so as 
to deter others from the same perversion." 

After frequently considering this subject, I am 
more and more confirmed in what I then meant to 
express, and which was sanctioned by the authority, 
and illustrated by the wisdom, of Johnson; and I 
think it of the ubnost consequence to the happiness 
of Society, to which subordination is absolutely ne- 
cessary. It is weak, and contemptible, and un- 
worthy, in a parent to relax in such a case. It is 
aacrifidng general advantage to private feelings. And 
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let it be COTtsidered, that the claim of a daughter 
-who has acted thus, to he restwed to her former 
dtuatioD, is either fentastical or unjust. If there be 
no value in the distinction of rank, what does she 
su^r by being kept in the utuation to which she has 
descended? If tliere be a value in that distinction, it 
ought to be steadily maintained. If indulgence be 
shewn to such conduct, and tl>e offenders know that 
in a longer or shorter time they shall be received as 
well as if they had not contaminated their blood by ft 
base alliance, the great check upon that inordinate 
caprice which generally occasions low marriages, will 
be reraoyed, and the fair and comfortable order irf im- 
proved life will be miserably disturbed. 

Lord Chesterfield's letters being mentioned, John- 
son said, " It was not to be wondered at liat they 
bad BO great a sale, considering that they were the 
letters of a statesman, a wit, oue who had been so 
much in the mouths of mankind, oue long accustomed 
virUm voUtareper ora." 

On Friday, March SI, I supped with him and some 
friends at a tavern. One of the company attempted, 
with too much forwardness, to rally him on his late 
^pearance at the theatre ; but had reason to repeat 
of his temerity. " Why, sir, did you go to Mrs. 
Abington's benefit > Didyousee?" Johmson. '* No, 
sir." " Did you hear ?" Johnson. " No, sir." 
"Why then, sir, did you go?" Johkson. " Be- 
cause, sir, she is a favourite of thepublick; and when 
the publick cares the thousandth part for you that it 
does for her, I will go to your benefit too." 

Next morning I won a small bet from Lady Diana 
Beauclerk, by asking him as to <me of his parti- 
cularities, wKich her Ladyship laid I durst not do. 
It seems he had been frequently observed at the Club 
to put into his pocket die Seville oranges, after he 
had squeezed the juice of them into the drbk which 
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he made for himself. Beauclerk and Garrick talked 
of it to me, and seemed to think that he had a gtrange 
unwillingness to be discoFered. We could not divine- 
what he did with theni ; and this was the bold question 
ta be put. I saw on his table the spcnls of uie pre- 
ceding night, some fresh peels nicely scnped and cut 
into nieces. " O, sir (satd I), I now partly see what 
yoM ao with the squeexed oranges which you put into 
yonr pocket at the Club." Johnson. " I have a 
great love for them." Boswxll. "■ And pray, sir, 
what do you do with them ? Yon scrape them, it 
M«ns, Tery neatly, and what next?" Johnson. 
" Let them dry, sir." Boswkll. " And what next ?" 
JoKNBON. " Nay, sir, you shall know their &te no 
further." Bobwell. '.' Then the world must be left 
in tiie dark. It must be said (assuming a mock 
solemnity), he scraped them, and let them dry, but 
what he lud with them next, he never could be pre- 
vailed upon to tell." Johnson. " Nay, sir, you 
should say it more emphatically: — he could not be 
preruJed upon, even by hia dearest friends, to tell." 

He had this morning received bis Diploma as 
Doctor of Laws from the Unirersity of Oxford. He 
did not vaunt of his new dignity, but I understood 
he was highly pleased with it. I shall here insert the 
progress and completion of that high academical ho- 
nour, in the same manner as I have traced his ol>- 
taining that of Master of Arts. 

To the Reverend Dr. Fothbroill, Vice-Ckancellor 
of the Umversity of Oxford, to be commumcaied to 
the Heads ofl^mes, andproposed in Convocation. 

"MR. VICE-CHANCELLOR AND GENTLEMEN, 

" The honour of the degree of M. A. by diploma, 
formerly conferred upon Mr. Samuel Johnson, in 
c«nseque&ce <»F his having eminoitly distiDguiedied 
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biniBelf hf tbe publication of a series of Essays, ex- 
eellently calculated to form the maouers of the people, 
and ia wlticli the cause of religion and morality has 
been maintaJDed and recommended by the strongest 
powera of ar^ment and elegance of langva^, re- 
flected ao ei^ual degree of lustre upon the Unirersity 
itoelf. 

"The many learned labours which hare since that 
time employed the attention anA displayed the abili- 
ties of that great man, so much to the advancement 
of literature and the benefit of the comrauuity, render 
him worthy of more distinguished hcnours in the 
Itepublick of letters : and I persuade myself, that I 
shall act agreeably to the sentimcQts of the whale 
University, iu desiring that it may be proposed in 
Convocation to confer on him the degree of Doctor in 
Civil Law by diploma, to which I readily give my 
consent; and am, 

"Mr. Vioe-ChanceHor and Gentlemen, 
" Your affectionate friend and servant, 

" North." ' 
" DoTniDg-sDeet, 
March 23, IJTS." 

Diploma. 

" CANCELLARWS, Magislri,et Sckolaret Uni- 
versitatit OxonienHs omnilius ad ^uos presentes Li- 
Icree pervenerint, salutem in Domino Sempiternant. 

" SciATis,virum illuslrem, Samuklem Johnson, 
in otnni humaniorum Uterantm genere eruditum, om- 
niumgtte scietttiarum comprehensione Jelicissitnum, 
leriplit suit, ad popularium moresjbrmandos sammd 
verbonon eUganlia ac setUetttiarum gravitate cowpo- 
n(«, ita olint indaruiste, ut dignm videretur cat ab- 

1 Eibaded from the ConvocatiaD Kcpstei, Oxfcri- 
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AcademA su& eximia ouadam laudi* pramta de- 
Jireaiur, quique venerabilem Magiitrorum Ordmem 
summA oum dignilate cooptaretur .-. 

" Cum v«r6 eundem ctarisiimum vtrvM tot poslei 
tantique laboret, in palriA praserlim UnsvA ornandd 
et stabiliendd filiate r impenii, ita iniigntverinf,, ul in 
Literarum RepuhlicA J'rincefs jam et Priuario8 
JKte hafteainrt Nos, Canckllarius, Magistri, el 
Scholaret Universitatis Oxonientis, quo talis viri me- 
rita pari honoris remuneratione excequentur, et per- 
petuwm sua »imul laudii, noitraque ergi literm pro' 
pensissimce voluntatis extet monumentain, in Kienni 
Convocatume Doclortim et Magistrontm Regeniium, 
et non Regentium, pradictum Samuelem Johneon 
Doctoremin Jure CivilirenunciavimM et consiitKtmus, 
eumque viriute praientis Diplamatii singulis juries, 
privtlegiit et hortoribus, ad iMtum gradam qudqui per- 
tinentihus, Jrui et gaudere jussimut. In cuius rei- 
testimonium coTiituune Universitatis Oxoniensts sigU- 
lum jiriesentibus apponi fecimus. 

" Datum in Domo nostra Ctmvocationis die trice- 
timo Mensis Martii, Anno Domini Miiletimo septtn- 
gentesimo, teptuagesimo quinto." ' 

1 The originii] is in my pDHesoon. He shewed me the Di- 
jdonu, and aUoved me to ic&d it, but Tould not cratBemt to my 
taking > Btwjr of it, fduii^ pertups thM I should blaze it abioad 
in hi« life-time. Bia objection to ihia appous from hii OSth letter 
to Mrs. Thnde, wfiom in that letter hethuB Bodds for ibegresmesa of 
her flattery of him. — " The other Oxfoid newi is, IhU (b^hare 
sent me a denee of Doctor of lawa, with nieb naiaci in the IK- 
plamaaapeifaapaought tomakeineaUuimedi th<7 are vaiy lik« 
your piHiiea. I wondD whether I ibaU erer >bew it to you." 

It u remarkable that he never, bo far as I know, assamed his 
title of Doctor, but called himself JSr. JolunoD, Bi appear* tmta 
many of hi> cardi or nolea 1o myadf, and I h»e lea man; Anm 
him to other persona, in whichiuonifoniilylakatltatdaipiitlan. 
— I once observed on billable a letter directed to Umwidi the ad. 
dition of Ei/juirei and objected to it n being a deagnattoi in- 
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" Viro Reverendo. Thoma Fothevoill. S. T. P. 

Universitatis OxoniensU Vice-Caneellario. 

" S. P. D. 

" Sam. Johnsok. 

" MVLTIS non est oput, ut tettimonium quo, it 

praside, Oxotiienses tiomett meum poiteru commendA- 

runt, qualianimoaccepeTitncompertutnfaciam. Ntmo 

tibi placent non l^atur; nemo ttii -non placet, qui 

vobU, literarum arbitris, placere potuit. Hoc tamen 

habet incommodi iantum heneficium, guod mihi nun- 

quam postkac tine veilrx famce delrtmento vel labi 

Hceat -eel cessare; umperque sit timendum, ne quod 

mihi tam eximite laudi est, vobis aliquandojiat appra- 

hrio. Vale."' 

" 7. Id. Apr. 1775." 

He revised some sheets of Lord Hailes's " Annal* 
of Scotlaad," and wrote a few ootes on tlie margin 
with red ini, which he bade me tell his Lordship did 
not sink into the paper, and might be wiped off with 
a wet sponge, so tnat he did not spoil his manuscript. 
— 1 obseryed to him that there were very few of nis 
friends so accurate as that I could veiiture to put 
down in writing wlutt they told me as his sayings. 
Johnson. "Wly should you write down my mf- 
ingef" BoawELL. "I wnte them when they are 
good." Johnson. "Nay, you may as well write down 
the sayings of any one else that are good." But mhere, 
I mjght with great propriety hare added, can 1 find 



£ak>iii to thu of Doctor ; bat he checked me, and seemed plesMd 

vilh it, becBoee, as I omjectuied, be liked to be BometimeB taken 

t ot tbe dasa of literary men, and to be joeiely gentiel, — bfi 
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I visited him by ^tpoiDtmeot in the evening, and 
we drank tea with Mrs. Williauis. He told me that 
he had been in- the commny of a gentleman whose 
extraordinary travels hai been much the subject of 
conversation. But I found he had not listened to 
him with that ^11 confidence, without which there 
is little satisfaction in tlie society of traveUexs, I 
was curious to hear what opinion so able a judge as 
Johnson had formed of his abilities, and I asked if he 
was not a man of sense. -Johnson. "Why, sir, he 
is not a distinct relater ; and I should say, he ia 
neither abounding nor deficient in sense. 1 did sob 
perceive any superiority of understanding." Bos- 
well. " But will you not allow him a nobleness of 
resolution, in penetrating into distant regions?" 
Johnson. " That, sir, is not to the present purpose : 
We are talking of sense. A fighting cock has a 
nobleness of resolution." 

Next day, Sunday, Apiil 2, I dined with him at 
Mr. Hoole's. We taUcea oif Pope, Johnson. " He 
wrote his ' Dunciad' for ferae. That was his primary 
motive. Had it not been for that, the dunces mighfi 
" have railed against him til! they were weary, without 
his troubling himself about them. He delighted to 
vex them, no doubt ; but he had more' delight in 
seeing how well he coidd ves them." 

The " Odes , to Obscurity and Oblivion," in ridi- 
cule ot " cool Mason and warm Gray," being men- 
tioned, Johnson said "Th^ are dolman's best things." 
Upon its being observed that it was Jxlieved these 
Odes were made by Colman and Lloyd jointly; — 
Johnson. "Nay, sir, how can two people make aa 
Ode? Perhaps one made one of them, and one the 
other." I olwerved that two people had made a play, 
and quoted the anecdote of Beaumont and Fletcher, 
who were brought under suspicion of treason, because 
while concerting the plan of a tragedy when sitting 
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together at a taTcm, one of them was overheard 
saying to the other. " I'll kiU the King." Johnson. 
" The first of these Odes is the best ; but they are 
both good. Theyexposeda very bad kind of iFriting." 
BoswBLL. "Surely, air, Mr. Mason's 'Elfrida' is a 
fine Poem : at least you will allow there are some good 
passages in it" Johkson, " There are now and 
then some good imitations of Milton's bad manner." 

I often iFondered at his low estimation of the 
writings of Gray and Mason. Of Gray's poetry I 
hare, in a former part of this work, expressed my high 
opinion ; and for that of Mr. Mason I have ever en- 
tertained a warm admiration. His "Etfrida" is ex- 
quisite, both in poetical description and moral senti- 
ment ; and his " Caractacus" is a noble drama. Nor 
can I omit paying my tribute of praise to some of his 
snu^er poems, which I have read with pleasure, and 
which no criticism shall persuade me not to like. If 
I wondered at Johnson s not tasting the worlra of 
Mason and Gray, still more have I wondered at their 
not tasting Lis works : that they should be insensible 
to his energy of diction, to his splendour of images, 
and comprehension of thought. Tastes may differ as 
to the violin, the flute, the hautboy, in short all the 
lesser instruments ; but Who can be insensible to the 
powerful iiupressions of the majestick organ ? 

His " Taxation no Tyranny" being mentioned, he 
said, " I think I have not been attacked enough for 
it. Attack is the re-action; I never think I have 
hit hard, unless it re-bounds," Boswell. " I don't 
know, sir, what you would be at. Five or six shots 
of small arms in every news-paper, and repeated can- 
nonading in pamphlets, might, I think, satisfy you. 
But, sir, you'll never make out this match, of which 
we have talked, with a certain political lady, since 
you are bo sevwe against her principles." Johnson. 
" Nay, Mr, I have the better chance for that. She ia 
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like the Amazoos uf old ; she must be courted by tlie 
sword- But I have not been severe upon her." 
BoswBLL. " Yes, sir, you have made her ndiculous." 
JoHHBOH. "That was already done, sir. To en- 
deavour to maJce her ridiculous, te like bladdDg the 
chimney." 

1 put him io mind that the landlord at Ellon in 
Scotland said, that he heard he was the greatest man 
in England, next to Lord Mansfield. "Ay, sir (said 
he), the exception defined the idea. A Scotchman 
could go no farther : 

' Tbe foice of Nature could no fludMT go.' " 

Lady Miller's collection of verses by foshionable 
peojde, which were put into her VAse at B«tkeaston 
villa, near Bath, in competitiM) for honorary prizes, 
being mentioned, he held them very cheap: "Bouts 
Times (said he) is a mere c(»iceit, and an old conceit 
now,- I wonder how people were persuaded to write 
in that manner fw* tins lady." I named a gentleman 
of his acquaintuice who wrote for the Vase. John- 
son. "He was a blockhead for hb pains." Bos- 
will! "TTie Duchess of Northumb^land wrote." 
Joutiaott. " Sir, the Duchess of Northumberland 
may do what she pleases : nobody will say any thing 
to a lady of her high rank. But I should be apt 
to throw **»»««'s verses in his face." 

I tidked of the cheeriiduess of Fleet-Street, owing 
to the constant quick succession of people which we 
perceive pasMug through it Johnson. " Why, sir, 
Fleet-street has a. very animated appearance; but I 
think the fiill tide of human csistenca is at Charing- 
croas." 

He made the common remark on the unh^pinew 
which men who have led a busy life experience, when 
they retjrc in expectation of enjoying themtetves at 
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ease, and that Utey generally Imguiah fur want at 
their habitual occDpation, ana wiah to rettu-n to it. 
He nwDtioned aa atrtmg an instance of tjus as can 
well be imagined. " An eminent tallow-chuidler in 
hoadoa, who had acquired a consideraUe fortune, 
gave up the trade id &Tour of his foreman, and west 
to live at a country-house near town. He soon grew 
weary, and paid frequent visits to his (^ shop, 
where he denred they might let him know th«r meit- 
ing-days, and he would come and assist them ; which 
he accordingly did. Here, sir, was a man, to whom 
the most disgusting circumstances in the bunness to 
which he had been used. Was a relief from idleness." 

On Wedoesday, April 5, I dined with him at 
Messieurs Dilly's, with Mr. Jqhn Scott of Amweli, 
the Quaker, Mr. Laagton, Mr. Miller (now &r 
John), and Dr. Thomas Campbell, an Irish clergy- 
man, whom I took the liberty of inviting to Mr, 
DiUy's table, baying seea him at Mr. Thrale's, uid 
beea toJd that he had come to England chiefly with 
a view to see Dr. Johnson, for^wkom he entertained 
the highest veneration. He has sinCe published "A ' 
Philosophical Survey of the South of Ireland," a very 
entertaining botdi, which has, however, one fault ; — 
thattt assumes the fictitious character of an English.! 

We talked irf publick speaking. — Johnbok. ""Wa 
must not estimate a man's powers by his being able 
or not able to deliver his sentiments in puUick. 
Isaac Hawkins Browne, one of the first wits of this 
country, got into Parliament, and never opened hia 
mouth. For my own part, I think it is more dis- 
graceful never to try to apeak, than to try it, and 
fail ; as it is more disgraceful not to fight, than to .. 
figlrt and be beaten." This argument appared to 
me fatladoufl ; for if a nan has not spoken, it may be- 
said that he would have done very well if he had 
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tried; whereas, if he has tried and failed, tiiere is 
nothing to be said for him. "Why then (I asked), 
is it thought disgraceAil for a man not to light, and 
not disgraceful not to speak in publick f" Johnson. 
" Because there may be other reasons for a man's not 
.speaking in publick than want of resolution : he may 
have nothing to say, (laughing). Whereas, sir, you 
know courage is reckoned the greatest of all virtues; 
because, unless a man has that virtue, he has no se- 
curity for preserving Miy other." 

He observed, that " tfae statutes gainst bribery 
were intended to prevent upstarts with money from 
getting into Parhament ;" adding, that " if he Were 
a gentleman of landed property, he would turn out 
all his tenants who did not vote for the candidate 
whom he supported." Langton. "Would not 
that, sir, be checking the freedom of election?" 
Johnson. " Sir, the law does not mean that the pri- 
vilege of voting should be independent of (Jd family 
interest; of the permanent property of the coimtry." 

On Thursday, April 6, I dined with him at Mr, 
Thomas Davies'S, with Mr. Hicky the painter, and 
my old acquaintance Mr. Moody, the player. 

Dr. Johnson, as usual, spoke contemptuously of 
CoUey Cibber. "It is wondCTfiil that a man, who for 
forty years had lived with the great and the wittf, 
dioul^ have acquired so ill the talents of conversa- 
tion : and he had but half to furnish ; for one half of 
what he said was oaths.' ' He, however, allowed con- 
siderable merit to some of hia comedies, and stud 
there was no reason to believe that the " Careless 
Husband" was not written by himself. Davies said, 
he was the first dnunatick writer who introduced 
genteel ladies upon the stage. Johnson re^ed his 
observation by instancing several such characters in 
comedies before his time. Davies, (trying to de- 
fend himself tmn a charge of igncowice). " I mean 
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genteel moral cbaractera." " I tiiink («aid Hidiy), 
gentility and morality are inseparable." Boswell. 
" By no means, sir. The genteelest diaracters are 
often the most imnioral. Does not Lord Chesterfield 
gire precepts for uniting wickedness and the graces ? 
A man, indeed, is not genteel when be gets drank ; 
but most vices iniiy be eommitted very gente^y : a 
man may debauch his Mend's wife genteelly; he 
may cheat at cards genteelly." Hicky. " I ao not 
think that is genteel." Boswell. "'Btr, it may not 
be like a gentleman, but it m^ be genteeL" Johm- 
Bor(. " You are meaning two different thii^. One 
means exteriour grace ; the other honour. It is cer- 
tain that a man may be v«ry immoral with exteriour 
grace. Lovelace, in ' Clarissa,' is a very genteel and 
a very wicked charitct«r. Tom Hervey, who died 
t'other day, though a vicious man, was Mie (tf the 
genteelest men that ever hved." Torn Davies in- 
stanced Charles the Second. Johnson, (taking Are 
at any attack upon that Prince, for whom be had aa 
extraordinary jiartiality). " Charles the Second was 
licentious in his practice; but he always had a re- 
verence for what was good. Charles the Second 
knew his people, and rewarded merit. The Church 
was at DO time better fi^ed than in his reign. He 
was tJie best King we have had from his time till the 
reign of his present Majesty, except James the Se- 
craid, who was a very good King, but unhappily be- 
lieved tliat it was necessary for the salvation ta his 
subjects that tbey should be Roman Catholicks. He 
had the merit of endeavouring to do what he thought 
vas for the salvation of the souls of his subjects, till 
he lost a great empire. fVe, who thought that we 
should not be saved if we were Roman Catholicks, 
had the merit of maintaining our religion, at the 
expense of submitting ourselves to the government 
of King William, for it could not be done otherwise, 
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— to the gnvernment of flne of the most wortlilesa 
scoundrels that ever existed. No ; Charles the Se- 
cond was not such a man as ■■ — ■ — , (naming 

«iother King). He did not destroy his f^her'a will. 
He took money, indeed, from France ; but he did 
not betray those over whom he ruled; He did not 
let the French fleet pa«s ours. George the First 
knew nothing, and desired to know nothing; did 
nothing, and desired to do nothing j and the only 
good thing that is told of him is, tftflt he wished to 
restore the crown to its hereditary successor." He 
roared with prodi^oug violence against George the 
Second. When he ceased^ Moody interjected, in an 
Irish tone, and with a comick look, " Ah ! poor 
George the Second." 

I mentioned that Dr. Thomas Campbell had come 
from Ireland to London, principally to see Dr. John- 
son. He seemed angry at this observation. DaviIS. 
" Why, you know, sir, there came a man from Spain 
to see Livy;' and Corelli came to England to see 
Purcell," and, when he heard he was dead, went di- 
rectly back again to Italy." Johnson. " I should 
not bare wished to be dead to disappoint Campbell, 
had he been so foolish as you represent him ; but I 
should have wished to have been a hundred miles 
off." This was apparently perverse ; and I do be- 
lieve it wa^ not his real way of thinking : he could 
not Wt like a man who came so &r to see him. He 
laughed with some complacency, when I told him 
Campbell's odd expression to me concerning him : 
" That having seen such a man, was a thing to 
talk of a century hence," — as iThe could live so long. 



1 Plin. Epist. Lib. ii. Ep. 

2 [Mr. Davies cas here m 
land. B.] 
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We got into an argument whether the Judges 
who went to India might with propriety engage in 
trade. Johnson warmly maintained' that they might, 
" For why {he urged) should not Judges get ri«Scs, 
as well as those who deserve them less P" I s^d, they 
should have sufEcient salaries, and have nothing to 
take off their attention from the affairs of the piib. 
■ lick. Johnson. " No Judge, sir, can give his 
whole attention to his ollice ; ^id it is very proper 
that he should employ what time he has to himself, 
to his own advant^, in the most profitable manner." 
" Then, sir (said Davies, who enlivened the dispute 
by making it somewhat dramatick), he may become 
aa insurer ; and when he is going to the bench, he 
maybe stopped, — ^Your Lordship cannot go yet; 
e about , 



here is a bunch of invoices: several ships are ai 
to sail.' " Johnson. " Sir, you may as well say a 
Judge ^ould not have a house ; for they may come 
and tell him, 'Your Lordship's house is on fire;' and 
so, instead of minding the business of his Couri:, he 
is to be occupied in getting the engine with the 
greatest speed. There is no end of this. Every 
Judge who has land, trades to a certain extent in 
com or in cattle ; and in the land itself undoubtedly 
his steward acti^ for him, and so do clerks for a great. 
merchant. A Judge may be a farmer; but he is 
not to geld his own pigs. A Judge may play a little 
at cards for his amusement; but ne is not to playat 
marbles, or chuck iarthing in the Piazsa. No, sir; 
there is no profession to wliich a man givfes a very 
great proportion of his time. It is wonderiul when a 
calculation is made, how little the mind is actually 
employed in the discharge of any professiou. No man 
would be a Judge, upon the condition of being totally 
a Judge. The beet employed lawyer has his mind at 
work but for a small proportion of his time : a great 
deal of hk occupation is merely mechanical.— 1 one* 
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WTote for a magazine : I made a calculation, that if I 
should write but a page a day, at the same rat«, I 
should, in ten year^, write nine Foluraea in folio, of an 
ordinary siee and print." Boswell. " Such as Carte's 
History?" Johnson. " Yes, sir. When a man writes 
from his own mind, he writes very rapidly. ' The 
greatest part of a initer's time is spent in readingi 
in order to write ; a man will turn over half a lihrsry 
to make one book." 

I argued warmly ag^nst the Judges tradiiw, and 
mentioned Hale as an instance of a perfect Judge> 
who devoted himself entirely to his office. Johnson. 
" Hale, sir, attended to other things beside law : he 
left a great estate." Boswell. " That was, because 
what ne got accumulated without any exertion aod 
anxietv on his part." 

While the dispute went On, Moody once tried to 
say something on our side. Tom - Davies clapped 
him on the back, to encQurage him. Beaucterk, to 
whom I mentioned this circumstance, said, " that he ' 
could not conceive a more humiliating situation than 
to be clapped on the back by Tom Davies." 

We spoke of RoH, to whose Dictionary of Qnn- 
metce, Dr. Johnson wrote the Preface. Johnson. 
" Old Gardner the bookseller employed Rolt and 
Smart to write a monthly miscellany, called ' The 
Universal Visitor.' There was a formal written, con- 
tract, which Allen the printer saw. Gardner thought 
as you do of the Judge. They were bound to write 
nothing else; they were to have, I think, a third of 
the profits of his uxpenny pamphlet j and the con- 
tract ^as for nine^nue years. I wish I had thought 
of ^ving this to Thurlow, in the cause about Lite- 
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niry Property. What an escellent matance would 
it have been of the oppresgion of booksellers towards 
poor authoure V" (smiling). Davies, zealous for 
the honour of the Trade, said, Gardner was not pro- 
perly a bookseller. Johnson. "Nay, sir; he cer- 
tainly was a bookseller. He had served his time 
regularly, was a member of the Stationers' company, 
kept a anop in the face of mankind, purchased copy- 
right, and was a Bibliopole, sir, in every sense. I 
wrote for some months in 'The Univer^ Visitor,' 
for poor Smart, while he was mad, not then knowing 
the terms on which he was engaged to write, and 
thinking I was doing him good. I hoped his wits 
would soon return to him. Mine returned to me, 
and I wrote in ' The Universal Visitor- no longer." 

Friday, April 7, I dined with him at a Tavern, 
with a numerous company. Johneun. "I have been 
reading ' Twiss's Travels in Spain,' which are just 
come ODt. They are as good as the first book of 
travels that you will take up. They are as good as 
those of Keysler or Blainville : nay, as Addison's, ' 
if you except the learning. They are not so good as 
Brydone's, but they are better than Pococke's. I 

■ I There haa probably bten Bome iniatake sa lo the tErnu of this 
Bupposed eitnorfinaty contract, the redtal of which from hearsay 
affinded Johnson so much play far his apordve acutoiera. Or ^ 
it vaa worded u he supposed, it is so strange that I should coD' 
dude it was a joke. Mr. Ganlnei, I am assured, was a worthy and 
Bbend man. 

2 [Spe9ldngorAddison's&fn<irJttm/fiiI^in"Tbe Jtmmal of 
a Tour n the Hebrides," (p. 3W, 3d edit.) he says, " it ka hi- 
dkms book, and if it were cot BUached to Addison's previous re- 
putaCioD, one would not think much of it. Had he viitten nolhing 
dse, his name would not have lived. Addison does not seem to 
have gone deep into Italian literature : he shews nothing of it in Ms 
ssbsequent wntinga. — He shews a great deal of French Icainii^" 

W.J 
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have not, indeed, cut the leare« yet; but I Kave 
read in them where the pages are opes, and I do not 
suppose that what is in the pages miich are dosed is 
worse than what ia in the open pages.— It would 
seem (he added), • that Addison had not acquired 
much Italian le^iung, for we do not find it intro- 
duced into his writinga. The only instance that I 
recollect is his quoting ' Slavo bene ; per star nteg- 
lio, sloqui.'"^ 

I mentioned Addistm's having borrowed many of 
bis classical remarks &om Leasdro Alberti. Mr. 
Beauclerk s^d, " It was alleged tliat he bad b<a-- 
rowed also bom another Italian authour." Johnson. 
" Why, air, all who go to look for what the C)a»- 
sicks hare said of Italy, must find the same paa- 
aages;* and I should think it would be one of the 
first things the Italians would do on the refiTal of 
learning, to collectall that the Roman authours hare 
said of their country," 

Ossian being mentitmed ; — Johnson. "SnppoBiDg 
the Irish and Erae languages to be the sune, which I 
do not beUei%, yet as there is no reason to sumose 
that the inhal»tant8 (^ the Highlands and Hebndes 
ever wrote their native language, it is not to be cre- 
dited that a long poem was preserved among them. 
If we had no evidence of the art of writing being 
practised in one of the counties of England, we should 
not believe that a long poem was preserved there, 
though in the neighbouring counties, where the 
same lan^iage was spoken, the inhabitants could 

1 [Addiaon, hovever, ioet not mentiDD vheie thu cel^istcd 
EpiUph, which haa duded a tct; diligent inquiiy, is found. M.] 

2 [" But if you find the eume a^icalioui m uunhei book, 
thai Addison'a launing fitUs to the ground." Journal of a Tout 
to the Hefa]3dea, ui tupra. 2L] 
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vrite." BuucLERK- "The ballad of LQliburlero 
was onoe in tie moutlie of all the people of this 
countfy, and ia mid U> hare had a great effect in 
bringing about the Rev<Jiilion. Yet I question 
irhetlier any body can repeat it now; whi(^ shews 
how improbable it is that mudi poetry diould be 
preserved by tradition." 

One of tlte company suggested an internal ob- 
jectioD to the antiquity of the poetry said to be Os- 
dan's, that we do not nnd the wolf in it, which must 
hare been the case had it been of that age. 

The mention of the wolf had led Jt^nson to think 
of odier wild beasts ; and while Sir Joshua Reynolds 
and Mr. Langton were carrying on a diali^;ue about 
something which engaged tbem earnestly, he, in the 
midst of It, broke out, " Pennant tells rf Bears," — ■ 
[What he added, I have forgotten.T Tliey went on, 
which he being dull of hearing, did not perceive, or, 
if he did, was not willing to break off his t^k ; so he 
ccMttiDued to vociferate his remarks, and Bear (" like 
a word in a catdi" as Beaucl^'k said), was repeatedly 
heard at interrals, which coming ^m him who, by 
those who did not know him, had been so often as- 
amilated to that ferodoos animal, while we who were 
utting u^und could hardly stifle laughter, produced 
a very ludicrous effect. Slence having ensued, he 
proceeded : " We are t<dd, that the Uad< bear is in- 
nocent; but I dioald not like to trust inyself with 
him." Mr, Gibbon muttwed, in a low tone of vofce, 
" I should not like to trust myself with t/oa." This 

fiiece of sarcastick pleasantly was a prudent res*, 
ution, if applied to a competition of abilities. 

Patriotism having become one of our topicks, John- 
Bim suddenly uttered, in a strong determined tone, an 
i^Miphthegm, at'wbidi many will start: "Patriotism 
is the last refuge of a scoundrel-" But let it be con- 
tjdared, that he did not mean a real and generous 
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love of our country, but that pretended patriotism 
which so many, in all age« and countries, have made 
a doalc for self-interest. I maintained, that cert^nly 
all patriots were not scousdrets. Being urged (not 
by Johnson) to name one esceptioD, 1 mentioned an 
eminent person, whom we all greatly admired. John- 
son. " Sir, i do not say that he is not honest ; but 
we have no reason to conclude from his political con- 
duct that he is .honest. Were he to accept a place 
irom this ministry, he would lose tliat character of 
firmneBS which he has, and might be turned out of 
his place in a year. This ministry is neither stable, 
nor grateful to tlieir friends, as Sir Robert WaJpole 
was 7 so that he may think it more for his interest to 
take his chance of his party coming in." 
Mrs. Pritchard being mentioned, he said, " Her 

glaring was quit« mechanical. It is wonderful how 
ttie mind she had. ^r, she had never read the 
tragedy of Macbeth all through. She no more 
thought of the {Jay out of which her part was taken, 
than a shoemaker thinks of the skin, out of which the 
piece of leather, of which he is making a pair of shoes, 
IS cut," 

On Saturday, May 6, I dined with him at Mr. - 
Thrale's, where we met the Irish Dr. Campbell. 
Johnson had supped the night before at Mrs. Abipg- 
ton's with some &^hionable people whom he named ; 
and he seemed much pleased with having made one 
in so elegant a circle. Nor did he omit to pique his 
mistress a little with jealousy of her housewifery ; 
for he said (with a smile), "Mrs. Abington's jelly, 
my dear lady, was better than yoiirs." 

Mrs-. Thrale, who frequently pracUaed a coarse 
mode of flattery, by repeating his bon-mots in Ids 
hearing, told us tiiat he had said, a tXTtxia celebrated 
actor was just fit to stand at the door of an auction- 
room with a long pole, and cry " Pray, gentlemen^ 
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walk in ;" and tbat a certain authouf, upon hearing 
this, had said, that another still more celebrated 
actor wa§ fit for nothing better tiian thatj and would 
pick your pocket after you came out. Johnsom. 
" Nay, my dear lady, there is no wit in what oar 
friend added ; there la only abuse. You may as well 
say of any man that he will pick a pocket. Besides, 
the man who is stationed at the door does not pick 
people's pnckets ; that is done within, by the auc- 
tioneer." 

Mrs. Thrafe told us, that Tom Daries repeated, m 
a rery hjJd manner, the story of Dr. Johnson's first 
repartee to me, which I hare related exactly.' He 
made me say, " I jcas bom in Scotl^d," instead <J 
" I comejrtym Scotland ;" so that JoV.uson'a eaying^ 
" That, sir, is what a great many of your cAuntry- 
men cannot help," had no point, or even meaning: 
and that upon this being mentioned to Mr. Fitz- 
herbert, he observed, " It is not every man that can 
carry a 6on mot." 

On Monday, April 10, I dined witH him at Ge- 
neral Oglethorpe's, with Mr, Langton and the Irish 
Dr. Campbell, whom the General had obH^ngly 
given me leave to bring with me. This learned 
gentleman was thus gratified with a very high intel- 
lectual feast, by not only being in company with Dr. 
Johnson, but with General Oglethorpe, who haA 
been so long a celebrated name both at home and. 
abroad.^ 

1 P. 3. Vol. IT. 

2 Let roe here be' Bnawe<t lo paj my tribute of most suicera 
gratilude to the inemor; of that excelJenc peieon, my intiioBc; 
with irhom was Hie more valuable to me, because my finit at- 
(luainlanM with him was uneipected and unsolicited. Boon after 
the publication of my "Acanuit of Corsica," he did mt the 
hMionr to call on me, and approaching ma with a ftank courteom 
air, raid, " Mj mane, at, a Ogfeoorge, mil I widi to he ae^ 

VOL. ni. H. 

Li.,,l;o.O, Google 



74 THE IIFB OF [17T5. 

I must, affain and again, intreat of my -readers not 
to mppose that my imperfect record of conversatimi 
contams the wfaole of what was said by JohuMti, or 
other eminent persons who lived with him. What I 
have preserved, however, has the value of the most 
perfect authenticity. 

He this day enlarged upon Pope's melancholy re- 
mark, 

" Man neiei ii, but nltrsys to be blcK." 
He asserted, that thepretmt was never a happy state 
to any human being ; but that, as every put of life, 
ol which we are atnsdous, was at some point of time 
a period yet to cCme, ia which felicity was expected, 
there was some^ppiuess produced by hope. Being 
pressed upon this subject, and asked if he really was 
of opinion, that though, in general, happiness was 
very rare in human life, a man was not sometimes 
happy in the moment that was present, he answered, 
" Never, but when he is drunk." 

He urged General Oglethorpe to give the wiH-ld 
hiTLife. He said, "'I know no man whose Life 
would be more interesting. If I were furnished with 
materials, I should be very glad to write it." ' 

quunted vitb jDa." I vas not ■ little flattered to be tbui ad- 
dieued by an tminent man, of wbom I had tead in Fape, from 1117 
tsri; yean, 

" Or, diivoi by aOoag beneval»ice of soul. 
Win fly, like Oglettiorpe, ftom pole to pole." 
I ma fbrtonate enough to be found voitby of bis good o^nnion, 
inaomuch, tbat I not only was inviud to make one io the' many 
mpectable corapaniei whom be entertained at bis table, but had » 
cover at bis boajutable board every day when I happened to be dis- 
cnsiged ; and in hia sodely I never foiled to enjoy louned and 
anmuted coavcnation, seasoned with genuine Bentimests of virtu* 
a)ld religion. 

1 The a«neral sermed unwilling to enter npcm it at this time; 
kut upon ■mbseqnenloccasioa be CDinmunicaM tome B number 
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Mr. Soott of Amwell'B Elegies were lying in- the 
room. Dr. Johnson obeeired " They are rery well ; 
but »nji as ttpenty people might write." Upon thii 
Z took occasiim to controvert Horace's maiim, 



for here (I obserreil) was a very middle-rate poet, 
who pleased many readers, and therefore poetry of * 
middle sort was entitled U> some ' esteem ; nor could 
I see why poetry should not, like every thing else, 
have different gradations of excellence, and conger 
quently of value. Johnson repeated the common re- 
mark, that " as there is no necessity for our having 
poetry at all, it being merely a luxury, an instrument 
of pleasure, it can hare no value, unless when exqui- 
^te in its kind." I declared myself not satisfied, 
" Why, then, sir, (said he), Horace and you mmt 
settle it." He was not much in the humour of 
talking. 

No more of his conversation for some days appears 
in my jouroal, except that when a gentleman told 
him he had bought a suit of lace for his lady, he 
said, " Well, sir, you have done a good thing and a 
wise thing." " I have done a good tiling (said the 
gentleman), but I do not know that I have done e 
wise thing." Johnson. " Yes, sirj no money is 
better e^nt tiiau what is laid out for domestick sa- 
tisfaction. A man is pleased that hia wife is drest as 
well as other people ; and a wife is pleased that she is 
drest." 

<if puficobra, which I hare comimtted lo writingi but I «u not 
mmaattW ddigent in obtuoing more hota hiin, not appnbendiiig 
tlut hia fnends were >a Boon to lose him ; for notwithttoiiding hii 

■ ige, he was veiy healthy and Tigoroui, and wM at lait 

I off* by k violent fever, sbidi ii idtcn &lal at m; period of 



gnat age. 
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On Friday, April 14, being Good-Friday, I re- 
paired to ^im in tne morning, according to mj usual 
cnatom on that day, and brealcftsted with him. I 
observed tJiat lie listed so very strictly, that he did 
not even taste bread, and took no milk with hia tea; 
I suppose because it is a kind of animal food. 

He entered iipon the state of the nation, and thus 
discoursed : " Sir, the great misfortune now is, that 
government has too little power. AD that it, has to 
bestow must of necessity be given to support itself; 
90 that it cannot reward merit. No man, for in- 
stanoe, can now lie made a Bishop for his learning 
and piety;' his only chance for promotion is his 
being connected with somebody who has parlia- 
mentary interest. Our several ministers in this reign 
have out--bid each other in concessions to the people. 
Lord Bute, though a very h<mourable man, — a man 
who meant well, — a man who had his blood full of 
p«rDgalave,'^vafi a theoretical statesman, — a book- 
minister, — and thought this country could be go- 
verned by the influence of the Crown alone. Then, 
sir, he gave up a great deal. He advised the King 
to agree that the Judges should hold their places for 
Ufe, instead of losing them at the accession of a new 
King. Lord Bute, I suppose, thought to make the 
King popular hy this concession ; but the people 
never minded it ; and it was a most impditick mea- 
sure. There is no reason why a Judge should hold 
his office for life, more than any other person in pub- 
lick trust A Judge may be partial otherwise than 
to the Crown: we have seen Judges partial to the 
populace. A Judge may become corrupt, and yet 
there may not be legal eridence against him. A 
Judge may become froward from age. A Judge may 



1 Fioni thia too jiiiE obcervittian tliere ue a 



D,5,l;f..b,GOOgle 



z 



.^Etat. 66.J DR. JOHNSON, 77 

groiv uafit for his office in many wa^ If waa d^ 
mrable that there ahouM be a posaibilitjr of being de- 
livered from him by a new King. That is now gone 
by an iiet of ParUament ex gratid of the Crown. 
Zjoni Bute advised the King to give up a very large 
anm of money,' for vhich nobody thanked him. It 
was of consequence to the King, but nothing to the 
iblick, among whom it was^ divided. When I aay 
jrd Bute advised, 1 mean, that such acts were done 
when he was minister, and we are to suppose that he 
advised them. — Lord Bute shewed an undue par- 
tiality to Scotchmen. He turned out Dr. Nichols, a 
very emineot man, from being physician to the King, 
to make room for one of bis countrymen, a man very 
low in bis profession. He had ********** gjj^ «*«* 
to go on errands for him. He had occasion fw people 
to go on errands for him ; but be should not have 
had Scotchmen ; and, certainly, he should not have 
suffered them to have access to him beftn« the first 
- people in England." 

I told him, that the admission of one of them be- 
fore the first people in England, which had given the 
greatest offence, was no more than what happens at 

1 The mone}; atisiiig from (lie properly of the prizei uled 
before the dedanlkui Mwbt, which were given to hii HsjeM; 1^ 
tlie peace of Puia, slid Bmounted to upwards of 700,0001^ srd 
fnmx the landi in the ceded ialands, which wen atimated at 
300,0001. mote. Surely, there wu a noble munificence in this dft 
fmia a Monarch bi hia people. And let it be remembered, that 
during the Gail of Bute's administration, the King wa< gnuaouily 
pleaied to give up the beredjtaty revenues of the Crown, and to ac- 
etyl, instei^ of them, of the limited sum of 800,0001 a yen i 
upon vhjch Blackatone obeervra, that " The hereditary revenues, 
bcflnff put under the same management as the other branches of the 
publi^ patrimony, will produce more, and be better collected than 
berctofore ; and the pubhct is a gjdnei of upwardi of lOO.OOOJ. 
per oftnutR, by this unntdested bounty cS hit Majo^." Book I. 
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every nimister'a levee, where those who attend are 
admitted in the order that they have come, which is 
better than adtnittbg them according to their rankj 
for if that were to be the rule, a man who has waited 
all the inoming might have the mortification to see a 
peer, newly come, go in before him, and keep him, 
waiting stilL Johnson. " True, sir ; hut •••" 
should not have conte to the levee, to he in the way 
«f people of conBeqnence. He saw Lord Bute at all 
times ; and could have Baid what he had to say at 
any time, as well as at the levee. There ia now no 
Prime Minister: there is only an agent for govern- 
ment in the House of Commons. We are governed 
by the Cabinet : hut there is no fine head there since 
Sir Robert Walpole's time." Boswell. "What 
then, sir, is the use of Parliament?" Johnson. 
'' Why, sir. Parliament is a large council to the 
King ; and the advantage of such a council is, having 
a great number of men of property concerned in the 
legislature, who, for their own interest, will mot con- 
sent to bad laws. And you must have observed, sir, 
the administration is feeble and timid, and cannot act 
with thatauthonty and resolution which is necessary. 
Were I in power, I wwild turn out every man who 
dared to mpose me. Government has the distri- 
bution of offices, that it jnay be enabled to maintiun 
its .authority." 

" Lord Butie (he added) tmSt down too fiist, 
widiout building up something new." Boswell. 
" Because, sir, ne found a rotten building. The 
political coach was drawn by a set of bad horses ; it 
was necessary to dtange them." Johnson. " But 
he should have changed them one by one." - 

I told him that I had been informed by Mr. Orme, 
that many parts of the Eaat-lndies were better 
muiped than the Highlands of Scotland. Johnson. 
" That a country may be mapped, it must be tra- 
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veiled over," " Nay (sdd I, meaning to lau^ with 
him at one of his prejudices), can't you say, it ia not 
worth mapping?" 

As we walked to St. Clement's chnreli, and aair 
several shops open upon this most solemn fast-day of 
the Christian world, I remarkedjthat one disadvantage 
arisiiig froni the immensity uf London was, that do- 
body was heeded by his neighbour ; there was no fe&r 
of censure for not observing Good-Friday, as it ought 
to be kept, and as it ia kept in country-towns. He 
said, it was, upon the whole, very well observed eves 
in London. He however owned, that London was 
too large ; but added, " It is nonsense to say the 
bead is too big for the body. It would be as much 
too Hg, though the body were ever so large ; that is 
to say, though Uie country were ever so extensive. 
It has no similarity to a head connected with a 
body." 

Dr. Wetherell, Master of University College, 
Oxford, accompanied us home from church; and 
aAer he was gone, there came two other gentlemen, 
one of whom uttered the common-place complmnts, 
that by the increase of taxes, labour would be dear, 
other nations would undersell us, and our commerce 
would be ruined. Joknsoh, (smiling). " Never 
fear, nr. Our commerce is in a very good state ; 
and suppose we had no commerce at all, we could 
live very well on the produce of our own country." 
I cansot omit to mention, that I never knew any 
man who was less disposed to be querulous than 
Johnson. Whether the subject was his own situa- 
tiwi, or the state of the pubiick, or the state of 
human nature in general, though he saw the evils, bis 
miad was turned to resolution, and never to whining 
OT complaint. 

We went agfun to St. Clement's in the afternoon. 
He had found &ult with the preacher in the moniing 
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for not dioofiinir a text ftdwtcd.to the day. The 
preacher ia the afternom had choeen ime extremely 
proper ; " It ia finished." 

After the evening service, he said, "Oane, you 
shall go home with me, and sit just an hour." But 
he was better tlian hia word ; for after ^e had drunk 
tea with Mrs. Williams, he asked me to go up to his 
study with him, where we sat a long while together 
in a serene undisturbed frame of mind, sometimea in 
gilence, and sometimes conrerging, as we felt our- 
selves inclined, or more properly speaking, as he was 
inclined ; for during all the course of my long inti- 
macy with him, my respectful attention never abated, 
and my wish to hear him was such, that I constantly 
watched every dawning of communication from that 
great and illuminated mind- 
He observed, " All knowledge is of itself of some 
value. There is nothing so minute or inconsidei^Ue, 
that I would not rather know it tiian not. In the 
same manner, all power, of whatever sort, is of itaelf 
desirable. A man would not submit to learn to hem 
a ruffle, of his wife, or his wife's maid ; but if a mere 
wish could attain it, he would rather wish to be able 
to hem a ruffle." 

He again advised me to keep a journal fully and 
minutely, but not to mention such trifles as, that 
meat was too much or too little done, or that tlie 
weather was fair or rainy. He had, till very near 
his death, a contempt for the notion that the weaker 
affects the human frame. 

I told him that our friend Goldsmitli had said to 
me that he had come too late into the world, for that 
Pope and other poets had taken up the jdaoes in the 
Temple of Fame ; so that as but a few at any period 
can possess poetical reputation, a man of genius can 
now hardly acquire it. Johnson. " That is one of 
the most sensible things I hare ever heard of GoId< 
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Bmith. It is difficult to get literary feme, and it is 
eyerr day growing more difficult. Ah, sir, that 
should tnalce a mas think of eecuring happiness in 
another world, which all who try sincerely for it may 
attain. In comparison of that, how little are all other 

all men, and all men act under an impression 01 it. 



;ompariBoo 
things ! The belief of immortality is impressed u 



however they may talk, and though, perhaps, they 
may be scarcely sensible uf it." I said, it appeared 
to me that some people had not the least notiw of 
immortality ; and T mentioned a distinguished gentle- 
man of our acquaintance. Johnson, " Sir, if it 
were not for the notion of immortality, he would cut 
a throat to fill his pockets." When I quoted this to 
fieauderk, who knew much more of the gentleman 
than we did, he said, in his add manner, " He would 
cut a throat to fill his pockets, if it were not for fear 
of being hanged." 

Dr. Johnson proceeded : " Sir, there is a great cry 
alxHit infidelity: but there are, in reality, very few 
infidels. I have heard a person, originally a Quaker, 
hot now, I am airiud, a Deist, say, that he did not 
believe there were, in all England, above two hundred 
infidels." 

He was pleased to say, " If you come to settle 
here, we will have (me day in the week on which w« 
will meet by ourselves. That is the happiest con- 
versation where there is no competition, no vanity, 
but a calm quiet interchange of sentiments." In his 
private register this evening is thus marked, " BoB- 
well sat with me till night; we bad some serious 
talk,'" It also appears from the same rec»rd, that 
after I left him he was occupied in religious duties, 
in " giving Francis, his servant, some mrections for 
preparation to communicate; in reviewing his life, 

1 Vrajta tod HediUtion*, p. 138. 
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and resdvinff on better conduct." The humility uid 
pietjr wbichlie discovers on such occadons, is trul^ 
ediJyiiig. No .saint, howerer, in the course of his 
religious warfare, was more sensible of the unhappy 
feilure of pious resolres, than Johnson. He said one 
day, talking to an acquaintance on this subject, " Sir, 
Hell is paved with good intentions."' 

On Sunday, April 16, being £aster-day, after 
having attended the solemn service at St. haul's, 1 
dined with Dr. Johnson &nd Mrs. Williams. I main- 
taioed that Horace was wrong in placing happiness in 
Nil admirari, ftir that I thought admiration one of 
^e most agreeable of all our feelings ; and I regretted 
that I had tost much' of my disposition to admire, 
which people generally do as they advance in life. 
Johnson. " Sir, as a man advances in life, he gets 
what is better than admiration, — judgement, to esti- 
mate .things at their true value." I still insisted 
that admiration was more pleasing than judgement, 
as lote is more pleasing than iriendship. The feeling 
of friendship is -like that of being comfortably filled 
with roast beef; love, like being enlivened with 
champagne. Johnson. "No, sir; admiration and 
lore are like being intoxicated with champagne; 
jndgementandlriendshtplikebeingentivened. Waller 
has hit upon the same thought with you:* but I 

I [Thi) 18 B proveibiBl s 
Aill of good nieaimies and wi 
p. 11. edit. 16S1. M.] 

2 "Amoretl as tveet uid good 
As the moEt delidaaE Mod ; 
WMch but tasted does imiMrC 
Life and gladness (o tUe heart. 

Sachariesa'g beauty's wine, 
WMch to madncsa does incline { 
Sucb ■ liquor as no biain 
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don't believe ^bu hare borrowed from WaOer. I wish 
you would enable yourself to borrow more." 

He then took occasion to enlarge on the advantages 
of reading and combated the idle superficial notitm, 
that knowledge enough may be acquired in conversa- 
tion. " The foundation (said he) must be laid by 
reading. General principles must be had from books, 
which, however, must be brought to the test of real 
life. In conversation yon never get a system. What 
is said upon a subject is to be gathered from a hun- 
dred peo|^. The parts of a truth, which a man gets 
thus, are at such a distance from each other that he 
never attains to a fiill view." 

" TO BENKET LAVQTOS, KSQ. 
" DEAR SIR, 

" I HAVE inquired more miautely about the me- 
didne &xe the rheumatism, which I am sorry to hear 
that you still want. The receipt is this : 

" Take equal quantities of flour of sulphur, and,^aur 
of mustard-seed, make them into an electuwy with 
honey or treacle ; and take a bolus as big as a nutm^ 
several times a day, as you can bear it: drinking 
after it a quarter of a pint of the infuaon of the root 
of Lovage. 

" Lovage, in Ray's ' Nomenclature,' is Levis' 
dcum : perhaps the Botanists may know the Latin 

" Of this medicine I pretend not to judge. There 
is all the appearance of its efficacy, whidi a single 
instance can afford: the patient was very old, the 
pain very violent, and the relief, I think, speedy and 
lastiDg. 

" My o|Hnion of alteratire medicine is not high, 
bat quid teniassf nocebtt? if it does harm, or does no 
good, it may be coaitted; but that it may do good. ■ 
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you taavei I hi^i reaaon to think is desired by, nr. 



yourn 

" Humble Bcrvsnt, 
» April 17, 177&" " Sam, Johnson." 

On Tuesday, April 11, he and I were engaged to 
go with Sir Joehua Reynolds to dine with Mr. 
Cambridge, at his beautiful villa on the banliB of the 
Thames, near Twickenham. Dr. Johnson's tardiness 
was such, that Sir Joshua, who had an appointment 
at Richmond, early In the day, was obfiged to go 
by himself on horseback, leaving his coach to John- 
eon and me. Johnson was in such good spirits, that 
every thing seemed to please him as we drove along. 
Chir conversation turned on a variety of siibjects. 
He thought portr^t-paintJng an improper employ- 
. ment for a woman. " Publick practice of any art, 
(he observed), and staring in men's feces, is very in- 
delicate in a female." I happened to start a que^oflt 
whether when a man knows Uiat some of his intimate 
friends are invited to the house of another friend, 
with whom they are all equally intimate, he may jwn 
them without an iuvitaUon. Johnson. "No, sir; 
he is not to go when he is not invited. They may be 
invited on purpose to abuse him," (smiling). 

As a cunous instance how little a man knows, or 
wishes to know, his own character in the world, or,, 
rather as a conviBcing proof that Johnson's roughness 
was only external, and did not proceed from his heart, 
1 insert the following dialogue. Johnson. " It is 
wonderful, sir, how rare a qij^ity good humour is in 
life. We meet with very few good humoured men." 
I mentioned four of our frienos, none of whom he 
would allow to be good humoured. One was add, 
another was muddy, and to the others he had objec- 
tions which have escaped me. Then, shaking hi» 
bead and ab'etchiDg himself at ease is the coach, and 
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BintliDg with much complacency, he turned to tne and 
said, " I look upon mvself as a good humoured fel- 
low." The epithet ftfloju, applied to the great Lexi- 
cographer, the stately Moralist, the masterly Criticic, 
as if he had been Sam Johnson, a mere pleasant 
companion, was highly diverting; and tfaia light 
notion of himself struck me with wonder. 1 answered, 
also smiling, " No, no, sir ; that will itO( do. You 
are good natured, but not good humoured : you are 
irascihle. You have not patience with folly and ab- 
surdity, I believe you would pardon them, if there 
were time to deprecate your vengeauce ; but punish- 
meat follows so quick after sentence, that they caanot 
escape." 

I nad brought with me a great bundle of Scotch 
magazines and news-papers, in which his "Journey 
to Mie Western Islands" was attacked in everv mode ; 
and I read a great part of them to him, knowing they 
would afford him entertainment. I wish the writers 
of tliem had been present: they would have been 
sufficiently vexed. One ludicrous imitation of his 
style, by Mr. Maciaurin, now one of the Scotch 
Judges, with the title of Lord Dreghom, was dis- 
tingui^ed by him from the rude mass. " This (said 
he) is the best But I could caricature my own style 
much better myself." He defended his remark upon 
the general ingu^ciency of education in Scotland; 
and confirmed to me the authenticity of his witty 
saying on the learning of the Scotch ; — " Their learn- 
ing is like bread in a besieged town : every man get& 
a little, but no man gets a fiill meal." " There i> 
(said he) in Scotland a diffusion of learning, a certain 
portion of it widely and thinly spread. A merchant 
has as much learning as one of their clergy." 

He talked of Isaac Walton's Lives, which was one 
of his most favourite books. Dr. Donne's Life, he 
E^d, was the most perfect (^ them. He observed,' 

VOL. in. ' ■ 1 ' 
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. dtat " it was ironderful tliat Walton, who was in a 
very low situation in life, ehould hare been tatniliarl^ 
ceceired by so many great men, and that at a time 
when the ranis of society were kept more separate 
thaa they are now." He supposed that Walton had 
then given up his business as a ]inen-draper and 
sempster, and was only an anthour ; ' and added, 
" that he was a great panegyrist," Boswzll. " No 
qiulity will get a man more friends than a disposition 
to admire the qualities of others. I do not mean 
&ittery, but a sincere admiration." Johnson. " Nay, 
sir, flattery pleases very generally. In the first place, 
the flatterer may think fdiat he says to be true : but, 
in the second pmce, whether he thinks so or not, he 
certainly thinks thuee whom he flatters of consequence- 
enough to be flattered." 

No sooner had we made our bow to Mr. Cambridge, 
in his library, than Johnson ran eagerly to one ^de 
of the room, intent on poring over the backs of the 
books.' Sir Joshua observed (aside), "He runs to 
the books as I do to the pictures : but I hare the ad- 
Tantage. . I can see much more of the pictnres than 
he can of the books." Mr. Cambridge, upon thia> 
politely said, " Dr. Johnson, I am going, with joar 
pardon, to accuse myself, for I have the' same custom 



m bwineniiU 1643. But in 1664 Di. King, Kahopof OiU 

Iter, in a letta prc&ied to hia Lives, meiitiaiii hM liaving 

been fiuniliBrl; acquunled witb him fbr foTtj yean ; aod in l£31 

he.«M BO'iDliiDBte with Di. Donne, that he was one of the Mends 

who attended Mm on his death-bed, J. B.— O,] 

3 [The fint time he dined with me, hewasdieini into mj book 
Mom, and instantly pored over the letttrii^ of each vohmie within 
Ml reach. M; collection of bookt it veijr miaedkneeuB, and 
I feared there might be,wme ammg them that he would not like. 
But sedng the numb^ of volumes very conriderable, he said, 
" You are an honeat man, to have fimned so great an accumulation 
oflcDDwIedge." B.] 
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which I peneire you have. But it seema odd tliat 
one should bare Eiucb a desire to look at the backs of 
books." Johnson, ever ready for contest, instnitlT 
started from his r^erie, wheeled about and answered, 
" Sir, the reason is very plain. Knowledge is of two 
kinds. We know a. subject ourselves, or we know 
where we can find ittformatioQ upon it. When we 
inquire iuto any subject, the first thing' we hare to 
do is to know what books have treated of' it. This 
leads us to look at catalogues, and the backs of books 
in libraries." Sir Joshua observed to me the extr^ 
ordinary promptitude with which Johnson flew upon 
an argument. " Yes (said 1), he has no formal pre- 
paration, no flourishing wiUi his sword ; he is through 
your body in an instant," 

Johnson was here solaced with an elegant enter- 
tainment, a very accomplished bmily and much good 
company ; among whom was Mr. Harris of Salisbury, 
who pa id him manv compliments on his "Journey to 
tiie Westerp Islands." 

The commim remark as to the utility of reading 
history being made ; — JoHNSoN. " We must conwder 
how very little history there is ; I mean real authen- 
tick history. That certain Kings reigned, and certain 
battles were fought, we can depend upon as true; 
but all the colouring, all the philosophy of history ta 
conjecture." Boswell. " Then, sir, you would re- 
duce all history to no b^ter than an dmanai^, 
a mere chronological series of remarkable events." 
Mr. Gribbon, who must at that time have been era- 
ployed upon his history, of which he published the 
first volume in the following year, was present ; but 
did not step forth in defotce of that species of 
writing. He probaWy did not like to trust himself 
with Johnson ? ' 

I See p. 71. 
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Johnson observed, that the force of our early habits 
was so great, that though reason approved, nay, 
though OUT senges relished a different courge, almoet 
every man retamed to them. I do not believe there 
ig any obserration upon hiiman nature better founded 
than tiiis ; and in many cases, it is a very painful 
truth ; for where early habits hare been mean and 
wretched, the joy and elevation resulting from better 
■nodes of life must be damped by the gloomy con- 
sdouaneas of being under an almost inevitable doom 
to sink back into a situation which we recollect with 
disgust. It surely may be prevented, by constant 
attention and unremittmg exertion to establish con- 
trary haluts of superiour efficacy. 

" The Beggar's Opera," and the common i^uestJoD, 
iriKther it was pernicious in its effects, hanng been 
introduced ,-— Johnson. " As to this matter, which 
has been very much contested, I myself am of opinion, 
that more influence has been ascnbed t« ' The Beg- 
gar's Opera' than it in reality ever had ; for I do not 
believe that any man was ever made a rogue by being 
present at its representation. At the same time I 
do not deny that it may have some influence, by 
making the character of a rogue familiar, and in some 
d^iree pleasing."' Then collecting himself, as it 

1 A verf eminent physician, whose diBCfmmcnt is as scute and 
penetnting in jud^ng of the human chanctcn bb it is in his om 
piofeuloD, lEmaiked once at a dub where Iwaa, that a lively 
young man, fond of plfwiire, and without money, would haidjy 
retiBt a solidtadon from his mistreM to go upon the highway, im- 
jnediately after being present at the representation of "■ The Btg- 
«h'« Opera." I have been told of so irgenioua obaervation by 
Mr. ribbon, that " The Beggar's Open may, pshaps, have 
•omeliiDes increaged the number of highwaymen ; but that it baa 
had a beneBcial ^ect in teliDing that class of men, mailing tham 
len ferodoui, more polite, in short, more lite gentlemeo," Upon 
Ail Hi. Courtenay said, that " Oay was the Oiphcua of high- 
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were, to give a heavy Btroke : " There is in it such a 
labefactatitm td all pnncipleB, as may be injunoug tQ 
morality." 

While lie pronounced this response, we sat in a 
comical sort of restraint, sinotheriiig a laugh, which 
we were afraid might burst out. In his life of Gay, 
he has been still more decisive as to the inefficiency 
of " The Beggar's Opera" in corrupting society. But 
Ihaveever thought somewhat differently; for, indeed, 
not only are the gaiety and heroism of a~ bighwaymait 
Tery captivating to a youthful imagination, but the 
arguments for adventurous depredation are so plausi- 
We, the allusions so lively, and the contrasts vnth the 
ordinary and more pmnnil modes of acquiring pro- 
perty are so artfully displayed, that it requires a cool 
and strong judgement to resist so impoung an t^pre- 
gate : yet, I own, I should be rery sorry to have 
" The Beggar's Opera" suppressed ; for tltere is in it 
so Riucli of real London hie, so much brilliant wit, 
and such a, variety of airs, which, from early associa- 
tion of ideas, engage, soothe, and enliven the mind, 
that no performance which the theatre exhibits de- 
lights me more. 

The late " uwrtAy Duke of Queensberry, ae 
Thomson, in his " S^sons," justly characterises him, 
told me, that when Gay shewed nim " The Beggar's 
Opera," his Grace's observation was, " This is a very 
odd thing, Gay; I am satisfied that it is ei^er a very • 
good thing, or a very bad thing," It proved the 
fiwnier, beyond tiie warmest expectations of the 
anithour or his friends. Mr. Cambridge, however, 
shewed us to^ay, that there was good reason enough 
to doubt concerning its success. He was told by 
Quin, that during the first nigbt of ita appearance it 
was lon^ in a very dubious state ; that tnere was a 
dispoeitioD to damn it, and that it was saved by the 
■me. 
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the audience being much affected by the innocent 
looks of Polly, when she cane tn those two lines, 
-which eshibit at once a painful and ridiculous image, 

" For on the rope that hangs my Dear, 
Dcpendg poor Polly's hft." 

Quin himself had so bad an opinion of it, that he 
refused the part of Captain Macheath, and gave it to 
Walker, who acquired great celehrity by his grave yet 
animated peHbrmance of it. 

We talked o( a young gentleman's marriage with 
an eminent singer, and his determination that she 
diould no longer sing in publick, though hia father 
•ma very earnest she should, because her taJents 
would be liberally rewarded, so as to make her a good 
fortune. It was questioned whether the young 
Hjentleman wbo had not a shilling in the world, but 
was blest «ith very uncommon talents, was not fool- 
ishly delicate, or foolishly proud, and hjs (a&er truly 
rational without being mean- Johnson, with all the 
high spirit of a Roman senator, exclaimed, " He re- 
solved wisely and nobly to be sure. He is a brare 
man. Would not a gentleman be disgraced by having 
his wife singing publickly for hire ? No, sir, tiiere 
can be no doubt here. I know not if I should not • 
prepare myself for a publick singer, as readily as let 
my wife be one." 

Johnson arraigned the modem politicks of this 
country, as entirely devoid of all principle of whatever 
kind. " Politicks (said he) are now nothing mOre than 
means of rising in the world. With this sole view do 
men engage in politicks, and their whole conduct 
proceeds upon it. How different in tbat respect is 
the state or the nation now from what it was in the 
time of Charles the First, during the Usurpation, 



0, Google 



^tal. 66.] DR. JOHNSON. 91 

and after the BestoratioD, in the time of Charles the 
Second. Hudibras affords a strong proof how much 
hold politick prindplea had then upon the minds of 
men. There is in Hudibras a great deal of bullion 
which wilt always last. But to be sure the brig;ht«8t 
strokes of his wit owed their force to the impressioa 
of the characters, which was upon men's minds at the 
time ; to their knowing them, at table and in the 
street ; in short, being familiar with them ; and above 
all, to his satire being directed against those whom a 
little while before they had bated and feared. The 
nation in general has ever been loyal, has been at all 
times attached to the monarch, though a few daring 
rebels have been wonderfully powerftU for a time. 
The murder of Charles the Firgt was undoubtedly 
not committed with the approbation or consent of the 
people. Had that been the case. Parliament wouid 
not have ventured to consign the regicides to their 
deserved punishment. And we know what exuber- 
ance of joy there was when Charles the Second was 
restored. If Charles the Second had bent all his mind 
to it, had made it his sole object, he might have been 
as absolute as Louis the Fourteenth." A gentleman 
observed he would have done no harm if he had. 
Johnson. "Why, sir, absdute princes seldom do 
any harm. But they who are governed by them are 
governed by chance. There is no security for good 
government." Cambridge. " There have been many 
sad victims to absolute government." Johnsos. 
" So, sir, have there been to popular factions." Bos- 
will. "The question is, which is wjorst, one wild 
beast or many?" 

Johnson praised " The Spectator," partitnlarly 
^e character of Sir Roger de Coveriey. He said, 
" Sir Roger did not die a violent deatii, as has been 
genenJly fancied. He was not killed ; be died only 
because others were to die, and because his death af. 
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forded an oppurtunity to Addieon for Bimie very fine 
writing. We have the example of Cervantes Hiaking 
Doa Quisote die. — I never could Bee why Sir Roger 
IB represented .as a little cracked, it appears to me 
tliat the story of the widow was intended to have 
something superinduced upon it; but the super> 
structure did not come." 

Somebody found &ult with writing rerses in » 
dead language, maintaining that they were merely 
arrangements of so many words, and laughed at the 
Universities of Oxford and Cwnbridge, for sending 
forth collections of them not wily in Greek and Latin, 
but eren in Syriack, Arabick, and other more unknown 
tongues. Johnson. " I would have a» many of these 
as possible ; I would have verses in every language 
that tltere are the means of acquiring. Nobody 
imagines that an University is to nave at once two 
hundred poete; but it should be aide to shew two 
hundred scholars. Pieresc's death was lamented, I 
think, in fort^ languages. And I would have had at 
every coronation, and every death of a. king, every 
Gaudiiim, and every Luclui, University verses, in aa 
many languages as can be acquired. I would have 
tlte world to be thus told, ' Here is a school where 
•veiy thing may' be learnt.' " 

Having set out next day on a visit to the Earl of 
P^broke, at Wilt«n, and to my friend, Mr. Temple, ' 
at Mamhead, in Devonshire, and not having returned 
to town till the second of May, I did not see Dr. 
Johnson for a omsideraUe time, and during the re- 
Ktaming part of my stay in London, kept very imper- 
fect notes of his conversation, which had I, acctn'oing 
to my usual custom, writt^i out at large soon after 
the tune, much might haite beea preserved, whicli is 
WW irretrievably lost. I can now xaly record some 

lFag«4S. 
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particular sceoes, and a few fragmeots of his memora- 
bilia. But to make some ameuds for my relaxation- 
of diligence in one fespect, I have to present my 
readers with arguments Upon two law caseSf^Mii^ 'i 
which he favoured me. 

On Saturday,the sixth ofMay.Te dined by ourselves 
at the Mitre, and he dictated to me what follows, to 
obviate the complaint already mentJoued,' which had 
been made in the form of an action in the Court of 
S^sion, by Dr. Memis, of Aberdeen, that in the same 
translation of a charter in which physicimu were 
mentioned, he was called Doctor of Medicine. 

"There are but two reasons for which a physician 
can decline the title of Doctor of Medicine, because 
he Buppmes himself disgraced by the doctorahm, or 
supposes the doctorship di^raced by himself. To be 
disgraced by a title which he shares in common with 
ev«ry illustrious name of his profession, with Boer- 
haare, with Arbuthnot, and with CuUen, can surely 
diminish no man's reputation. It is, I suppose, to 
the doctorate, from which he ahrints, tliat he owes 
his right of practising nhysicl<. A doctor of Medicine 
is a physician under the protection of the laws, and 
by the stamp of authority. The physician who is not 
a Doctor usurps a profession, and is authorized only 
by himself to decide upon health and sickness, and 
life and dea^. That tnie gentleman is a Doctor, his 
diploma makes evident; a diploma not obtruded upon , 
him, but obtained by solicitation, and for which fees 
were paid. With what countenance any man can re- 
fute the title vrhich he has either begged or bought, 
is not easily discovered, 

" All verbal injury must comprise in it either some 
felee position, or some unnei^ssary declaration of 
defiimatory truth. That in calling him Doctor, a felae 

1 Fags 18. 
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appeUation was ^ven him, he bimBelf will not pretend, 
who at the same time that he complains of tiie title, 
would be offended if we supposed him to be not a 
Doctor. If the title of Doctor be a defematory truth, 
it 18 time to dissolve our colleges ; for why should the 
publick give salaries to men whose appmiatioD is re- 
proach ? It may likewise deserve Uie notice of the 
puhlick to consider what help can be given to the 
professors of physick, who all snare with this unhappy 
gentleman the ignominious appellation, and <^ whom 
the very boys in the street are not afraid to say. 
There goes the Dodor. 

" What is implied by the term Doctor is well 
known. It distinguishes him to w)iom it is granted, 
as a nan who has attained such knowledge of his 
proiessiou as qualifies him to instruct others. A 
Doctor of Laws is a man who can form lawyers by 
his precepts. A Doctor of Medicine is a man irfio 
can teach the art of curing diseases. This is an old 
axiom which no man has yet thought fit to deny. 
Nil dot quod non hahet. Upon this principle to be 
Doctor implies skill, ibr nemo docet quod non didicit. 
In England, whoever practises physick, not being a 
Doctor, must practise by a licence : hut the* doctorate 
conveys a licence in itself. 

" By what accident it happened that be and the 
otiter physidans were mentioned in different terms, 
where the terms themselves were equivalent, or where 
in effect that which was applied to him was the most 
houourable, perhaps they wno wrote the paper cannot 
BOW remember. Had they expected a lawsuit to 
have been the consequence of such petty variation, I 
hope they would have avoided it.' ^ut, probably, as 

I Id jualic« to Dr. Meniig,lhough I wasaKunsttmn w ao Ad- 
vocUb, I must mention, that he objected lo & vanstion itrj cK> 
neatly, b«(bte the transladoQ wsi piiatd off. 

'.oogic 



£tat. 66.] DH. JOHNBON. 95 

they meaat do ill, they suspected no danger, and, 
thetefore, consulted only what appeared to them pro. 
priety or coavenience." 

A few days afterwards, I couBidted him upon'>a 
cause, Paterson and others againat Alexander and 
others, which had been decideil by a casting vote in 
the Court of Session, determining that the CorporatiiHt 
of Stirling was corrupt, and setting aside the electuHi 
of some of their officers, because it was prored that 
three of the leading laeu who influenced the majority, 
had entered intc an unjustitiable compact, of which, 
howerer, the majority were ignorant. He dictated 
to me, after a little consideration, the following seo- 
tences upon the subject : 

" There is a difference between majority and su- 
periority; majority is applied to number, and su- 
periority to power ; and power, like many other things, 
IS to be estimated Tton ttumera sed pondere. Now 
though the greater num^^ is not corrupt, the greater 
vxidit is corrupt, so that corruption predominates in 
the Dorongh, talte^ collectively, Uiough, perhaps, taken 
Ktanericalh/, the greater ptu^ may be uncorrupt. 
That borough, which is so constituted as to act ctw- 
ruptly, is in the eye of reason corrupt, whether it be 
by the uncontrolable power of a few, or by ui ac- 
cidental prayity of the multitude. The objection, in 
which is urged the injustice of making the innocest 
suffer with the guilty, is an objection not only against 
society, but against the possibility of society. AH, 
societies, great and small, subeiat upon this conditioQ ; 
that as the individuals derive advantages irom union, 
they may likewise suffer iuconveniettces; that as those 
who do nothing, kad sometimes those who do ill, will 
have the honours and emoluments of general virtue 
and general prosperity, so those likewise who do no- 
thing, or perhaps do well, must be involved in the 
consequences of predominant corruption." 
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This in my opinion was a.rery nice case; but th« 
decision was affirmed in the House of Lords. 

On Monday, May B, we went together and visited 
the manainns of Beoiam, I had been informed that 
he had once been there before with Mr. Wedderbume 
(now Lord Loughborough), Mr. Murphy, and Mr. 
Foote ; and I had heard Foote givie a very entertain- 
ing account of Johnson's happening to nave his at- 
tention arrested hy a man who was very furious, and 
who, while beating his straw, supposed it was William 
Duke of Cumberland, whom he was punishing for his 
cruelties in Scotland, in 1 746-' There was nothing 
peculiarly remarkable this day; faut the general con- 
templation of insanity was very affecting. I accom- 
panied him home, and dined and drank tea with him. 
Talking of an acquaintance of ours, distiuguished 
for knowing an uncommon variety of miscellaneous 

, articles both in antiquities and polite literature, he 
observed, " You know, sir, he runs about with little 
weight upon his mind." And talking of another 
very ingenious gentleman, who from the warmth of 
his temper was at variance mth many of his ac- 
quaintance, and wished to avoid them, he stud, " Sir, 
he leads the life of an outlaw." 

On Friday, May 13, as he had been so good as to 
assign me a room in his house, whnv I might sleep 

' occasionally, when I happened to sit with hin to s 
late hour, I took possession of it this night, found 
every thing in excellent order, and was attended by 
honest Francis with a most civil assiduity. I a^ed 
JiAnson whether I might go to a consultation with 
another lawyer upon Sunday, as that appeared to me 
to be doing work as miu:h In my way, as if an artisan 
should woA on the day appropriated for religious rest. 

I M^veiyhoiiDurBble friend OencTsl Sir George HoTud.vlw 
served in the Duke of CumbErUnd'a array, his soured ID« tlMt 
the ciuelties were not impotable to hia Rojtl H%hncM> 
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Johnson. " WTiy, sir, when you are of consequence 
enough to oppose the practice of consulting uptm 
Sunday, you should do it : but you may go now. It 
is not criminal, though it is not vbat one should do 
who is anxious for the preservation and increase of 
piety, to which a peculiar observance of Sunday is a 
great help. The distinction is clear between what is 
(Amoral and what is of ritual obligation." 

On Saturday, May 13, 1 breakfasted with him by 
invitation, accompanied by Mr. Andrew Crosbie, s 
Scotch Advocate, whom he had seen at Edinburgh, 
and the Hon. Colonel (now General) Edward Stop- 
ford, brother to Lord Courtown, who was desirous of 
being introduced to him. His tea and rolls and 
butter, and whole breakfast apparatus, were all la ' 
such decorum, and hia behaviour was so courteous, 
that Colonel Stopford was quite surprised, and won- 
dered at his hanng heard so much said of Johnson's 
slorenliaess and roughness. I have preserved nothing 
of what passed, except that Crosbie pleased him mum 
by talliing learnedly of alchymy, as to which Johnson 
was not a positive unbeliever, but rather delighted in 
considering what progress had actually been made m 
the transmutation of metals, what near approaches 
there bad been to the making of gold ; ana told us 
that it was affirmed, that a person in the Russiaii 
dominions had discovered tlie secret, but died without 
revealing it, as imagining it would he prejudicial to 
society. He added, that it was not impossible but it 
might in time be generally known. 

It being asked whether it was reasonable for a man 
to be angry at another whom a woman had preferred 
to him ?— -Johnson. " I do not see, sir, tnat it is 
reasonable for a man to be angry at another, whom a 
woman has preferred to him : but angry he is, no 
doubt ; and he is loath to he angry at bimself." 

Before setting out for Scotland on the 23d, I was 

VOL. III. K 
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freq^uentljr in fib ccnnpany &t different places, but 
during tbis period have recorded oaiy two remarks : 
«ne coqcenung Garrick ; " He has not Latin enough. 
He finds out the Latin by the meaning rather thui 
the meaning by Uie Latin." And anotl^er oiticem- 
ing writers of travels, who, he obserred, " were more 
defective than any other writers." 

1 many hours with him on the I7tb, of 



I find all my memorial is, " much laughing." 
It should seem he had that day been in a humour for 
jocularity and merriment, and upon such occasions I 
never knew a man laugh more heartily. We may 
suppose, that the high relish of a state so different 
from his habitual gloom, produced m<H« than ordinary 
exertions of that d^tinguishing faculty of man, which 
hag puzaled pbiloeophers so much to explain. John- 
son's laugh was. as remu-kable as any circumstance in 
his manner. It was a kind of good humoured growl. 
Tom Daviea described it drolly enough: " He la^fas 
like a rhinoceros." 

" TO BBNNer LANGTOM, ESQ. 

" I HAVE an old amanuensis in great distress. 
I hare given what I think I can give, and begged till 
I cannot tell where to beg again. I put into his 
hands this morning four gnmeas. If you could col- 
lect three guineas more, it would clear him from his 
present difficulty. I am, sir, , 

" Your most humble servant, 
*■ Mi^ 21, 177s." " Sam. Johnson." 

" TO JAMES flOSWELL, ES». 

" dbab sni, 
'- " I HAKB no doubt but you are now safely lodged 
in your own habitation, and hare told all your ad- 
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ventureB to Mrs. Boevell snd Hiss VerGoica. Pray 
teacb Veronica to We me. Bid her not miad 
nuunma. 

" Mrs. Thrale has taken cold, and been very mud 
disordered, but I hope is grown well. Mr. Langtov 
west yesterday to Lmcolttthire, and has invited Ni- 
colaida ' to follow him. Beaiiclerk talks of going to 
Batli. I am to set oat on Monday; so there is ■»>• 
thing but dispersion. 

"I have retomed Lord Hailes's entertaiuiag sheets, 
but must stay till I come back for more, because it 
will be incoDTenient to send them after me in mf 
ragrant state. 

" I promised Mrs. Macaolay' tlat I would try to 
serve ner son at Oxford. J have not forgotten it^ nor 
am unwilline to perform it. If they desire to give 
him an En^sh education, it should be consid^vd 
whether they cannot send him for a year or two to an 
Eni^tsli school. If be comes immediately from Sc^ 
land, he can make no figure in our Universities. 
The schools in the north, I believe, are cheap ; and 
when I was a young man, were eminently good. 

" There are two little books published by the 
Foulis, Telemachus and Coltins's poema ; each a shila 
Hng ; I would be glad to hare them. ~ 

" Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell, though 
she does not love me. You see what perverse things 
ladies are, and how little fit to be trusted with feudal 
estates. When she mends and loves me, there may 
be more ftope of her daughters. 

" I will not send cranpliments to my friends by 
name, because I would be loath to leave any out in 
the enumeration. Tell them, as you see them, how 
well I speak of Scotch politeness, and Scotch hos- 
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pitality, &nd Scotch beauty, ^uid of everj' thing Scot^b, 
but Scotch (KiX-cakee, ana Scotch prejudices. 

" Let me know tie answer of Basay, and the de- 
dnon relating to Sir Allan.' I am, my dearest sir, 
with great al^ction, 

" Your most obliged, and 

" Most humble servant, 
" Ha; 27, 1776-" " Sam. Johnson." 

After my return to Scotland, I wrote three letters 



He thinks it Tonderfii] that you are pleased to talce 
so much pains in revising bis ' Annals.' I told liim 
that you said you were well rewarded by the enter- 
taiiunetit whicn you had in reading them." 

" There has been a numerous flight of Hebrideans 
in Edinburgh this Bunumer, whom I have been happy 
to entertain at my house. Mr. Donald Macqueen ' 
and Lord Monboddo supped with me one evening. 
They joined in contooverting your proposition, that 
the Gaelick of the Highlands and Isles of Scotland 
was not written till of late." 

" My mind has been somewhat dark this summer. 
I have need of vour warming and vivifying rays ; and 
I hope 1 shall have them fi[«quently. I am going to 
pass some time with mj father at Auchinleck." 

" TO JAHEB SOSWKLL, ESQ. 
" DKAR SIR, 

" I AH returned firom the annod ramble into the 
middle counties. Having seen nothing I had not 

1 A Uvaiiit carried on bj Sii Alkn Madoui, Chief of Ui 
CIm, toreceveicetUinparoof hii fiunil; e«Mte« biim theDnlia 



Df Aisyle. 
2 A va 



7 learned ramiita in the Id* of Sk;, 1 
JiAiawn ud I have moitiiioed with legud. 
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seen before, I hare notbing -to rebate. Time has left 
that part of the islajid few antiquities ; and commeKe 
bas left the people no sinKularities. I was glad to 
go abroad, ^nd, perhapH, glad to come home ; wiada 
IB, in other won&, I was, I am afraid, weaiy of being 
at home, aod weary of being abroad. Is not this the 
state of life ? But, if we coirfesa this weariness, let us 
not lam.ent it ; for all the wise and all the good say, 
that w^ may core it. 

" For the black fiuaes which rise in your mind, I 
can prescribe nothing but that you disperse them by 
faraest business or innocent pleasure, and by reading, 
■Moetimes eaOT vid wmietimea serious. Change <^ 
place is useful ; and I hope that your residenoe at 
Auchinleclc will have many good emcts. 

" That I should have given pain to Rasay, I an 
sincerely sorry; and am therefore very aindi leased 
titat he is no Imiffer uneasy. He still thinks that I 
have represented him as personally giving mi the 
Chieftainship. I meant oidy that it was no longer 
contested between the two houses, aad sui^toeed it 
settled, perhaps, by the <xaa<m of some remote »e- 
neration, in the house of Dunvegan. I am sorry uie 
advertisement was not continvwd for three or four 
times in the ptmer. 

" That Lord Monboddo and Mr. Macqueen ^ould 
centroveFt a position contrary to tie imagin^y in- 
terest 'of literary or national prejudice, might be 
easily iiM|;ined ; Init of a standuig fact there ought 
to be no controversy: if there are men with tails, 
catch an homo caudalast if there was writing of old 
in the Hi^Uands or Hebrides, in the Erse language, 
produce ^e manuscripts- Where men write, tlwy 
will write to one another, and some of their letters, in 
bmilies studious of their ancestry, will be kept. In 
Wales there are many manuscripts. 

Ha 
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" I have DOW three parcels of Lord Hailes's history, 
which I purpose to return all the next week : that 
his respect for my little obeervationg should beep his 
work in euBpense, makes one of the evils of my 
JDumey. It is in our language, I think, a new mode 
of history which t«lls all that is wanted, and, I sujh 
pose, all that is known, without laboured splendour 
of luiguage, or affected subtilty of conjecture. The 
exactness of his dates nuses my vonder. He seems 
to hare the closeness of Henault without his con- 
stnunt. 

" Mre. Thrale was so entertained with your ' Jour- 
nal,' ' that she almost read herself blind. She has a 
great reeard for you. '^ 

" Of Mrs. Boswell, though she knows in her heart 
that she does not love me, I am always glad to hear 
any good, and hope that she and the litUe dear ladies 
will nave neither sickness nor any other affliction. 
But ^e knows that she does not care what becomes 
of me, and for that she may be 8u^ that I think her 
very much to blame. 

" Never, my dear sir, dc you take it into your 
bead tc think that I do not love you ; you may settle 
yourself in fiill confidence both of my love and my 
esteem ; I love you as a kind man, I value you as a 
worthy man, and hope in time to reverence you as a 
man of exemplary piety. I hold you, as Hamlet has 
it, ' in my heart of nearts/ an^ therefore, it is little to 
say, that I am, sir, 

" Yoiu- affectionate humble servant, 
''LMldoD, AugnttS?, 1776-" " SaH. JoHNSON." 
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TO THE BAHE. 

" If in these papers ' there ia little alteration 
attempted, do not euppoee me negligent. I have read 
them perhaps more closely than the rest ; but I find 
nothing worthy of an objection. 

" Write to me soon, and write often, and tell me 
all your honest heart. 

" I am, sir, 

" Yours adectionately, 
»' Augiwt 30, \^^6.'' " Sam. Johnson," 

TO THE SAME. 



" I NOW write to you. Jest in some of your freaks 
and Tiumours jrou should iancy yourself neg^ect^. 
Such fonciea I must entreat you never to admit, at 
least never to indulge ; for my regard for you is so 
radicated and fixed, that it is become part of my 
mind, and cannot be efiaced but by some cause un- 
commonly violent ; therefore whether I write or not, 
set your thoughts at rest. I now write to tell you 
tiiat I shall not very soon write again, for I am to set 
out to-morrow on another journey. 

" Your friends sk all well at Sireatham, and in 
Leicester-fields.* Make my compliments to Mrs. 
Boswell, if she is in good humour with me. 
" I am, sir, Sic 
" Septonba 14, 177&-" " Sam. Johnsoh." 
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What be mentions in eucli light tenns as, " I am 
to set out to-morrow on anotlier journey," I soon 
afterwards discovered was no less than a tour to 
France with Mr. and Mrs. Thrale. This was the 
only time in his life that he went apon the Con- 
tinent. 



"DEAASIB, 



^ ROBERT LEVET. 

" Sept. 18, 1775. 



" We are here in France, after a very pleasing 
passage of no more than six hours. I Know not 
vben I shall write again, and therefore I write now, 
though you cannot suppose that I have much to say. 
You hare seen France yourself. Frcmi this place we 
.are going to Itoiien, and from Rouen to Paris, where 
Mr. Thrale designs to stay about five or six weeks. 
We have a regi^ar recommendation to the English 
resident, so we shall not be taken for vagabnids. 
We think to go one way and return another, and for 
as much as we can, I will try to speak a little 
^rentJi ; I tried hitherto but little, hut I spoke some- 
times. If I heard better, I suppose I dould leam 
faster. I am, sir, 

" Your htunble servant, " 

" Sah. Johmeok." 



TO THE SAHE. 

"oTjiKaix, «P«ri^OcL22,177B. 

"Wa are stili here, commonly very busy in 
loi^dng about us. We have been to-oay at Versailles. 
You have seen it, and I shall not describe it We 
came y«d»rdsy from Fontainbleau, wJbere the Court 
is now. We vent to see t^ Kuig and Qucev at 
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dinner, and the Queen was so impressed b^ Miss,' 
that she sent one of tbe Gentlenieo to inquire who 
she was. I find ail true that you have ever told me 
»t Paris. Mr. Thrale is reiy libera], and keeps 
'■■"'' "ink ( 



two coaches, and a very fine table ,- but I think our 
cookerv rery bad. Mrs. Thrale got into a coaveut of 
EBglish nune, and I talked with her throueh the 
grate, and I am Tery kindly used bv t^e English 
Benedictine friars. But upon the whole I cannot 
make much acquaintance here; and though the 
churches, palaces, and some private houses are very 
magnificent, there is no very great pleasure t^ter 
having seen many, in seeing more; at least the 
pleasure, whatever it be, must some time have an 
end, and we are beginning to think when we shall 
come home. Mr. Thrale calculates that as we left 
Streathatn on the fifteenth of September, we shall see 
.it again about the fifteenth of November. 

" I think I had ntd: been oa this side of the sea five 
days before I found a. sensible improvement in my 
health. 1 ran a race in the rain this day, and beat 
Baretti Baretti is a fine fellow, and speaks French, 
I think, quite as well as English. 

" Make my compUments to Mrs. Williams ; and 
^ve my love to Francis ; and tell my friends that I 
amnotlost. Iam,dearBir, 

" Your aflectionate humble, &c. 

" Sam. Johnson." 

" to dr. sauuel johnbok. 

" MT riEAK 8i», Ediiibu^h, Oct 24, 177». 

" If I had not been informed that you were at 

Paris, you should have had a letter from me by the 

earliest opportunity, announcing the birth of my son, 

1 Wm» Thnle. 
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>n the 9tli instant; I hare named Lim Alexander; 
after my fiither. I now write, as I sappoae your 
fellow- traveller, Mr. Thrale, will return to London 
thia week, to attend his duty in FarliaiBent, and thrt 
you will not stay behind hhn. 

" I send another parcel of Lord Hailea's ' Annals.' 
I have undertaken to solicit you for a iarour to him, 
which he thus requeets in a letter to me: ' I intend 
Boon to give you ' The Life of Robert Bruce/ which 
you wiU be pleased to transmit to Dr. Johnson. I 
wish tliat you could assist me in a fancy which I have 
taken, of getting Dr. Johnson to draw a character df 
fiobert Bruce, from the account tibat I give of that 
prince. If he finds materials for it in my work, it 
will be a proof that I have teen fortunate in selecdng 
the most striking inddents.' 

" I suppose by ' The Life of Robert Bruce,' bis 
Lordship means that part of his ' Annals' wlbich re- 
lates the history of t£at prince, and not a separate 
work. . 

" Shall we have ' A Joamey to Paris' from yon 
in the winter ? You will, I hope, at any rate be kind 
enough to give me some account <rf your French 
travels very soon, for I am very impatient. What a 
difierent scene have tou viewed this autumn, from 
that which you vieived in autumn 1773 ! I ever am, 
my dear sir, 

" Yonr miub obliged and 

" Affectionate humble servant, 

"'James Bos well." 

" to james boswell, esq. 



' I AM glad that the young Laird is bom, and 
d, as I hope, put to the only di^rence tJiat f ou 
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can ever have vrith Mre. Boswell.' I knmr tbat Bhe 
does not lore me ; but I intend to persist in wishing 
her well till I get the Ijetter of ber, 

" Paris is, indeed, a. place rery diferemt tnaa the 
Hebrides, but it is to a nasty trareller not so fertile 
of noFelty, nor afibrds bo many opportunities i^ re- 
maik. I cannot pretend to tell the publick any thing 
of a place better known to many of my readers thiua 
to myself. We can talk of it when we meet. 

" I shall go next week to Streatbun, from whence 
I purpose to send a parcel of the ' History' every 
pmt. Concerning the character of Bruce, I can iMiIy 
say, that I do not see any great reasmi tor writing it ; 
but I shall not eanly deny what Lord Hailes and you 
concur in deairii^. 

" I have been remarkably healthy all -the jsumey, 
and hope you and your fkmily hafc known only that 
trouble and danger which bas so lu^ily terminated. 
Among all the congratulations that you may receiFCj 
I hope you believe none more vrarm or sincere tbair_ 
those of, dear sir, 

" Your most aflectionate, 
" Noreoiliet 10, 1775." " Sam. Johnson." 

" TO MRS. LUCV Pon^^H, IN UCHFIELD.* 
" DEAR MADAM, 

' " This week I came home from Paris. I hare 

tuought you a little box, which. I thought pretty; 

I Tbia «IlDdca.to my dd teaifi pmdple of piefeiriag mate to 



3 Thoe caabeno doubt that man; j'eanpieriDuiloUVBi !>■ 
tanaponiei widi Ibis ladv, who ww lug step-daughtei, but nccw 
ofhn eadierletteri to her have been preserrm. ^ 

(Smtt ibe dealt of the aulhoor, levend of Johnson's letteis to 
M«. Law Fortei, written before 1776, w™ obliging wm- 
municaled by the Rev. Dr. Vjm lo Mr. Malone, wii »" pnnud 
.in Iht pnacnt adiUDii. M.t 
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but I knoV Dot whether it is properly a siiuff-b6x, or 
n box for some other use- I will eend it, when 1 can 
find an opportunity. I have been through the whole 



journey remarkably well. My fellow-trarell^^ were 
the same whom you saw at Lichfieltl, only we took 
Baretti with us. Paris ia not so fine a place as you 



would expect. The palaces and churches, however, 
are very splendid and magnificent; and what would 

S lease you, there are many very fine pictures ; but I 
riot think their way of life commodious or pleasant. 
" Let me know how your health has been all this 
while. I hope the fine suminer has ^veu you strength 
Bufficient to encounter the winter. 

" Make my cowjJintents to all niy friends; and, 
if your fingers will let you, write to me, or let your 
maid write, if it be troublesome to you. I am, dear 
madam, 

" Your most affectionate humble servant, 
" Nov. 16, 1775." " Sam. Jounsom." 



" DEAR HADAH, 

" Some weeks ago I wrote to you, to tell yoa 
that I was just come home from a ramUe, and hoped 
that I should have heard from you. I am afraid 
winter has laid hold on your fingers, and hinders 
you from writing. However, let somebody write, if 
you cannot, and t«dl me how you do, and a little of 
what has happened at Lichfield among our friends. 
I hope you are all well. 

"When I was in France, I thought myself grow- 
ing young, but am afraid that cold weather will take 
part of my new vigour fyom me. Let us, however, 
take care -of ourselves, and lose no part of our hetthh 
by negligence. 

" I never knew whether you received the Com- 
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mentary on the New Testament, and the Travels, 
asd the gl!isse§. 

" Do, my dear love, write to me; and do not Jet 
«s forget each other. This is the season of good 
wishes, and I wish you all good. I hare not lately . 
Been Mr. Porter,' norheard of him. Ishewithyou? 

" Be pleased to make my conmlimenta to Mrs. 
Adey, and Mrs. Cobb, and aU my mends ; and when- 
I can do any good, let me know. I am, dear 
nadani, 

" Yours most aflfectionately, 
r, 1775." " Sam, Jomkbon." 



It is to be regretted, that be did not write an ao- 
couut of his travels in France ; for as he is rejwrted- 
to have once said, that " he could write the Life of a 
Brnom stick," so, notwidistandiug so many former 
travellers bave exhausted almosit every sid^ject for 
remark in that great kingdom, his very accurate ob- 
servatioa, and peculiar vigour of thought and il- 
lustration, would have produi^ a valuable work. 
During his visit to it, which lasted but about two 
months, he wrote notes or minutes of what he saw. 
He promised to shew me them, but 1 neglected to put 
liim in mind of it; and the greatest part of them nas 
been lost, or perhaps, destroyed in a precipitate burn- 
ing of his papers a few days before nis death, which 
must ever be lamented : one small paper-book, how- 
ever, entAJed ^' France II." has bwn preserved, and 
is in my possession. It is a diuriial register of his 
life and observations, Ironi the 10th of October to the 
4th of November, inclusive, being twenty-sis days, 
and shews an extraordinary attention to various mi- 
nute particulars. Being the only memorial of this 

a Gnt hiuband. 
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tour that remaim, my readers, I am confident, wiU 
penue it with pleasure, though hia uotea are rery 
■ short, aud evidently written only to assist his own 
reccJlection. 

" Oct. 10, Tuesday. We saw the EeoU MUitaire, 
in which one hundred and fifty young boys are edu- 
cated for the array. They bare arms of difierent 
Nzes, according to the age ;— flints of wood. The 
building is very large, but nothing fine except the 
. coundl-room. The French hare large squares in the 
*ind«WB; — they make good iron jalisades. Their 
meab are cross. . 

" We Tinted the Ofaeerratory, a lai^ bnilding of 
a great height. The upper stones <S the parapet 
very large, but not cramped with iron. The flat on 
tile top is very extensive ; but on the insulated part 
there is no^an^Kt. Though it was broad enougn, I 
did not care to go upon it. Maps were printing in 
one of the rooms. 

" We walked to a mitiS convent of the Fathers of 
the Oratory, In the reading-deak of Uie refectory 
lay the lives of the Saints. 

"Oct. 11. Wednesdq^ We went to see H6let 
de Challou, a bouse not very large, but very elegant 
One of the rooms was gilt to a degree that I never 
saw before. The upper part for servants and their 
masters was pretty. 

" Thence we went to Mr. Monville'a, a house di- 
vided into small apartments, fnmished with effeminate 
and minute elegance. — Porphyry. 

•' Thence we went to St. Koque's church, which is 
verr lai^ ;.— 4he lower part of the pillars incnisted 
with marble^Three chapels behind the high altar; 
— Ihe laal'^a mass of low arGheB.-^Altars, I believe 
all round. 
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" We passed through Place de VendSme, a Cnf 
square, tbcnt .as big as Hanorer-squJuv.' — Inhaliited 
by the high families. — Lewis XlVt <m horseback in 
the middle. 

" Moitville !s the sod of a fermer-gcneral. In the ' 
house of Chatlots is a room furnished with japan, 
fitted'up in Europe. 

" We dined with Boccage, the MaJ-qniB Blanchetti, 
iutd his lady. — The sweetmeats taken by the "Hixt- 
chioness Blanchetti, after obser?ing that they were 
dear. Mr. Le Roy, Count Manned, the Abbe, the 
Prior, and Father Wilson, who Aaid witii me, tHl.I * 
toolt him home in the coat^. 

" Bathiani is gone. , 

"'The French hare no laws for the maintenance!^ 
their poor- — Monk not necessarily a [niest. — Bene- 
dictines rise at four; — are at church an hour and 
half; at church ^ain half an hour before, half an 
hour after, dinner; and again from half an hour aftw 
seren to eight. They may sleep eight hours.— ^ 
Bodily labour wanted in monasteries. 

" ilie poor taken to hospitals, and miserably kept. 
— Monks in the convent fifteen : — accounted poor. 

*' Oct. 13. Thursday. We went to the Gobelins^— 
Tiraestry makes a good picture ; — imitates flesh ex- 
actly.^ — One piece with a gold ground; — the birds 
not exactly coloured. — Thence we went to the King's 
cabinet; — rery neat, not, perhaps, ^perfect. — Gold 
t*«. — Candles of the candle>tree. — Seeds. — Wooda.i— 
Thence to Gagnier's house. Where I saw rooms ninft, ' 
furnished with a profusion of wealth and el&gan<» 
which I never had seen before. — Vases. — Pictures, — 
The dragon china. — The lustre said to be ,of 'iBryatal, 

and to have cost 3,5001 The whole fumifure said to 

have cost 125,0001. — Damask hangings cifrered with 
pictures. — Porphyry. — This house struck mc^Thea 
we waited on Uie ladies to MonriUe's— Ca^ttain Irwin • 
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wjtb us. ■—Spain. County towns all beggarsi — At 
Dijon be. could not find tbe way to Orleans. — Cross 
ixiads of FraixK very bad. — Five soldiers. — Woman' 
—Soldiers escaped. — The Colonel would not lose five 
men for tbe death of one woman.— The magistrate 
cannot seize a soldier but by tbe Colonel's permission. 
' — Good inn at Nismes — Moots of Barbary fond of 

"Englishmen. — Gibraltar eminently healthy; — it has 
beef from Barbary. — There is a large garden. — 
Soldiers Bometimea &11 from tbe rock. 

■ < " Oct. IS. Friday. I staid at home all day, only 
went to find tbe prior, who was not at home. — I 
Eead something in Canua.*— Arc admiror, nee multum 

" Oct. 14.' Saturday. We went to the house of 
Mr. Argenson, which was almost wainscotted with 
looking-glasses, and covered with gold. — Tbe ladies' 
closet wunscotted with large squares «f glass over 
painted pi^r. They always place mirrours to reflect 

" Then we wei)t to Julien's, tbe Treasurer of the 
Clergy: — 30,0001. a yearj — The house has no very 
large room, but is set with mirrours, and covered ' 
wiUi gold. — Books of wood here, and iit another 
library. 

" At D*»«*»«»»'s I looked into the books in the 
lady's cloaet, and, in contempt, shewed them to Mr. 
T. — Prince Titi; Bil/l. dti Fies, and other books. — 
She was offended, and shut up, as we heard after- 
wards, her apartment. 

" Then we went to Julieu Le Roy, tbe King's 
watch-maker, a man of character in bis business, who 

1 The rest of Ihig pai^;ntph appears to b« a minute of what 
vu toU by Captttin Piwin. ' 

2 WMiim Ciuius, a celebrated Spanidi DominicBD, vho died 
M Toledo, ia 1660. He wrate a treatiae Dc Loeit ThcoIagMt, in 
twdvcboob. 
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shewed a inull clock made to find the longitude— A 
decent man. 

" Afterwards we saw the PaUUs Marchand, and 
the Courts of Justice, civil and criminal. — Queries 
on ithe Selleilf. — This building has the old Gntliick 
passages, and a great appearance of antiquity. — Three 
buadred prisoners sometunea in the gaol. 

" Much disturbed; hope no ill will he.' 

" In the afternoon I visited Mr. Freron the jour- 
nalist, tie ispoke Latin rery scantily, but seemed to 
understand me. — His house not splendid, but of com- 
modious size. — His femily, vife, son, and daughter, 
not elevated but decent. — 1 was pleased with my r«> 
ception.. — He is to translate my boolu, which I am to 
send him with notes. 

" Oct. 15. Sunday. At Choisi, a royal palace on 
the banks of the Seine, about 7 m. from Paris. — The 
terrace noble along the river. — The rooms numerous 
anderaud, but not discriminated from other palaces. 
—The chapel beautiftil, but small. — China globes. 
—.Inlaid tables. — Labyrinth. — Sinking table.— Toilet 
tables. « 

" Oct. l6. Monday. The Palais Royal very grand, 
large, and lofty. — A very ^eat collection of pictures. 



small. piece of M. Angelo, — One room of RbIi 
thought the pictures of Raphael fine. 

" The Thuilleries^ — Statues, — ^Venus. — ^n. and 
Anchises in his arms. — Nilus. — Many more. The 
walks not open to mean persons. — Cnairs at night 
Ured for two sous a piece. — Pont toumant. 

" Austin nuns. — Grate. — Mrs. farmer. Abbess^— 
She knew Pope, aud thought Mm disagreeable— 
Mr«. — has many books ; — has seen life.— Their 



1 Ttui pnsue, whidi to many tMnk m 
tt Ardihiihop Uiud'a Diiry. 
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frontlet disagreeable. — Their bood. — Their life eaay. 
— Rise about five ; hour and half in chapel. — Dine at 
ten. — Another hour and 'ha]f at ch^icl ; half an hour 
about three, and half an hour more at seven : — four 
hours in chapel. — A large gardeii. — Thirteen pen- 
sioners. — Teacher complained. ' 

" At the Boulevards saw nothing, yet was glad to 
be there. — Rope-dancing and farce. — Egg dance. 

" N, tNote.j Near Paris, whether on week-days or 
Sundays, the roads empty. 

"Oct. 17. Tuesday. At the Palais Marcliand I 
bought 

A snuff-boK,, 24L. 



Table book 15 

Scissars 3 p [jpair] 18 

■6s— 2 12 6 
" We heard the lawyers plead. — N. As many 

billed at Paris as there are days in the year. — Cham- 

bre dt question — Toumellc at the Palais Marchand. 

— An old venerable building. 

" The Palais Bourbon, belonging to the Prince 

of Conde. Only one small wing shewn; — lofty; — 

Slendid ;— gold and glass.- — The battles of the great 
»nd^ are painted in one of the rooms. The present 
Prince a grandsire at thirty-nine. 

" The sight of palaces, and other great buildings, 
leaves no very distinct images, unless to those who 
talk of them. As I entered, my wife was in my 
mind:' she would have been pleased. Having now 
nobody to please, I am little pleased. 



I Hii tender afiectiiui for bin departed vife, of wMch there uc 
BMW endcncei in his ^' Vmjea aoA AleditatioDS," ^^>eus veiy 
fedihgl; in this paseage. 
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" So laaay shops open, that Sunday ia little di- 
atinguished at Paris. — The palaces m Louvre and 
TbmUeries granted out in lodgings. 

" In the PalaU de Bourbon, gilt globes of metal 
at the fire-place. 

" The French beds cnnmended. — Much of the 
marble, only paste. 

" The Colosseum a mere wooden building, at least 
much of it. 

" Oct. 18. Weduesday. We vent to Fontaine- 
blesu, which we found a large nteui town, crowded 
with .people. — The focest thick with wpoda, very 
. extensire. — Manucci secured U8 lodgiugs. — The ap- 
pearance of the country pleasant. — No hills, few 
streamy only one hedse. — I remember no chapels 
nor crosses on the road^ — Pavement still, and rows 
of trees. 

" N. Nobody but mean people walk in Paris. 

" Oct. 19. Thursday. At Court, we saw the 
apartments; — the King's bed-diamber and council- 
chamber extremely splendid. — Persons of all ranks in 
the asternal n>oms through which the family passes; 
— servants aod masters. — firunet wTth us the second 

" The introductor came to us ; — d?il to me. — Pre- 
senting. — I had scruples. — Not necessary. — ^We went 
and saw the King and Queen at dinner. — We saw the 
other ladies at dinner. — Madame Elizabeth, with the 
Princess of Guimene. — At night we went to a comedy. 
I neither saw nor heard. — Drunken women. — Mrs. 
Th. preferred one to the other. 

" Oct. 20. Friday. We saw the Queen mount in 
the forest — Brown habit ; rode aside : one lady rode 
aside. — The Queen's horse light grey : — martingale. 
—She galloped. — ^We then went to the apartments, 
and admired tbem. — Then wandered through the 
palace. — In the passages, stalls and shopsr— Piuating 
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ta Fresco bf a great master, worn out.— We aaw die 
King's Iiwses and dogs. — The dogs almost all En^ish. 
—Degenerate. 

" The horses not much commended. — The atahles 
cool; the kennel filthy. 

" At ni^t the ladies went to the opei^ I refused, 
but should have been welcome. 

" The King fed himself with his left hand as we. 

" Saturday, 21. In the night I got round. — We 
came home to Paris. — ^I think we did not see the 
chapel. — Tree broken by the wind. — The French 
chairs made all of boards painted. 

" N, Soldiers at the court of justice. — Soldiers not 
amenable to the magistrates. — Dijon womw. ' 

" Fagots in the palace. — Every thing slorenly, 
except in the chief rooms. — Trees in the roads, some 
tall, none old, many very young and small. 

" Women's saddles seem ill made. — Queen's bridle 
woven with silver. — Tags ta strike the horse. 

" Sunday, Oct 33. To Versailles, a mean tcma. 



Carriages of hunness paaung. — Mean shops against 
. the wall. — Our way lay through SSre, where the 
China maoufecture. — Wooden bridge at SSve, in the 



way to Versailles. — The palace of great extent. — The 
front long; I saw it not perfectly. — 'The Menagerie. 
Cygnets dark ; their black feet ; on the ground ; tame. 
-Halcyons, or gulls. — Stag and hind, youngs— 
Aviary, very large: the net, wire.— -Black stag <rf 
China, sfnall. — Rhinoceros, the horn tHroken and mired 
away, which, I suppose, will grow ; the basis, I Uiink, 
four inches 'cross; the skin folds like loose cloth 
doubled over his body, and cross his hips; a vast 
animal, though young ; as big, perhaps, as four oxen, 
—•The young elephant, with his tusks just appearing. 
—The browa bear put out his paws ;— all very tune. 

I See p. 112. 
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— r-The lion. — The tigers I did not wdl viewr — The 
camel, or drnmedary with two bunches called the 
Hiiguin,' taller than any horee. — Two camels with 
one bunch.— Among the birda was a pelican, who 
being let out, went to a fountain, and swam about tO 
catch fish. His feet well webbed : he dipped his 
head, and'turned his long bill-gidewise. He caught 
two or three fish, !)ut did not eat them. 

" Trianon is a kind of retreat appendant to Ver- 
sailles. It has an open portico; the parement, and, 
I think, tlie pillars, of marble. — There are many 
rooms, which I do not distinctly remember — A table 
of porphyry, about five feet long, and between two 
and three broad, given to Louis XIV. by the Vene- 
tiiui Stato — In the conncil-room almost all that was 
not door or window was, I think, looking-glass.^ 
Little Trianon ia a. small palace like a genUeman's 
house. — The upper floor paved with brick, — Little 
Vieone. — The court is ill paved. — The rooms at the 
top are small, fit to sooth the imagination with 
privacy. In the tront of VersaiMes are small basons 
of water on the terrace, and other basons, I think, 
below them. There are little courts. — The great 
gallery is wainscotted with mirrours, not very large, 
but joined by frames. I suppose the large plates were 
not yet made. — The play-house was very large.— 
The chapel I do not remember if we saw — We saw 
cme chapel, but I am not certain whether there or at 
Triaoon. — The foreign office paved with bricks. — 
The dinner half a Louis each, and, I think, a Loius 
over. — Money given at Menagerie, three livres; at 
palace, mx Uvres. 

" Oct. 23. Monday. Last night I wrote to Levet. 

^We went to see the looking-glasses wrought. 

They come from Normandy in cast plates, perhaps 

1 This eplbet should be applied to tlui sidmil mth <me bunch. 
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the tJiird of an inch thicb. At Paris ^bey are ground 
npon a marble taMe, bf rubbing one plate upon an- 
other with grit between them. The varinna sands, 
of which there are said to be five, 1 could not learn. 
The handle, by which the upper glass is moved, has 
the form <^ a wheel, which may be mured in all di- 
rections. The plates are sent up with their surfaces 
ground, but not polished, and so continue tjll they 
are bespoken, lest time diould spoil the sur&ce, as 
we were told. Those that are to be polished are laid 
on a table covered with several thick cloths, hard, 
strained, that the resistance may be equal ; they are 
then rubbed'with a hand rubber, held down hard by 
• a contrivance which I did not well understand. The 
powder which is used last seemed to me to be iron 
dissolved in aqua fortia; they called it, as Baretti 
said, mare 4e I'eaiijbrte, which he thought was dregs. 
They mentioned vitriol and saltpetre. The camion 
boll swam in the quicksilver. To silver them, a leaf 
of beaten tin is laid, and rubbed with quicksilver, to 
which it unites. Then more quicksilver is poured 
upon it, which, by its mutual [^attractions rises very 
high. Then a paper is laid at the nearest end of the 
plate, over whidi the glass is alided till it lies upon 
the plate, having driven much of the quicksilver 
before it. It is then, I think, pressed upon cloth, 
and then set sloping to drop the superfluous mer- 
cury; the slope is d^y heightened towards a perpen- 
dicular. 

" In the way I saw the Gr^ve, the mayor's house, 
and the Bastile. 

" We then went to Sans-terre, a brewer.' Hebrews 
with about as much malt as Mr. Thrale, and sella 

I [Tbe detcsUble ruffian, who afterwuds conducted Loois (he 
EHiieaidi to the tcaiibld, uid cmniiwiided the boom thti guanUd 
M.] 
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his beer at the same price, though he pays Do duty 
for malt, and little more than half as much for beer. 
Beer is sold retail at 6d. a bottle. He brews i,000 
barrels a year. There are seventeen brewefs in Paris, 
of vhom none is supposed to brew more tjian he; — 
reckouing them at 3,000 each, they make Sl,00O a 
year. — They make their malt, for malting is here no 

" The moat of the Bastile is dry. 

" Oct 24. Tuesday. We visited the Kind's Kbrary 
— I saw the Speculum htimana Sahationti, rudely 
printed, with ink, sometimes pale, eometimes black ; 
part supposed to be with wooden types, and part with 
pages cut in boards. — The Bible, supposed to be older 
than that of Kfentz,' in 6S ; it has no date ; it is sup- 
posed to have been printed with wooden types.— I am 
m doubt ; the print is large and fiiir, in two folios.— 
Another book was shewn lue, supposed to have been 
printed with wooden types ; — I think, Durandi SaiiC' 
luarium in 53. This is inferred from the dif!erence 
of form sometiines seen in the same letter, which might 
be stmdi: with different puncheons. — The regular 
similitude rf most letters proves batter that they are 
metal. — I saw nothing but the Speculum which I had 
Dot seen, I think, before. 

"■ Thence to the Sorbonne. — The library very 
large, not in lattices like the King's. Marbone and 
Durandi, q. coUection 14 vol. Scriplores de nbus 
Gatlicu, many folios. — Hisi eire Geneolo^^e ofFrancr, 
9 vol. — GaVta CfiTistiana, the first emtion, 4to. the 
last, f. 19 vol. — The Prior and Librarian dined [with 
us] : — I waited on them home. — Their garden pretty, 
with coTered walks, but small ; yet may hold many- 
students. — The Doctors of the Sorbonne are aU 
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" Oct. 35. WedneBday. I went with tbe Prior to 
St. Cloud, to see Dr. Hooke. — We walked round the 
paface, and had some talk. — I dined with our whole 
compsoy at the Monastery. — In the library, Btroafd, 
— Cynon, — Tilus, from Boccace. — Oratio Proverbi- 
alit to the Vii^D, from Petrarch ; Falkland to 
Sandys; — Dryden's Fre&ce to the third vol. of 
Miscellanies. ' 

" Oct 26. Thursday. We saw the China at S^ve, 
cut, glased, painted. Belleinxe, a pleasing house, 
not great: fine prospect. — Meudon, an old palace. — 
Alexander, in PorpuTry; hollow between eyes and 
now, tiiin cheeks. — Plato and Aristotle. — Noble ter- 
race overlooks tbe town. — St. Cloud. — Gallery not 
very biffh, nor grand, hut pleasing. — In the nKons, 
Michael Angelo, drawn by himself. Sir Thomas 
More, Des Cartes, Bochart, Naudieus, Maaarine. — 
Gilded wainscot, so common that it is not minded. 
— Gou^ and Keene. — Hooke came to us at the inn. 
— ^A message from Drumgold. 

" Oct. 37. Friday. I staid at home. — Gough and 

Keene, and Mrs. S '» friend dined with u8,-i- 

This day we be^m to have a fire. — The weather is 
grown very cold, and I fear has a bad effect upon 
my breath, which has grown much more free and 
easy in this country. 

" Sat. pet. 38. I viuted tbe Grand Chart^ux 
•built by St Louis. — It is built for fortj, but cont^ns 
only twenty-four, and will not m^tam more. — The 
friar that spoke to us had a pretty apartment — Mr. 
Baretti says four rooms ; I remember but three. — 
His books seemed to be Frendi. — His garden was 
neat; he gare me grapes. — We saw the Place de 
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" We saw the palace and gardens of Luxembourg, 
but the gallery was shut. — We climbed to the top 
stairs. — I dined with Colbroolce, who had mucR 
company :— Foote, Sir Geoi^ Rodney, Motteux, 
Udaou, Taaf. — Called on the Prior, and found him 
in bed. 

" Hotel — a guinea a day. — Coach, three guineas a 
weet. — Valet de place, three 1. a day. — A-Eantcii»rtur, 
a guinea a week. — Ordinary dinner, six ]. a head^— 
Our ordinary seems to be about five guineas aday,— 
Oar extraordinary expenses, as dirersions, gratuities, 
clothes, I cannot reckon. — Our travelliog is ten 
guineas a day. 

" White stockings, 181.' Wig.— Hat. 

" Sunday, Oct. 29. We saw the boai:diog-schoo). 
—The Eitfans Iruuvis. — ^A room with about (^i^ty- 
gix children in cradles, as sweet as a parlour. — They 
lose a third; take in to perhaps more than seren 
[years old^ ; put them to trades ; pin to them the 
papers sent with them. — Want nurses. — Saw their 
chapel. 

" Went to St. EuBtatia ; saw as ianumerahle com- 
pany of girls catechised, in many bodies, perhap 100 
to a catechist. — Boys taught at one time, girls at 
another. — The sermon ; the preacher wears a cap, 
whi(^ he takes off at the name : — his action uniform, 
not Tery violent. 

" Oct. 30. Monday. We saw the library of St. 
Germun. — A very noble collection. — Cofiex Divi- 
Romtn Offieiorum, 1 439 ; — a letter, square like that of 
the O^ces, perhaps the same. — The Cvdex, by Fust 
and Gemsheym. — Meurttus, IS t, fol. — Amadis, in 

1 [i e. 18 iivTt: Two pur of wJute silk «le«king» "«™ pro- 
biblf purchaied. M.] 
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Frendi, 3 v. foL— ^atholicon line colt^)h(me; hat of 
1460. — Two other editions,' one by 
Avgiatin. de dviiate Dei, without name, d&te, tyt 
[dace, but of Fust's square letter as it seems. 

" I dined .^with CoL Drumgold ; had a pleasing 
afternoon. 

" Some of the books of St. Germain's stand in 
presses from the wall, like those at Osford. 

" Oct. 3I> Tuesday. I lived at the Benedictines; 
meogre day ; soup meagre, herrings, eels, both wit^ 
■auce ; fried fish ; lentils, tasteless in themselTcs. 
In the library; where I found Mqffeus'i dt Hutorid 
IndicAi PraoumtoriumJlecUre, tinluvbif^lhe Cape, i 
parted very tenderly frcon the Prior aod Friar Wilkes. 

" Maitre dei Arts, 3 y. — Bacc. Theol. 3 y. — Licen- 
tiate, 2 y. — Doctor Th. 2 y. in all' 9 years. — For Uie 
Doctorate three disputations. Major, Minor, Sor- 
bonica.—Several colleges suppressed, and transferred, 
to that which was the Jesuit's College. 

" Nov. 1. Wednesday. We left Paris^ — St. Denis, 
a lai^ town; the church not very large, but the 
middle isle is very lofty and awful. — On the left, are 
chapels built beyond uie line of the wall, which de- 
stroy the symme^ of the sides. The organ is higher 
above the pavement than any I have ever seen.' — The 
gates are of brass. — Od the middle gate is the history 
of our Lord. — The painted windows are historical, 
and stud to be eminenUy beautiful.— We were at an- 
other church belonging to a convent, of which tJu) 

I I have looked in vain into Dc Bore, Meentiut, Matlaiie, and 
otlMcmiogtMliicalbiMkitfbithetwocd^ioiutifthc ^Cal/MUam," 
whidi Dt. fdituBa mtnlioni heie, wi& «aiw« iriiidi I mnoot 
make ooL I laui " one ^ Latiniiu, one by Botdiiau." I 
have deponted the oi^^oal MS. in the British Mawmn, where 
tha curioni may aee it. Mf grateful Bcknowkdgenieiils am doe 
to Hr. Pfauta m die trouble he wii pUaacd to tike m aidiiig my 
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portal is a dmqe j we codtd not enter fiirther, and it 
was almost dark. 

"^Nm. 2. Thur8day. We came this day to ChantiUy, 
a seat belonging to tbe Prince of Conde. — This plbce 
is eminentlf beautified by all rarieties «f waters 
starting up in fountains, (ailing in cascades, nmnin|; 
in streams, and spread in l^es.— -The water seems to 
be too near the nouse. — All this water is brought 
from a source or river t^ree leagues i^, by an arti- 
ficial cazial, which for one league is earned und^ 
ground. — The house is magnificent! — 'The cabinet 
aeetns well stocked ; what I remember was, the jaws 
of a hippopotamus, and a young hippopotamus }H«- 
serred, which, however, is so small, that I doubt its 
reality.— It seems too hairy for an abortion, and too 
amall for- a mature birth. — Nothing was in spirits; 
dl was dry. — The dog ; tbe deer ; tlte ant-bear with 
long aiont.— The toucan, long hrtyad beak^-^The 
st^es were of very great length.— ~The kennel had 
no scents. — Th«« was a mockery of a village. — 'The 
Menaeerie had few animals.' — 'Two fiiussans,* or 
Brasibaa weasels, spotted, very wild. — Thwe is a 
forest, land, I think, a park. — I walked till 1 was very 
weary, and next morning felt my feet battered, aud 
with pains in the toes. 

" Nov. 3. Friday. We came t*» Compeigne, a very 

1 The wriiiiig is ao bad hoe, thM tile tatama of nnnrBl of the 
■moula eoM not be iemhtxtd witfiont much moteacquaintttice 
with natuial hutorf than I posieu. — Di. Bli^d^, with big anul 
poGtenen, iranE otiliffDgiy examined (be MS. To tbat genllemaii, 
and to Dr. Gray, of the British Museum, who aJso vexj readily 
usiited Die, I K^ leave to express my best thanks. 

8 It is thus wntten by Johnson, from the French pronundatfcm 
of Joi$ane. It should be obBerved, that tbe person vba shewed 
diis Menagerie was niistaken in suppoaing the^nm; and tbe Bra. 
sKan veaael (o be the same, the/oi lOfle bang a different animd, 
-and « nadve of Madagascar. 1 feid theia, Tiowever, upOTi one 
plate in Peuunt's " Synopsis of QiuidnipttlB.'' 
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large tAini, with a royal palace built round a peata- 

Knal court. — The court is raised upon vaults, and 
8, I suppose, EkD entry on one side by a geptle rise. 
— Talk of painting. — The church is not very luge, 
but very elegant and splendid. — I had at first great 
difficult to walk, but motion grew continually easier. 
— At night we came to Noyon, an episcopal city. — 
The catliedral is very beautinil, the 'pillars alternately 
potbiek and Corintrdan. — We entered a very noble 
parochial church.— Noyoa ia walled, and is said to be 
three miles round. 

" Nov. 4, Saturday. We rose very early, and caoie 
through St. Quintin to Cambray, not long after three. 
—We went to an English niumery, to give a letter 
to Father Weldi, the confessor, who came to visit us 
in the ev»ung. 

" Nov. 5. Sunday. We saw the Cathedral.' — It is 
Tery beautiful, with chapels on each side. — The choir 
mdendidy— The baliutrade in one part brass. — The 
Neff v^ high and grand. The altar silver as [iu' as 
it is seen, — The vestments very splendid. — At the 
BenedJctfaiee church " 

Here his Journal' ends abruptly. Whether he 
wrote any more after this time, I know not; but 
probably not much, as he arrived in England about 
the 12th of November. These short notes of his 
tour, thoudi they may seem minute taken singly, 
make together a considerable mass of information, 
and exhibit such an ardcWr of inquiry and acuteneas 
of examination, as, I believe, are found in but few 
travellers, especially at an advanced age. They com- 
jdetely refute the idle notion which has been propa- 

1 My wortlif and iogeiuaua trieod, IHr. Andrew Lumisden, l^ 
his accunte acquuntaace with Fruice, ensbleil me li> make out 
many proper names which I>r, Johman had tnitten tnilisticctlyi 
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gated, that he couli tiol see; and, if. he had taken the 
trouble to revise and digest them, he undoubtedly 
conid have expanded them into a very entertiUDing 
nairative. 

When I met him in London the fotloving year, the 
account which he gave me (rf his French tour was, 
"Sjr, [hareseenallthe visibilities of Paris, and around 
it; but to hare formed an acquaintance with the people 
there, would have required more time than I could 
stay. I was just beginning to creep into acquaintance 
ty means of Colonel Drumgold, a very high man, 
sir, head of L'Ecole MiUtaire, a most comidete ch^ 
racter, f<M' he had first been a professor of jhetoiick, 
and then became a soldier. And, sir, I was very 
kindly treated by the English Benedictines, and have 
a cell appropriated to me ill- their convent." 

He observed, "The great in France live very 
magnificently, but the rest Tery miserably. There is 
no happy middle state as in England. The shops of 
Paris are mean ; the meat iu the markets is such as 
would be sent to a gaol in England ^ and Mr. Thrale 
justly observed, that the cookery of the French traa 
forcai upon them by necessity ; for they could not eat 
their meat, unless tney addea some taste to it. The 
French are an indelicate people ; they will spit upon 

any place. At Madame 's, a literary lady of 

rank, the footman took the sugar in iiis fingers, and 
threw it into my coffee. I was going to put it aside ; 
but hearing it was made on purpose for me, I e'en 
tasted Tom's lingers. The same lady would needs 
tttake tea d I'Angloise. The spout of the tea-pot 
did not pour freely; she bade the footman blow into 
it. France is worse than Scotland in evetj thing 
but climate. Nature has done more for the French ; 
but they have done leas for themselves Aiaa the Scotch 
have done." 

It happened that Foote was at Paris at the same 
M3 
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time with Dr. Johasoo, and hia description of my 
friend wfaile there, wm abundantly ludicrous. He 
told me, that the French were q^uite astonished at 
his figure and manner, and at his dreee, which he 
obitinately continued^ esactly as in London;' — his 
brown clothes, black stockings, aaA plain shirt. He 
mentioned, that an Irish gentleman said to Johnson, 
" Sir, yoli have not seen the beat French players." 
Johnson. " Players, sir ! J look on them as no better 
than creaturca set upon tables and joint-stools to make 
fiicea and produce laughter, like dancing dogs." — 
" But, sir, you will allow that some players are better 
than others?" Johnson. " Yes, sir, as some dogs 
dance better than others." 

While Johnson was in France, he was generally 
very resolute in speakii^ Latin. It was a maxim 
with him that a man should not let himself down,' 
by speaking a language which he speaks imperfectly. 
Indeed, we must have often observed how inferiour, 
how much like a child a man appears, who speaks a 
broken tongue. When Sir Joshua Reynolds, at one 
of the dinners of the Royal Academy, presented him 
to a Frenchman of great distinction, he would not 
deign to speak French, but talked Latin, though bis 
Excellency did not underatand it, owing, perha^M, to 



1 [Mi. Foote te«lil> to have tmbeUiAed a Uttle in saying that 
Jobnago did not alter big dieaa at Paris ( aa in hia Jotunu is a 
menionndimi about white slockingB, wig, and hat. In another 
place we are told that " during hia travela in France he waa 
Auniahed with a Frendi-made wis of handaome conatjuelittfk." 
That Johnaon waa not inattentiTe to hia appearance ia certnli, 
from a drcumatanee telated by Mi. Steerena, and inseited hj 
Mr. BomreD, between June 16 and June 22, 1781. L B,] 

[Mr. Blakeway's obaervation is further canGimed b; a not* in 
Jdmacn'a diaiy (quoted by Sir John Hawfains, L^ ofjahnion, 
p. 517), by wMch it appears, that be laid out tUity pounda in 
dothea fbi hia French joum^. M.] 
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Johnson's EojZ^liah pronunciation: yet upon anotJin' 
occasion he was observed to speak French to a French- 
man of high rank, who spoke English ; and being 
asked the resstm, with some expression of surprise, — 
he answered, "because I think my French is as good 
as his English." Though Johnson unde^tood French 
perfectly, he could not speak it readily, as I have ob- 
served at his first interview with General Paoii, in 
1769; yst he wrote it, I imagine, pretty well, as 
spears from some of hie letters in Mrs. Ffozzi's col- 
lection, of which I shall transcribe one : 



A Madame La Comtesse de — 



" July 16, 17.75. 
" Oui, Madame, le mgment est arrive, et Ufavt 
queje parte. Mali pourqUoiJaut ilparttrf Est ce 
queje m'enntii/ef Je Ttt'ennuyerai ailleurf. Est ce. 
qneje cherche ou quelqtte plahir, ou quelque loulage- 
menlf Je ne cherche rien,je n'espere rien. AUerwir 
ce qttefai oil, etre un pen rejoue, un pen degouti, me 
resouvenir que la We se passe en vain, me piaindre de 
mni, m'enduTcir aux denorsi void le tout de ce qu'on 
cnmp'e pour les delices de Vamie-c. Que Dieu vous 
donnr, Madame, tons les agremens de la vie, avec un 
esprit quipeut enjouir sans *'y livrer trap" 

, Here let me not forget a curious anecdote, as re- 
lated to me by Mr. Beauclerk, which I shall endeavour 
to exhibit as well as I can in that gentleman's lively 
manner ; and in justice to him it is proper to add. 



in England (sjud Beauclerk), she was desirous to see 
Jobneoo. I accordingly went with her to bis cham- . 



128 THE LIFE Ot cms. 

ben in the Temple, where she was entertaiaed with 
his conTergatiMt for some time. When our visit was 
OFer, she and I left bim, and were got into Inner 
Temole-lane, when aU< at once I heard a noise like 
thunder. This was occasioned by Johnson, who, it 
seeniB, upon a little recollection, had taken it into' 
his head that he uug;ht to have done the honours of 
his literary residence to a foreign lady of quality, and 
eager to shew himself a man of gallajitry, was hurry- 
ing down the st^rcaBe in violent agitation. I^ 
overtook us before we reached the Temple-gate, and 
brushing in between me and Madame de Boufflers, 
seized her hand, and conducted her to her coach. 
His dress was a rusty brown morning suit, a pair of 
old shoes by way of slippers, a little ahrivdlled \ng 
sticking on the top of his head, and the sleeves of his 
shirt and the knees of his breeches hanging loose. A 
considerable crowd of people gathered round, and 
were not a little struck by this singular ^qtearance." 
He spoke Latin with .wonderful Sueocy and ele- 
gance. When Pere Boscovich was in England, 
Johnfiao dined in company with him at Sir Joshua 
Beyndds's, and at Dr. Douglas's, now Bishop of Sa,. 
lisbury. Upon both occasions that celebrated foreigner 
expressed his astonishment at Johnson's Latin con- 
versation. When at Paris, Johnson thus charao- 
- tensed Voltiure to Freron the Journalist: " Vir est 
acenimi ingetui et paucarum Uterarum." 

" TO DR. SAHUKL JOHNSON. 

"MY DEAB SIR, ^ "Edinbu^ Decs, 1776. 

" Mr. Alexander Maclean, the young Laird 

' of Col, being to set out to-morrow for London, I give 

him this letter to introduce him to your acquuntance. 

The kindoeae which you and 1 experienced frpm lus. 
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brother, whose uofortiuiate death we sincerely lament, 
will make us always desirous t« shew attention to any 
branch of the family. Indeed, you hare so much of 
the true Highland cordiality, that I am sure you 
would hare bought nie to blame if I had neglected 
tfl recommeod to you this Hebridean prince, in whose 
island we were hospitably entertained. I ever am 
with respectful attachment, my dear sir, 
" Your most obliged 

" And most humble servant, 

" James Boswell." 



accounts of the polite attention with which ii 
rec^ved by Dr. Johnson. 

In the course of this year Dr. Bumey informs me 
that " he very frequency met Dr. Johnson at Mr. 
Thrale's, at Streatham, where they had many long 
cannersatimis, often sitting up as long as the fire and 
candles lasted, and much longer than the patience of 
the servants subsisted." 

A £ew of Johnson's sayings, which that gentleman 
recollects, should here be inserted. 

" I never take a nap after dinner but when I ha»e 
had a bad night, and then the nap takes me;" 

. " The writer of an epitaph should not be con- 
sidered as saying nothing but what is strictly true. 
Allowance must be made for some degree of exag- 
gerated praise. In lapidary inscriptions a man is not 
upon oatn." 

" There is now, less fiogging in our great schools 
than formerly, but then less is learned there ; so that 
what the boys get at one end they lose at the other," 

" More is learned in publick than in private schools, 
tram emulation ; there is the collision of mind with 
mind, or the radiation of many minds pointing to one 
(l^ntre. Though few boys make their own exerdses. 
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yet if a good exercise is givea np, wit of a grest 



of boys, it is made by snmebofly." 
■' I hate by-roade in education. EdDcadon is aa 
well known, and has long been as well known, as 
ever it can be. EndeaToaring to make children 
nrematurely wise is useless laboiir. Suppose they 
hare more knowledge at fire or six years old th^ 
other children, what nse can be made of it ? It will 
be lost before it is wanted, and the waste of so much 
time and labour of the teacher can nerer be repaid. 
Too much is expected from precocity, and too Uttle 
performed. Miss ' was an instance of early 

cohJvatioB, but in what did it terminate ? In mar- 
rying a little Presbyterian parson, who keeps an 
in&nt boarding'-school, so that all her employmrait 
Bowii, 

' To suckle iixtts, ind dmmide miBlI-bea.' 

She tdls the diildren, ' This ia » cat, and tbat-is k 
dog, with fenr legs and a tail ; see there ! you are 
much better than a cat or a dog, for you can qieak.' 
If I had bestowed such an education on a daughter, 
and had discovered that die thought of marrying eadi 
a, fellow, I would have sent her to the Congnst." 

' " After having talked slightingly of musick, he was 
-^Merved to listen very attentively while Miss. Thrale 
played on the hai^chord, and with eagerness he 
calted to her, ' Why don't you dash away liiie Bur- 
ney?' Dr. Bumey upon this said to him, ' I believe, 
sir, we shall make a musician of you at last.' John- 
srai with candid com^acency refJied, ' Sir, I shall be 
glad to have a new sense given to me.' " 

" He had come down one morning to the break- 
&st-room, and been a considerable time by himself 
before any body appeared. When on a subsequent 
day he waa twitted \ij Mrs. Thrale for being very 
late, which be generally was, he deJbnded himself by 
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alludiiig to the extraordiiialy morRing, wfaen he had 
been too earljr. ' Madam, I do not Itke to come 
down to vacuity.' " 

" Dr. Biirney having remarked that M^. Orarridt 
was beginnfog to look old, he said, ' Why, sir, you 
are not to vonder at that; no man's bee has had 
more wear and tear.' " 

Knt having heard irom him for a longer time than 
I suj^>08ed he would be silent, I .tTrot« to him De^ 
cemW'lS, not in good spirits. " Sometimes I have 
been airaid that the cold which has gone over Europe 
this year like a sort oi pestilence hae seized you 
severely: sometdmes my imaginatioii, which is upon 
occasiona prolifick of evil, hath figured that you may 
Iiave somehow taken offence at some part of my 
conduct." ' 

" TO JAUES BOSWELL, ESQ. 
" DKAR Hni, 

" Nbvbs dream of any offence. How should 
you offend me P I consider your friendship as » 
possession, which I intend to hold till you t^e it 
trom me, and to lament if ever by my fault I should 
lose it. However, 'when such suspicions find their 
way into your mind, always give them vent ; I shall 
make haste to disperse them ; but hinder their first 
ingress if you can. Consider such thoughts aa 
mi»bid. 

" Such illneBs as may excnes my omission to Lord 
Hailes, I caimot honestly plead. Ihavebeenhmdered,^ 
I know not how, by a succesuon of petty obstructions. 
I hmie to mead immediately, and to send next post 
to his Lordship. Mr. Thrale would have written to 
you if I had omitt«d ; he sends his compUmeB**' a»d 
wishea to »ee you. 
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" You and your lady will now have no raont 
wrangling about feudal inheritajice. How does the 
youAg Laird of Auchinleck? I suppose Miaa Veronica 
u grown a reader and discourser. 

" I bave just now got a cough, but it has never 
yet hindered me from sleeping; I have had quieter 
nights than are common with me. 

" I cannot but rejoice that Joseph ' has had the wit 
t« find the way back. He is a fine fellow, and one of 
the best travellers in the world. 

" Young Col brought me your letter. He is a very 
ileaaing youth. I took hun two days ago to the 
iitre, and we dined together. I wag as civU as I had . 
the means of being. 

" I have had a letter from Rasay, acknowledging, 
with great appearance of satisfaction, the insertitm >u 
the Edinburgh paper. I am very glad that it was 

" My complimente to Mrs. Boswell, who does aot 
love me ; and of all the rest, I need only send them 
to those that do ; and I am. afraid it vnll give you 
very little trouble to distribute them. I am, my 
dear, dear sir, 

" Your affectionate humble servant, 
" DecemberSS, 1775." " S\M. Johxson." 

In 177€, Johnson wrote, so far ^ I csn discover, 
Qotbing for the publick : but that his mind was still 
ardent, and fraught with generous wishes to attain to 
still higher degrees of literary excellence, is proved 
by his private notes of this year, which I shall insert 
in their proper place. 

1 JoMdi RiHec a BohenuMi, who wm in mj service maaj 

San, aod attended Di. Johiuon and me in our Toui to the 
ebndei. A&et having left me t^ latne time, he had now 
returned tome. 
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" TO JAMES BOSWELL, ES«. 
"DEAR SIR, 

" I HAVE at last sent you «1) Lord Hailee'i 
p^rs. While I was in France, I looked very often 
iDtu Henault ; but Lord Hailes, in m^ ojunioD, learea 
him fax aai far behind. Why J did not deqtatch go 
short 3 perusal sooner, when I look back, I am utterly 
unable to discover: but human mma^ts are stolen 
aivay by a thousand petty impediments which leave 
no trace behind them. I have been afflicted, through 
the ndiole Chriatmafi, with the general disorder, of 
which tlie. worst effect waa a cough, which is now 
much mitigated, though the country, on which I look 
from a window at Streatham, is now covered with 
a deep snow. Mrs. Williams is very 3) ;" every body 
else ia as usual. 

" Among the papers, I found a letter to you, 
which I think you had not opened ; and a paper for 
' The Chronicle,' which I suppose it not neceaaary now 
to insert. I return them both. 

" I have, within these few days, bad the honour 
of receiving Lord HaOes's first volume for, which I 
return mv most respectful thanks. 

" I wish you, my dearest friend, and your haughty 
ladv (for I know she does not love me), and the young 
ladies, and the young Laird, all happiness. Teach 
the young gentleman, in spite of his mamma, to think 
and speak well of, sir, 

" Your affectionate humble servant, 
" J«B. 10, l^^e." " Sam. Johmson." - 

At this time was in agitation a matter of great 
consequence to me and my family, which I ahould not 
obtrude upon the world, were it not that the part 
which Dr. Johnson's friendship for me made him take 
in it, was the occaision of: an exertion of his abuitaeg, 

VOL. III. M . ' 
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wbidh it Tould be iDJustice to conceal. That what 
he wrote upon the subject may be underetood, it is 
BeceBsary to give a state of the question, which 
; BhaU do 08 briefly aaJ can. 

In the year 1504,. the barony or majionr of Auchin- 
leck (praiounced Affiec/i), in Ayrshire, which beloDsed 
to A muily of tiie seme name with tlie lands, . havug 
iaUen to the Crown by forfeituie, Jamea the Fonrth, 
King of SflothBd, granted it to Thomas Boswell, a 
^rauch of an andent fiunily in the county at Fife, 
Myting him in the charter, " dilectojamiliori juutroi" 
■ud asHgning, as iJie cause of the grant, "pro bono et 
Jiddi servUio nobis prcettito." Thomas Boswell was 
■lain in battle; fi^itbg along with his Sorevedgni.st 
the fotal field of Flnddon, in 1513. 

Fran t^ rery honounible founder of our family, 
the estate was transmitted, in a direct series of heirs 
mole, to David Boswell, my father's great graiid uacle, 
who had no sons, but four daughtN^, who were all 
re^ectably married, the eldest to Lord Catbcart. 

David Boswell, being nesolute in the military feudal 
principle of continuing the male succession,, passed' by - 
tuB daughters, and settled the estate on his nephew 
by his next brother, who approved of the deed, and 
renounced any pretenuons which he might possibly 
have, in preference to his son. But the estate having 
bees burthened with large portions to the daiffifaters, 
and other debts, it was neeessary for the ite]mew to 
s^ a consideraUe part of it, and what lemained was, 
stil) much encumbered. 

The frugality of the nephew preserrad, and, in 
some degree, reliev^ the estate. His son, ray grand- 
lather, an eminent lawyer, not onIy.re-puichased a 
great part of what had been sold, but acquired other 
lands; and my &tber, who was one of the Judges of 
Scotland, and bad added considerably to the estate, 
Aow Hgoified htt indtuatioa to take the privilege 
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petuity bf an entail, whicli, mi accoont of bi 
articles, >cotild nut be done vithoat my consent. 

In the plan of entailing the estate, I heartily coik 
cuired witli him, though I was the first to be restrained 
by it; but ve unhappily dififered as to the wries <tf 
heirs which ehould be established, or in the language 
of our law, called to the Buccession. My &ther had 
declared a predilection for heirs general, that is, 
males and females indiscriminately. He was willino, 
howerer, that all males descending from his graM- 
&ther should be preferred to females ; bat woold B«t 
extend that privilege to males deriving their desoeat 
from a hi^er source. 'I, on the other hand, had « 
zealous partiality for heirs male, however rmiote, 
which I maintained by arguments which appeared to 
me to have ouiaderatue weight.^ And in the parti- 

I AdmTFulumaitDfScMIaDd, 1686, Cqi. 22. 

S Ax fini, the opiiucn of aiKDe dMaguuhtd nUanlirtf, that 
our ^edea it OtoEnaaei Ouvugh hibIh anlj, the Icmale bdiw aQ 
•lung no mote Hua a niifu, or name, as Mo^ei Earth u to i£ota 
of erery sort; iriiii^ notion seems to be confimifd bf that tdtof 
Boiptim, " Kevajetinthetainiofhit FATQEm wbenHdtU. 
Kdedc me( him ;" (Heb. viL 10). and coBBeqncntljr dwt a nu^* 
^nndaoo by a daughter, instead of being bii turetl deaccodant, w 
u mlgatlj aid, has, in jeility, no comiecdoii whalera with lua 
blood. — And secondlj, independent of this theory (nhirli, if true, 
ihould compleleLy atdude heirs general), that if the preference Of 
a Qiale to a ftmale, irithout r^srd to primt^eniture (as a son, 
tbrai^ mudi younger, nay, even a gtandion by a aon, to a daugfa- 
ler), be once admitted, as it uniTetuilIy is, it mutt be equally left- 
■ooafale and proper in the must remote degree of desccat from an 
ODgiiiBl projn^etor of ao estate, a> in the nearest; beouiae, — bo*- 
erei distant jrom Ibe lepreaentalive at the lime, — tbat remote hdr 
mal^ apon the faHure erf those nearer to the original prvprit^r 
ihaa he i<, beeoum in fitct the nearest male to ft™, and is, then- 
fim, pie&idile n Aw reprisenlatiTe, to a female deaceodaot.— A 
little extcneioD of Boul will enabk useaaily topercdveibataian'a 
•on, ia ootitiaualian to vbatcrer length of lime, ia pidimhle to ■ 
■oq's dao^tei, ia the aUx^aoa to an aodeot Bdwhtaneei in 
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cul>r esse of our fmmily, I anprehended that we vere 
under an implied obligation, id honour and good &itli, 
to traDBmit the estate by tlie same tenure whidi \re 
held it, vhich was as heirs, maJe, excluding nearer 
females. I therefore, as 1 thought conscientiously, 
objected to jny &ther'e scheme. 

My opposition was very displeasing to my father, 
who was entitled to great reaped and deference ; and 
I had reason to apprehend disagreeable consequences 
from my non-conipliance with his wishes. After much 
perplexity and uneasiness, I wrote to Dr. Johnson, 
stating the case, with all its difficulties, at iiil) length, 
and earnestly requesting that he would consider it at 
Jeisure, and fitvour me with his friendly opinion and 
adnix. 



" TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESS. 



" I WAS much impressed by your letter, and if I 
can form upon ycnir case any resolution satisfactory 
to myself, will very gladly impart it; hut whether I 
am equal to it, 1 do not know. It is a case com- 
pounded of law and justice, and requires a mind 
versed in juridical disquisitions, Could not you tell 

n whole mind to Lord Hailcs? He is, you know, 
a Christian and a Lawyer. I suppose he is 

vUich Kgnd diould be had to the reproentatiDi) of the ordinal 
poprietot, and not to diat of one of hig desceodints. 

I am sirare of Blukatone'a adminble demoiutntion of the 
nsBOnableniw of Che I^sl a-uccession, upon the piindple of there 
bong the greatest prot^biHtj that die nearest beii of the person 
' wbt> laat dies proprietor of u estate, is of the blood of the flrvt 
pordiMei. But suppoan^ ■ pedigree to tw nrefiilly authentieued 
diioa^ all iu biBBdiee, instead ot mere proioitfi^ there will be 
a cntaotfy that Iht luareit Anr nak, al akatevtr vtriad, has the 
ncK rj^t of blood witti (he Srst heir male, namdf, the ortgrnnf 
pmnkam'teUM loH. 
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above partiality, and ibore loqusci^: tnd, I beUerc, 
he will not thini the time lost in which he may quirt 
a disturbed, or §ettle a waveriug mind. Write to 
me, ae any thing occurs lo you ; and if 1 find niyseif 
stopped by want of facte Decessary to be koowii, 1 wiJU 
m^Ke inquiries of you as my doubta arise. 

" If your former resolutions should be found only 
faDciliil, you decide ri^tly in judging that your 
father's faacies may claim tne preference; but whe- 
ther they are fanciml or rational, ia the question. I 
really think Lord Hailes could help ub. 

" Make my compliments to dear Mrs. Boswell ; 
and tell her, that 1 hope to be wanting in nothing 
that I can contribute to bring you aJI out of your 
troublea. I am, dear sir, most affectionately, 

" Your humble servant, 
" London, Jui. 16, 1776." " Sam. Johnson." 

TO THE BAME. 



" I AM going to write upon a question which 
requires more knowledge of local law, and more ac- 
quaintance with the general rules of inheritance, than 
I can d^m ; hut I write, because you request it. 

" Land is like any otiier posaesmon, by natural 
right whollv in the power, of its present owner ; and 
may be sold, given, or bequeathed, absolutely or 
conditionally, aa Juc^ement shall direct, or pasdon 

" But natural right would avail little without the 
protection of law ; and the primary notion of law ia 
reatr^t in the exercise of natural right. A man is 
therefore, in society, not fully master of what he adla 
his own, but he still rettuiia aH the power which law 
does not take from him. 

" In the exercise of the right whidi law. either 
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leares or gives, regard is to be paid to moral' ob)i- 
gations. 

" Of the estate which we are now coDsidertng, 
your father still retains such posseawon, with such 
power over it, that he can sell it, and do with tlie 
money what he will, without any legal impediment, 
^ut when he extends his power beyond his own life, 
by settling the order of succession, the law makes 
your consent necessary. 

" Let UB suppose that he sells the land to risk 
the mon^y in some specious adventure, and in that 
adventure loses the whole ; his posterity would be 
disappointed; but they could not think themselves 
injured or robbed. If he spent it upon vice or [Mea- 
sure, his successors could only call him vicious and 
voluptuous ; they could not say that he was injurious 
or unjust. 

"^e that may do more may do less. He that, 
by selling, or squanderiitg, may disinherit a whole 
family, may certainly disinherit part, by a partial 
settlement. 

"Laws are formed by the manners and exigencies 
of particular times, and it is but accidental that they 
last longer than their causes ; the limitation of feudal 
succession tfl the male arose from- the obligation of the 
tenant to attend his chief- in war. 

" As times and opinions are always chan^g, t 
know not whether it be not usurpation to prescribe 
rules to posterity, by presuming te judge of what 
we cannot know; ana 1 know nOt whether I ftilly 
approve either your design or your father's, to limit 
that succession which descended te you unlimited. 
If we are to leave sartam tectum to posterity, what 
we hKve without any merit of our own received from 
our ancestors, should not choice and free-will be kept 
unviolated? I sland to be treated with more re- 
verence than libtrty f—U this cwaderation should 
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restrain your father from dUinlieriitiDg some of tbe 
males, does it leave you the power of disinheriting all 
the females * 

" Can the possessor of a feudal estate make any . 
will? Can h6 appoint, out of the ioheritance^ any 
portions U> his daughter ? There seems to be a very 
shadowy difference between the power of leaving land, 
and of leaving money to be raised from land ; between 
leaving an estate to females, and leaving the male 
■ heir, in effect, only their steward. 

" Suppose at one time a law that allowed only 
males to inherit, and during the continuance of this 
law many estates to have descended, passing by the 
females, to remoter heirs. Suppose afterwards the 
law repealed in correspondence with a change of 
manners, and women made capable of inheritance ; 
would not dien the tenure of estates be changed? 
Could the women have no benefit from a law made in 
their favour? Must they be passed hy upon moral 
principles for ever, because they were once excluded 
by a legal prohibition ? Or may that which passed 
only to males by one law, pass likewise to females by 
another ? 

" You mention your resolution to maintain the 
right of your brothers : ' I do not see how any of their 
rights are invaded. 

" As your whole difficulty arises from the act of 
youp ancestor, who diverted the succession from the 
females, you inquire, very properly, what were his 
motives, and whatwashisintention; for yOu certainly 
are not bound by his act more than, he intended to 
bind you, nor hold your land on harder or stricter 
terms tlum those on which it was granted. 

" Intentions must be gathered from acts. When 

1 Which term I applied to aU. the heirs male. 
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be left the estate to his oephew, b^ excluding bis 
dau^tero, was it, or was it Dot, in hia power to have 
perpetuated the successioD to the males ? If he could 
bare done it, lie eeems to hare shewn, by omitting it, 
that he did not desire it to be done, and upon your 
own principles, you will not easily prove your rigbt 
to destroy that capacity of succession which your au- 
Cestors have lefb. 

" If your ancestor had not the power of making 
a perpetual settlement ; and if, therefore, we cannot 
iooge distinctly ot his intendons, yet bis act can only 
pe conudered as an example ; it makes not an ohl!g&> 
tlon. And, as you obaerre, he set no example of ri- 
gomiB adherence to the line of succession. He that 
overlooked a brother, would not wonder that little 
regard is shewn to remote relations. 

" As the rules of succesaion are, in a great part, 
purely legal, no man can be supposed to bequeath any 
thine, but upon legal terms ; be can grant no power 
which the law denies ; sod if he makes no q)ecial and 
definite limitation, be confers all the power which the 
law allows. 

" Your ancestor, for some reason, diunberited his 
duighters ; but it no more follows that be intended 
this act as a rule for posterity, than tbe diunberiting " 
of his larother. 

1' !(, therefore, you ask by what right yoni &ther 
admits daughters to inheritance, ask yourself, first, 
by what right you require them to be excluded ? 

" It a{^ari, upon reflection, that your btber 
excludes nobody ; be only admits nearer females to 
inherit before malefl more remote ; and the ezcluumi 
is purely cbnsequentiaL 

" These, dear sir, are my thoughts, immethodical 
and deliberative ; but, perhaps, you may find in them 
topte glimmering of evidence. 
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" I cannot, however, but again recominend to you 

a conference with LiorA Hailes, whom you know to be 

both a Lawyer and a Christian. 

"' Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell, though 

■ahe does not love me, I am, sir, 

" Your affectionate servant, 

"F*. 5, 1773." " Sam. Johnson." 

I had foIh)wed liis recommendation and consulted 
Lord HaUes, who upon this subject had a firm opinion 
contrary to mine. His Lordship obligingly took the 
trouble to write me a letter, in which he discussed 
■with legal and historical learning, the points in which 
I saw much diificultj, maintainiug that " the succes- 
sion of heirs general was the succession, by the law 
of Scotland, &rom the throne to the cotta^, as far as 
we can leant it by record j" observing that the estate 
«f our family had not been limited to heirs male : and 
that though an heir male had in one instance been 
chosen in preference to nearer females, that had been 
an arbitrary act, which had seemed to be best in the 
embarrassed state of afiairs at that time ; and the fact 
was, that upon a fair computation of the value of land 
and money at the time, applied to the estate and t^ 
burthens upon it, there was nothing given the heir 
male but the skeleton of an estate. "The plea of 
conscience (said his Lordship), which you put, is a 
most respectable one, espedalh' when conscunce and 
self Are on different sides. But I tbinlf that con- 
' science is not well informed, and that self and she 
■ ought on this occasion to be of a side." 

This letter, which had considerable influence upon 
my mind, I sent to Dr. Johnson, begging to hear 
from him again, upon this interesting question. 
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" to juixb boswell, esq. 

"dear sir, 
" Having not any aGquuntance witt the laws or 
custtma of Saodand, I endearoured to consider your 
question upon general principles, and fourid nothing 
f>f much validit}' that I could oppose to this position : 
>* He who inherits a fief unlimited by bis ancestors, 
inherits the power of limiting it accoraing to his own 
judgement or opinion.* If this be truci you may join 
with your father. 

" Further consideration produces anotlwr con- 
4Junou: ' He who receives a 4ef unlimited 1^ his 
ancestors, gives His heirs some reason to complain, if 
he does not transmit it unlimited to posterity. For 
why sbould be make the state of others worse than 
his own, without a reason f If this be true, though 
neither you nor your &ther are about to do what ia 
quite right, but as your &ther violates (I think) the 
legal succesnou least, be seems to be nearer the rig^t 
than yourself. 

" It cannot but occur that ' Women have natural 
and equitable claims aa well as men, and these daima 
are not to be capriciously or lightly superseded or 
infringed.' When fiets implied military service, it is 
eadly discerned why femides could not inherit tliem ; 
but that reason is now at an end. As manners make 
laws, manners likewise, repeal them. 

" These are the general conclusions which I have 
atCained. None of them are very favourable to your 
scheme of entail, nor pahapa to any sdeme. My 
observation, that only he who acquires an estate may 
bequeath it Aapricioi^y, ' if it contains any conviction, 
indudes this position likewise, that only he who ac- 

lHudnmindedhimaflutolMcmidon, maitiraitd, voL n. p. 346. 
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qnires an estate may eatail it eapnaoaeiy. fiut I 
thiulc it may be aa&ly presumed, that ' be wtio iidierita 
an eatate, inherits ah the power legally concomitant ;' 
and that ' He who gives or leaves unlimited an estate 
legally limitable, must be presnmed to give that power 
of limitation which he omitted to take away, and to 
commit future contingencies to fiitnre prudence.' 
In these two jiositions I beliere Lord Hailes will 
advise you to rest; erery other notion of poBsesdon 
seems to me full of difficulties, and embarrassed with 

" If these axioms be allowed, you hare arrived 
now at full liberty witiiout the help of particular dr- 
cumstances, whidi, however, hare in your case great 
w«ght. You very rightly observe, liat he who 
passing by his brotiier gave the inheritance to his 
nephew, could limit no more than he gave; and by 
Z^rd Hailes's estimate of fourteen years' puirhase, 
what he gave was no more than you may easily entail 
according to your own <:^inioD, if that opinion dioold 
finally prevail. 

** Lord Hiulee's suspidon that entuls aic encroach* 
ments on the dominion of Providence, may be extended 
to all' hereditary privileges and all permanent iosti- 
tutioDB ; -I do not see why it may not be extended to 
any provision for tJie present hour, since all eaic 
^>oat foturity proceeds tipon a supposition, that we 
Itnow at least in some degree what will be future. 
Of the fiiture we certainly knotf nothing; bat we 
mw fferm conjectures from the past ; and the power 
of rorming conjectures includes, in my opinion, the 
duty of acting m conformity to that probability which 
we discover. Providence gives the power, of which 
iCaeon teaches tbe use. I am, dear sir, 

" Your most faithful servani, 
"Feb. 8, 1776." " Sam. Johnson." 
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" l-faope I shall get some ground now with Mrs. 
Boswell i make my compliments to her, and to Hie 
little peOTile. 

" Don t burn papers ; they may be safe eQOU|^ 
in your own box, — you will wish to see them here- 
after." 



" DEAR 8IH, 

" To the letters which I have written abont 
your great questiou I hare nothing to add. If your 
conscience is' satisfied, you have now ouly your pru- 
dence to consult. I long for a letter, that I may 
know How this troublesome and vexatious question 
is at last decided.' I hope that it will at last end 
well. Lord Hailes's letter was very friendly, and 
very seasonable, but I think his aversion from entails 
has BonieUiing in it like superstition. Providence is 
not counteracted by any means which Providence puts 
into our power. The continuance and propagation 
ef families makes a great part of.the Jewish law, and 
is by no means prohibited in tlie Christian institution, 
though the necessity of it continues no longer. Here- 
ditary tenures are established in all Qivilized countries,, 
and are accMnpanied in most with hereditary au- 
tiiority. Sir "William Temple considers our consti- 

1 Hie entwl iiamed b; m; fatha villi VBrinus judidousdAiua 
wtu settled by him and me, settling the estate upon the hcin dmIc 
of hia giandfiither, which 1 found had been already done by my 

rdfather, imperfecilf , but so as to be defeated onlj by selling 
lands. I WE£ freed by Dr- Johnson from bctuucb of ccoi- 
edentiouE obligation, and could, therefore, gratify n:y father. But 
my opinion and partiality for male succeation, in Its fiill extent, re- 
mained unshaken. Yet let me not be thought harsh or unkind to 
daughtera: for niynotion is, that they should be Created with gnat 
affection Rnd tenderness, and alvays putidpate of the prosperity . 
of the family. 
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tatioa H deflective, tkat tbere ia not m uuMienable 
estate in land connected with a peerage: and hc^ 
Bacon raeotions aa a proof that the Turks are Bar- 
bariaos, their want of Stirpes, as he calls them, or 
^reditaiy rank. Do not let ^ur mindj when it is 
freed fr«Hn the supposed necessity (<S a rigorous entail, 
he entangled with contrary ohjections, and think all 
entails unlawful, till fou hare cogent arguments, 
which I beliere yoa will never find. I am afraid of 
acruples. 

" I bare now tent all Lord Hailes's papers ; part 
I found hidden in a drawer in which I haa laid them 
for security, aod had forgotten them. Part itf these 
are written twice ; i hare returned tmth the copies. 
Part I had read before. 

" Be so, kind as to return Jjord Hailes my most 
reroectful thanks for his first rolume ; his accuracy 
stnkes loe with wonder; his narratire is far tu- 
perionr to that of Henault, aa I hare formerly men- 
tioned. 

" I am a&aid that the trouble, which my irregu- 
larity and delay has cost him, is greater, &r greater, 
tiian any good that I eao-do him will ever recom- 
pense ; but if 1 hare any more copy, I will try to do 
better. 

" Pray let me know if Mrs. Boswellie friends with ' 
jne, and pay my respects to Veronica and Euphemia, 
and Ale^aader. t am, sir, 

" Your most humble serrant, 
» rdrfnscj- W, 1776." " Sah. Jokii«»»." 

" UK, BaSWKLI.. TO S8. jaHVCOK. 

" You have illuminated my mind, and relieved 
me from imaginary shadileB of conscienUous obTiga- 
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Him. Were it necesaar^ , I could immediately join iii 
an entail upon the senes of heirs approrea by my 
&ther; but it Is better not to act too suddenly." 

" DR. JOHKSON TO MR. BOSWELL. 



" I AH glad that what I could think or say has 
at all coutrilnited to quiet your thoij^hts. Your re- 
solution not to act, tUl your opinion is confirmed by 
more deliberatioii, is very just. If you have been 
scrupulous, do not be rash. I hope that as you think 
more, and take opportuuities of t^llHi^ witn men tn- 
telligent in questions of property, you will be able to 
free yourselffrom every ditficulty. 

" When I wrote last, I sent, I think, ten packets. 
Did you receive them all? 

" You must tell Mrs. Boswell that I suspected her to 
have written without your knowledge,* and th^^ore 
did not return any answer, lest a clandestine corre- 
nMndenoe should nave berai perniciously discovered.' 
I will write to her Boou. ****«*. 
" I am, dear sir, 

" Most a^ctionately yours, 
«Fd>.24, 1776." " Sam. Johnson." 

Having communicated to Lord Uailes what Dr. 
, Johnson wrote concerning the question which per- 
plexed me BO much, his Lordship wrote to me; 
''Yourscruples have produced morefruit tbui lever 
expected from them; an excellent dissertation on 
genera] prindtJes of monib and law." 

I wrot« to Dr. Johnson on the 20tli of Febnmry, 
complaining of melancholy, and expressing a strong 



0, Google 



^jat. 67-3 DB. 'JOHNSON. 117 

desire to be irith him ; informiDg him that the ten 
|)acket8 c»ne all eafej that I^ra Htules was much 
obliged to him, ajid said lie had almoBt wholly 
removed hia scruples agaiust entails. 

"to JAMES BOSWBLL, ESQ. 
" DEAR SIR, 

" I HAVE not had your letter half an hour : aa 
you lav so much weight upon my notions, I should 
think it not just to delav my aneiver. 

" I am very sorry tiiat your melancholy should 
return, and should be sorry likewise if it could haVe 
no relief but from my company. My counsel you 
may have when you are pleased to require it ; but of 
my company you cannot in the nest month have 
much, for Mr. Thrale will take me to Italy, he says, 
OD the first of April. 

" Let me warn you very earnestly against scruples. 
I am elad that you are reconciled to your settlement, 
and think it a great honour to have shaken Lord 
Hailes's opinion of entails. Do not, however, hope 
wholly to reason away your troubles; do not feed 
them with attention, and they will die imperceptibly 
away. Fix your thoughts upon your bunness, fiU 
your intervals with company, and sunshine will again 
break in upon your mind. If you will come to ni«, 
yoa must come very quickly; and even then I know not 
biit we may scour the country together, for I have a 
mind to see Oxford and Lichfield, before I set out tm 
this long Journey. To this I can only add that I 
am, dear sir, 

" Your most affectionate humble servant, 
" Mairfi 5, 1776." " Sam. Johnson." 
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TO THk SAHK. 

« DEAR ein, 

" Very early in April we leave England, and in 
the beginnii^ of the next week I shall leave LondoB 
for a short time ; of ibis I think it uet^saary to 
inform you, that you may not be disappointed in any 
of your enterpriBeB. I had not fully resolred to go 
into the country before this day. 

" Please to make my compliments to Lord Hailes ; 
and mention very particularly to Mrs, Boswell my 
h(^ that she is recoBciled t«, sir, 

" Your ^tUiil serrant, 
" Mndi la, we." " Sam. Johssou" 

. AhoTC thirty yearn ag«, the heirs of Lord Chan- 
cellor Clarendon presented the UniverHty of Oltotd 
with the OMitinuatioQ of his History, and snch ether 
ef his Lordship's manuscripts as had not been pub- 
lished, on condition that the pofits arising fr<»n their 
puMicstion should be applied t« the estaUishment of 
a Manege in the University. The mft was accepted 
Id fiill convocatioti. A perscm hemg now recom- 
mended U> Dr. Johnson, as fit to supenatend this 
proposed riding sdiool, be exerted himself with that 
Eeiu for which he was remarkable upon every siaular 
occasi<U). But, on inquiry into the matter, ne found 
that the scheme was not hkely to be Soon carried into 
execution; the ftroSta arising from the Clarendm 
press being, from some miemuiagement, very Manty- 
This having been explained to him by a respectaUe 
dignitary of the church, who bad good means of 
knoiring it, be wrote a letter upon the subject, which 
at once exhibits his extraoi^inary precision and 
acuteness, and his warm attachment to his Auui 
Mater. 
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" Fkw things are more uopleaaaiit than the 
transaction of huanese with men who are above know- 
ing or caring what they have to do; such as the 
trustees fo^ Lord Cornbuiy'B institution wi]l,perhEqMi^ 
appear, when you ha?e read Dr. ••»*»*»'b letter. 

" The last part of th6 Doctor's letter is of great 
importance. The complaint' which he makes I hare 
heard long i^, and did not know hut it was r^ 
dressed. It ladinhappy that a practice so erroneous 
has not heeu altered ; for altered It must he, or our 
press will be useless with all its privileges. The 
booksellers, who, like all other men, have gtrong pre- 
judices in their. own favour, are enough inclinea to 
think the practice of printing and seUing books by 
aay but themselres an encroachment on the rights M 
their fraternity; and have need of stronger induce* 
liients to circulate academical publications than those 
of another ; for, of that mutual co-operation by which 
the geoeml trade is carried on, the University can 
bear no part. Of those whom he neither loves nor 
fears, and from whom he expects no reciprocation of 
good office, why sltould any man promote the ioterert 
but for profit? I s(^>pose, with all our scholastick 
ignorance of mankind, we are still too knowing to 
sxpect that the booksellers will erect themselves mto 
pi^nms, and buy and sell,under the influence of a dis- 
interested zeal for the promotiiHi of learning. 

I I lopposc the eompliiat wu, that die tnulecs (rf the Ovfiml 
ptaii did net alkiw dte LoDdm book*dltn ■ snffidtnt pioSt npon 
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". To the booksellera, if we look fur either honour 
w profit from oKfi^ese, not onljr their commoa pnBt, 
but something more mnat be lalowed j aad if books, 
printed at Oxford, are expected to be rated at a high 
price, that price must be levied on the pnblick, and 
Raid by the ultimate parchaser, not by tlie intertne- 
aiate agents. What price ahall be set upon the IkkA, 
is, to the bbokBellcra, wholly indifferent, prorided 
that they gain a proportionate profit by negociatbg 
the sale. ' 

"Why boott printed at Oxford Bhoald be parti- 
cidarly aear, I am, however, unable to find. We pay 
no rent ; we inherit many of our instruments ana 
materials; lodging and victuals are cheaper than at 
hoaiaa; and, tha«ft*e, workmui^ip ought, at least, 
ftot to be dearer. Onr expenses are naturally less 
than those of bodtsellers ; and in moat cases, com- 
mulifties are content with less profit than individuals. 

. "It is, periiaps, not considered through how many 
Imnds a book often passes, before it comes into those 
tX the reader ; or wnat part of the profit each hand 
lanst retiun, .as a motive for transmitting ft to tite 
next.- 

' "We wiQ caB our primary agent in London, !^. 
Cadell, who recdves 6ur books from us, gives tbem 
room in his warehouse, and issues &eta on demand ; 
by him they are sold to Mr. Di%, a whcdesale bocA- 
Beller, who sends them into the covmtry; and- the last 
seller is the country booksdler. Here are three 
profits to be paid between the printer and the reader, 
or in the style <^ commerce, between the nann- 
iacturer and the consumer; andif any oFthese profits 
is too peouriously distributed, the process of com- 
Bierce is interaupted. 

" We an now come to the practicsl queetioa, what 
is to be done ? You will tell me, with reason, that £ 
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hare «aid noAiug, till I declaiV htnr mfidh, aecariiag 
to tny<»ioioD7(» the ultimate price, ou^t to be dt»- 
tributea throngli the .whole niccessiMi of aaie. 

"The deductioi), I am afraid, will appear rery 
neat : but let it be considered before it is refused. 
We must allow, for profit, betwee;i thirty and thir^- 
fire per cent, between six and seven sbillingB in toe 
potmd; that is, for erery book which costs the last 
buyer twenty shillinga, we must charge Mr, Cadell 
with somethmg less than fourteen. We must set 
the copka at fourteen shillings each, and superadd 
wliat IS called the quarterly book, or for erery hun- 
dred books so charged we must deliver an hundred 
uid four. 

" The profits will dien stand thus ; 

" Mr. Cadell, who runs no hazard, and gires do 
credit, will be ^d ftir wardiouse room and st- 
tendanix by a shiUinff profit on each book, and his 
cbance of the quarterly-book. 

"Mr. Dilly, who ijiiys the book for fifteen shil- 
Utigs, and who will expect the quarterly-book if he 
takes fire and twenty, will lend it to his countiT- 
customer at sdxteen and sixpence, by which, at the 
hazard of loss, and the certainty of long credit, he 
gains the regular profit of ten per cent, which is ex- 
pected in the wholesale trade, 

" The country bookseller, buying at sixteen and 
sixpence, and commonly trustin jf a considerable time, 
gains but three and sixpence, and if he trusts a year. 
Hot much more than two and siintencej otherwise 
than as he may, perhaps, take as long credit as he 
pves. 

"With less profit than this, and more you see he 
cannot hare, the country bookseller cannot live; fot 
his reodpts are small, and his debts sometimes bad. 

" Thus, dear sir, 1 hare been incited by Dr. 
•••••••'s letter to gi>-« you a detail of the circula- 
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iion of books, wbtcb, perh^, everv man has not had 
upportunitf of knowing ; and which those wlio know 
it, do not, perhaps, always distinctly consider: 



« Match 12, me." 

Having arrived in London late on Friday, the 15th 
of March, I hastened next morning to wait on Dr. 
Johnson, at his house ; but found he was removed 
from Johnson's-court, No. 7, to Bolt-court, No, 8, 
still keeping to his favourite Fleet-street. My re- 
flection at the time upon this change as marked in 
my Journal, is as follows : " I felt a foolish regret 
that he had left a court which bore bis name ; ' but 
it was not foolish to be affected with some tenderness 
of regard for a place in which I had seen him a great 
deal, from whence I had often issued a better and a 
happier man than when I went in, and which had 
often appeared to my imagination while I trod its 
pavement, in the solemn darkness of the night, to be 
sacred to wisdom and piety." Being informed that 
he was at Mr. Thrale's, in the Borough, I hastened 
thitho', and found Mrs. Thrale and him at breakfast. 
I was kindly welcomed. In s moment he was in a 
full glow of conversation, and I felt myself elevated 
as if brou^t toto another state of being. Mrs. Thrale 
and I looked to each other while he talked, and our 
looks expressed our congenial admiration and af- 
fection for him. I shall ev^r recollect this scene with 



1 I am happjr in ^nng thia fuU and dw itatwnf"' to the pob- 
lidc, to vindicate, by the uithoiity of thl gicatMt aulhonr cf Ida 
'oge, diat reapectablejwdj af mm, the l>oak^Iei* of Loodini, tnma 
, vi%aT refleetianB, as if thrar profita woe cxortHtant, whco, in 
truth, Di. JdbmKi has here allowed them men than the; usually 
demaitd. 
3 He add, wli«a in Scotland, IhUhewaiJoAHWn^lbil /fir. 
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great pleaeure. I exclaimed to her, "t un doit, 
intellectuaDy, Hermipput rfdivivw,' I am quite re- 
Btored by hun, bv transfuaion of mind." " Tliere are 
many (she replied) who admire and reapect Mr. 
Johnson J hut you and I fow him." 

aly V 

\taiS he), before leaving Epglasd I am to take a 
jaunt to Oxfi)rd, Binninsham, my native city Udi- 
field, and laj old jneod. Dr. Taylor's, at Aahboomer 
in Derbyshire. I ahaJI go in a few dayg, and you, 
Boswell, shall go with me." I iras ready to accmn- 
pany him ; being -wiUing eren to leave London to 
have the pleasure of hia conyeraation. 

I mentioned with much regrA the extravagance of 
the representative of a great iamiiy in Scotuud, by 
i^hich there was danger of its being ruined ; and as 
Johnran respected it for its antiquity, he joined with 
me in thinking it would be happy if tliis persoii 
should die. Mrs. Thrale seemed shocked at thiB, as 
feudal barbarity ; and said, "I do not understuid 
this prefereuce'of the estate to its owner ; of the land 
to the man who walks upon that land." Johnson. 
" Nay, madam, it is not a preference of the land to 
its owner ; it is the preference of a family to am indt. 
vidual. Here is an establishment in a, country, whidi 
- is of importance for ages, not odIjt to the chief but to 
his people; an establishment which extends upwards 
and downwards ; that this should be destroyed hy one 
idle fellow is a sad thing." 

He said, " Entails are good, because it ia good to 
preserve in a country seneses of men, to whom the 
people are accustomed to look np as to their leaders. 
But I am for leaving a quantity of laud in commerce, 
to excite industry, and keep money in the country; 

1 See ToL IL p. WK 
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fof if DO land were to be bought in tlie countir, there 
would be no encouragement to acquire wealth, be- 
cause a femily could not be founded there ;, or if it 
were acquired, it must be carried away to another 
country where land may be bong^t. And aIthoug:h 
the land in every country will remain the same, and 
be as fertile where there is no mooey, as where there 
IB, ret all that portion of the happiness of civil life, 
which is produ(%d by money circulating in a coun- 
try, would be lost" Boswbll. " Then, sir, would 
it be for the adniutage of a country that all its lands 
were sold at onc«?" Johnson. " So fiir, sir, as 
money produces good, it would be an advantage ; foTj 
then that country would hare as much mone^ circu- 
lating in it as it is worth. But to be sure this would 
be coimterbalanced by disadvantages atf«nding a total 
change of proprietors." 

I expressed my opinion that the power of entailing 
should be limited thus: " That there should be one 
third, or perhaps one half of the land of a country 
kept free for commerce ; that the proportion allowed 
to be entiled should be parcelled out so that no &- 
mily could entail abore a certain quantity. Let a 
&mily, according to the abilities of its representatives, 
be richer or poorer in different generations, or always 
rich if its representatives be always wise : but let its 
absolute permanency be moderate. In this way we 
should be certain of there being always a number 
of established roots; and as in the cntirse of nature, 
there is in every age an estinction of some fiunilies, 
there would be continual openings for men ambitious 
of perpetuity, to plant a stock in the entail ground." * 

1 The privile^ of perpelualing in a, ^laHj an estate and amia 
, ini^easiUy from generation to' generation, is enjoyed ly none of 
hia Mtiavfs subjects except in Scotland, niierc the legnl fiction of 
fine and recoecry is unknown. . It ii a privily ao proud, that I 
should think it would be proper tci have the excrdie rf it de* 
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Johnson. " Wliy, ur, mankiiid will be better sble to 
regulate the system of entails, when the evil of too 
much land being locked u^ by them is felt, thanVe 
can do at preeent when it is not felt." 

I mentioned Dr. Adam Smith's book on "The 
Wealth of Nations," which waa just published, and 
that Sir John Pringle had observed to me, that Dr. 
Smith, who had never been in trade, could not be 
expected to write well on that subject any more than 
a lawyer upon physick. Johnson. "He is mis- 
taken, sir : a man who has nerer been engaged in 
trade himself may undoubtedly write well upon trade, 
and there is nothmg which requires more to be illus- 
trated by philosophy than trade does. As to mere 
wealth, that is to say, money, it is clear that one 
nation or ime indiridual cannot increase its store but 
by making another poorer : but trade procures what is 
more valuable, the reciprocation of the peculiar ad- 
vantages of dilferest countries. A mercnant seldom 
thinks but. of his own particular trade. To write a 
good book -upon it, a man must have extensive vieiTs. 
It is not necessary tfl have practised, to write well 
upon a subject." I mentioned law as a subject on 
wnich no man could write well without practice. 
Johnson. "Why, sir, in England, where so much 
money is to be got by the practice of the law, most 
of our writers upon it nare been in practice ; diough 
Blackstoue had not been much in practice when he 
published his .' Commentaries.' But upon tiie Con- 
tinent, the gee&t writers on law have not all been in 
practice: Grotius, indeed, was; but Puffendorfwaa 
not, Burlamaqui was not." 

pendait on the lojal prerogative. It leema abiurd to permit tbe 
power of peipetuatinp their tepresentadon, to qien, who having 
fud DO eminent teait, have tnily no name. The King, u the 
iDtp4Ttial fsther of hit people, would nerel lefW to grint the 
pnvQcge to those who doett ed it. 
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When w« had talked of tlie great coiueqiieno^ 
whidi a man acqiured by being employ^ in hu pro- 
teamm, I suggested a doubt of Uie justice of tl^ 
oeDeraJ opinion, tbat it ia improper in a latryer to 
mHiat employment; for why, 1 urged, should it; not 
be equally aUovable to solicit that as the me^is of 
eonsequenoe, as it is to stdicit Tot«s to be elected a 
member of Parliament? Mr. Strahan hod UAA me 
that a countryman of bis and mine, vho had liaeta 
to eminence in the law, had, when first making his 
way, solicited him to get bim employed in dty causes. 
JoBNSoN. "Sir, it is wivag to etir up law-«tiite; 
but when once it is certain th»t a law-suit is to go on, 
tiiere is nothing wrong in a lawyer's endeaTourin^ 
that he shall bare the benefit, rather than another." 
BoswELL. " You would not sdidt employment, air, 
if yon were a lawyer." JoHNSojr. "No, sir; but 
not'becauge I should think it wrong, but becmise I 
sfaould disdain it." This was a good distinction, 
which will be felt by men of just pride. He prc^ 
ceeded : " Howerer, I would not have a lawyer to be 
wanting to himself in using fidr means. I wsold 
have him to inject a little hint now and then, to jwe- 
Tent his being overlooked." 

Lord MountBtuart's bill for a Scotch MiUtia, in 
mpporting which his X^rdship had made an aUe 
speech in the Hmse of OnomwiB, was now a p«ttj 
general t<qnck of crai venation —Johngon. " As 
Sootlaad ontributes bo little land-tax tiwards- the 
geOt^ support of iht nation, it ought Dot to bar* a^ 
.militia paid out of the general fund, unlesB it sbauU 
be thought for the general interett, that SootJaod 
should be protected &om an invasion, which no man 
can think will happen; for what enemy would in- 
vade Scotland, wh^ there is nothing to be got? 
No, sir; now that the Scotch hare not the pay of 
English soldiers spent among tbnn, as lo mady troops 
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are Bmt abroad, tbef are trjrinfl; to get money another 
war, b^ baring a militia paid. If tbey are afraid, 
and senoiuly de«re to bave an armed force to defend 



them, they should pay for it. Your scheme i 
retain a part of your land-tax, by making us par s 
doibe your mifitia." Bobwell. "You sbwdd n 



talk of me and you, sir : there is nov an Unitm." 
Johnson. " There nnet be a diatinction of interett^ 
while- the proportions of land-tax are so unequal. If 
Yorkshire should say, ' Instead of paying our land- 
tax, we will keep a greater number of militia,' it 
would be unreasonable." In this argument my friend 
was certainly in the wrong. The land-tax w «■ un- 
equally proportioned between different parts of £ug- 
laiid, aB between England and Scotland; nay, it is 
cimsiderably unequal in Scotland itself. But the 
land-tax ia but a small part of the numerous branches 
of puUick revenue, all of which Scotland pays pi*- 
ciselv as England does. A French invasion made in 
Scotund would soon penetrate into England. 

He tbns discoursed upon supposed obligation in 
settling estates: — ^"^ Where a man gets the unlimited 
property of an estate, there is no oUigatJtHi up(»i him 
in juittce to leave it to one person rather than to 
another. There ia a motive of preference from kind- . 
net*, and this kindness is generally entertained for 
the nearest relation. If I tme a pu-dcnlar man a 
■nm of mcney, I am obliged to let that man have 
the next money I get, and cannot in justice let 
another have it : but if I owe money to no man, I 
may dispoae ftf what I get as I please. There is not 
a tubititmjustitia to a man's next h^ir ; there is only 
a d^tum caritatu. It is plain/ then, that I have 
raondlv a choice;, according to my liking. If I have 
a botner in want, he has a claim from affecUon tn 
my assistsiice ; but if I bare also a brother in want, 
whom I like better, be' has a preferable cUim. The 
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right of an heir at law Je only this^ timt be is to 
hare the succession to an estate, in case no other 
person is appointed to it by the owner. His ri^t is 
merely preferable to that of the King." 

We got into a boat to cross over to Black&iars ; 
and as we mored along the Thames, I talked to hint 
of a little vrfume, which, altogether unknown to 
him, was advertised to be published in a few days, 
under the title of" Johnsomana, ot Bon- Moll rfDr. 
Johnson." Johnson, "Sir, it is a mighty impu- 
dent thing." BoswELL. " Pray, sir, could you have 
no redress if you were to prosecute a publisher for 
bringing out, under your name, what you nerer said, 
and ascribing to you dull stupid nonsense, or making' 
you swear pro&nely, as many ignorant relat«rv ^ 
ywrt bon-mots doi" Johnson. "No, sir; there will 
always be some truth mixed with the fiJaehood, and 
how can it be ascertained how much is true and how 
much is &lse P Besides, sir, what damages would a 
jury give me for having been represented as swearing P" 
BoBWELL. " I think, sir, you should at least disavow 
euch a puUicatifHi, because the world and posterity 
might with much plausible foundation say> ' Here is 
a volume which was publickly advertised and canae 
out in Dr. Johnson's own time, and, by his silence, 
was admitted by him to be genuine." Jobmson. 
'■ I shall give myself no trouble about the matter." 

He was, perhaps, above suflering from such spu- 
rious publications; but I could not hel^ thiokug, 
that many men would be much injured in their re~ 
putation, by having absurd and vicious sayings im- 
puted to them ; and that redress ought in such cases 
to be given. 

He said, " The value of every story depends on 
its being true. A story is a picture either of an in- 
dividuaf or of human nature in general : if it be folse, 
it is a picture of nothing. For instance: su^ose a. 
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man should tell that Johnson, before Betting out for 
Italy, as he had to cross the Alps, sat down to make 
himself wines. This many people would believe; 
but it would be a picture of nothiog. ••••••• 

(naming a worthy iriend of ours), lised to think a 
story, a story, till I shewed him that truth was es- 
sential to it." I observed, that Foote entertained us 
with stories which were not truej but that, indeed, 
it waa properly not as narratirea that Foote's stories 
pleased us, but as collections of ludicrous images. 
Johnson. " Foote is quite impartial, for he tells lies 
of every body." 

The importance of strict and scrupulous veracity 
cannot be too often inculcated. Johnson was known 
to be so rigidly attentive to.it, that even in his 
common conversation the slightest circumstance was 
mentioned with exact precision- The knowledge of 
his haring such a jwinciple and habit made his &iends 
have a perfect reliance on the truth (rf every thing 
that he toU, however it might have been doubted if 
told by many others. As an instance of this, I may 
mention an odd incident which he related as having 
happened to him oae night in Fleet-street. " A gen- 
tlewoman (said he) begged I would give her my arm 
to assist her in crossing the street, which I accocd- 
ingly did ; upon which she offered me a shilling, 
supposing me to be the watchman. I perceived that 
she was somewhat in liquor." This, if told by most 
people, would have been thought an invention; when 
told by Johnson, it was believed by his friends as 
much as if they had seen what passed. 

We landed at the Temple-stairs, where we parted. 

I found him in the evening in Mrs. Williams's 
room. We talked of religious orders. He said, 
" It is as unreasonable for a man to go into a Car- 
thusian convent for fear of being immoral, as for a 
man'to cut off his hands for fear he should steal. 



D,5,l;f..b,GOOgle 



160 ■ TH«' LIFE OM C*7t6- 

There is, indeed, great reft4uti<Ni io the immedi»lie 
act (tf dismemberiDg himself; but when that 18 onoe 
done, he has no longer any merit : for though it is 
out of his power to steal, yet he may all his life be a 
thief in his heart. So when a man has onqe become 
a Carthusian, he is obliged tn continue so, whether 
he chooses it or not. Their silence, too, is absurd. 
We read in the Gospel of the apostks being sent ta 
preach, but not to hold their tongues. All sereri^ 
that does not tend to increase gwtd, cr prevent evil, 
is idle. I said to Uie Lady Abbess of a convenl^ 
' Madam, you are here, not for the lore <^ virtue, 
but the fear of rice.' She said, ' She should remem" 
ber this as long as sbe lived.' " I thought it hard to 
give her this view of her ntuation, when she could 
not help it ; and, indeed, I wondered at the whole of 
what he now said ; because, both in his " RamUer" 
and "Idler,*' he treats religi«as austeritiea with 
much solemnity o( respect. 

Finding him stiU persevering in his abstinence 
from wine, I ventured to speak to him of it< — John- 
Bon. "^, J hare no objectitm to a man's drinking 
wine, if he can do it in moderation. I fonod myself 
apt to go to excess in it, and therefore, after having 
been for some time without it, on account of- ill- 
neas, I thought it better not to return to it. Evoy 
man is to judge for himsdf, according to the efiecta 
which he experiences. One <1f tiie fetbers tells us, 
he found &stuig made him so peevif^ diat he did not 
practise it." 

Though he often enlarged upon the evil of intoxi- 
cation, he was by no means harsh and unforgiving 
to those who indulged in occasional excess in wine. 
One of his friends, I well remember, came to sup at a 
tavern with him and some other gentlemen, and too 
plainly discovered that he had drunk too mndi at 
dinner. When one who loved mischief, thinking to 
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produce a gevere censure, asbed JohnBon, a. fetr dnyfl 
afterwards, '" Well, sir, whatdid your friend say to 
you, as an apology for being in such a situation ?" 
Johnson answered, " Sir, he said all that a man 
should Kiy : he said he was sorry for it." 

I beard him once give a very judicious practical 
advice upon this subject: "A man who has been 
drinkiDg wine at all freely, should never go into a 
new company. With those who hare partajcen of 
wine with him, be jas^ be pretty well in unison ; but 
he will probably be offensive, or appear ridiculous; to 
other people." 

He allowed very great influence to education. " I 
^ not deny, sir, but there is some ori^nal difference 
in Diiods ; but it is nothing in comparison of what is 
formed by education. We may instance the science 
of number!, which all minds are equally capable f^ 
attaining ; yet we find a prodigious diflerence in the 
powers of different men, m that respect, after they 
are grown up, because their minds hare been more or 
less eJKrcised in it: and I think the same cause will 
explain the diiference of excellence in other things, 
gradations admitting always some difference in the 
first princi pies." 

This is a difficult subject ; but it is liest to hope 
that diligence may do a great deal. We are ture 
of what it can do, in increasing our' mechanical force 
and dexterity. 

I again visited him on Monday. He took occa- 
sion to enlarge, as he often did, upon the wretched- 
ness of a sea-life. " A ship is worse than a gaol. 
There is, in a gaol, better air, better compiuiy, bet- 
ter conveniency of every kind; and a ship has the 
additional disadvantage of being in danger. When 
men come to like a sea^Hfe, Aey are not fit to live on 
land." — " Then (swd I) it would be cruel in a father 
to breed hia son to the aea." Jouiikon. " It would 
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be cruel in a fcther who tiiinkf u I do. Men go to 
sea, before they know the unhnppiness of that VKy of 
life ; and vhen Uiey ha^e «ome to know it, t&ey 
ouinot escape from it, because it is then tm late to 
choose another profession ; as indeed is generally the 
case with men, when they hare once engaged in any 
particnlar way of life." 

On Tuesday, March 19, which was fixed for our 
proposed jaunt, we met in the morning at the -So- 
merset co%e-house in the Strand, where we were 
taken up W the Oxford coadi. He was acooBi- 
paaied hv Mr. Gwyn, the architect; and a gen- 
tleman of Mertoil CoUege, whom we did not ^ov, 
had the fourth seat We soon got into c*»iTersatHMi ; 
for it was veiy remarliable of Johnson, that the pre- 
sence of a Btranger had no restraint opon his talk. I 
observed that Gaixick, who was alxmt to qnit the 
stage, would soon haVe an easier life. Johnson. 
, " I doubt that, sir." Bobwell. "Why, sir, he \riH 
be Atlas witlt the burthen off his back." Johnson. 
" iBut I know not, sir, if he will be so steady without 
bis load. However be should never play any man, 
but be entirely the gentleman, and not partly the 
player: he should no longer subject himself to be 
hissed by a mob, or to be insolently treated by per- 
formers, whom he used to rule with a high hand, and 
who would gladly retaliate." Boswell. " I think 
he should play once a year for the benefit of de- 
cayed actors, ae it has been said he means to do." 
Johnson. "Alas, sir I he will soon be a -decayed 
acfatt himself." 

Johnson e^nressed bis disapprobatirai of orna- 
mental erchitectnre, such as magnificent cdiuniu 
mip[>orting a portico, or exsensiTe pilaaters sop- 
porting merely their own c^itals, " becmin it con- 
sumes labour disproportionate to its Htility." For 
the same reason he estirised statuary. " Painting 
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(■aid he) consumes libour not disproportionate to iia 
^ effect ; but a fellow will hadt balfa year at « block of 
marble to tnake sometfaiog' in stone that hardly re- 
TCsbies a man. The value of statuarv ia owing to 
its difficulty. You would not value tae finest head 
cut ttpom a carrot." Here he seemed to me to be 
stnwgely deficient in taatej for surely statuary is 
B nofale art of imitation, and preBerves a wanderfol 
cxprenioa of the rarieties of the human frame ; and 
aJuiougii it must be allowed that the circumstances 
of difficulty enhance the raloe of a marble head, we 
elmild connder, that if it requires a lone time in the 
oe, it has a pn^xntionate vaivie in dura- 



Gwyn was a fine lively rattling fellow. Dr. Jobn- 
wHi ke^rt him in sul^eGti(», but with a kindly' autho- 
i^. , The spirit of the artist, however, rose against 
wlurt be thought a Gotbick attack, and be made a 
briak defence. " What, sir, will you allow no value 
to beauty in architecture or in statuary f Why shoQld 
we aflvir it dien in writing? Why do you take the 
bmdtle to give ua so many fine allusions, and bright 
images, and elegant phrases ? You might convey all 
yonr instructioo without these ornaments." Johnson 
amiled with complacency ; but said, " Why, sir, all 
tbeee ornaments are useflil, because they obtain an 
eaaer reception for truth ; but a building is not at 
all more convenient (vs b^g decorated with euper- 
ftioua carved work." 

(jwyn at last was luckv enough to make one reply 
to Dr. Johnson, which be allowed to be excellent. 
JdUBon censured him hr taking down a cburch 
winch might hare stood many years, and building a 
new one at a d^erent ^ace, for no other reason but 
diat there might be a direct road to a new bridge ; 
and his expression waa, "You are taking a church 
out of tiie way, tbat tbe pe<^ may go in a straight 



D,5,l;f..b,GOOgle 



l64 , TH» UPS or [177& 

Ibe to the bridge." — " No, sir (Said Gwyn), I un 
putting the thui^ in the way, that the pet^le may 
not ^0 out iifthe ixay." Johnson, (with a hearty 
loud laugh of approbation). " Speak no more. Rest 
your colloquial ftune upon this." 

Upon our an-ival at Osford. Dr. Johnson and I 
went directlj to Unirersity College, hut were disap- 
pointed on finding that one of the fellows, his friend 
Mr. Scott, who Bccompanied him fiiom Newcastle to 
Edinburgh, was gone to the country. Weput up at 
the Angel inn, and passed the eTening by ourselves iu 
easy and iamiliar conversation. Tallung of consti- 
tutional melancholy, he <A8erved, "A man so af- 
flicted, sir, must divert distressing thoughts, and 
not, combat with them." Bobwbli.. " May not he 
think them down, hit i" Johnson. " No, sir. To 
attempt to think them dovm is madness. He shmdd 
have a lamp constantly burning in his bed-chamber 
during the night, and if wakefiilly disturbed, take a 
book, and read, and compose liimself to rest. To 
have the management of the mind is a great art, and 
it may be attained in a considerable degree by expe- 
rience and habitual exercise.'' Bosweli.. " Should 
not he provide amusements for himselff Would it 
not, for mstance, be right for him to take a course of 
chymistry?" Johnson. " Let him take a course of 
chymistiy, or a course of rope-dancing, or a course rf 
any thing to which he is inclined at the time. Let 
hiin contrive to have as many retreats for his mind as 
he can, as many things to which it can fly from it- 
self. Burton's ' Anatomy of Melancholy' is a va- 
luable work. It is, perhaps, overloaded with quota- 
tion. But there is a great spirit and great power 
in what Burton says, when he writes from his own 

Next momiuK we nsited Dr. Wetherell, master of 
University College, with whom Dr. Johnson con- 
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fetred <m the mort ttdraubwrnos mode of iGipowiig 
of the booka printed at tfae'Clarendon press, on wki(£ 
subject his letter has been inserted in a former page. 
I often had occasion to remark, Johnson loved boai- 
ness, loved to have his wisdom actually operate oo 
real life. Dr. WethereU and I talked of him with- 
oot reserve in his own jresesce. Wetherbll. " I 
would have given him a hundred guineas if he would 
have ivritten a prefiux to his ' Political Tracts,' by 
way of a Discourse on the British Constitution. 
BoBWKi.L. " Dr. Johnson, though in his writings, 
and npm all occasions, a great friend to the ton- 
stitution both in church and state, has. never written 
expressly in support of eitiier. There is really a 
daim upcrn him for both. I am sure he could give a 
volume of no great bulk upon each, which would 
cwmprise all the sabstance, and with his spirit would 
effectually maintain them. He should erect a fort oa 
Ae oDBfines c^ each." I could perceive that he wsi 
diqileased ifWi tliis dialogue. He burst out, " Why 
riwold / be ahrays writing i" I hoped he was con. 
■dous that the debt was just, and meant to discharge 
it, though he disliked bemg dunned. 

.We then went to Pembroke College, and waited on 
his old frimd Dr. Adams, the master of it, whom I 
fixind to be a ipost polite, pleasing, communicative 
msi. Before his advkncement to toe headship of his 
ooUege, I had intended to go and visit him at Shrews- 
bury, where he was rector of St. Chad's, in order to 
get &THn him what particulars he could recdiect of 
Jtdmson's aeademicai tifo. He now obligingly gave 
me part of that authentick information, which, with 
wluA I afterwards owed to his kindness, will be found 
incorporated in its proper place in this work. 

Dr. Adams had distinguished himself by an able 
answer to David Hume's " Essay on Miracles." Ht 
told me he had once dined in company wiA Humtt 



0, Google 



166 TUK lAFE OF ' [1776. 

m LondoD : tliat Hume shook baods witii him, and 
fiaid, " Vou have treated me much better than I de- 
serve ;" and that they exchanged visits. I took the 
liberty to object to treating an infidel writer with 
amoou civility. . Where there is a controverBy con- 
cerning a passage in a classick authour, or couoerning 
A question in antiquities, or any o£her subject in 
which human htmpmess is not de^ly interested, a 
man may treat hia antagonist wiui politeness and 
even respect. But where the controversy is concern* 
ing the troth of religicn, it is of such vast importance 
to him who maintains it, to obtain the victory, that 
, the person of an opponent ought not to be spared. 
If a man firmly believes that religion is an invaluable 
treasure, he will consider a writer who endeavours to 
deprive mankind of it as a robber; he will look upon 
him as odiout, though the infidel might think himself 
in the right. A robber who reasons as the giUtg do 
in the " Beggar's Opera," who call themselves jTracftco^' 
philosophers, and may have as much sincerity as per- 
nicious specvlative philosophers, is not the less an 
object.of just indignation. An abandoned profligate 
may think that it is not wrong t« debauch my wife ; 
but shall I, therefore, oU detest him ? And if I catch 
him in making an attempt, shall I treat him with 
' eness } No, I will kick him down stairs, or run 
through the body; that is, if I really love my 
wife, or have a true rational notion of honour. An 
Infidel then shall not be treated handsomely by a 
Christian, merely because he endeavours to rob with 
ingenuity. I do declare however, tliat I am exceed- 
ingly unwilling to be provoked to anger, and oould I 
be persuaded that truth would not simer tram a cool 
moderation in its defenders, I should wish to preserve 
good humour, at least, in every controversy; nor, in- 
deed, do I see why a man should lose his temper 
while be does all he can to refute an oj^nent 1 
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think ridicule may be birly used sgainst an infidel ; 
lor instance, if lie be an u^y fellow, and yet ab- 
Hurdly rain <J his person, we may contrast bis aip- 
pearance with Cicero's beautiful image of Virtue, 
could she be seen. Johnson coincided with nte, and 
said, " When a man voluntarily engages in an im- 

Eortant conttoverey, he is to do all he can to lessen 
is antagonist, because authority from personal re- 
spect has much wei^t with most people, and often 
more than reasoning. If my antagonist writes bad 
language, though that may not be essential to the 
Question, I will attack him for his bad language." 
Adams. " You would not jostle a chimney-sweeper." 
JoHNSos. " Yes, sir, if it were necessary to jostle 
him dovm." 

Dr. Adams told us, that in some of the Colleges at 
Oxford, the fellows had excluded the students from 
Gocial iotercourse with them in the common room. 
Johnson. " They are in the right, sir : there can 
be no real conFersation, no fair exertion of mind 
amiHigst them, if the young men are by; for a mao 
who has a character does not choose to stake it in 
their presence." Boswell. " But, sir, may there 
not be very good conversation without a contest for 
superiority^" Johnson. " No animated conFersation, 
sir, for it cannot be hut one or other will come olF 
superiour. I do not mean that the rictor must have 
the better of the argument, foe he may take the weak 
side ; but his superiority of parts and knowledge will 
necessarily appear: and he to whom he thus shews 
himself superiour is lessened in the eyes of the young 
men. You know it was said, ' Mallem cum Scaligero 
errare quam hum Ctavio recte sapere.' In ^e same 
manner take Bentiey's and Jason de Nores' Com- 
ments upon Horace, you will admire Bentley more 
when wrong, than Jason when right." 

We walked with Dr. Adams into the master's 
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nrden, and into the common room. Johmson, 
(after s reverie of meditatioD). " Af! Herelusedto 
iiay at draughts with Phil. Jonet and Fladyer. J(»ieB 
lored beer, &nd did Dot get ver^ f<a-vard in the 
church. Fludyer turned out a acoundnil, a Whig, 
and said he was ashamed of having been bred at Ox- 
ford. He had a liring at Putney, and got under the 
eye ot ewne retainers to &k court at that time, and 
nbecanw a violent Whig ; but he had been ascoundrel 
all along to be sure." Bmwell. "Was he a scoundrel, 
iir,'iii any othn- way thui tiiat of being a p«ditical 
scoundrel? Did he cheat at draughts?" Johmsom. 
" Sir, we nerer played for monei/." 

He tiiien .earned me to visit Dr. Bentham, Csn<m 
of Christ-Church, and Divinity professor, witJi whose 
learned and lively oonversatirai we irere much pleased. 
He gave ua an inritatim to dinner, which Dr. John- 
son told me was a high hmour. " Sir, it is a great 
thing to dine with the Canons of CimBt-Citmcb" 
We could not accept his invitation, as we were en- 
gaged to dine at University College; We had an ex- 
ceUent dinner there, with the Masters and Fellows, it 
being St. Cuthbert's day, which is kept by them as a 
ftstiral, as he was a samt of Dnrham, with wfaidi this 
college ii much connected. 

We drank tea with Dr. Home, late Prcaidtiit of 
Ha^dalen College, and Bishop of Norwich, (tf whose 
aUhtiee, in di^rent respects, the publick has had 
eminent proofe, and the esteem annexed to whose 
tdiancter was increased hj knowing him personaily. 
He had talked of publi^ing an edition M Walton's 
Lives, but had laid aside that design, upon Dr. John- 
■m's telling him, front mistake, that Lord Hailes in- 
tendedtodoit. IhadwiahedtonegodatebetweeaLord 
Hailes and him, that one or other should perform so 
good a work. Johmsom. " In order to do it well, it 
will be neceSBsry to ctrilect all the edition of Wslfaw's 
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JAna. 'By my of ndaptiog the botA to the taste of 
tlie preoent age, tiiey hare, in a lat« edition, left oat 
» TiBion iriiich he rehites Dr. Donne bad, btit it should 
be restored; and then should be a critical catalogue 
fiiren of the works of the di&rent persona \riiOM 
fires vere written by Walton, and therefore thriv 
worlta must be carefiilly read hf the editor." 

We then went to Trinity College, where he in- 
traduced me to Mr. Thomas Warton, with whmn we 
passed a part of the erening. We talked <A biogrutfay. 
—JoHitsoN. " It is raiety well executed. They 
only who lire with a man can write his life with any 
genuine esactness and discnmlnation ; and few people 
who hare lived with a man know what to remark 
about him. . The chaplain of a late Bishop, whom I 
was' to assist in writing some memoirs of hts Lord- 
Aip, could tell me scarcely any thing." ' 

. I stud, Mr. Robert Doddey's life should he writteit) 
as he had been so much connected with the wits of 
his time, and by his literary merit had raised himself 
from the station of a footman. Mr. Warton said, he . 
had publidied a little volume under the title of 
" The.Muse in Litery." Johnson. " I doubt whether 
Daddy's ^brother voold thank a man who should 
writ« lua life ; yet Dodaley himself was not unwilUng 
that his Ofkrmal low condition should be recdlecteo. 
Vfben Lord Lyttelton's ■ Dialogues of the Dead' 
etme^ oat, one of which is between Apirius, an ancient 
epicure, and Dartineuf, a modem epicure, Dodaley 
said to me, * I knew Dartineuf well, for I was mice 
his fixttmui.' " 

1 It htm becD mcDtiaiMd to me by id ■ocoiMb t%igli«h fiieiid, 
that Di. JoluiKin coold never hkve uSEcl the pbrue oinuut fWtAi^i 
ae not being Ea^Bh;Bnd Iheidbfe I haTe put another in ita place. 
Atdieaametime,IunDiKqiiite cnnvincea it is not good EngUiJi. 
For die bat writen iue Unt {Jinie, " Wf o^ tmOHmgi'' L a. 
■kaoat ID little ai to be' DoOii^ 
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Biography led us to speak of Dr. J(Jm Campbell^ 
who had writteii a considerable part of tlie " Sio- 
grapHa Brilannica." Johnson, though be valued him 
higlily, was of opinion that there was not so much in 
bia great work, "A Fditical Survey of Great Britaia," 
as the world had been taught to expect;' and bad 
said to me, that be believed Campbell's disappoint- 
ment on account of the bad success of tlat winv, bad 
lulled him. He this evening observed of it, " That 
work was bis death." Mr. Warton, not adverting to 
his meaning, answered, " I believe so ; from tbe great 
attention be bestowed on it." Johnson. " Nay, sir, 
he died of want of attention, if be died at all by that 
book." 

We talked of a work much in vogue at that time, 
written in a very mellifluous style, but which, under 
pretext of another subject, contained much artful in- 
fidelity. I said it was not fiur to attack us uitex- 
pectedly; he sbould have warned us of our danger, 
before we entered his garden of flowery eloquence, by 
advertising, " Spring-guns and men-traps set here." 
Tbe autbour had been an Oxonian, and was re- 
membered there for having " turned Papist." I ob- 
served, that as be had changed several times— frMn 
the Church of England b) tbe Church of Rome,-^ 
from the Church of Rome to infldelity, — I did not 
despair yet of seeing him a methodist preacher. 
Johnson, (laughing.^ " It is said, that his range 
has been more extensive, and that he has once been 
Mahometan. However, now that he has published 
bis infidelity, he will probably persist in it." Bos- 
well. " I am not quite sure of that, air." 

I mentioned Sir Richard Steele having published 
bis " Christiau Hero," with the avowed purpose of 

I Yet sinij it ii ■ vei7 uadul wmk, and irf wondciful m rid l 
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obliKin^ ItiniBeir to lead a reli^ous Ufe ; vet, that his 
ccMiouct was by do meaos strictly Buitable." John- 
son. " Steele, I believe, practisea the lighter vicea." 
Mr. Warton, being engaged, could not lup with 
UB at our inn ; we had therefore another evening by 
ourselres. 1 asked JcJinson, whether a man's being 
forward to make himself known to eminent people, 
uid seeing as much of life, and getting as much in- 
formation as he coold in every way, was not yet 
lessening hiniBelf by his forwardness. Johnson. "No, 
sir; a man always makes himself greater as he in- 
creases his knowledge." 

I censured some ludicrous fentastick dialogues be- 
tween two coach-horses and other such stuff, which 
Baretti had lately published. He joined with me, 
and Bwd, " Nothing odd will do long. ' Tristram 
Shandy' did not last." I expressed a desire to be 
acquainted with a lady who nad been much talked 
of, and unirersally celebrated for extraordinary ad- 
dress and insiiluation. Johnson. " Never believe 
extraordinary characters whidi yon hear of people. 
Depend upon it, sir, they are esanmrated. You do 
not see one nian shoot a great deal higher thaa 
anoUier." I mentioned Mr. Burke. Johnson. "Yes; - 
Burke it an extraordinary man. His stream of mind 
is penietual." It is very pleasing to me to record, 
that Johnson's high «stimation of the talents of this 
gentlenian was uniform from their early acquaintance. 
Sir Joshua. Reynolds informs me, tnat when Mr. 
Burke was first elected a member of Parliament, and 
Sir John Hawkins expressed a wonder at his attain- 
ing a seat, Johnson said, " Now we who know Mr. 
Burke, know, that he will be one of the first men in 
the country." And once, when Johnson was ill, and 
unable to exert himself as much as usual without 
&tigue, Mr. Burke having been mentioned, he said. 
" That fellow cdls ftirtli all my powers. Were I to 
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■ee Bnrice now it would Idll me." So much was be 
accustomed to consider cmrersatioti as a contest, 
and sach was his notion of Burke as an opponent. 

Neit morning, Thursday, M&rch 21, we set out in 
a pmWJiaise to pursue our nunbte. It was a de- 
li^tful day, and we rode through Blenheim park. 
When I lodced at the magnificent bridge built by 
John Duke of Marlborough, over a small rirulet, ana 
recollected the Epigram mnde upon it— 
" The kd^ aich hia bi^ Mnt^tiim dmra, 
Tbs MKam, in onUem of bjs baun^ flowi i" 

and saw that now, by the genius of Brown, a magni- 
ficent body of water- was collected, I said, " They 
have cfronDbMi the Epigram." Iobserredfohim,while 
in the midst of the noble scene around us, " You and 
I, sir, hare, I think, seen together the extremes of. 
what can be seen in Britainr-^e wild rough island 
of Mull, and Blenheim park." - 

We dined at an excellent inn at Chapd-house, 
where he expatiated on the felicity of England in its 
taverns and inns, and triumphed orer the Frtmdii for 
not baring, in any perfection, the taTem life. " There 
is no private house (said he), in which peiqile can 
enjoy themselves so well, as at a capital tarorn. Let 
there be ever so great plenty of good things, ever jso 
much grandeur, ever so mudi ^gance, ever so macb 
deaire that every body should be easy, in the nature 
flf things it cannot be: there muA always be some 
degree of care and anxiety. The master of the house 
is anxious to enterttun hie guestsj the guests are 
anxious to be agreeable to Ima : and no man, but a 
rery impudent dog indeed, can as freely command 
what is m another man's hgose, as if it were his own. 
Whereas, at a tavern, there is a general freedom from 
anxiety. You are sure you are welcome : and tkn 
•awe noise yon make, the more trouMe you give, tbe 



b, Google 



,Etol. 67-3 °"- JOHNSON. IT'S 

more good things you call for, thawelcomer you are; 
No serrants will attend you with the alacrity which 
waiters io, wbo are incited by the prospect of an im- 
mediate reward in proportion as they please. No, 
sir ; there is nothing wnich has vet oeen contriTed 
by man, by which so much happiness is produced as 
by a good tarern or inn." ' He then repeated, with 
great emotion, Shenstone'a lines : 

" Whoe'er has tnyell'd lift's dull round. 
Where'er his stagei may have been, 
Maf agh. to think be sdU has finind 
The warmeBt welcome at an inn." ' 

My illustrious friend, I thought, did not sufficiently 
admire Shenstone. That ingenious and elegant gen- 
tleman's opinion of Johnson appears in one of his 
letters to Mr. Greaves, dated Feb. 9, 176O. " I 

1 Sir John Hawkins has prewrred very few Msmorahilia of 
Jebnaoa. There is, however, to be ttmnd, in his hutky tome, a 
very eiceDentone npon thisiubjecL " In amtradiction to Iboae, 
who, having a wife and childiea, prefer domestirk eujojtnenn to 
tbsae which a tavern afiinds, 1 have heard him assert, that a lavern 
chair wat the throne of human felicity. — 'As soon (stud he) ail 
enter the door of a lavem, I experience an oblivion of eaie, and ■ 
fieedom bom aolicilude : wlien I am •eUed, I find the master 
couTteoOB, and the servants obsequious to ray call ; amioDS to 
know and ready to supply my wants 1 wine there exhilarate! iDy 
■piriti, and prompts me to jiree conversacioa and an inlerchtuige 
of disonirse with those whom I moat love : I di^matiBe and am 
Eontndicted, and in Hat conflia <rf 0[aniani and sentimEnts I find 

t We happoed to lis liiia nigiit at the inn at Hailey, where 
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hare lately bMi> reading one or two roIumeB of die 
Rambler; who, exceptmg against aame few hard'- 
peseeff' in his manner, and the want of moreexamples 
to enliven, is one of the most nerrous, moat per- 
roicuous, moat concise, most harmonions prose writers 
I know. A learned diction improres by tinier" 

In the afternoon, as we were drivvn r^idly along 
in the post-chaise, he said to me, " Life has not many 
tfaines better than this." 

We stopped at Stratford-nwm-Aron, and drank 
tea and oinee; and it pleased me to be with him 
npon theclassick ^vundof Shakspeare's natiTe place. 

He spoke slightingly of " Oyer's Fleece." — " The 
subject, rir, cannot te made poetical. How can a 
man write poetically of serges and druggets ? Yet ' 
you will 'hear many people talk to yon graTely of 
that excellent poem, Thk Flbkcb." Having talked 
of Graihger's " Sugar-Cane," I mentiimed to him 
Mr. Langton's having told me, that this poem, when 
read in manuscript at Sir Joshua Reynolds's, had 
made all the assembled wits burst into a laugh, when, 
after nmch blank-rerse pomp, tJie poet began « new 
paragraph thus: 

" Now, MuM^ Jet'i ongef nUf." 

And what increased the ridicule was, that one of the 
company, who slily overlooked the reader, perceived 
that the word hadbeen ori^nally mice, and had beea 
altered to rats, as more dignified.* 

1 " BetoooAmmikdiucaftbeairiractfin'tbeeDiterrtK'' 
3 Sndi is tins Unit lau^blB inddoit, idddi ba been oftcti 
related. Dr. Percy, the Bidwp of Dnmore, wtM wu an in- 
timate taeaA of Dr. Onuoger, and faai a putiinlai rcgatd tat im 
memoiy, hu oomnnmiaUal to mc tbe folloiiuig expluatum i 
" The puuge in qtustkm was otiitiiully not liable to sue 



purernon ; for the aoUiaui iBviiu oecaum in lliat part of hi 
work to inaitioo die bavodc ma£ hj ntt ttA miee, bad it 



IB otigiiiallf not liable ti 
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This paasage dom not appear in the printed woA. 
X)r. Grainger, or some c^ aia inends, it should seem, 
having become soiBitde that introducing even rait 
in a gntve poem, might he liable to banter. Hei 
hoiperer, could .not bnng himself to relinquish the 
idea; W thev are thus, in a still more ludicrou 
Buaner, peripnrastically exhibited in his poem a» i 
now stands: 



Jdhoson said, that Dr. Grainger was bd agreeable 
man ; a inan who would do any good that was in his 
power. His translation of Tibullue, he thought, was 
Tery well done ; but " The Sugar-Cane, a. Poem," did 
not please bim ; * for, he exclaimed, " What could 
he make of a sugar-cane ? One might as well write 
the ' Parsley-bed, a Poem ;* or ' The Cabbage-garden, 
a Poem.' " Boswell. " You must then picile your 
cabbage with the tat atticvm." Johnson. "Yon 

trodneed die mbjcet n ■ kind of mode henndc, and a pwody at 
Honer^a battle m the frogB ""^ mictt, inToUng die Mnae of Ac 
old Gredao bard in an tl^ant and mU-tumed manner. lo (hat 
Mite I bad leen it; but' afterwatdi,. unknown to nte and othci 
fricDdB, he had beta permaded, eontiaiy to hii om better judge- 
ment, to ahec It, u aa to ptodnoe the unlucky e^ct abore-men- 



ia qaotiMi, tbe remaila in te text d 
pnntedpoOD. 

The tuhep gina lUl dnncta itf D& Otahw ^— " He mfl 
net onlj a man of gmiua and Ifannng, but had tdmAj exceUeot 
Tirtueg; bdog one of die mo«t geneiDiu, fiiaid^, andbeDeroIent 
men I ever knew." 

1 Di. Jahnacin iwd to me, " FeicT, tit, was angr; with me fbt 
laoghinaat the SugaF-«ane : foi he bad a mitid to make a great 
(m^ of Gningei'a lath" 
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know there i« already ' The Hop-G&rden, a Poem :' 
uid, I think, one could Bay a great deal about cab- 
bage. The poein might begin with tbe advantages 
of dnlized society orer a rude state, exemplified by 
the Scotch, who had do cabbages till Oliver Crom- 
well's soldiera introduced them ; 'and one might thus 
shew how arts are propagated by coniniest, as they 
were by the Roman arms." He seemed to be much 
diverted with the fertility of his own fancy. 

I told him, that I heard Dr. Percy was writing 
the history of the wolf in Great Britain. Johnson. 
"■The wolf, sir! why the wolf? Why does he not . 
write of the bear, which we had formerly ? Nay, it 
is said we bad the bearer. Or why does he not 
write of the grey rat, the Hanover rat, as it is called, 
because it is said to have come into this country 
about the time that the family of Haaover canie? I 
■ should like to see ' TJie History of the Grey Rat, bv 
Thomas Percy, D.J). Chaplain tn Ordinary to Hu 
Majetly" (laughing imiooaerately). Boswell. " I 
am afraid a court chaplam could not decently write 
of the grey rat." Johnson. " Sir, he need not pre 
it the name of the Hanover rat." Thus could he in- 
dulge a lojfuriant sportire ima^natton, when talking 
of a friend whom he loved and esteemed. 

He mentioned to me the singular history of an 
in^nious acquaintance. " He had practised physick 
in raribu's situations with no great emolument. A 
West-India gentleman, whom he delighted by his 
conversation, gave him a bond for a handsome an- 
nuity during his life, on the condition of his accom- 
~panyiDg him to the West-Indies, and living with him 
there for two years. He accordingly embarked with 
the gentleman; but upon the voyage fell in love with 
a young woman who h^pened to be one of the jias- 
sengers, and married the wench. From the im- 
pnidencc of his disposition he quarivlled with the 
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gentlemaii, uid declared he would bare no cmuiectioa 
iridi faiin. So lie forfeited the aiiiiiutT> He settled 
■aa phfsicuiiui one'of die Leeward iBlands. Amaa 
ma seot out to him inerely to compound his me^ 
dicioes. This feUow set up se rival to him in hit 
practice of physiclc/ajid got so much the better oS 
him in the opmion of the peoj^ of the island, that 
he carried away all the business, upon which he re- 
turned to England, and soon after died." 

Oil Friday, Maidi it, having set oat early from 
Henlefj where ire had lain the preceding nightj we 
aniven at Birmingham about nine o'clock, and, after 
breakfast, went to call on hia old schoolfellow, Mr> 
Hector. A very stupid maid, who opened the door, 
told'uB, that, "hra- muter was gone out; he waa 
gone to tiie countay; she could not tell wheu he 
would rtfnm." In short, she gave us a miserable re> 
oeption ; and Jidmson obaerred, " She would have 
benaved no better to peotJe who wanted him in the 
war of his profession." He said to her, " My name 
Is Johnson ; tell him I called. Will jou remember 
the name?" She answered with rusbck- «mplicityi 
in the Warwickshire pronunciation, " I don't under- 
stand' you, sir." — " Blockhead (said he), I'll write." 
I nerer heard the w<Hd blackhead applied to a woman 
before, though I do not see why it should not, when 
there is eviiunt occaaitm toi it.' He, however, made 
another attranpt to make her ui|derBtand him, and 



a dndl UlualatiiHl of this qucstioii. An 

rAct giriiig aamc uiccdote, in hu jnesence, of . 
uic lu uiauueiH wMdi be )u^ recaved &om ■ derCTmui'i wifi^ 
who wu ■ noted termagsnt, and whom he accused (? unjurt deal- 
btg in tome tranuctioD with Mm, added, *' I tocdc esie td IM bet 
kiMwiriiat Iihauf^tofho." And bring artwl, " What did yon 
mjf aMwwed, " I Mid ha die wu • tcfmoirtl." 
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roared loud in iter ear, " Johnson," aad dien she 
catched th« sound. 

We nest called on Mr. Lloyd, one of the people 
called Quakers. He too was not at home, but Mrs. 
Llofd 'was, and received ua courteously, and aalted 
us to dinner- Johnson said to me, " After the un- 
certainty of all human things at Hector's, this in- 
vitatioo came very well." We walked about the 
town, and he was pleased to see it increaeiog. 
' I talked of legitimation by subsequent marriage, 
which obtained in the Reman law, and still obtains 
' in the law of Scotland. Johnson. " I think jt a bad 
' thing; because the chastity of women being of the 
utmost impcolaiice, as all property depends upon it, 
they who torfeit it should not bare any possiUiity of 
being restored to good character; nor should the 
children, by an illicit connection, attain the full right 
of lawfi^ diildrenj by the posteriour consent of the 
offending parties." His opinion upon this subject 
deserFes consideration. Upon his principle there 
may, at times, be a harddiip, and seemingly a strange 
one, upon indiriduals ; but the general good of society 
is better secured. And, after all, it is unreasonaUe 
in an individual to repine that be has not the ad- 
vantage of a state which is made different from his 
own, by the social institution under which he is bom. 
A woman does not complain that her brother, who ts 
younger than her, gets their common fethet's estate- 
Why then should a natural son complain that a 
younger brother, by the same parents lawfully be- 
gotten, gets it P The operation of law is similar in 
both cases. Besides, an illegitimate son, who has a 
younger legitimate brother by the same father and 
mother, has no stronger claim to the father's estate, 
than if that legitimate brother had only the same 
£tthcr, from whom aloae the estate descends. 

Mr. Uoyd joined us in the street;' and ina little 
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while we met Friend Hector, tm Mr. Llovd called 
him. It gare me pleaaure to observe the joj which 
Jt^son and he expreased on seeing each other again. 
Mr. Lloyd and I left them together, while he otv 
ligingjy shewed me some of the manufacturer of this 
rery curious assemblage of artificers. We all met at 
dinner at Mr. Lloyd's, where we were entertained 
with great tospit^ty. Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd had 
been married the same year'with their Majesties, and 
. like them, had beat blessed with a numerous family 
of doe cbildreo, their numbers being exactly the 
same. Johnson said, " Marriage is the best state for 
a man in geaeral ; and every man is a worse man, in 
proportion as he is unfit for the married state." 

I have always loved the simplicity of manners, and 
the spiritual-mindedness of the Quakers; and talk, 
ing with Mr. Lloyd, I observed, that the essential 
part of religion was piety, a devout intercourse with 
the Divinity; and that many a man was a Quaker 
without kuotring It. 

As Dr. Johnson had said to me in the morning, 
while we wiilked together, that he liked iadividu^s 
unong the Quakers, but not the sect ; when we were 
■at Mr. Lloyd's, I kept dear of introducing any 
questions concerning the peculiarities, of their faith. 
But I hating asked to look at Baskerville's edition of 
" Barclay's Apology," Johnson laid hold of it ; and 
the chapter on baptism haj^ning to open, Johnsoa 
remarked, " He says thej^ is neither precept nor 
practice for baptism, in the scriptures ; that is false." 
Here he was tiie aggressor, by no means in a gentle 
manner; and the good Quakers had the advantage of 
him; for he had read negligently, and had not ob- 
served that Barclay speaks of infant baptism ; which 
IJiey calmly made hun perceive- Mr. Lloyd, how- 
ever, was in a great raist^e ; for when insisting that 
the rite of baptism by water was to cease, when the 
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jptnfiuti adminlstratiM of' Christ began, he main- 
tained, that J(rfin the Baptist aud, " Mt/ baptism 
■liaU decrease, bat im shall increase." Wliereaa 
the words are, "He must increase, but I mud de- 
crease." > 

One of them having objected to the " obserronce 
of days, and months, and years," Johnson answered, 
" The Chnrch does not supentitiously observe days; 
merely as days, but as memorials of importaut facts. 
Christmas might be kept as well upon one day of tbe 
year as another; but there should be a stated day (ta 
commemorating the birth of our Sariour, beatnse 
there is danger that what may be dene on any day, 
will be nedected." 

He s^d to me at another time, " Sir, the holidays 
obsu-red by our church are of great use in reli^on." 
There can be bo doubt of this, in a limited sense ; I 
mean if the number of such consecrated portions oF 
time be not too extensive. The excellent Mr. Nd- 
Bon's " Festivals and Fasts," which has, I under- 
fltajid, tlie greatest s^ of any book ever printed in 
Englmd, exc^ the Bible, is a most valnable help to 
devotion'; and in addition to it I would recommefid 
two sermons on the same subject by Mr. Pott, Ardt- 
deacon of St. Alban's, equally distiogoijdLed iar piety 
and elesance. I am sorry to have it to say, that 
Scotland is the only Christian ccuntry, Catholick or 
Protestant, . where the great events of our religion 
are not solemnly commemorated by its ecclesiastical 
establishment, on days set apart Uit the purpose. 

iii. Hector was so good as to accompany me to see 
the great works of Mr. Bolton, at a pla<» which be 
}ms called Sobo, about two miles from Birmingham, 
which the very ingenious proprietor shewed me him- 
self to the best advantage. I wished Jolmaon had 
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been with us : ibr it was a icene which I Bfaould haye 
been glad to con.t«mp]ate by his light. The Tsstbess 
and the contrivance of some of the machinery would 
hare "matched his mighty mind." I shall never 
forget Mr. Bolton's expression to me, " I sell bera, 
sir, what all the world desires to have — powbh." 
He had about seven hundred pemle at work. I con- 
templated him as aa iron ckUflam, and he seemed to 
be a father to his tribe. One of them came to him, 
camulaiDiDg grievously of his landlord for having di- 
stramed his goods. " Your landlord is in the right. 
Smith (s^d Bolton). But I'U tell you what: find 
you a iriend who will lay down one half of your rent, 
and I'll lay down the other half; and you shall have 
your goods again." 

From Mr. Hector I now learnt many particulars of 
Dr. Johnson's early life, which, with others that he 
gave me at Afferent times since, have contributed to 
the formation of this work. 

Dr. Johnson said to me in the morning, " You will 
see, sir, at Mr. Hector's, his sister, Mrs. Careless, a 
clergyman's widow. She was the first woman with 
wIuHn I was in love. It dropt out of my head im- 
perceptibly; but she and I ahall always have a, kind-, 
. neas for each other." He laughed at the notbn that 
a Biau can never be really in love but once, and con- 
sidered it as a mere romantick fancy. 

On our return from Mr. Bolton's, Mr. Hector took 
me to bis house, where we found Johnson nttii^. 
placidly at tea, with htajtrtt love ; who tbou^ now 
advan(»d in years, was a genteel woman, very agree- 
able and well bred. 

Johnson lamented to Mr. Hector the state of one 
of their schoolfellows, Mr. Charles Congreve, a clergy- 
man, which he thus described: " He obtained, I be< 
iieve, considerable preferment in Ireland, but now 
lives in London, quite as a valetudinartan, afrtud to 
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go into any bouse but hla own. He takes a short 
driog in bis posl-chaiae every day. He has an el- 
derly woman, whom he calls cousin, who IiTes with 
bin), and jogs his elbow, when his glass has stood too 
kng empty, and encourages him in drinking, in 
which he is very willing to he encouraged ; not that 
he gets drunk, for he is a very pious man, hut he is 
always muddy. He confesses to one bottle of port 
«rery day, and he probably drinks more. He is 
quite unsodal; hb conversation is quite mono^I- 
laUcal ; and when, at my last visit, I asked him what 
o'clock it was, tliat signal of my departure bad so 
plea«ng an e^ct on him, that he sprung up to look 
at his watch, like a greyhound hounding at a hare." 
When Johnson took leave -of Mr. Hector, be said, 
" D(»i't grow like Congreve ; nor let me grow like 
bim, when yon are near me." 

When he again talked of Mrs. Careless to-night, 
he seemed to have had his affection revived ; for he 
said; " If I had married her, it might have been as 
hi^y for me." Bobwell. " Pray, bit, do ytra not 
Buppoee that there are fifty women in the world, with 
-any one of whom a mim may be as happy, as with 
any one woman in particnJar?" Johnson. "Ay, 
at, fifty thousand." BoswRtL. " Then, sir, you are 
Dot of opinion with swne who imagine that certain 
men and certain women are made for eaeh other ; and 
that they cannot be happy if they miss thejr counter- 
parts." JoBxaoN. "To be sure not, sir. I heKeve 
Aiarriagea would in general be as happy, and often 
more so, if they were all made I^ the Lord Chan- 
cellor, npon a due consideration of the characters and 
drcnmstances, without the paHJes having any choice 
in the matter." 

Z wished to have staid at Birmingham to-night, to 
have talked more with Mr. Hector ; but my friend 
waa impatient to resdi his native cityj bo we drove 



0, Google 



JEtat. €70 ' ''^ JOHNSON. 19S 

on that 8tu^ in the dark, and Vere long penure and 
ffllent. Vi^en we came wtthin the focus ot the Uxb- 
field lamps, " Now (said he), we are getting out of b 
state of death." We put up at the Three Crowns, 
not one of the great inns, but a good oM fashtmied 
one, which was kept hy Mr. WiUcins, and was the 
very next house to that in which Johnson- was bom 
and brought up, and which was stiU his own property.' 
We had a comfortable supper, and got into high 
spirits. I felt all my Toryism glow in this dd 
capital of Staffordshire. I could have offered incense 
genio loci; and T indulged in libations of that ale, 
which Boni&ce, in " The Seaux Stratagem," re- 
commends with such an eloftuent jollity. 
, Nest morning he introauced me to Mrs. Lucy 
Porter, his step-daughter. She was now an old maid, 
with much simplici^ of manner. She had never 
been in London. Her brother, a Captain in the 
navy, had left her a fortune of ten thousand pounds; 
about a third of which «he had laid out in building a 
stately bouse, and making a handsome garden, in an 
elevated situation in IJcJifield. Johnson, wh^ here 
bv himself, used to live at her house. She reverenced 
him, and he had a parental tendernesa for her. 

We then visited Mr. Peter Garrick, who had that 
morning received a letter Irom his brother David, an- 
nouncing our coming to Lichfield. He was-eogaged 
to dinner, but asked us to tea, and to sleep at nifl 
house. Johnson, however, would not quit his old ac> 
quaintance, WiUdns, of the Three Crowns. The 
family likeness of the Garricks was very stxiking; 
and Johnson thought that David's vivaaty was not 
so peculiar to himself as was supposed. " Sir (said 

1 I ir«Qt tbroog^ tb« hoaae where m; OlustiiouB 6iend wai 
bom, with a t«iramice with whidi it doubtless will Ifing be riiited. 
Ad engraved view of it, with the adjacent buQdinss, It in " Tlie 
OcnilwMn'i Afagaziae" forFetenaij, 17SB. 
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he), I don't know but if Peter had cultirated all the 
arts of gaiety as much as David has done, he might 
have been ae brisk and lively. Depend upon it, sir, 
vivacity is much an art, and depends greatly on 
habit." I believe there is a good deal _ of truth in 
this, notwithstanding a ludicrous story told me by a 
lady abroad, of a heavy German but>n, who had 
lived miirh ivith the young English at Geneva, and 
ivas ambitious to be as lively as they; with which 
view, he, with assiduous exertion, was jumping over 
the tables and chairs in his lodgings ; and when the 
people of the house ran in and asked, with surprise, 
what was the matter, he answered, " Sh' apprent 
t'etreff." 

We dined at our inn, and had with us a Mr. Jack- 
son, one of Johnson's schoolfellows, whom he treated 
with much kindness, though he seemed to be a low 
man, dull and untaught. He had, a coarse grey coat, 
lilack waistcoat, greasy leather breeches, and a yellow 
uncurled wig; and his countenance had the ruddiness 
which betokens one who is in no haste to " leave his 
can." {le drank only ale. He had tried to be a 
eutler at Birmingham, but had not succeeded ; and 
now he lived poorly at home, and had some scheme 
of dressing leather in a better manner than common ; 
to his indistinct account of which. Dr. Johnson 
Hstened with patient attetition, that he might assist 
him with his advice. Here was an instance of genuine 
humanity and real kindness in this great man, who 
has been most unjustly represented^ as altogether 
harsh and destitute of tenderness. A thousand such 
instances might have been recorded in the course of 
his long life ; though that his temper was warm and 
hasty, and his manner often rough, cannot be denied. 

1 saw here, for the first time^ oat ales and oat 
cakes, not hard as m Scotland, but soft like a York- 
shire ci&e, were served at breakfiut. It was pleasant 
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to me to find, that " Oats," the "Jbod of honet" 
were bo much used >s the Jbcd of the peopie in Dr. 
Johneon's own town. He expatiated in praise of 
Iiicbfield u)d its inhabitants, vho, he said, were 
" the. moBt Bober, decent people in England, the gen- 
teelest in proportion to thdr wealth, and spoke- the 
purest Engligo." I doubted as to the last article of 
this eulogy: for they had sereral provincial sounds; 
as there, pronounced like fear, instead of lilce^tr; 
once pronounced tooonse, instead of tauttte, or wonte. 
JohnscHi himself never got entirely free (tf those pn>< 
vincial accents. Garrick sometimes used to take him 
off, squeezing a lemon into a punch-bowl, with un- 
CMith gesticulations, looldng roUnd the company, and 
calling out, "Who's tor poomhf"^ 

Very little business appeared to be going forward 
in Lii^field. 1 found, however, two strange mantt- 
&ctures for so inland a place, sail-cloth and sbeamers 
for ships; and I observed them making some saddle^ 
cloths, uid dressing sheepskins : but upon the whole, 
the imsy hand of industry seemed to be quite slackened. 
" Surely, sir (said I), yon are an idle set of people.' 
" Sir (said Johnson), we are a dty of philosc^hera , 
we work with our heads, and maJce the boobies of 
Birmingbam in>rk for us with their hands." 

There was at tliis time a company of players per« 
forming at Lichfield. The manager, Mr. Stanton, 
sent his compliments, and besged leave to wait oa 
Ur. Johnson. Johnson received him very courteously, 
and he drank a glass of wine with us. He was A 
^n, decent, wefi-behaved man, and expressed hu 



1 [Ganick binuelf, 1^ the lJrlifli.Mi.tii, ilwayt a 
frtmt, thuf/erim. B] 

[^niifl ifl Mill the Tulgar pronmiciation of Irdand, where the pro- 
nunoMion of the Enriish languue is doubtloa that vMdi g0> 
ncrallj prevailed in En^and inOie time of Queen Elixibeth. 
M.] 
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gratttude to Dr. Johnson for baring oncx got bini 
pemtssion from Dr. Taylor at Ashbourne to play 
there upon moderate terms. Gamck'e naine was 
BooD introduced. Jqhnbon, " Garrick's conTersalion 
IB gay and grotesque. It is a dish of all sorts, but all 
good things. There ie no wlid meat in it ; there is 
a want of senttment in it. Not but that he has sen- 
timent sometimes, and sentiment too very powerfol 
and very pleasing: but it has not its fid) proportion 
in his conversation." 

When we were by ourselves, he told me, " Forty 
years ago, sir, I was in love with an actress here, 
Mrs. Emmet, who acted Flora, in ' Hob in the Well.' " 
What merit this lady had as an actress, or wliat was 
lier figure, or her manner, I have not been infc^med ; 
but, if we may believe Mr. Garrick, his old master's 
taste in theatrical merit was by no means refined ; 
he was not an elegant formarum spectator. Garrick 
used to tell, that Johnson said of an actor, who ployed 
Sir Harry Wildair at Lichfield, " There is a. courtly 
■rivacity about the fellow ;" when in fact according to 
Garrick's account^ " he was the most vulgtu' rulBai] 
that ever went upon boards." 

We had promised Mr. Stanton to be at his theatre 
on Monday. Dr. Johnson jocularly proposed me to 
write B, Prologue for the occasion ; " A Proline, by 
James B<«well, Esq. from the Hebrides." I was 
really inclined to take the hint. Methought, " Pro- 
logue, spoken before Dr. Samuel Johnson, at Lich- 
field, 1776;" would have sounded as 'well as, " Pro- 
lt>gne, spoken before the Duke of York, at Oxford," 
in Charles the Second's time. Much might hare 
been said of what Lichfield had done for £%akspeare, 
by producing JohqBon and Garrick. But I found he 
was averse to it. 

We went and viewed the museum of Mr. lUchard 
Gi-cen, apothe&iry here, who told me he was prmid 
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of bnag a relation df Dr. Johnson's. It was, tmlr, 
a wonderful collecti<»i, both of anttquitieR and natural 
curiosities, and ingenious works of art. He had all 
the articles, accurately amuiged, with their names 
upon labels, printed at his own little preee ; and on 
the staircase leading to it was a board, with the names 
of contributors marked in gold letters. A printed 
catalogue of the collection was to be had' at a book- 
seller's. Johnson expressed his admiration of the 
act^ritf and diligence and good fortune of Mr. Green, 
in getting t^jgether, in his situation, so great a Tariety 
of things; and Mr. Green told me that Jo&ison 
once said to him, " Sir, I should as soon have thought 
of btiilding a man of war, as of collecting such a 
museum." Mr. Green's obliging alacrity in shewing 
it was very pleasing. His engravSl portrait, wito 
which he naa fovoured me; has a motto truly chi^ 
racteristical of bis disposition, " Nemo sibi vvoat." 
A physidati being mentioned who had lost his 

ftractice, because his wbinisically changing his re^ 
igion had made people distrustful of him, I majn- 
tained that this was unreasonable, as rel^on is un~ 
connected with medical skill. Johnson. " Sir, it is 
not unreasonable ; for when people see a man absurd 
in what they understand, they may conclude' the 
same of him in what they do not understand. If a 
physician were to take to eating of horse-flesh, no- 
body would employ him ; though one may eat horse- 
flesh, and be a rery skilflil physician. If a man were 
' educated in an absurd religion, his continuing to pro- 
fess it would not hurt him, though his changing to it 

We drank tea and cod^ at Mr. Peter Garrick's, 
where was Mrs. Aston, one of the m^den sist«rs of 
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.Mra. Walmsler, wife of Johnson's first friend, and 
uktor also of tbe ladvofwhom JohnuMi used to speak 
witb the warmest aomiration, by the name of Molly 
Airton, who was afterwards married to Ci4>tain Brodie 
of the nary. 

On Sunday, March 24, we break^ted with Mrs. 
- Cobb, a widow lady, who lived in an agreeable a&- 
questered ^ace close by the town, called the Friaiy, 
it haring been formerly a religious house. She and 
her niece. Miss Adey, were great admirers of Dr. 
Johnson ; and he benared to them with a tdndnees 
- and easy pleasantry, such as ve see between old and 
intimate acquaintance. He accompiuiied Mrs. Cobb 
to St. Mary's church, and I went t» lie cathedra], 
where I was very much delighted with the musidc, 
finding it to be peculiarly solemn, and accwdaot Vith 
the words of tiie service. 

We dined at Mr. Peter Ganick's, who was li) R 
very lively humour, and verified JLohnson's saying^ 
that if he had cultivated gaiety as much as his 
brother David, he might have eqwilly excelled in it. 
He was to-day quite a London narrator, telling us a 
variety of anecdotes with that earnestness and at- 
tempt at mimicloy which we usually find in the wits 
of nie metropolis. Dr. Johnson went with me to 
the cathedr^ in the afteraotu. It was grand and 
pleasing to contemplate this illustrious writer, now 
full of fame, wtwshipjnng in " the solemn temple" of 
his native city. 

I returned to tea and coffee at Mr. Peter Garrick's, 
and then found Dr. John»cm at the Reverend Mr. 
Seward's, Canon Residentiary, who inhaUted the 
Bishop's palace, in which Mr. Walmsley lived, and 
which had been the scene of many happy hours in 
Johnson's early, life.. Mr. Seward ha^ with sccle- 
siastica) hospitality and politeness, asked me in the 
morning, merely as a straager, to dine with him; 
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and io the afternoon, when I was introduced to him, 
be aaked Dr. Johnson and me to spend the evening 
and sup with him. He was a genteel, well-hred, dig- 
nified clergyman, had travelled with Lord Charles 
Fitzroy, uacle of the present Dule of Grafton, who 
died when abroad, and he, had lived much in the 
great world. He was an ingenious and literary mmi] 
had published an edition of Beaumont and Fletcher, 
and written versea in Dodsley'e collection. His lady 
was the daughter of Mr. Hunter, JiAnson's first 
sdmolmaster. And now, for the first time, I had 
the pleasure of seeing hie celebrated daughter. Miss 
Anna Seward, to whom I have since been indebted 
for many civilities, as well as some obligitng commu- 
nications conoemiDg Johnson. 

Mr, Seward mentioned tn us the observatitms which 
he had made upm the strata of earth in vfdcanos, 
&om which it appeared, that they were so verydi^r- 
eut in depth at diflerent periods, that 00 calculation 
whatever could be made as to the time required for 
tiitir formation. This fully refuted an anti-mosaical 
remark introduoed into Captain Brydone's entertain- 
ing tour, I hope heedlessly, from a kind of vanity 
which is too common in those who have not sufficiently 
Btodied the most important of all subjects. Dr> 
Johnson, indeed, had- said before, independent of this 
observation, '* Shall all the accumulated evidence of 
the history of the world; — shall the authwity irf 
what is unquestionably the most ancient writing, be 
overturned by an uncertain remark such as this?" 

On Mtmday, March 25, we breakfasted at Mrs. 
Lucy Porter's. Johnson had sent an express to Dr. 
Tavlor's, acquainting him of our being at Lichfield, 
and Taylor had returned an answer that his post- 
chaise should come for us Ijiis day. While we sat at 
breakfast,- Dr. Johnson received a letter by the post, 
which seemed to agitate him very much. When he 
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had read it, he ezclaitned, " Ooe of the most dread&il 
things that has happened in iny time." . The phrase 
my time, like the word a^e, is usually understood to 
refer to an event of a publiclf or general nature. I 
imagined soniethiDg like an assassination of the King 
— lUke a gunpowder jJot earned into execution — or 
Uke another fire of London. When aaked, " What 18 
.it, sir?" he answered, "Mr. Thrale has lost his onlf 
aaa !" This was, no doubt, a very great affliction to 
Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, which their friends would con- 
ffider accordingly ; but from the manner in which the 
intdligence ca it was communicated by Johnson, it 
appeared for the moment to be comparatiTdy small. 
1, however, soon felt a sincere concern, and was curtoiia 
to obserre, how Dr. Johnson would be affected. He 
said, " This is a total extinction to their family, as 
tnuch as if they were sold int« captivity." Upon my 
mentioning that Mr. JThrale had daughters, who 
might inherit his wealth; — " Daughters (said John- 
son, warmly), he'll no more value his daughters than 
— " I was going to speak. — "Sir (said he), don't you 
know how you yourself think ? Sir, he wishes to pro- 
pagate his name." In shral:, I silw male successioti 
strong in his mind, even where there was no name, 
po &mily of any long standing, I said, it was liickr 
he was not present when this misfortune happenecL 
JoHNSOK. " It is lucky Ibr me. Beople in oistivis 
Bever think that you feel enough." Boswell. "And, 
flir, they will have the hope of seeing you, which wtU 
be a reuef in the mean time j and when you get to 
them, the pain will be so ^ abated, that they will be 
cspable erf being consoled by you, which, in the first 
violence of it, I believe, would not be the case." 
JoHNSOK. " No, sir; violent pain of mind, like vio- 
lent pam of body, must be severely felt." BoswEtL. 
"I own, sir, I have not so much feeling fw the 
distress of others, as smne pe<q)le have, w jwatend to 
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have : but I know this, that I would do all in my 
power to rdiere them." Johnson. " Sir, it is affect- 
ation to pretend to feel the distress of others, as 
much as they do themselves. It is equally so, as if 
one should pretend to feel as much pain while a 
friend's leg is cutting off, as he does. No, sir ; you 
hare expressed the rational and just nature of sym- 
pathy. I would hare gone to tite extremity of the 
earth to have preserved this boy." 

He was soon quite cjm. The letter was from Mr. 
Thrale's clerk, and concluded, " I need not say how 
much they wisb to see you in London." He said, 
" We sh^ hasten back aom Taylor's." 

Mrs. Lucy Porter and some other ladies of the 
place talked a great deal of him when he was out of 
the room, not only with veneration but affection. It 
pleased me to find that he was so inuch beloved in hfs 
native city. 

Mrs. Aston, whom I had seen the preceding night, - 
and her sister, Mrs. Gastrel, a widow lady, had each 
a house and garden, and pleaanre-ground, prettily 
rituated upon Stowlul], a gentle eminence, adjoining 
to Lidifield. Johnson walked away to dinner there, 
leaving me by myself without any apology : I won- 
dered at this want of that facility of manners, from 
which aTDan has no difficulty in carrying a friend to 
a house where he is intimate ; I felt it very unpleasant 
to be thus left in solitude in a country town, where 
I was. an entire stranger, and began to think myself 
unkindly deserted : faut I was soon relieved, and con- 
vinced that my friend, instead of being deficient iu 
delicacy, had conducted the matter with perfect pro- 
priety, for I recdved the following note in his hand- 
writing : " Mrs. Gastrel, at the lower house on Stow- 
hiU, d^ires Mr. Boswell's company to dinner at two." 
I accepted of the inritation, and had here another 
proof how amiable his character was in the opinion rf 
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thoae whh knew him best. I ma not informed, till 
afterwards, that .Mrs. Gastrel's liusbaad was the 
clergyman who, while he Ured at Stratford-upon- 
Avon, where he waa proprietor of Shakspeare's garden, 
with Gothick barbarity cut down his mvdberry-tree,' 
and, as Dr. Johnson told me, did it to vex his neigh- 
bours. His lady, I hare reason to believe, on the 
same authority, participated in the guilt of what the 
enthusiasts of our immortal bard deem almost a 
species of sacrilege. 

After dinner. Dr. Johnson virote a letter to Mrs. 
Tfarale, on the death of her son. I said it would be 
very distressing to Thrale, but she would socui forget 
it, as she had so many things to think of. Johnson. 
" No, sir, Thrale will forget it first She has many 
things that she tnai/ think of. He has many things 
that he must think of." This was a very just remark 
upon the different effects of those light pursuits which 
occupy a vacant and easy mind, ana those serious en- 
gagements which arrest attention, and keep us from 
brooding over grief. 

He observed of Lord Bute,„" It was swd of Au- 
gustus, that it would have been better for Rome that 
.he had never been born, or had never died. So it 
would have been better for this nation if Lord Bute 
had never been minister, or had never resigned." 

In the evening we went to the Town-hall, which 
was converted into a temporary theatre, and saw 
" Theodosius," with " The Stratford Jubilee." 1 was 
happy t« see Dr. Johnson sitting in a con^icuous 
part of the pit, and receiving jmectiooate homage 
trom all his acijuaintance. We were quite gay and 
merry. I afterwards mentioned to him that I con- 

I See on accunte and animated slatemnit of Mr. Oaattd*! bu- 
baiin, by Mr. Malone, in b note on *< Some iccoant of the Lifc 
flf Willuiii Shikipeue," prefixed to hii ■dmiiaUe ediliiHi of dot 
Poet's works, voL i. p. US. 
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demned myself for being so, when poor Mr. tuid Mrs. 
Tbrale wen in such distreaa. Johnsom. " You are 
wrong, at ; twenty Tears hence Mr. and Mrs. Thrale 
will not suffer inucli pain from the death of their 
son. Now, sir, you are to conaider, that distance irf 
place, aa well aa distance of time, operates upon the 
human feelings. I would not have you he gay in 
the presence rf the distreaaed, because it would anode 
.them ; hut you may be gay at a distance. Pain for 
tlie loss of a friend, or of a relation whom we We, is 
occasioned by the want which we feel. In time the 
racuity is filled with something else; or sometimes 
, the vacuity cloeea up of itaelf." 

Mr. Seward and Mr. Pearson, another clergyman 
here, aupped with ub at our inn, and after they left us, 
we sat up late as we used to do in London. 

Here I shall record some fragments of my friend's 
conversation during this jauut. 

. " Marriage, sir, is much more necessary to a man 
than to a woman : for he is much less able to suppl]' 
himself with dtaneatick CMuforta. You will recollect 
my saying to aome ladiea the other day, that I had 
often wondered why young women should marry, as 
they have so much more freedom, and so much more 
attention paid to them while unmarried, than when 
married. I indeed did not mention the itrong reason 
fivtheir marrying — theffiec^antcn/ reason." Boswell. 
" Why that it a strong one. But does not ima^aa- 
tion make it much nxve importimt than it is in 
reality ? Is it not, to a certain degree, a delusion in 
ns as well as in women?" Joknsok. "Why yea, 
car; hut it is a delusion that is always beginning again." 
BoswELL. " I don't know but there is upon fie whtJe , 
more misery than happiness produced by that passion." 
Johnson. " I don't think so, sir." 

" Never speak of a man in hia own presence. It 
ia alwaya Inoelicate, and may be ofienmre." 
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" Qaestioning is not the mode of conversation 
lunong gentlemen. It ta assmning a ^uperiocity, and 
it a particulMly wrong to qaeBtion a man conceminff 
himself. Tbere may be ports of his former life vhi(£ 
be may not wish to be made known to other persons, 
or even brought to his own recollection." 

" A man should he carelul never to tell tales of 
himself to his own disa^antage. Pec^e may be. 
amused and laugh at the tkne, but they will be re- 
BeKtbered and brought out against him upon some 
subeetruent occtuion." 

" Much may be d(me if a man puts his whole mind 
to a particular object By doing so, Nort«i' has 
made bimseif the great lawyer &at he is allowed 
to be." 

I mentioned an acquaintance of mine, a sectary, 
who was a vety rdigious man, who not only attended 
regularly on publico worship with those of his com- 
nnmion, but made a particular study of the Scrnttures, 
and even wrote a cmnmentary on some parts of them, 
yet was known to be very licentious in indulging 
himself with women ; muntaiuing that tnen are to be 
taved by &ith alone, and that thie Christian reli^on 
had not prescribed any tised rule for the intncourse 
between the ^exes~ Johnson. " Sit, there is no 
tmstii^ to that crazy piety." 

I obeerred IJiat it was strange how well Scotdimen 
were known te one another in their own coimtry, 
thoBgh biMn in very distant counties ; for we do not 
find that the geiitlemen of neighbouring counties in 
England are mutually knows to each other. Johnson, 
wi^ his usual acutenese, at once saw and explained 
Ae reason of this ; " Why, sir, yoa hate Edtnbnrgh, 
where the gentlemen fivm all yosr counties meet, and 
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which is not sa hag^ but thev we iJl koown. Titer* 
ia no fiuch eraamiw pUce of toQectimi in En^aid, 
except London, where from its great sise and dif- 
fusioD, m^iT of tltoM who reside id contiguoua 
counties of England may long remain unknown to 
ea<^ other-" 

Ou Tue«day, Mikrch 36, there came for ua an 
equipage |»Y>perIy suited to a wealthy weU-bencficed 
clergyman: Dr. Taylor's large, rooniy post-chaise> 
dntwn by four stout plump horses, and driven by two 
st«sdy jdly poetillitms, which convCT<d us to Ash- 
houVue ; where I found my friena'a schoolfellow 
living upMi an estahliahment perfectly ctwrespoading 
with his substantial creditaUe e^uipi^ : his house, 
garden, pleagure-grounds, taUe, m short every thing 
good, and no^ scantiness appearing. Every man 
■hoidd fcain sudj a plan of bring as he can execute 
completely. Let him not draw an outline wider than 
he can fill up. I have seen many akeletans of shew 
and magnificence which excite at onee ridicule and 
pity. Dr. Taylor had a good estate of his own, and 
good prefement in the church, being a prebendary 
of Westminster, and rector of BoswcniJi. ■ He was a 
diligeat justice of the peace, and {vesided orer the 
town of Ajbbeume, to tb.% inh^tants of which I Vas 
told he was very liberal ; and as a proof of thb it was 
tnentioned to me, he had, the preceding winter, dis- 
tributed two hundred pounds amraig such of thetn as 
stood in need of his assistance. He had coDsequently 
a considerable political interest in the county of 
Derby, which he employed to support the Deronsnire 
fiunily; for though the schoolrellow and friend ot 
Johnson, he was a Wbig. 1 could nst perceive in his 
cjtaracter much congeniality of any sort with that of 
JobnsOn, who, however, said to me, " Sir, he has a 
very strong undcTstanding." His mw, and figure, 
and cMtntenanc*, tmd manner, were that of a hearty 
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English 'Squire, with the panon mper-induced : uid 
I todf particular notice of hie uraer-serrant, Mr. 
Peters, a decent grave man, in purple clothes, and a 
large white wig, like the liutler or major domo of a 
bishop. 

Dr. Johnsmi and Dr. Taylor met with great cor- 
diality; and Johnson soon gave him the same sad 
account of their schoolfellow, Congreve, that he had 
giren to Mr. Hector; adding a remark of such 
moment to the rational conduct of a man in the de- 
cline of life, that deserrea to be imprinted upon erery 
mind : " There is nothing agiunst which an old man 
should be so mudi upon his guard as putting himself 
to nurse." Innumerable hare been the melancholy 
instances of men once distinguished for firmness, 
resolution, and spirit, who in their latter days have 
been governed luce children, by interested female 
artifice. 

Dr. Taylor commended a physidan who was known 
to him and Dr. Johnson, and said, " I lig^t many 
battles for him, as many people in ^e country distill 
him." JnnNSON. " But you should conuder, at, 
that by every one of your victories he is a loser ; for, 
erery man of whom you get the better will be very 
angry, and restore not to employ him; whereas if 
people get the better of you in argument about him, 
they'll think, " ' We'll send ibr Dr. ***»» never- 
thefess.' " This was an observation deep and sure 
in human nature. 

Next day we talked of a book in which an eminent 
iud^ was arraigned before the bar of the pnblick, as 
having pronounced as unjust decision m a great 
, cause. Dr. Johnson maintained that this publication 
would not give any uneasiness to the judge. " For 
(said he), either he acted h<MiestJy, or he meant to do 
Injustice. If he acted honestly, his own conscious. 
Bess will protect him >' if he meant to do injuEticc> he - 
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wilt be glad to gee tlie man who attacliR bim to much 
vexed." 

tiett day, as Dr. Johoun bad acquainted Dr. 
Taylor of the reaam fitr hia returniag speedily to 
London, it ms resolved that we should set out after 
dinner. A few of Dr. Taylw'e neighbours were his 
guests that day. 

Dr- Jc^mson talked with approbation of one who 
had attained to the state of the philosophical wise 
inon, that is, to hare no want of any thing. " Then, 
sir (sftitj I), the Ravage is a wise man." " Sir (said he), 
I. do not meas simply being without,— but not having 
a waiit." I maintained, against this proposition, that 
it was better to have fine clotiieB, for iastttice, than 
not t« feel the want of them. Johnson. " No, sirj, 
fine clothes are good only as they supply the want of 
other means of procuring respect. Was Charles the 
Twelfth, think you, less respected for his coarse blue 
coat and blade stock? And you find the King of 
PnissiA dresses plain, because the dignity of his cha- 
racter is sufficient." I here brought myself into a 
acnrae, for I heedlessly said, " Woiud not j/oU, sir, be 
the better for velvet embroidery?" Johnson. "Sir, 
you put an end to all argument when you introduce 

¥ittr omonent himself. Haveyou no better manners? 
here u vour muit," I apologised by saying, I had 
mrationea him ag an instance of one who wasted as 
little as any Rum in the world, and yet, perht^, 
mi^ht receive some additional lustre from drees. 

Having left Ashbourne in the evening, we stopped . 
to change horses at Derby, and avuled ourselves of » 
moment to enjoy the conversation of my countryman. 
Dr. Butter, tien physiciaii there. He was in great 
indignation because Lord Mountatuart's bill for a 
Soo^ militia had been lost. Dr. JtJinson was as 
violent a^nst it. " I am glad (swd he)^ that Par- 
liament has had the spirit to throw it out. You 
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wanted to take ad¥aatage <rf the timidity of out 
scoundrels ;" (meaning, I auppose, the ministry). It 
may be observed, that he u^ the epithet acoimdrel, 
very commonly, not quite in the sense in which it is 
generally understood, but es a strong term of disap- 
my>biLtion; as wlien he abruptly answered Mrs. 
^Tbrale, who had asked him how he did, " Ready to 
become a scoundrel, madam ; with a little more 
spoiling you will, I tliink, make me a complete 
rascal :"' — he meant, easy to become a capridous and 
sclf-tndulgent Taletudinarian ; a character for which 
I have heard him express great disgust. 

Johnson had with biro upon this jaunt, " II Pat- 
merino tPInghilterra" a romance praised by Cer- 
vantes; but did not like it much. He said, be read 
it for the language, by way of preparation for bis 
Italian expedition. — We lay this mght at Lough- 
borough. 

On Thursday, March 28, we pursued our jonrOCT". 
I mentioned that old Mr. Sheridan complained of the 
fngratitude of Mr. Wedderburne and General Fraser, 

' who had been much obliged to him when they were 
young Scotchmen entering upon life in England. 
Johnson. " Why, sir, a man is very apt to complaio 
of the ingratitude of those who have risen far ^mve 
him. A man when he gets into a higher sphne, 
into' other habits of life, cannot keep up ^ his tonaer 
connections. Then, sir, those who knew him for- 
merly upon a level with themselves, may think that 
tbey ought still to be treated as on a level, which 
cannot be ; and an acquaintance in a former situation 

- may bring out things which it woiild be very di». 
agreeable to have mentioned before higher companji 
though, perhcms, every body knows of them." He 
placed this subject in a new light to me, and shewed, 

1 AnccilaUs of Johnion, p. 17(i. 
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that a man who has risen in the world must not be 
condemDed too harshly, for being distant to former 
acquaiaUiice, even though he may hare been mucli 
obliged to them. It is, no doubt, to be wished, thai 
a proper degree of attention should be shewn by great 
mep to their early friends. But if either from obtuse 
insensibility to.differeDCe of situation, or presumptu- 
ous forwardness, which will not submit even to an 
exteriour obserFance of it, Ihe dignity of high place 
cannot be preserved, when th^ are admitted into the 
Qompany of those raised ' above the state in which 
they once were, encroachment must be repelled, and 
the hinder feelings sacriliced. To one of the very 
fortunate persons whom I have mentioned, namely, 
Mr. Wcdderbume, now Lord Loughborough, I must 
do tite justice to relate, that I have been assured by 
another early acqUMntancc of his, old Mr. Macklin, 
who assisted in improving his pronunciation, that he 
found him very gratefiil. Macklin, I suppose, had 
..not pressed upon his elevation with so much eager- 
ness, as the genlJeman who complained of him. Dr. 
JiAnsoa's remark as to the jealoiisy entertained of our 
friends who rise far above us, is certainly very just 
By this wa.s withered the early friendship between 
Charles Townshend and Akenside; and many similar 
instances might be adduced. 

He said, " It is commonly a weak man, who marries 
for love." We then talked of marrying women of 
fortune; and I mentioned a common remark, that a 
man may be, upon the whole, richer by-marrying a 
woman with a very smalt portion, because a woman of 
fortune will be proportionally expensive; whereas 
a woman who brings none will be very moderate 
in expenses. Johnson. " Depend upon it, sir, this 
is not true. A woman of fortune being used to the 
handling of money, spends it judiciously; but a 
woman who gets the command of money for the 
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firat time upcHi her inarriBge, fau mcb a suit in 
^wnding it, that she throws it sway with great 
pmfiision." 

' He praised the ladies of the present age, insisting 
that they were more fiiithfUl to their husbands, and 
more rirtumis in every respect, than in fbnoer timeG, 
because their understandings were better cultivated. 
It WHS an undoubted proof of his good sense and good 
disposition, that he was never quendous, never pr(»ie 
to inveigh against the }»«6ent times, as is so common 
when superficial minds are on the fret. On the con- 
trary, he was willing to speak favourably of his own 
age ; and, indeed, maintauied its superiority in every 
respect, except io its reverence for govemmentj the 
relaxatimi of which he imputed, as its grand cause, 
to the shock which our moaaix^hy received at the 
Revolution, though necessa^ ; and secondly, to the 
timid concessions made to faction by eucG^sdve ad- 
ministrations in the reign <^ his present Majesty. I 
am happy to think, that he lived to see the Crown at 
last recover its just influence. 

. At Leicester we read in the news-paper that 
Dr. James was dead. I thought that the death 
of an old schoolfellow, and one with whom he had 
lived a good deal in London, would have affected my 
fellow-traveller much : but he only said, " Ah ! poor 
Jamy." Afterwards, however, when we were in the 
chaise, he said, with more tenderness, " Since 1 set 
out on this jaunt, I have lost an old friend and a 

Soung one ; — Dr. James, and poor Harry," (maaning 
[r. Thrale's son). 
Having lain at St. Alban's, on Thursday, ManA 28, 
we breakfasted the nest morning at Barnet. I ex- 
pressed to him a weakness of mind which I could not 
Iietp; an uneasy apprehension that my wife and 
dtildren, who were at a great distance from mc, 
might, perhaps, be ill. " Sir (said he), consider how 
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fooliah you Toiild think it in them to be apprehenrare 
tliat you are ill." This sudden turn relieved me for 
the moment; but I afterwards perceived it to be an 
ingenious fallacy.' I might, to be sure, be aatiafied 
that they had no reason to be apprehensive about me, 
because I htevi that I myself was well : but we might 
have a mutual anxiety, without the charge of foUy ; • 
becatiee each was, in some degree, imcerUm as to toe 
condition o{ the other. 

1 enjoyed the luxury of our iqtproach tn London, 
that metrt^lis which we both loved so ntnch, for the 
high and varied intellectual pleasure which it tar- 
sidies. I experienced immediate hap{nneas while 
whirled along with such a companiun, and said to 
him, " Sir, you observed one day at General Ogle- 
thorpe's, tJmt a man is never happy for the present, 
but when he is drunk. Will you not add, — or when 
driving rapidly in a post-ch^se i" Johnson. " No, 
sir, you are tudving r^idly^rom stHnetbing, or to 
something." 

Talldng of melanchol3r, he said, " Some men, 
and very thinking men too, have not those vexing 
thoughts." Sir Joshua Reynolds is the same all the 

1 , [Surd; it is no taUacf, but a aound and Tatienal argumeot. 
He who is pcifEcdf well, and apprehen^ve conceming the Btatc of 
another at a distance from him, hitavii to a certaintj that the feara 
of that penon cnnceming bii health are ima^nary and delusive ; 
and hence hai a raliiHiBl ground far auppoting that hii ovn appn- 
benaknu coneanii^ his alwcut wiCi! or bioid are equally un- 
Gwnded. M.] 

2 The phrase " veKuig thoughts," is, I think, veiy expressive. 
It has been familiar to me from my childhood; for it is to be found 
in the " Psalms in Sletre,'' used in the churches (I believe I 
ilwald taj kirkt) of Scotland, Psal> zliii. v. 5. 

*' Why ail thou then cast down, my soul ? 
Wbat should discourage ibee ? 
And whj with vtxiiig thoughii art thou 
IHsquieted in me ?" 
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year Tonsd. Beanclerk, < 
H the same. But I belie 
the degree in irhich they are capaMe of having them. 
W I irere in the countiy, and wei*e digtressed by that 
malady, I wotdd force myself to take a book ; and 
every time I did it I should lind it the easi^. Me- 
lancnolj, indeed, should be diverted by every means 
but drinking." 

We stopped at Messieurs DUIys, booksellen in the 
Poultry ; from whence he hurried avaVj in a hackney 
coach, to Mr. Thrale'a in the Borough. I called at 
his house in the evening, having promised to acquaint 
Mrs. Williams of his safe return ; when, to my sur- 
inise, I found him mtting with her at tea, and, as I 
thought, not in a very good humour : for, it seemn, 
when he had got to Mr. Thrale'a, he foun^ the coadi 
was at the door waiting to carry Mrs. and Miss 
Thrak, and Signor Baretti, their Italian master, to 
Batb. This was not shewing the attenti<m which 
might hare been expected to the "Guide, Philosopher, 
and Friend ;" the Imlac who had hastened from ^e 
country to console a distressed mother, who he un- 
derstood was very anxious for his return. They had, 
I fnund, without ceremony, proceeded on the!tr in- 
tended joumev. I was glad to understand from hira 
that it was still resolvea that his tour to Italv with 
Mr. and Mrs. Thrale should take place, of which he 
had entertained some doubt, on account of the loas 
which they had suKred ; and his doubts afterwards 
appeared to be well-founded. He observed, indeed 
very justly, that " their loss was an additional' reason 

Soma illoinuice matt no dmibt be nude tar earij i»f]in»Milwi 



SoMlaod, is, apoD (he whole, the best ; uid that U it Tsin to Ihink 
of having a hMa. It h« in general a amplidn and miclim of 
■Bcnd I^cay; and in many paiti its tnuufliBiHi ■• adniinbk. 
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for their going ahmad; aad if it had Bot been fixed 
that he shcnila have been one ttf the party, he would 
force them out ; but be woald not adVise them nnlcM 
his advice was asked, lest they might suspect that he 
reoommeuded what he wished on his own account." 
I was not pleased that his intiraacy with Mr. Thrale'e 
fiunily, thoi^ it no doubt contributed much to bis 
fMHnfort and enjoyment, was not without eomedegree 
of restraint : not, as has been grossly suggested, thrt 
it wss required <£ him as a task to talk ior the entei^- 
tainment ot th^n and their compao v ; but that he 
was not quite at his ease; which, nowever, might 
partly be owing to his own honest pride — that ^g- 
nity of mind which is always jealouR (^ appearing too 
cmnpliant. 

On Sunday, March 31, I called on him, and 
shewed him asacuriositv which I had discovered, his 
" Translation of Lobo's Account of Abyssinia," which 
Sir John Pringle had lent me, it bemg then little 
known as one of his works. He said, "Take no 
notice <^ it," or " don't talk of it." He seemed to 
think it beneath him, though done at six-aitd-tweaty. 
I said to bim, " Your etyk, sir, is much improved 
since you translated this." He asswered with a sort 
of triumphant smile, "Sir, I hope it is." 

On Wednesday, April 3, in the morning I found . 
him very busy puttmg his books in order, and as 
they were genenllv rery old ones, clouds of dust 
wen flying around him. He had on a pair of htfge 
gloves sud as hedgers ok. His present aj^tearanoe 
pot me in mind of my uncle Z>r. Soewell's description 
of him, "A robust genius, born to grapple with 
whole libraries.'' 

I gave him an accoont of a conversation which had 
passed between me and Captain Cook, the day before, 
at dinner at Sir John Prmgte's ; and be was mudi 
pleased with the conscieatiotts M«»nu:y of that cele- 
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brated circumiiariffiitor, vho set me ri^t as to many 
of the exaegerat«a accounts given by Dr. Hsvkes- 
iForth of bis Voyages. I told him that while I was 
vith the Captain, I catched the^entiiuaiasm of curl-' 
oeity and adVenture, and felt a strong inclination to 
go with him on his nest yoyage. Johnson, " Wliy, 
sir, a man dons feel so, till ne considers how very 
little he can learn from such voyages.'' Boswbli.. 
" But one is carried away with the general grand and 
indistinct notion of A Voyaok round the Wobld." 
Johnson. " Yes, sir, but a man is to guard himself 
against, taking a thing in general." I said I was 
certain that a great part of what we are told by tb« 
travellers to the South Sea must be ctMijecture, be- 
cause they had not enough of the language of lliose 
countries to understand so much as they have related. 
Objects &lline under the observation (rf the senses 
might be clearly known ; but every thing intellectual, 
every thine abstract^^politicks, morals, and religion, 
must be darkly guessed. Dr. Johnson was of the 
same opinion. He upon another occasion, when 
a friend mentioned to bmi several extraordinary facts, 
as communicated to him by the circumnavigators, 
slily observed, " Sir, I never belbre knew how much 
I was respected by these gentlemen; they told me 
none of these things." 

He had been in company with Omai, a native of 
one of the South Sea Islands, after he had been sraw 
time in this country. He was struck with the de- 
gance of his behaviour, and accounted for it thus: 
" Sir, he had passed hi^ time, while in England, 
only in the best company; so that all that he had 
acquired'of our manners was genteel. As a proc^ of 
this, sir. Lord Mulgrave and he dined one day at 
Streath^ ; they sat with their backs to the U^t 
fronting me, so that I could not see distinctly; and 
there was so Httle.of the savage in OmM, that I was 
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afraid to speak to either, lest I ahould mirtske oae fiv 
tbeotber. 

We agreed to dine to-day at the Mitre-tavern, 
afterthe rising (^ the Hnuse of Lords, where a hnmch 
of the litigation concerning the Douglas Estate, in 
irhich I waa one of the counsel, was to come on. I 
t»vught with me Mr. Murray, Solidtor-General of 
Scotland, now one of the Judges of the Court .-of 
SesBioo, with the title of Lord Henderland. I men- 
tioned Mr. Solicitor's relation. Lord Charles - Hay, 
with whom I knew Dr. Johnson had been acqtuuntea. 
JoHNSOK. "I wrote something for Lord Charies; 
and I thought he had nothing to fear from a coorfc- 
martial. I suffered a great loss when he died ; be 
was a mighty ideaeing man in conversation, and a 
mading man. The caaraeAer of a soldier is hi^. 
They who stand forth the foremost in danger, for the 
community, }tare the respect of mankind. An officer 
M much more respected than any other man who has 
as little money. In a commerdal country, money 
-will always purchase respect. But yon find, an 
;<ifficer, who has, properly speaking, no money, is 
everywhere well received and treated with attention. 
The character of a soldier always stands him in stead." 
&OSWBI.L. " Yet, sir, J think that common soldiers 
are worse thought of tljan other men in the same 
ntnkoflife; such as labourers." Johnson. "Why, 
«ir; a common soldi^, is usually a very gross man, 
and any quality which jwocures respect may be orer- 
irhelmed, oy grosenees. A mut of learning may be so , 
Tidous or so ridiculous that you cannot respect him. 
A etmimon soldier, toOj generally eats more than be 
can pay fur. Bat when a common sddier is dvil in 
his quart«rs, his red coat procures him, a degree of 
TMpect." The peCTiliar respect paid to the imUtary 
character in France was mentioned. BoswEti.. " I 
should think that where militai? men are so nunur- 
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oiu> th^ would be Icbb valued as not bang rare." 
Johnson. " Niiy, ur, wberever k particular character 
w profeseuQ ia high la the eatunstion of a pet^, 
tboM irho are (tf it will be valued above other men. 
We value aa Englishmaa high in this country, and 
yet Englishmen are not ran in it." 

Mr. Uurray praised the andent phi^Mophers for 
tbe cwtdour aiid good bumour with which those of 
diffntnt sects disputed with eadi other. JohnsoM' 
" Sir, the^ disputed with good htuooor, because tbey 
were net in earnest as to religjon. Had the aacienU 
-been serious in their beUef, we ihould not have had 
their Gods exhibited in the manner we find thtan 
represmted in the Poets. The pee^ would not 
have sufered it. They disputed with good humour 
upo« the fandful theories, because they were aet 
interested in the truth of them: when a msB has . 
nothing to lose, he may be ia good humour with bis 
exponent. Accordingly you see in Luciaa, the Eyi- 
cureao, who argues ooly n^atively, keeps bis temper ; 
the Stanck, woo has aotnething pontile to preserve, 
grows angry. Being angry with one who controvt^ts 
tut opinion which you value, is a seeeaiary oonae-. 
quenoe of the unesaness whidi you feel. £very man 
who attacks my belief, diminiebee in some degree my 
" coa6Atiotx in it, and therefore makes me uneasy ; and 
1 am angrv with him who makes me uneasy. These 
only who bdieved iu eevelation have been angry ait 
hating their fiiith called in question; because the^ 
oidy wwl stmiethiug upon wludi they oeuJd rest aa 
matter of tact." Murray. " It seems to me that me 
are not angry at a man for amtrovertitig «n opisiffn 
whidt we brieve sad value; we rather pity him-" 
Johnson. "Why, sir; to be euj% when you wish a 
nwn to have that beUef which ^on think is of inSuite 
advanti^, you wisb well to bun ; but your primary 
consideratimt is yoiir awn quiet. If a madman were 
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- to oome into this room with r ctick id hh bond; no 
doubt we should pity the state of his mind ; but our 
INTinary oDnsideratioo would be to take care of our- 
seires. We sbouJd knock Iiini down first, and pitj 
him afterwards. No, lir; every man will dispute 
with great good humour upon a subject in whicL he 
is not interested, t will dispute very cttfanly upon 
ibe |»«babi)ity of another man's aoH being hanged ; 
but if a man Ecalonsly enfcRces the probability that 
my own son will be hanged, I shall certainly not be 
in a very good humour with him." I added this 
ilhistratiiHi, " If a man endeavours to convince me 
that my wiie, whom I lore very much, and in wtmn 
I place great confidence, is a disagreeable woman, 
ana is even un&ithful to me, I shall be very angry, 
fi)r be is putting me in fear of being unhappy." 
Murray. " But, sir, truth will always bear an ex- 
amination." JoHNSoK. " Yes, sir, but it is painful 
to be forced to defend it. Consider, sir, how should 
yon like, though conscious of your innpcence, to be 
tried before a jury for a capital crime, once a week." 
We talked of education at great schools ; the 
adrdntagea and disadTantages of which- Johnson dis- 
played m a luminous manner; but his arguments 
prepniderated so much in favour of the benefit which 
a boy of good parts might receive at one of them,' 
that I have reason to believe Mr. Murray was verv 
much influenced by what he had heard to^y, in his 
determiDatioo to send his own son to Westminster 
idiool. — I hare acted in the same manner with regard 
to my own two sons; having placed the eldest at 
Ebm, and the second at Westminster. I cannot say 
which is best. But in justice to both those noble 
seminaries, I with high satisfaction declare, that my 
boys have derived from them a great deal of good, 
and no evil ; ^nd I trust they iml, like Horace, be 



0, Cooglc 



SOS THE LIFE OW [1776- 

grateful to their fiither for giving them so nduabfe 
ui educatifm. 

I introduced the topick, which is often igDorantijr 
urged, that the Universities of En^and are too rich ; ' 
so that learning does uot flourish in them as it would 
do, if those wlio teach had smaller salaries, and de- 
pended on their assiduity for a great part of their 
income. Johnson. " Sir, the very reverse of this is 
the truth; the English Universities are not rich 
enough. Our fellowships are only s ~ ' 
port a man during his stupes to fit h 
and accordingly in general they are held no loiter 
than till an opportunity offers of getting away. Now 
and then, perhaps, there is a fellow who grows old in 
his cdlege ; but this is ag^nst his will, unless he be 
a man very indolent indeed. A hundred a year is 
reckoned a good fellowship, and that is na m(a« than 
is necesfiary to keep a man deoeutly as a scholar. We 
do not allow our fellows to marry, because we consider 
academical institutions as preparatory to a settlement 
in the wwld. It is only by being embayed as a 
tutor, that a fellow can obtain any thing more than a 
livelihood. To be sure a man, who has enough witli- 
out teaching, will probably not teach ; for we would 
all be idle if we could. In the sai&e manner, a man 
who is to get nothing by teaching, will not esert 
himself. (^sham-CoUege was intended as & place of 
instructiffl) for London ; able professors were to read 
lectures gratis, they contrived to have no scholars ; 
whereas, if they had been allowed to receive but six- 
pence a lecture from each scholar, they would have 
been emulous to have had many scholars. Every 

I Dr. Adam Snutb, vb.a vis for tnait time a piofeBBOr in die 
Univemtj' of Olaigow, haa uttered, in bia " ^VesI(]1 of NslimB," 
Mnne leilKdani upon tfaii sutject <rhieh see certtunlj not irell 
foonded, *nd seem to tte infidinu. 
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our Unirersities. That they are too rich is certainly 
not true ; for they have nothing moA enough to keep 
a man of eminent leiirning with them for his life. In 
the foreign Universitiea a professorahip ia a high 
thing. It is as much almost as a. man can make by 
hie learning; and therefore we find the most learned 
men almud axe in the Unirersities. It ia not so 
with us. Our Unirersities are impoveriahed of 
learning, by the peAury of their proriaiona. I wish 
there were many platxa of a thousand a year at Ox- 
ftird, to keep first-rate men of learning from quitting 
the Univereity." Undoubtedly if thie were the case, 
Literature would hare a still greater dignity and 
. ^lendour &t Oxford, and there would be grander 
living bourcea of inetruction. 

I mentioned Mr. Maclaurin's uneasiness on account 
of a degree of ridicule carelessly thrown on hia de- 
ceased hthet, in Goldsmith's " Hiatory (A Animated 
Nature," in which that celebrated mathematician is 
represented as being subject Xo fita of yawning ao 
violent as- to render him incapable of proceeding in 
his lecture ; a story altogether unfounded, but for the 
publication of which the law would give no repara- ' 
tion.' This led us to agitate the queation, whether 
legal redreas could be obtained, even when a man'a 
deceased relation was calumniated in a publication. 
Mr. Hurray maintained there should be reparation, 
unless the authour could justify himself by proriBg 
the bet. Johnson. " Sir, it ia of so muui more 
consequence that truth ^lild be told, than that in- 



dgreal TBtj handsomely to hrnve the tef on wMd> il w» COntMMd 
cuuxUed, and ic-printed vithaut it, at bu own expenN. 
t3 
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(Uvidu&ls should not be made uUeas)', that it is mocb 
better that the law does not restrain writing freely 
concerning the characters of the dead. Damages 
will be given to a man who is calumniated in his life-' 
time, because he raav be hurt in his worldly interest, 
or at least hurt in his mind: but tlie law does not 
regard that uneasiness which a man feela on having 
his ancestor calumniated. That is too nice. Let him 
denv what is.aaid, and let the matter hare a fair chance 
by discussion. But if a man could sav nothing against 
a character but what he can prove, history could not 
be written ; for a great deal is known of men of whidi 
proof cannot be brought. A minister may be noto- 
riousty Icnown to take bribes, and yet you may not ' 
be able to prove it." Mr. Murray suggested, titat 
the authour should be obliged to shew some sort of 
evidence, though he would not require a strict legal 
proof: but Johnson firmly and resolutely opposed any 
restraint whatever, as adverse to a free iuvestigatioa 
of the characters of mankind. ' 

I Whet Doctor Johnson has here sud, it undoubtedly good 
atOKs ^ I am a&aid that lav, though defined by Lord Coke 
" the perfection of reaaon," ii not altogether with Aim; for it u 
held iti the books, that an attach on tbe reputation cvai of a dead 
niBi, may bepuijded as a libeli became tendit^ to a bteadi of 
the peace. llieTe is, hawerer, J beHerc, do moSrn decided can 
t9 that effect In the Kin^g Bench, Trinity Tetm, 1730, die 
queation oc^ncd on occaaion of an indictment, I%e Kisg T. 
Topham, who, aa a proprietor of a Derspaper ^titled ^' Thk 
World," ma finind ^Cy t^ a libd againat Eail Cowpet, de- 
ceased, becauae certain injurious charges asainBt his JLorddi^ were 
pubhshed in that paper. An arrest of judgement hanng been 
moved for, the cue was aftervaida aolemnly a^ed. My finend 
Mr. Conat, whom I delight in baviag an oppMiinlty to piaiae, 
not only tor hia abihtiea but hia mannera \ a gendecnan whose an- 
cient Cfennan bhiod haa been mdlowed in Bn^aod, and wbo maj 
be truly aaid to unite the. Aaron aikd the SorWifn', was one of the ' 
Counsel fbr Mr. Topham. He displncd nuidi leaniiDg and in- 
genuity upon the gmeral oueMioa ; i^^i, bownrer, was aot de- 
cided, as the Court granted an aneM chiefly on lb« infmrnality of 
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On Thursd&f, April 4, hariag called On Dr. John- 
son, I said, it was a pity that truth was not so firm as 
to bid defiance to all attacks, so that it might be shot 
at as much as people chose to attempt, and yet 
remain uqhurt. Johnson. "Their, sir, it would not 
be shot at. Nobody attem|lts to dispute that two aud 
two make four: but with contest sconcerning moral 
truth, human passions are generally mixed, and 



iag, that pmeculiini bj indicuient, if s defiinduit is u 
alkrvBd to juMi^, muat often b« ray oppressive, uoleas Juries, 
whom I un more uid more confinned in balding to be judges of 
Ib» as well u of 6ict, reaolutelj interpwe. Of late an lun of Pbt- 
liiment has posaed dedaiatory of l^ior fuH right to tme aa veil a$ 
tlie other, in mattor of lib^ ; and tiie tnll hanng been brou^t in 
by a popular gsQtlcinaii, many of his party hi 



IS Claimed on the iraiidecfiil acquiaitioD to the liberty 
Foi my own pan I ever was clearly of opinion that 
IS inhetent in the leiy eotutitutioa of a Jury, ai 



of the press. Foi my own pan I ever w 



. .. . m inaepwable fonn their iniportuit fuDctton. 
I'd cstabliili it, tbcnfiire, by statute, if, I think, nairowing its 
foundation, which is the briNid and deep bads of Coionion Law. 
Would it not rathei weaken the right of primc^entture, 01 any 
other old and uaiTertaUy-ackuowIe^ed right, should the l^s- 
lalure pass an act in bvour of it ? In my " lietter to the Pe^e 
of Scotland, against diminiahiD^ the number of the Lords of 
Sesdon," published in 1785, there is the following passage, which, 
as a cond«e, and I hope a fair and rational stale of the matter, 1 
presume to quote i " The Juries of England are Judges of law 
as well as of Jhct in many civil, and in ail criminai U^a. ThM 



n the world to encourage Juri 

Xrversely, the aiNnion of Ihi 
have mem liMea lespectf 
re liiRn the Beoch, by which they may often bi 
In fomiiDe their own opinioa ; which, ^ and nut another's 
opinicm lEey are to return upon their oatha. But whe 
due attentioD to oil that t]ie Judge has said, they are d 
of a different opinion from Mm, tfity have not only a f 
a right, but they are ioand lu amscieace to bring in a ve 
ccw^ngly." 
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tberefore it moit ever be liabla to assxult itnd misre- 
|iresentation." 

On Friday, Aprils, beinc Good Friday, after harjn^ 
Utended the moTDiDgsemccat St. Oemeiit'a charch, 
J walked home with JohnBon. We talked of the 
Roman C^holick religion. Johnson. " Id the bar- 
baroiiB ages, sir^ pne«ls and people were equally <Ie- 
ceired ; but afterwards there were grow corruptions 
introduced by the clergy, such aa iudul^nces to 
priests to have concubines, and the worship of imagesj 
not, indeed, incnlcatcd, but ksowingly permitted." 
He strongly censured the licensed stews at Bone. 
BoswBLL. " So then, air, you would allow of no ir- 
regular interconrte whatever between the sexes?" 
Johnson. " To be sure I would not, sir. I woald 

riaii it much more than it is done, and so restrain 
In all countries there has been fornication, «b in 
all countries there has been theft; but there may be 
none er less of the one, as well as of the othv, in 
proportion to the force of law. All men will natu- 
rally ceumit fornication, as all men wUI naturally 
steiu. And, sir, it is very absurd to- argne, as has 
been often done, that prostitutes are uecessary to 
prevent the violent eSecta of apj)etite from vidating 
the decent order of life ; nay, should be permitted, in 
order to preserve the chastity of Our wives and daugh- 
ters. Depend upon it, '«r, severe laws, steadily 
enforced, woold be sufficient against those evils, aoa 
would promote muriage." . 

I stated to him this case : — " Snppose a man has 
a daughter, who he knows has been seduced, but her 
misfortune is concealed from the world; diould be 
keep her in his house ? Would be not, by doing so, 
be accessary to imposition f And, perhaps, a worthy, 
unsuspecting mac might come and marry this womani 
unless the lather inform him of the truth." Johnsow. 
" Sir, he is accessary to no imposition.- His daughter 
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is in his houae ; and if a maD conrte her, he takes his 
chance. If a friend, or, indeed, if any man aske hig 
opijiion whether he Bhoiild many her, he ought to 
advise him against it, without telling why, becaUM 
his real (pinion is then required. Or, if he has other 
daughters who know of her frailty, he ought not to 
keep her in his house. You are to consider the state 
of life is this; we are to judge of one another's cha- 
racters as well as we can ; and a man is not bound in 
hwieety or honour, to telt us the faults of his daughter 
or of himself. A man who has debauched his friend's 
daught«r is not obliged to say to every body — " Take 
care of me ; don't let me into your house without 
suspicion. I once dehauched a friend's daughter. I 
may debauch yours." 

Mr. Thrale called upon him, and appealed to bear 
the loss of his son with a manly composure. There 
was no affectation' about him ; and he talked, as 
usual, upon indifferent subjects. He seemed to me to 
hesitate as to the intended Italian tour, on which, I 
ffatt«red myself, he and Mrs. Thrale and Dr. Johnson 
were soon to set out ; and, therefore, I pressed it as 
much as I could. I mentioned t^at Mr. Beauclerk 
bad said, that Baretti, whom they were to carry with 
them, would keep them so long in ihe little towns of 
his own district, that they would not have time to see 
Rome. I mentioned this to put them on their guard. 
JoMMSoN. " Sir, we do not thank Mr. Beauclerk few - 
supposing that we are to be directed by Baretti. 
No, sir ; Mr. Thrale is to go by my advice, to Mr. 
Jackson' (the all-knowing), and get from him a plan 
for seeing the most that can be seen in the time that 
we have to travel. We tpOBt, to he sure, see Rome, 

I A gentleman, nho frDiD his eitiaordinBi; itores of knowledge, 
hu been styled trnininWent. Johnson, I think very pniperlf, altered 
it to all-knowing, ai it is s vtrbum loUime, appropiated to (h« 
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Naples, Pkffmoe, and Venics, obA as much more u 
we can." (Spcakioe witli a tone of animation). 

Whea I espressed an earnest wish ft* his remarks 
on Italy, lie said, " I do not see that I could mahe 
a book upon Italy; yet I Bhonld be ^ad to get iwo 
hundred pounds, or Hve hundred pounds, hy Kii(h a 
work." This shewed boUi that a journal of his Tour 
upon the Continent was not wholjy out of his con- 
templation, and that he uniformly adhered to that 
strange opinion which bis indolent disposition made 
him utter : " No man but a blockhead ever wrote, 
except for money." Numerous instances to refute 
tills wQl occur to all who are tersed in the history of 
Ut«rature. 

He gave us one of the many sketches of character 
- which were treasured is his mind, and which he was 
wont to produce quite une«pected]y in a rery enter- 
taining manner. " I lately (s^d he) received a letter 
irmn the East IndieSj from a gentleman whom I for- 
merly knew very well ; he had returned from that 
fonntry with a hundsome fortune, as it was reckoned, 
before means were found to acquire those immense 
sums which hare been brought from thence of late ; 
he was a scholar, and an agreeable man, and lived 
very prettily in London, till his wife died. After her 
death, he took to dissipatien and gaming, and lost all 
he had. One evening he lost a thousand pounds to 
a g^tleman whose name lam sorry I have foi^otten. 
Nest morning he sent the gentleman five hundred 
pounds, with an apology that it was all he had in the 
worid. The gentleman sent the money back to him, 
dedaring he would not accept of it ; and adding, that 

if Mr. had occasion for fire hundred pounds 

more, he would lettd jt to him. He resolved to 
en out again to the East Indies, and mal:e his 
'lortune anew. He got a considcraUe appointaoent, 
and I had some intention of accoMpaDying him. 
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Mad I thought theft as I do bot, I Hhmild have 
gone : but at that time, I bad objection to quitting 
Eaglaud." 

It was a very remarkable circumstance about John- 
sou, whom shallow obeerren have supposed to have 
been ignorant of the world, that very few men bad 
sees greater variety ol characters; and none could 
<^»erve them better, as was evident from the strong, 
yet nice uMlraita which he often drew. I have fre- 
queotly thought that if be bad made out what the 
r rench call une catalogue raUonnie of all the people 
who had passed under his obserratioo, it would have 
afforded a very rich fund of inttruction and entertaiit- 
ment The suddenness with which his accounts of 
some of them started out in conversation was not less 
pleasing tha^ surprising. I remember he once oh-' 
served to me, " It is wonderful, sir, what is to be 
found in London. The most literary couversation 
that I ever enjoyed was at the table of Jack Ellis, 
a mooay-scrivener behind the Royal Exchange, witli 
wbom I at oae period used to dine generally once a 



Ctria nsDie lo any (biog. He shewed me t, iruisUtion which he 
made of Ovid's Epiitles, Tery pTcVily done. There a a good 
mpaTCd poitnit of hiic bf Pethei, fttun & picture by Fiy, irtiich 
btl^ ID the ball of l^e SoriTenen' compaoy . I visited him Oc- 
tober 4, 1790, in iiii ntoe^'thiid ^ ear, and found hii judgmuent 
iliMinct uid cleu, and hia memory, though bded bo si to fUl him 
occukinally, yet, as he assured me, and f indeed percdvtd, able to 
aetve Mm very well, after a little reeollBCtion. It was agreeable 
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Vfdumes would be required to contain a list of his 
Bumeroue and variouB acquaintance, none of wliom be 
ever forgot ; and could describe and discriniinate them 
all with predsion and viracity. He assi>ciated with 
persona the most widely different in manners, abilities, 
rank, and accomplishments. He was at once the 
companion of the , brilliant Colonel Forrester of the 
guards, who wrote " The Polite Philosopher," and of 
the awkward and uncouth Robert Lerett ; of Lord 
Thurlow, and Mr. Saatrea, the Italian master; and 
has dined one day with the beautiful, ^y, and fesci- 
natine Lady Craven,' aud'the nezt with good Mrs. 
Gardmer, the tallow-chandler, on Snow-hilt. 

On my einircsBing my wonder at his discovering 
so much of the knowledge peculiar to different pro- 
fessions, he told me, " I learnt what I know of law 
chiefly from Mr. Ballow,^ a very able man. I learnt 
some too from Chambers; but was not ao teachable 
then. One is not willing to he taught by a young 
man." When I expressed » wish to Iniow more about 
Mr. Ballow, Johnson said, " Sir, I hare seen him but 
once these twenty years. The tide of life has drirt-n 

. vhkh ino often moleM <M ^e. He in the lummerof IbM you 
valked u Rotberliidie, (rbere lie dined, and walked brane in Ae 

erehing. He died on the 3Ut of December, 1791. 

I liord Mwsrtney, who, widi his other distjnguiahal qualities, 
ii tematkable aleo for ui el^ant pleuantr;, told me that he met 
JohUBBi at Lad; Craven'i, uid that he eeoned jealoua of an; in- 
. terfierence : " So (said his Lordship, smiBng), / kept hack." 

3 Theie ii an account of bim m Sit Jdi^ HawMni's Idle of 
Johnson^ 344. 

[Ht. Ttumvu BaHow wuButbomof BO excellent TaEATiSK or 
EouiTT, printed inoi^ouBlr in 174S, and latdr lepnblidied 
with vaj nhiable additHDw„ bf John FonUanqne, Esq. 

Mr. Ballow died suddenlj in Londrni, July 26. 17B2, ^ed 
Kventy^fire, and ii mentioned in the Gentleman's Magazine tar 
that year as *' a great Greek Sdiolai, and f^nuB fin his koowle^ 
of the old philosophy." M.] 
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ua different ways." ' I was sorry at tiie tiine to hear 
this; but whoever quits the creeks of private con- 
nections, and' &irly gets into the gr^ ocean of 
London, will, by imperceptible degrees, unaroidably 
experience such cessations of acquaintiuice. 

" My knowledge of physick (he added) I learnt 
frffln Dr. James, whom i helped in writing the pro- 
posals for his Dictionary, and also a little in the 
Dictionary itself.' I also learnt from Dr. Lawrence, 
but was then grown more stubborn." 

A curious incident happened to-day, while Mr. 
Thrafe and I sat with him. Francis announced that 
a large packet wae brought to him trom the post- 
office, said to have come from Lisbon, and it was 
charged seven pounds ten shillmgt. He would not 
receive it, supposiug it to be some trick, nor did he 
even look at it. But upon inquiry afterwards he 
iViund that it was a real packet for him, from that 
very fnend in the East Indies of whom he had been 
{peaking; and the shhwvhich carried it having come 
to Portugal,' this packet, with others, had been put 
into the post-office at Lisbon. 

I mentioned a bcw gaming-club, of which Mr. 
Beauclerk had given me an account, where the 
members pUyed to a desperate extent. Johkson. 
" Depend upon it, sir, this is mere talk. Who is 
ruined by gaming? You will not find six instances 
1b an age. There is a strange rout made about deep 
play: whereas you have many more pec^le mined 
by adventurous trade, and yet we do not hear such 
an outcry against it." Thrale. " There may be few 
people absolutely -ruined by deep playj but very 
many are much hurt in their -circums^ces by it." 
Johnson. " Yes, sir, and so are very many by other 

1 I have in vun endeavoured to find out what parts JohngOB 
wnlefor Dr. James. Perhain medical laea Toaj. 
«»L. III. U 
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lundt of ezpenie." I hod heard him bJkooce befors 
in the nune manner ; uid at Oxford be said, " he 
wiabed he had learned to play at cards." The truth, 
howerer, is, that he loved.to display his ingeouity in 
argument; and therefore would sometimes in con- 
Tersalion maintain opinions which he was sensible 
were wrong, but in supporting which, his reasoning 
and wit would be most conspicuous. He would 
begin thus: "Why, sir, as to the good or evil of 
cara-playing — " " Now (said Oarrick) he is thinking 
"whicn side he shall take." He appeared to have a 
pleasure in contradiction, especially when any opinion 
whatever was delivered with an air of confidence ; so 
that there was hardly any topich, if not one of tie 
great truths of religion and morality, tiiat he might 
not have been incited to argue, either for or against. 
Xitai Elihank' had the higher admiration o'f his 
powers. He once observed to me, " Whatever <^- 
nion Johnson maintains, I will not say that he c<Hi- 
vinoes me ; but he never foife to shew me, that he 
b^ good reasons for it." I have heard Johnson pay 
his Lordship this high compliment: 

" I never was in Lord Eiibank's ccmpany without 
learning something/' 

We sat together till it was too lata for the after- 
Bom service. Thrale said, he bad come with inten- 
tifoi to go to church with us. We went at seven to 
evening jn^yers at St. Clement's church, after having 
drank coffee; an indulgence, which I understood 
JiAnson yielded to in this occasion, in compliment to 
Thrale. 

On Sunday, April 7, £aster-day, aAer having been 
at St. Paul's cathedral, I came to Dr. Johnson, ac- 
evading to my usual custom. It seemed to me, ti»t 
there was always something peculiarly mild and 

1 PMrkk, Jjiai £Hbuik, who died in 1778. 

'.oogic 



placid in his Dumier apoa this hoij festiral, the oom- 
meaoration of the most joylul event in the history of 
our world, the reeuirectioa of our Lord and Saviour, 
who, having triumphed over death and the grare, 
procUimed immortality to manidnd. 

I repeated to him an areuraent of a lady of my ac- 
qiuuntaace, vho maintainea that her husband's having 
been guilty oS numberleM infidelities, released her 
from conjugal oUigatiouB, because they were recipri>< 
cal. 'Johnson. " This ia miseraWe stuff, air. To 
the cootraet of marriage, besides the man and wife, 
there is a third party — Society; and if it be coo- 
sidered as a tow — God : and, tnerefore, it cannot be 
dissolved' bv thur consent al<»ie. Laws are'not made 
for partKuIar cases, but for men in 'general. A wo- 
man may be nnhappy with her husband; but she 
cannot be freed from him wtthout die apjtrobntirai <tf 
the civil and ecclesiastical power. A oam may be 
mbafipj, twcaufie he is not so vich » another; but 
be is not to eeiie upoB another's property with his 
own hand." Bmwell. " But, sir, this lady does not 
want that the contract should be dissolved; she only 
argiKS that she may indulge herself id gaSantries 
with eq^ual freedom as her husband does, prorided she 
takes care not to introduce a furious issue into hi« 
' fomily. You know, sir, what Macrobius has told of 
Juiia."^ Johnson. " This lady of yourSj sir, I 
think, is very fit for a brothel." 

Mr. Maabean, authour of the " Dictionary of 
Ancient Ge^rapby," came in. He mentioned that 
he had been forty years absent froai Scotland. " Ah, 
Boswell .' (said Johnson, smiling), what would you 
give to be forty years from Scotland.'" I said, " I 
should not like to be so long absent from the seat of 

I ^•!lfim^imieiamHiamaUfl€iitloBo'irctorn<t." Lib.ti.c. vi. ^ 
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my ancestors," ThiB aentleman, Mra. Williams, and 
Mr. Levctt, dined with us. 

Dr. Johnson made a remark, which both Mr. 
' Macbean and I thought new. It was this : that " the 
law against usuty is for the protection of creditors as 
well as debtOEs; for jf there were no such check, 
people would be apt, from the temptation of great 
interest, to lend to desperate persons, by whom they 
would lose theii* money. Accordingly there are in- 
stances of ladies being ruined, by having injudiciously 
sunk their fortunes tor high annuities, which, after a 
few years, ceased to be paid, in consequence of th« 
ruined circumstances of the borrower." 

Mrs. Williams was very peevish ; and I wondered- 
at Johnson's patience with her new, as L had often 
done on similar occasions. ' The truth is, that his 
humane consideration of the forlorn and indigent 
state in which this lady was left by her father, induced 
hin^ to treat her with the utmost tenderness, and 
even to be desirous of procuring her amusement, so 
as sometimes to incommode many of his friends, by 
carrying her with him to their houses, where, from 
her manner of eating, in consequence of her blindness, 
she could not but offend the delicacy of persons of 
nice sensations. ' 

After coffee, we wevt to afternoon service in St. 
Clement's church. Observing some beggars in the 
street as we walked along, I said to him I supposed 
there was no civilised country in the world, where the 
misery of want in the lowest dasses of tiie people was 
prevented. Johnson. " i believe, sir, there is not ; 
but it is better that some should be unhappy, than 
that none should be happy, which would be the case 
in a general state of equality." 

When the service waa ended, I went home with 
him, and we sat quietly by ourselves. He recom- 
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lueBdeA Dr- Cheyoe's books. I said, I thought 
Chevne bad been reckoned whimracal. — " So he tras 
(siiia be), in some things ; Uit there is no end of 
Ejections. There are few boolis to wbich some 
abjection or other may not be made." He added, 
" I Voiitd not have you read any thing else of 
Cheyne, but his book on Health, and bis ' English 
Makdy.' " 

Upon the question whether a man who had been 
|;;uil^ of vicious actions would do well to fiut^e him- 
self into solitude and sadness? Johnson'. "No, dr, 
unleesitprerent him from being vicious Bgwn. WitJi 
some people, gloomy penitence is only madness turned 
upside down. A man may be gloomy, till, in order 
to be relieved from gloora, be has recourse again to 



On Wednesday, April 10, I dined with him at 
Mr. Thrale's, where were Mr. Murphy and some other 
cooipany. Before dinner, Dr. Johnson and I passed 
some time by ourselves. I was sorry to find it was 
BOW resolved that the proposed journey to Italy 
should not take place this year. He said, " 1 am 
disappointed, to be sure; but it is not a great dis- 
appointment." I wondered to see him bear, with 
a philosophical calmness, what woold have made most 
people peevish and fretful. I perceived, howerer, 
that he nad so warmly cherished the hope of enjoying 
classical scenes, that he could not easily part with the 
sdisme; for he said, "I. shall probably contrive to 
get to Italy some other way. But I won't mention 
It to Mr. and Mrs. Thtale, as it might vex them." I 
suggested, that going to Italy might have done Mr. 
and Mrs. Thrale gtrad. Johnson. " I rather be- 
lieve not, tar. While grief is fresh, every attempt to 
divert only irritates. You must wait till grief ba 
digested, and then amusement will dissipat* &it 
rvnutins of it." 

« ) 
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At dinner, Mr. Murphy entertained us with Cfaer 
history of Mr, Joseph Simpson, a schoolfellow of Dr. 
Johnson's, a barrister at law, of good parts, but who 
fell into a dissipated course of life, incompatible with - 
that success in his profession which he once had, and 
irould otherwise hare deservedly maintained; yet he 
still preaerred a dignity in his deportment. He Wrote 
a tr^edy on the story of Leonjdas, entitled " The 
Patriot." He read it to a company of lawyers, who 
found so many faults that he wrote it orer again : so 
then there were two tragedies on the same subject 
and with the same title. Dr. Johnson told us, that 
caie of them was still in his possession. This very 
piece was, after his death, published by-some person 
who had been about him, and, for the sake of a little , 
basty profit, was fallacious advertised, so as to- 
make it be believed to have been written by Johnson 
himself- 

I said, I disliked the custom which some people 
had of bringing their children into company, because 
it in a manner forced us to pay foolish compliments to 
please their parents. Johnson. " You are right, sir. 
We may be excused for not caring much about oUier 
people's children, for there are many who care very 
little about their own children. It may be observea, 
that m^D, who from being engaged in business, or 
from their course of life in whatever way, seldom see 
their children, do not care much about them. I 
myself .'ihould not have had much fondness for a child 
of my own." Mrs. Thrale. "■ Nay, sir, how can 
you talk so ?" Johkson. " At least, I never wished 
to have a child." 

Mr. Murphy mentioned Dr. Johnson's having a 
design to publish an edition of Cowley. Johnson 
snid, he did not know but he should ; and he ex- 
pressed his disapprobation of Dr. Hurd, for having 
published a mutilated edition under the title ^ 
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'* Select Works of Abraham Cowley."' Mr. Murphy 
thought it a, bad precedent; obeerving, that any 
ftutbour might be used in the same manner ; and that 
it was pleasing to see the variety of an authour's 
coaqMsitions, at diflerent periods. 

We talked of Flatmans Poems; and Mrs, Thrale 
obseVred, that Pope had partly borrowed from him, 
" The dying Christian to his Soul." Johnson re- 
peated Rochester's verses upon Ftatmao, which I 
think by much too serere : 

" Nor that iknr dni<^ in swift Piodarkk itruiu, 
Flstman, who Cowlej' imitBtea with puoi, 
And lidea s jided Miue, whipt Tiih Iook Tdn&*' 
I like to recollect all the passages that t heard JohnsoD 
repeat: it stamps a value on them. 

He told uBj that the book entitled "■ The Lives of 
the Poets, by Mr. Cibber," was entirely compiled hy 
Mr. Shiels, ' a Scotchmaot one of his amanuenses. 
" The booksellers (said he) gave Theopbilus Cibber, 

I In -Ae Monthly Review fbr Maj, 1792, then is nich a coT' 
leetion ef the aborepassBge, u I nhould thinli mjaelf very eulpsbls 
not to gnbjinn. " ThIsBccountiaveryinscciirste. Thefbllowing 
itBtement of fkcd we know to be true, in every mateiisl circum- 
stance : — SUels WHS the prindpBl collector and fester of the 
' ' ' « tlie work : biit as he wu very law in aulhounlup, 



Ea coireet the atyle 
Lo make only four 
Toliunes, with power lo alter, expunge, 01 liS, u he liked. Be 
waa also to supply Tiotei, eccasionally, espedaUy concerning those 
diamatick poets with whom he bai been chiefly canyemnl. Be 
tlto engaeed to write aeveral of the Lives ; which (aa we are told) 
he atimdnigly permed. He was farther usefiil in striking out 
the JacobitraJ and Tory sentimenta, which Shiels bad induslriouily 
interspersed wherever he could bring them in ; — and aa ibc suc- 
cess of the work appeared, after all, very doubtful, be was content 
with twenW-one poundi for his labour, besides a few sets of the 
books to duperse among his fnenda^-Shiels bad nearly wenty 
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vho was^tben in prison, tea guineas, to alldw Mr, 
Cither to be put upon the title-page, aa the authoiur ; 
by this, a double imposition vas iDtended: in the 

pounda, betide the advaiitsge of mmy of dw beat lam in tl>» 
Torii b«ng communkated by frieuda to tbe nnderu^ti^ ; md for 
Thich Mr. Shiel) had the eame conaderaUon u for the nst, bditt 
plid hj the sheet, Ibi the whole. He -wtx, howeTcr, bo »ngry wi^ 
nu M'uiniah •uperviior, (The. like hit lather, being a Tiolect 
MiiMn m the r"*'''"^ piindples vhich [vevtiiled in ihe Tcign of 
Oeoree the Second), for to unmeidftillj matilMinK hie copy, lod 
acmiDQg hii politicis, thai he wrale Cibbei a chaUenEe : but wu 
pTerented from mtding it by (he publiiher, who fairly laughed 
him oat of hii fluy. The pMidetiini, Edd, ithr diBOUtented, in 
the end, on account of Miv Cibbei't unexpeWed indiutiy ; fbr hia 
corrections and alterationt in the proof sheets vere bd numeroov 
■nd GOOBidffable, that the printer made for them a grierotu ad- 
dition to tus bill : and, in fine, all partiea irsre dimitinfied. Oti 
the vhela, the wmk was producCiTe of no profit to the nnder- 
taketa, who had agreed, tn case of succees, to make Gibber a pre- 
HDt of some addition to ihe twenty guineas whidi he had receiied, 
and fin which hia receipt ii now in the bookaellen' hands. We 
are faflber aoured, that he actually obtained kn addition^ sum t 
when he, aoon after (in the year 1768), unfortunately embuked 
for Dublin, on an engageaient for one of the Ibcalici tbcre i bat 
(he tbip ^u cast away, and every pcraon on board pniJied- 
~ There were about ^ty passengeia, among whom wu the £ad of 
Drogheda, with man* other pEreoiw of consequence and property. 

" Aa to the alleged deagn of making the compilement pan fi» 
Iha work of idd Mr. CSbber, the chargn aeem to have been 
Ibunded OB ■ nmewhot uncharitable cooatniclion. y/t ate aa. 
aared that the thought waa not harboured by arane qf (he pro- 

Sietois. who are atiU living ; and we hope that it did not occtu to 
e firat de^gner of the work, who waa alio the printer of it, aod 
who bore a resectable ehancter. 

" We have been induced to enter thus circometantially into the 
finsoing detail of facts lelatinff to the lives of the Foeta, com- 
bed by Mestra. Cibber and Shiela, from a sincere regard to that 
Hcred i^ineipla of Truth, to whidi Dr. Jobaaon ao rigidly ad< 
hered, according to the. beat of hia knowledge; and whicbi va 
believe, no cfmiAderatkm would have prevailM on Mm to violate. 
In re^rd to the naialt^, which we now d]flmiBa,'he had, no doubt, 
been milled by partial alid wrong information i Shida waa th« 
Doetor'a amanuenaa i hfthadqaarrellcd withCibber; itianabual 
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first place, that it was the work of a Cili^r &t all ; 
and, in the second place, that it was the wwlc trf" 
old Cfbber." 

Mr. Murphy said, that " The Memt^ <^ Gray's 
Life Bet him much higher in his estimation than his 
poems did ; for you Uiere saw a man constantly at 
work in literature." Johnson acquiesced in Uus; 
but de^eciated the book, I thought very unreason- 
ably. For he said, " I forced myself to read it, only 
because it was a common ttipick of conTersation. I 
found it mighty dull; and, as to the style, it is fit 
tot the second table." Why he thought so I was at 
a loss to conceive. He now gave it as his opinion, 
that " Akenside was a superiour poet both to Gray 
and Mason." 

Talking of the Reviews, Johnson said, " I think 
them very impartial : I do not know an instance of 
partiality." He mentioned what had passed upoff 
the subject of the Monthly and Critical Reviews, in 
tiie conversadon with wliich his Majesty had honoured 
him. He expatiated a little more on them this 
evening. " The Monthly Reviewers (said he) are 
not Deists; but they are Cbriatians with as little 
Christianity as may be ; and are for pulling down all 
eatabli^unents. The Critical Reviewers are for rmp- 

to nippoie that he toU his story in his ovn wire; and it is certain 
that A« was not *a very sturdy moralist' " lliis expUnation >[>- 
pears to me vmy satisfactory. It is, hovevcr, to be observed, that 
the story told by Johnion does not rest solely upon my tecocd of 
his conversBtiaQ ; for he himself has published it in his life of 
HamTDODd, where he says, " the manuscript of Shiels is now in 
my posseeiioD." Very probably fae had trusted to Sbiels's word, 
aiKt nerc^lBaked at it bo as lo compare it with " The Idies of the 
Poets," upibUshed under Mr Cibbet'a name. What became Of 
that manuscript I blow not. I should have liked much to examine 
it. r suppose it was throwu into the fire in that hopetuous com. 
hnstim of papers, which Johnson I think rashly executed, wken 
moribandui. 
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porting the ctmstitution botli in cturcb tatd state.* 
The Critical BeTiewers, I believe, often review with- 
out reading the books through ; bat lay hold of a 
topick, and vrite chiefly from their own minds. The 
Monthly Reviewers are duller men, and are glad to 
Mad the books through." 

He talked of Lord Lyttelton'e extreme anxiety as 
an autJiour ; observing, that " he was thirty years in 
prefiuing his Hiatory, and that he employed a man 
to puint it for him; as if (landing) another man 
cmud fcaat his sense better fitan himsdf." Hr. 
Murpky said, he usdeistood hia history was kept 
bade sereral years fiir few of Smollett Johnson.^ 
" Thia seems strange to Murphy and me, who neveF 
felt tliat anxiety, but sent what we wrote to the prMv 
and let it take its ehance." Mhh. Thru.b. " The 
time has been, sir, wtien you felt it." Jobnson. 
" Why really, madam, I do sot recollect a time when 
that was the case." 

Taking of " The Spectator," he said, " H h 
wonderful that there is audi a pn^ortion of bad 
papers in the half of tbe wt^k wliich was not written 
by Addison ; for there was all the world to write that 
half, yet not i^kalf of that half is good. One of the 
■ finest pieces in the English ianguage is tite p^»er an 
Novelty, yet we do not hear it telked of, ft was 
written by Grove, a dissenting teacher." He would 
BOt, I perceived, call him ^clergyman, though he was 
caiulid enou^ to allow very great merit to h^ com- 
position. Mr. Murphy said, he remembered when 
there were several people alive in London, who en- 
joyed a considerable reputation merely from having 
written a paper in " The Spectator," He ipentiooea 
particularly Mr. Tnce, who Uied to frequBht Tom's 
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, co&e-hoijBe, " But (said Johnson) you must con- 
idder how highly Steele apeabs of Mr. Ince." He 
would not aUow tiiat the paper on caTrying a boy to - 
trave], signed Philip Homeored, which was reported 
to be written by the Lord Chancellor Hardmcli«, 
had merit. He said, " it wai quite vulgar, and bad 
nothing luminous." 

JohneOD mentioned Dr. Barry's' SjBiein of FhyBick. 
" He waa a man (eaid he) who baa arauired a high 
reputation in Dublin, came over to England, and 
broaglit his reputation with him, but bad iwt great 
enccees. His notion was, that pulsation occasions 
death by attrition ; and that, tJierefcve, the way to 
{H'uerve life is to retard pulsation. But we know that 
pulBaUoo is strongest in in&nts, and that we increase 
in growth while it operates in its regular course ; m 
it cannot be the cause of destruction." - Sochi after 
this, be said something very flattering to Mrs. Thrale, . 
which I do not recollect; but it concluded with 
willing her long life. " Sir (said I), if Dr. Barry's 
STsteitt be true, you hare now shortened Mrs. Thrale'g 
life, perhaps, some minutes, by accelerating her 
golsation." 

On Thursday, April 11, I dined with him at 
General Faoli's, in whoae house I now redded, and 
where I had ever afterwards the honour of being 
'entertained with the kindest attention as his constant 
guest, while I was in London, till I had a house of 
my own there, il mentioned my haiing tliat mora- 
jng introduced to Mr. Garrick, Count Neni, a 
Flemish nohlenum of great rank and fortune, to 
whom Garrick talked of Abel Dmgger as a tnmli 
part; and related, with pleasant ranity, that a 
rrmdinian who had seen hun in one of his low cha- 
racters, exclaimed, "Comment! Je tie le erois pat. 

I mt Eihnwd Btarjy BHODct 
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Ce n'est pat Montiear Garrick, c* grand homme!" 
Caxridt added, with an appearance of grave recoilec- 
tion, " If I were to begin life ag^u, I think I should 
not ptar those low characters." Upoo which I 
ebeerved, " Sir, you would be in the wrong; for 
your great excellence is your variety of juaying;, 
your representing so well characters so vaej dif- 
ferent." JoHMSoN. " Garrick, sir, was not in 
earnest in what he said ; for, to be sure, his peculiar 
exceUence is hie variety; and, perhaps, there is not 
any one character which has not been as well acted 
by sranebody else, as he could do it.'' Boswbll. 
" Why then, sir, did he talk so?"' Johnson. "Why, 
dr, to make you answer aa you did.'' Bosweli,. 
" I don't know, ur ; he seemed to dip deep into his 
mind ftyr the reflection." Johnson. " He had not 
tar to dip, sir: he had said the same thing, probably, 
twenty tunes before." 

' Of a nobleman raised at a rery early period to high 
office, he said, " His parts, sir, are pretty well for a 
Lord ; but would not be distinguished in a man who 
had nothing else but his parts." 

A journey to Italy was still in his thoughts. He 
sud, " A man who has not been in Italy is always 
conscious of an inferiority, from his not naring seen 
what it is- expected a man should see. The ^land 
object of travelling is to see the shores of the Medi- 
terranean. On those shores were the four great 
Empires of the world ; the Assyrian, the Persian, the 
Grecian, and the Roman. — All our religion, almost 
all our law, almost all our arts, almost all that sets 
us above savages, has come to us from the shm*e8 of 
Jhe Mediterranean." The General observed, that 
"The Mediterranean would be a noble subject 
for a poem." 

We talked of translation. I said, I could not define 
it, nor could I think: of a similitude to illustrate it ; 
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but diat it mpeared to me the traoslation of poetiy 
could be otuf imitation. Johnson. " You may 
translate books of ecience exactly. You may also 
translate histoiy, in so far as it ia not embetliehed with 
oratory, which is poetical. Poetry, indeed, cannot be 
trsnalated; and, therefore, it is the poets that pre- 
serre languages; for we would not be at the trouble 
to learn a language, if we could have all that is written 
in it just as well in a translation. But as the beauties 
of poetry cannot be preserved in any language except 
that in which it was originally written, we learn t£e 
language." 

A gentleman maiotuned that the art of printing 
had hurt real learning, by disseminating idle writings. - 
~>TaHNSON. " Sir, if it had not been for the art of 
printing, we should now have no learning at all ; for 
books would have , perished bster than they could 
hare been transcribed." This obiervatioa seems not 
just, considering for how many ages boolis were pre- 
served by writing alone.' 

The same gentlemab maintained, that a general 
difiWoa of knowledge among a people was a dis- 
advantage; for it made the vulgar nse above their 
humble sphere. Johnson. " Sir, while knowledge 
is a distifiction, those who are possessed of it will 
naturally rise above those who are not. Merely to 
read and write was a distinction at first ; but we see 
when reading and writing have become general, the 
oommOQ peoide keep their stations. And so, were 
higher attainments to become general, the effect 
would be the same." 

I [The sutboar did nM ncdlect that of th« booki picHrred 
dujd an infinite uumbei vas lost) aH were coDSned to two 
languiBM. In modem times and modern langii«K™i Tiutee and' 
Italy Jone produce more boots in a jpven time than Greece and 
Rome; put England, Spain, Otimanj, and ibe Nottheni king, 
doma out of the ijuotion. B.) ' 
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"GoIdsmiUi (be sud) referred erery thing to ?aaity; 
his Firtues, and hia noes too, were from tbot motive. 
He wae not a social man.- He never exchanged mind 
with f ou." 

We speat the evening at Mr. Hoole's. Mr. Mickle, 
the excellent translator of " The Lusiad," was there. 
I hare presen-ed little of the conversation of this 
evening. Dr. Johnson Bud, " Thomson had a true 
poetical genius, the power of viewing everv thing in 
A poetical light. His fault is such a cloud of words 
sometimes, that tlie sense can hardly peep through. 
Shiels, who compiled ' Cibber'6 Lives of the Poets,' ' 
was OBe day sitting with me. I took down Thomson, 
and read aloud a large portion of him, and then 
asked, — Isnot this fine? Shiela having expressed the 
highest admiration. Well, ur (said I), I have omitted 
every other lizie." 

I related a dia]>ate between Gol^mith and Mr. 
Robert Dodsley, one day when they and I were dining 
at Tom Daviea's, in 1762. Goldsmith asserted, that 
there was no poetry produced in this a^. Dodsley 
Mipealed t« his own Collection, and maintained, that 
uongh you could not find a palace like Dryden's 
" Ode on St. Cecilia's Day," you had villages com- 
posed of very prettr houses ; and he mentioned ptu-- 
ticularly " The Spleen." Johhsom. " 1 think 
Dodaley gave up the question. He and Gold^ith 
said the same thing; only he said it in a softer 
manner than Goldimith did; for he acknowledged 
that there was no poetry, nothing that towered above 
the common mark. You may find wit and humour 
in verse, and yet no poetry. ' Hudibraa' has a pro- 
fusion of these ; yet it is not to be redumed a poem. 
' The Spleen," in Dodsley's collection, on which you 
say he chiefly rested, is not poetry." Boswell. , 

1 See ante, NMe, p. 888, &c 
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" Does not Gray's poetry, 'sir, lower Attn the com- 
mon marJc?" Johnson. " Yet, eir; but we mast 
attend to the difiereDce between what men in general 
cannot do if they would. And what erery man may 
do if he would. Sixteen- string Jack' towered aboye 
the common mark." BosncLL. "Then, sir, what Is 
poetry?" Johnson, "Why, sir, it is much easier 
to say what it is not. We all knav what light is ; 
but it is not easy to tell what it is." 

On Friday, April 12, I dined with him at our 
friend Tom Davies's, where we met Mr. Cradockj of 
X>eicest«rfihire, authour of " Zobeide," a tragedy ; 
a very pleasing gentleman, to whom my friend Dr. 
. Farmer's very excellent Essay on the Learning of 
<Shakq>eare is addressed ; and Dr. Hsrwood, who has 
written and published varioua works ; particularly a 
fontwtical translation of the New Testament, in nio- 
dxsta fbnae, mid with a Socinian twist. 

I introduced Aristotle's doctrine in his "Art of ■ 
Poetry," of "the xaSccDinf raw «aftj/x«rai>',the purging 
of the paaiatmBy' as the purpose of tragedy.* "But 
Imw are the passions to be purged by terrour apd 
pity }" (said I, with an assumecTair of ignorance, t« 
incite him tO'talk, for which it was often necessary 
to employ smne address). Johnson. "Why, sir, 
you are to ctmsider what is the meaning of purging 
ID the original sense. It is to expel impurities fi^om 
the human body. The mind Is subject to the same 
inperfection. The pasaiona are the great movers of 
hnman actions ; but they are mixed with such iw- 
' |Hiritiefl, that it is necessary they should be purged 

1 A Doud UgbmTinu, who afta harujg been teveai diaa 
tiJed and acqoitted, wu M but hanged. He waa jcmaikable pt 
fopperyin hu drew, and parUcularlv for wearing a bunch of ax- 
t«n strings at the kaees a hit breeuies. 

9 Set an ii^anious Esuy on this nibjccl b; the 1n^ Dr. Moor, 
Greek pnfatoT at aia*go>. 
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or refilled by meanB of temmr and pity. For in- 
Btance, araliition is s noble passion; but by seeing 
upon the stage, that a. man who is so escessivelr ain- 
bitiouB as to raise himself by injustice, is punished, 
we are terrified at the fetal consequences of such a 
pasutm. Id die same manner a certain degree <€ 
resentmrat is necessary; but if we see that a man 
camea it too fer, we pity the object of it, and are 
taught to moderate that passion." My record upon 
this occasion does great injustice to Johnson's ex- 
pression, which was so forcible and brilliant, that 
Mr. Cnulock whispered me, " O that his words were 
written in a book I" 

I observed the great defect of the tragedy cf 
" Othello" was, that it had not a moral ; kr that no 
man ranild resist the circumstances of siupidoD 
which were artfully suggested to Othello's inuid. 
JoHNsoK. " In the first place, air, we leam from 
Othello this very useAil moral, not to make an on- 
e^ual match; in the second place, we leam not to 
yield'too readily to suspidon. The handfaerchief.is 
mraely a trick, though a very pretty trick ; but there 
are no other circumstances of reasonable suspicion, 
except what is related by lago of Cassio's warm ex- 
pressions concerning Desdemona in his sleep; and 
that depended entirely upon the assertion of one 
man. No, sir, I think Othello has more moral than 
almost any play." 

Talking of a penurious gentleman of our acquaint- 
ance, Johnson said, " Sir, be is narrow, not so much 
from avarice, as from impotence to spend his money. 
He cannot find in his neart to pour out a bottle 
of wine ; hut he would not much care if it should 
•our." 

He said, he wished to see " John Denni^s Cri- 
tical Works" collected. Danes said they would not 
•ell. Dr. Johnson seemed to think otherwise. 
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. Davies said i^ a veU known dramatick anttiaur, 
that " he UvoA upOB potted stories, and that he made 
hie way as Hannibal did, by rioeffar; hariag b^ua 
by attacking people, particularly the players." 

He reminded Dr. JohBirm of Mr. Mui^hy's havise 
paid him the highest compliment that ever was paid ' 
to a layman, by aslcing his pardon for repeating mme 
ftaths in the course of telling a statj- 

Johnson and I supped this evenmg at the Crewn 
and Andtor tavern, in company with Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, Mr. Laogton, Mr. Nairnc, now one of the 
Scotch Judges, with the title of Lord Dunsinan, 
and my very worthy friend. Sir William Forbes, of 
Fitslrgo. 

We discussed the qneatio'i whether drinking im- 
prored conversation and benevolence. Sir Joshua 
maii^tained it did. JoHNsotf. "No, sir: before 
dinner men meet with great inequality of under- 
standing; and those who are consdoue of their in- 
feriority, have the modesty not to talk. When they 
have drunk wine, every man feels himself happy, and 
loses that modesty, xod grows impudent and voci- 
ferous: but he IS not improved: he is only not 
seBsible of his defects." Sir Joehua said the Doctor 
was talking of the e&cts of excess in wine ; but that 
a moderate glass enliveaed the mind, by giving a 
proper drcutation to the blood. " I am (said he) 
in very good spirits, when I get up in the morning. 
By dmner-time I am exhausted; wine puts me in 
the same state as when I got up ; and I am sure that 
moderate drinking makes pe«{ue talk better." John- 
son. "No, sir; wine ^res not light, gay, ideal, 
hilarity; but tumultuous, nmsy, damorous teerri- 
ment. I have heard none of those drunken,— nay, 
dpuiAen is a coarse word, — none of those 'mnous 
Sights." Sir Joshva. " Because you hare sat I^ 
quite sober, and fat an envy rf the happiness of 
X I 
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tlioae who were drinkiDg-'' Johwsok. " Perbapa, 
contMDpt. — And, BIT, it is not necessuy to be -drunk 
one's self, to relisb tlie wit of dninkeaness. Do we 
not judge of the dnmken wit of tbe dialogue betveea 
lago and Cassio, tbe most excellent in its kind, when 
we are .quite sober ? Wit is wit, by whatever meaoa 
it is produced ; and, if good, will ajmear so at all 
times. I admit that the spirits are raised by drink- 
ing, as by the common participation of any pleasure : 
oodc-figbtJng, or bear-baiting, will raise the spirits 
of a company, as drinking does, tbougli surely they 
will not improve conversation. I also admit, that 
there are sane slu^ish men who are improved br 
drinking; as there are fruits which are not good till 
they are rotten. There are such men, but they are 
medlars. I indeed allow that there have been a very 
few men of talents who were improved by drinking; 
but I maintain that 1 am right as to the effects of 
drinking in gener^ : abd let it be consideced, that 
there is no position, however false in its universality, 
which is not true of some particular man." Sir 
William Forbes said, " Might not a man warmed 
with wine be like a bottle of beer, which is. made 
iMisker by being set befiore the £re ?" — •'" Nay (aud 
Johnson, laughing), I cannot answer that: that is 
ton much for me." 

I i^Merved, that wine did some people harm, by 
inflaming, confusing, and irritating their minds; 
but that the experience of mankind had declared in 
&7our of moderate drinking. Jobnson. " Sir, I do 
not say it is wrong to produce self-complacency by 
drinking ; I only deny that it improves the mind. 
When I drank wine, I scorned to drink it when in 
company. I have drunk many a bottle by inyself ; 
in the first place, because I had need of It to raise my 
siurits;' in the second place, because I would have 
nobody to witness its effects upon me." 
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He told us, "almost all his flaiublera were written 
just as they vere waoted for tbe press ; that he sent 
» cert^a portion of the copy of an essii}', and wrote 
tJie reuiunder, while the former part of it vaa 
printing. When it waa wanted, and' he had &irly 
§at dowB to it) be was sure it would be done/' , 

He Baid, that for general improvement, a man 
should I'ead whatever his immediate inclination 
prompts him to; though to be sure, if a man has s 
sdence to leam, he must regularly and resolutely ad- 
vance. He added, " what we read with iaclination 
makes a jnuch stronger impression. If we read with- 
out inclination, half the mind is employed in fixing 
the attention; eo there is but one half to be employ^ 
on what we read," He told us, he read Fielding's 
" Amelia" through without stopping. ' He said, " if 
a man begins to read in the middle of a book, and 
feels an inclination to go on, let him not quit it, to 
go>to the be^ning. He may perhaps not feel again 
the inclination." 

Sir Joshua mentioned Mr. Cumberland's Odes, 
which were just published. Johnson. "Why, mr, 
they would nav^ been thought as good as Odes com- 
monly are, if Cumberland had not put his name to 
■ them ; but a name immediately draws censure, unless 
it be a name that bears down every thing before it. 
Nay, Cumberland has made his Odes subsidiary to 
tbe feme of another man.* They might have ran 
well enough by themselves; but he has not only 
loaded them with a name, but has made them carry 
double." 

We talked of the Reviews, and Dr. Johnson spoke 



dWtttly lUowed K) little merit. 

a Mr.Roiniiey,thep«inter,wholi«»nowde8er<edlralrt]i»hed 
atu^ repntMiou. 
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at tfaem ai he did at Thrale's.* Sir Joshua eaid, 
trhat I hare often thonght, that he wtmdered to 
find 80 much good writing employed in them, ^hen 
the authours were to remain unlmolm, and so could 
not have ttie motive of fame. Johkson. " Nay, sir, 
those who write in them, write well in order to be 
paid well. " 

Soon after this day, he went to Batli with 'Mr. 
and Mra. Thrale. 1 had nerer seen that beautifnl 
city, and wished to take the i^tportunity of viaiti^ 
it, while Johnson was tiere. Having written to 
kim, I receired the following answer. 



" TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"Why do you talk of neglect?, When did I 
neglect you P If you will come ti> Bath, we shall all 
be glad to see you. Come, therefore, as soon as y«u 
can. 

" But I have a little business for you at London. 
Bid Francis look in the paper drawer of the chest of 
drawers in my bed-chamber, for two cases; one ftw 
the Attorney-General, and one for the Solidtor- 
GeaeraL Tney fie, I think, at the top of my ptqters ; 
otherwise they are somewhere else, and w>U gi,fe me 
' more trouble. 

" Please to write to me immediately, if they can 
be found. Make my compliments to aU our friends 
round the world, and to Mrs. Williams at home. 
" I am, sir, your. Sic 

"Sam. Johnson." 

" Search for the papers as soon as you (xm, tliat, if 

1 PigeSUcflhifTdanK, 
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it is neceisaiy, 1 may write to you again befbre you 
come down." 

On the 36th of AprU, I went to Bath ; and on my 
arriral at the Pelican inn, found lying for me an 
oUiging iDTitation AM>ni Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, by 
whom I was agreeably entertained almoet constantly 
during my stay. Tney were gone to the "rooms; 
biit there was a ktod Hate from Dr. Johnson, that he 
should sit at home all the evening. I went to him 
directly, and before Mr. and Mrp, Thrale returned, 
we had by ourselres some hours of tea-drinldng and 
talk. 

I shall group together such of his sayings-as I'pre- 
aerred during the few days that I was at Bath. 

Of a person who differed Irom hini in politicks, he 
said> " In priTate life he is a very honest gentleman ; 
but I will not allow him to be so in publick life. 
People may be honest, though they are doing wrong ; 
that is, between thev Muter and them. But we, 
who are suffering by their pernicious conduct, are to 

destroy them. We are sure that acts from 

interest. We know what his genuine principles 
were. They who allow their 'passions to confounij 
the distinctions hetween right and wrong are cri- 
mini^. They may be conrinced; but they have not 
oome honestly by their conriction." 

It baring been mentioned, I know not with what 
trath, that a certain female political writer, whose 
doctrines he disliked, had of late become rery fond 
of dress, sat hours together at her toilet, ana even 
put on rouge : — Johnson. " She is bettor employed 
at her toilet, than uung her pen. It is better she 
should be reddening her own cheeks, than blacken- 
ing other pe<^le's characters." 

He told us that "Addison wrote Budgell's papers, 
in the SpecUtor, at least mended them w much, that 
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he made them almost Iiia own ; and that Draper, 
Tonson's partner, assured Mrs. Johnson, that th« 
much admired Epilogue to ' The Distressed Mother,* 
which came out ia Budgelt'a name, was in reality- 
wiitteu hj Addison." 

"The mode uf gOTemmeut hj one may be ill 
adurted to a small sodet^, but is best for a great 
nabOD. The characteristick of our own govemment 
at preflent is imbedlity. The magistrates dare aot 
call the guards for fear of being hanged- The goarda 
will not come for fear of being given up to the blind 
rage of popular jurfes." 

Of the father of one of our iriends, he observed, 
^' He never clarified his notions, by filtrating them 
through other minds. He had a canal »poa faia 
wtate, where at one place the hank waa too low^-^ 
I dug the canal deeper," s^d he. 

He told me that " so long ago as 1718 be had 
read ' The Grave, a Poem,'' but did not like it 
much." I differed from him ; for thoi^h it is not 
equal throughout, and is seldom elegant^ correct, it 
abounds - in solemn' thought, and poetiw imagery 
beyond the common rea*^. The world has disced 
frwn him; for the poem has passed throu^ many 
editions, and is still much read by people of a serious 
cast of mind. 

A literary lady of large fortune was mentjoned, aa 
<me who did good to many, but by no means "by 

I I amaony iliatdia«aiBnonieiDoinoflbeRn«M]dIUibM 
Blau, die uithoui of this poem, He vu thenpRmiMtiv* of ihe 
aDcieni hmHj of Bliir, of Blur, in Aynhire, but the MUe bad 
dCKended to ■ fknale, and aftsTirsTds passed to the mid of her ho>> 
band by anothei mairioge. He irai minuter of die paiuh of 
Ath^tanefonl, where Mr. John Honieirai hii iim iwni i wthM 
it may truly be called cla^uck ground. Hia Km, who ii of the 
■ame name, and a man eminent nir talecta and learning, is ikow, 
with univenal applobation, Stdidtor-.geiieTal of Scotland. 
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stealth," and inet«ail of " bhiahing to find it feme/' 
act«d eridently from vanity. Johnson. " I ha»e 
seen no beings who do as much good from bene- 
Tolence, as she does from whatever motive. If there 
are such under tli'e earth, or in the douds, 1 wish 
they ^ovdd come up, or come down. What Soame 
Jenyns says upon tnis subject is not to be minded ; 
lie b a wit. No, sir ; to act from pure benevolence 
is not possible for finite beings. Human benevolence 
is mingled with vanity, interest, or some other 
motive." * 

He would not allow me to praise a lady then at 
Bath ; observiDg, " She does not gain upon me, 
sir ; I thiols her empty-headed.'' He was, indeed, a 
stem critick upon characters and manners. Even 
Mrs. Thrale md not escape his friendly animad- 
version at times. When he and I were one day en- 
deavouring to ascertain article by sa+icle, how one of 
nur friends could possibly spena as much money in 
bis ftmily as he told us he did, she interrupted us by 
a lively extravagant sally, on the expense of clothing 
his children, describing it in a very ludicrous and 
fiincifril manner. Johnson looked a little an^, and 
ssud, "Nay, madam, when you are declaiming, de- 
claim ; ana when vou are calculating, calculate." 
At another time, when she said, perfcaps affectedly, 
" I don't like to fly." Johnsok. " With your wings, 
madam, you must fly: hut have a care, there are 
clippers abroad." How very well *as this said, and 
how fully has e^ierience proved the truth of it ! But 
have they not clipped rather rudely, and gone a great 
deal closer than was necessary ? 

A gentleman expressed a wish to go and live 
tilree years at Otaheit*, or New Zealand, in order to 
obtain a fiill acquaintance with people, so totally 
different from Alt that we hare ever known, and be 
satisfied what prtre nature can do for man. John- 
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sou. " What could you leam, sir ? What can 
saFSges tell, but what they themselpes have seen? 
Of uie past; or the invisible, they can tell nothing. 
The iDhabitants of Otaheitg and New Zealand are 
not in a state of pure nature ; for it ia plain tbey 
broke off from some other people. Had they grown 
out of the ground, you might nave judged of a state 
of pure nature. Fanciful people may talk of a my- 
thology being amongst them; but it must be in- 
vention. They have once had religion, whidi has 
been gradually debased. And what account of their 
religion can you suppose to be learnt from sara^ ? 
Only consider, sir, our own state : our religion la in 
a, book ; we have an order of men whose duty it is to 
t«ach it, we hare one day in the week set apart for it, 
and this is in general pretty well observed : yet ask 
the first ten gross men you meet, and hear what they 
can tell of their religion." 

On [rfonday, Apnl 29, he and 1 made an excur- 
Mon to Bristol, where I was entertained with seeing 
him inquire upon the spot, into the authenticity of 
" Rowleif's poetry," as I had seen him inquire upon 
the spot ipto the authenticity of " Osaan's poetry.'.' 
George Catcot, the pewterer, who was as zealous for 
Rowley, as Hugh Blair was for Ossian, (I trust my 
Bererend friend will excuse the comparison), at- 
tended us at our inn, and with a triumphant air of 
lively simplicity called out, " I'll make Di;. JohnsoD 
a convert" Dr. Johnsoti, at his desire, read aloud 
some of Chatterton's fabricated verses, while Catcot 
stood at the back of hia chair, moving himaejf like a 
pendulum, and beating time with his feet, and now 
and then looking into Dr. Johnson's face, wondering 
that he was not yet convinced. We called on Mr. 
Barret, the surgeon, and saw some of the originait 
as they were called, which were executed very arti^ 
ficiolly ; but from a careful inspection of them, and & 
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consideration of tiie circumstances with whicli thej 
were attended, we were quite satisfied of the im- 
posture, which, indeed, has been clearly demonstrated 
from internal 'evidence, by several able criticks. ' 

Honest Catcot seemed to pay no attention what^ 
ever to any objectioos, but insisted, as an end of all 
controversy, that we should go with him to the 
tower of the church of St. Mary, Redcliff, and view 
tvith our own ei/es the ancient chest in which the 
raanuacripts were found. To this. Dr. Johnson 
good-naturedly agreed ; and though troubled with a 
shortness of breathing, laboured up a long flight of 
steps, till we came to the place where the wonderous 
chest stood. " There (said Catcot, with a bouncing 
confident credulity), there is the very chest itself." 
After this ocylar demonstration, there was no more to 
be paid. He brought to my recollection a Scofafh 
Highlander, a man of learning too, and who had seen 
the world, attesting, and at the same time giving his 
reasons for the authenticity of Fingal : — " I nave 
heard all that poem when I was young." — " Have 
you, sir ? Pray what have you heard ?" — " I have 
heard Ossian, Oscar, and every one trf'them." 

Johnson said of Chatterton, "This is the most 
extraordinary young man that has encountered my 
knowledge. It is wonderfiil how the whelp has 
written such things.". 

We were by no means pleased with our inn at 
Bristol. "Let us see now (said I), how we sliould 
describe it." Johnson was ready with his raillery. 
" Describe it, sir P — Why, it was so bad that Boswdl 
wished to be in Scotland!" 

■ After Dr. Johnson's return to London, I was se- 
veral times with him at his house, where I occasion- 
^y slept, m the room that had been assigned for me. 
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I dined with him at Dr. Taylor'a, at Geaenil Ogle- 
thorpe's, and at General Faoli'e. To avoid a tedious 
minuteness, I ah^ group together what I have pre- 
served of his converaation during this period aleo, 
without eped^Dg each scene where it passed, ex- 
cept one, which mil be found so remarkable as -c«r- 
txady to deserve a rerj- particular relation. Where 
the place or the persons do not contribute to the 
zest of the conversation, it is unnecessary to cu- 
cumber my page with mentioning them. To know 
of what vintage our wine is, enables us to judge of 
its value, and to drink it with more relish : but to 
have the produce of each vine of one. vineyard, in 
the same year, kept separate, would secve no pur- 
pose. To know that our wine (to use an adver- 
tising phrase), is "of the stock of an ambassadour 
lltely deceased," heightens its flavour: but it sigiii- 
ties nothing to know the Inn where each bottle was 
mice deposited. 

"Garrick (he observed) does not play the part of 
Areher in 'The Beaux Stratagem' well The gen- 
tleman should break out through the footman, whicli 
is not the case as he does it." 

" Where there is no education, as in savage txpu- 
tries, men will have the upper hand of women. 
Bodily strength, no doubt, contributes to this ; but it 
would be so, exclusive of that; for it is mind that 
always governs. When it comes to dry understand- 
ing, man has the better." 

"The little volumes entitled 'flespaWicr,' which 
are very well done, were a bookseller's work." 

" There is much talk of the misery which we cause 
to the brute creation ; but they are recompensed by 
existence. If they were not useful to man, and 
therefore protected by him, they would not be nearly 
so numerous." l.iis argtimeot is to be found in tlic 
able and benignant Hutditnsmt's "Moral Philosophy." 
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But the question ia, whether the aniiiuls who eadure 
auch sufferings of rarious kinde, for the service and 
mtertainment of man, woald accept of existence upon 
the terma on which they have it. Madame Serigoe, 
who, though she had many eujoyioents, felt with 
delicate seosibility the preralence of misery, compluns 
of the ^ask of existence having heen imposed upon 
her without her coasent. 

" That man is never happy for the present is so 
trae, that all his relief irom uahappiness is only tta- 
getting himself for a little while. Li& is a pr(^;re9S 
from want to wautj not &om enjoyment to enjt^- 
raent." 

" Though many men are nominally entrusted with 
'the administraUon of hospitals and other publick in- 
stitutions, almost all the good is done by one man, by 
whom the rest are driven on ; owing to confidence in 
him, and indoleoce in them." 

" lyord Chesterfield's Letters to his Son, I think, 
might be made a verv pretty book. Take ottt the 
immorality, and it ^oold be put in the hands of 
ev^y young gentleman. An elegant manner and 
easiness of behaviour are acquiTed gradually and im- 
perceptibly. Mo man can say ' I'll be genteel.' 
There are ten genteel women for one genteel man, 
because they are more restrained. A man without 
some d^ree of restraint is iusufierable; but we 
are all less restrained than women. Were a woman 
sitting in cpmpany to put out her legs before her aa 
moet men do, we ^uld be tempted to lack t]Mm in." 
No man was a more attentive and nice observer of 
behaviour in those in whose company he happened to 
be, than Johnson ; or however stiange it may seem 
to many, had a hi^er estimadon of its refinements. 
Lord Eliot informs me, that one day when Johnson 
and he were at dinner in a gentleman's house in 
London, upon Lord Chesterfield'i Letters being 



D,5,l;f..b,GOOgle 



tU THE urn or [I77ff- 

mentioiied, Johnami iurprised the company by this 
•entence; " Every man of any education would 
rather be called a rascal, than accused of defictencjr 
in the gracet." Mr. Gibbon, who was present, 
turned to a lady who knew Jt^nson wdl, and Jived 
much with him, and in his quaint manner, tapping 
his box, addressed her thus: "Don't yon think, 
madam (lotJdng towards Johnson), that among alt 
ynnr scquaintance you could find one exception P" 
The lady amiled, and seemed to acquiesce. 

."I kbA (stud he) Sharpe's Letters on Italy over 
sgwn, when I was at Bath. There is a great deal of 
matter in them." 

" Mrs. -Williams was aOgty that Thrale*s fiunilr 
did not send regularly to her every time they heard 
from me while I was m the Hebrides. Little people 
are apt to be jealous : but thev should not be jealous ; 
for they ought to conatdei^, Uiat snperiour attention 
will necessarily be paid to superiour fortune or rank. 
Two persons may hare equal merit, and on that ac- 
count may have an equal claim to attention ; but one 
of them may have also fortune and rank,, and so may 
have a double claim." 

Talking of his notes on Shakspeare, he s^d, " I 
despise those who do not see that I am right in the 
passage where as is repeated, and ' asses of great 
charge' introduced. That on ' To be, or not to he,' 
is disputable." * 

A gentleman, whom I found stting with him one 
morning, said, that in his o]^nion the character of an 
infidel was more detestable than that of a man noto- 



1 It may be observed, that Mr. Malone, in Hs vny valuable 
Cdidiin of ShaJi^eare, lias full]' vindicated Dr. JohnaoH fnim tbe 
idle cenniies which the tint of ihne notes has given liw to. Hie 
biterpietstion of the other pusage, irhich Dr. Jcdmson ilkiwi lo 
be dUputaHi, bt hu tiaaly ihewn to be enooeaiu. 
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riously guilty of an atrocious crime. I differed from 
him, because we are surer of tbeodioumess of die rate, 
than of theerrour of the other. Johhson. "Sir, I 
agree iritli him ; for the infidel vould be guil^ ol 
any crime if he Were inclined to it." 

" Many things which are &lse are transmitted 
from book to book, and gain credit in the worid. 
One of these is the cry against the evil of hixury. 
Kow the truth is, that lusury produces much good. 
Take the luxury of buildings in London. Does it 
not produce real advantage in the coBTeniency and 
elegance of accommodation, and this all from tlie 
exertion of industry? People will tell yoa, with a 
. melancholy &ux, how many builders are in gaol. It 
is plaiu they are in gaol, not for building; for rents 
tare not fallen. — A man gives half a guinea for a dish 
of green peas. How much gardening does this oc- 
casion f how many labourers ivust the competition to 
have such thiags early in thei, market keep in em- 
ployment? Vou will hear it! said, very gravely, 
' Why was not the half-guinea, thus spent in luxury, 
given to the poor? To how many might it have aT- 
forded a good meal.' Alas ! has it not gone to the 
induttrioTis poor, whom it is better to support than 
the idh poor ? You are" much surer tiat you are 
doing good when~ yoa pay money to those who work, 
as the recompense of tfteir labour, than when yougi'ne 
money merely in charity. Suppose the ancient luxury 
of a digh of peacock's brains were to be revJTed, how 
many carcasses Would be left to the poor at & cheap 
rate: and as to the rout that is made about people 
who are ruined by extravagance, it is no matter to 
the nation that some individuals suffer. When so 
much general productive exertion is the consequence 
of luxury, the nation does not care though there are 
debtors in gaol: nay, they would not care though: 
their creditors were there too." 
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The nnconiinon viTacity of General Oglethorpe's 
mind, and variety of knowledge, faaving gometinies 
made his conversation seem too desultory, Johnson 
observed, " Ogletborpe, sir, never completes what he 
has to say." 

He on the same account made a «milu remark od 
Patrick Lord Elibank: " Sir, there is nothing con- 
clushe in his talk." 

When I complained of having dined at a splendid 
table without hearing one sentence of conversatiixi 
worthy of being remembered, he said, " Sir, thra« 
seldom is any such conversation." Boswell. "Why 
then meet at table?" Johnson. "Why to eat and 
drink tt^ther, and to promote kindness,' and, sir, 
this is better done when there is no solid conversa- 
tion; for when there is, people differ in opinion, and 
get into bad humour, or some of the company who are 
not capable of such conversation, are left out, and feel 
tbemeelvea uneasy. It was for this reason. Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole said, he always talked bawdy at his table, 
because in t^t all couM join." 

Being irritated by hearing a gentleman ask Mr. 
Levett a variety of questions concerning him, when 
he WB8 sitting by, he broke out, " Sir, vou have but 
two topicks, ^ouiself and me. I am sick of both." 
" A man (said he) should not talk of himself, nor 
much of any particular person. He should take 
care not t« be made a ]nwerb; anA, therefore, 
should avoid having any one topick of vhidi people . 
can say, ' We shall hear him upon it.' There was a 
Br. Oldfield, who was always talking of the Duke i^ 
Marlborough. He came into a coffee-house one day, 
and told that his Grace had spoken in the House of 
Lords for half an hour. 'Did fae indeed speak for 
. half an hour P' (said Belchier, the surgeon). — ' Ye^' 
— ' And what did he say of Dr. Oldfield ?'—' Nothing." 
— ' Why then, sfir, be was very ungrateful ; for Dt. 
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OMiield could not hare spoken for a quarter of an 
of an liour, without sayiag aomething of him." 

" Eyery man is to take exiatence ou the terma o& 
irhich it is girea to him. To some men it is given, 
on condition of not taking libertiea, which other 
men may take without much harm. One may drink 
wine, and be nothing the woree for it ; on another, 
vrine may have effects ao inflammatory as to injure 
him both in body and mind, and perhaps make him 
commit something for whidi he may deaerre to be 
hanged." 

" Lord Hailes'9 ' Annals of Scotland' have not diat 
painted form which is the taste of this age; but tt is 
a book which will always sell, it has such a stability 
of dates, such a certainty of facta, and such a pono- 
tuality of citation. I never before read Scott^ hi-' 
story with certainty." 

I asked him whether he would advise me to read 
the Bible with a commentary, and what commentaries 
he would recommend. JoHNSoif. " To be sure, sir, 
I would have you read the Bibli with a commentarr; 
and I would recommend Lowth and Patrick on the 
Old Testament, and Hammond on the New." 

During my stay in London thia spring, I solicited 
his attention to another law case, in which I was en- 
mged. In the course of a contested election for the 
Borou^ of Dumfermline, which I attended as one of 
my friend Colonel (afterwards Sir Archibald) Camp* 
bell's counsel; one of hia political agenta, who was 
charged with having been un&ithful to hie employer, 
and having deserted to the opposite party for a pe^ 
cuniary reward — attacked very rudely in a newa- 
puier the Reverend Mr. James Thomson, one of t]]e 
mmisters of that place, on account <^ a supposed al- 
lusion to him in one of his sermous. Upon this the 
minister, on a subseqoent Sund^, arraigned him b^ 
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name from the pulpit with some severity; and the . 
agent, after the sermou was over, rose up and asked 
the minister aloud, " What liribe he had receired for 
telling so many lies from the chair of rerity." I was 
present at this very extraordinary sceoe. The person 
arraigned, and his father and brother, who also had a 
share both of the repipof &om the pulpit, and in the 
retaliation, brought as action against Mr. Thomson, 
in the Court of Session, for debmation and damages, 
and I was one of the counsel for the reverend de- 
fendant. The Liberty of the puipit was our great 
ground of defence ; but we argud also on the pro- 
vocation of the previous attack, and on the instant 
retaliation. The Court of Session, however — the 
fifteen Judges, who are at the same time the Jiur, 
decided against the' minister, contrary to my humble 
opinion ; and sever^ of them expr^sed tnemselres 
with indignation against him. He was an aged gen- 
tleman, formerly a military chaplaJo, and a man of 
Iiigh spirit and honour. Johnson was satisfied that 
tlie judgement was wrong, and dictated to me the fol- 
lowing argument in conmtation of it : 

" Of the censure pronounced from the puljnt, our 
determination must be formed, as in other cases, by 
a consideration of the act it«elf, and the particular 
circumstances with which it is invested. 

" The right of censure and rebuke seems neces- 
sarily appendant to the pastoral office. He, to whom 
the care of a congregation is entrusted, is considered 
as the shepherd of a flock, as the teacher of a school, 
as the father of a family. As a shepherd tending not 
his own sheep, but those of his master, he is answer- 
able for those that stray, and that lose themselves by 
straying. But no man can be answerable for losses 
which he has not power to prevent, m for vagrancy 
which he has not authority to restrain. 
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" As B teacher ^ving inetruction for wages, wtd 
liable to reproach, if thoae whom he undertakes to in- 
form make no proficiency, he must have the power of 
enforcing attendance, of awakening negligence, and 
repressing contradiction. 

" Aa a father, he possesses the paternal authority 
of admonition, rebuke, and punishment. He canno^ 
without reducing his office to an empty name, be 
hindered from the eserdse of any practice necessary 
to stimulate the idle, to reform the Ticious, to checK 
the petulant, and correct the stubborn. 

" if we inquire into the practice 6f the primitive 
church, we shall, I believe, find the ministers of the 
word exercising the whole authority of thia com- 
plicated character. We shall find them not only en- 
coura^ng the good by exhortation, but terri^^g tlte 
wick^ by reproof and denunciation. In &e earlieet 
ages of the Courch, while religion was yet pure from 
secular advantages, the punishment (n sinners was 

Sublick censure, and open penance ; penalties in- 
icted merely by ecclesiastical authority, at a time 
while the church had yet no help from the cirll 
power; while the hand of the magistrate lifted only 
the rod of persecution j and when govemours were 
ready to a^ird a refuge to all those who fled from 
clerical authority, 

" That the Cnurch, therefore, had once a power id 

giblick censure is evident, because that power was 
equently exercised. That it borrowed not iU poweK 
jrom the civil authority is likewise certain, because 
dvil authority was at that time its enemy. 

" The hour came at length, when after three hun- 
dred years of struggle and distress. Truth took pos- 
session of imperial power, and the civil laws lent their 
aid to the ecclesiastical constitutions. The magistrate 
from that time co-operated with the priest, and 
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clerical Gentences were made eflicaci<niB by secular 
force. But tlic State, wlien it came to the asaiBtauce 
of the Church, had no intention to diminish its aa- 
thority. Those rebukes and those censures which 
i/nre lawful before, were lawful still. But they had 
hitherto operated only upoa voluntary submission. 
The refractory and contemptuoss were at first in no. 
danger of temporal severities, except what theymieht 
suffer from the reproaches of conscience, or the de- 
testation of their fellow Christians. When religion 
obtained the support of law, if admonitions and cen- 
sures had no eifect, they were seconded by the 
magistrates with coerdon and punishment. 

" It therefore afroears from ecclesiastical hist^, 
that the right of inflicting shame by publick censure 
has been always considered as inherent in the Church ; 
and that this right was not conferred by the civil 
power; for it was exercised when the civil power 
operated against it. By the civil power it was never 
taken away; for the Christian magistrate interposed 
his (^ce, not to rescue sinners from censure, but to 
supply more powerful means of refonnatiou ; tn add 
pain wh^re shame was insufficient; and when meo 
were proclaimed unworthy of the society of the &itb- 
fiil, to restrain them by imprisonment^ from spread- 
ing abroad the contagion of wickedness. 

" It is not improbable that from this acknowledged 
power of publidt censure, grew in time the prsc 
tice of auricular confes»on. Those who dreaded 
Uie blast ofpuhlick reprehension were willing to sub- 
mit themselves to the priest, by a private accusatioa 
of themselves; and to obtain a reconciliation with 
the Church by a kind of clandestine absolution and 
invisible penance ; conditions with which the priest 
would, in times of ignorance and comiptjon, easily 
comply, as they increased his influence, by adding 
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the knowledge of aecret ains to that of notorious of- 
fences, and enlareed his authority, by' making him 
the wle arbiter of the terms of recondlcment. 

" From this bondage the Reformation set us free. 
The minister has no longer power to press int<> the 
retirements of conscience, to torture us by inter- 
rogatoricH, or put himself in possession of our secrets 
and our lives. But though we have thus controlled 
his usurpations, his just and original itower remains 
unimpaired. He may still see, though he may not 
pry: he may yet liear, though he may not question. 
And that knowledge which his eyes and ears force 
upon him it is still his duty to use, for the benefit of 
Ills flock. A father who lives near a wicked neigh- 
bour, may forbid a son to Avquent his company^ A 
ininiater who has in his congregation a man of open 
and scandalous wickedness, may warn his parishioners 
to shun his conrersation. To warn them is not only 
lawful; but not to warn them would be criminal. 
He may warn them one by one in friendly x»nverse, 
<ir by a parochial visitation. But if he may warn 
each man singly, what shall forbid him to warn them 
all together? Of tliat which is to be made known to 
all, how is there any difference v^ether it be com- 
muuicated to each smgly, or to all together ? What 
is known to all, must necessarily be publick. Whether 
it shall be paUick at once, or publick by degrees, is 
the only question. And of a sudden and solemn 
publication the impression is deeper, and the warning 
more effectual. 

" It may easily be urged, if a minister be thus left 
at liberty to delate sinners from the pulpit, and to 
publish at will the crimes of a parishioner, he may 
often Uaat the innocent, and distress the timorous. 
He may be suspicious, and condemn without evidence ; 
he may be rash, and judge without examination ; he , 
may be severe, and treat sJight ofiences with too much 
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hanbneia ; be may be maligaant and partial, and 
. gratify his private interest or resentment under the- 
shelter of his pastoral character. 

" Of all this there is possibility, and of all this 
there is danger. But if po^bility of evil be to ex- 
dude good, DO good ever can be dose. Jf nothiog is 
to be attempted in which there is danger, we must all 
sink into hopelega inactivity. The .evils that may be 
feared frOm this practice arise not from any defect 
in the institution, but from the infirmities of human 
nature. Power, in whatever hands it is placed, will 
be sometimes improperly exerted ; yet courts of law 
must judge, though they will sometimes judge amiss. 
A fataer must instruct nis children, though he biBi- 
self may often want. instruction. A minister must 
censure sinnere, though his censure may be sometimes 
erroneous by want of judgement, and sometimes un- 
just by want ofhonesty. 

" It we examine the circumstances of the present 
case, we shall find tlie sentence neither erroneous nor 
unjust; we shall find no breach of private confidenoe, 
no intrusion into secret transactions. The fact was 
notorious and indubitable ; so easy to be proved, that 
no proof was desired. The act was base and trea- 
cherous, the perpetfafJOQ insolent and open, and the 
example natiually mischievous, llie minister, how- 
ever, being ^tired and recluse, had not yet heard 
what was pid)licklr known throughout the pari^; 
)cca8ion of a I 



and on occasion of a publick election, warned his 
people, according to his duty, aednst the crimes 
which publick elections frequenOy produce. His 
warning was .felt by oUe of his parishioners, as 

Sointed particularly at himself. But instead of pro- 
udng, as might be wished, private compunction and 
immediate reformation, it kindled only rage and re- 
sentment. He charged his minister, in a publick 
paper, with sc^aJ, defamation^ and felsehood. The 
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siinuter, thus reproached, had his own character t» 
nndicate, opon frhich hii pastoral authority nnut 
neceasarilf depend. To be chained with a debmatory 
lie !fl an injurr which do man patiently endures in 
cnoimon life. To be charged with polluting the pas- 
toral office with scandal and felsehood, was a. Tiolatitm 
of character still more atrocious, aa it affected not 
only his persima! but his clerical veracitv. Hia in- 
dignati(Hi naturally rose in proportion to nis honesty, 
and with all the fortitude of injured honesty, ho 
dared this calumniator in the church, and at once 
exonerated himself from censure, and rescued his fl^clc 
from deception and from danger. The man whom he 
accuses pretends not to be innocent; or at least onlr 

Eretends; for he declines atrial. 'EJie crime of which 
e is accused has frequent opportunities and ^rong 
temptations. It has already spread &r, with much 
depravation of pri»ate morals, and much injury to 
publick happiness. To warn the people, therefore, 
against it was not wanton and officious, but necessary 
uid pastoral. 

" What then is the feult with which this worthy 
minister is charged ? He has usurped no dominion 
over conscience. He has exerted no authority in 
support of doubtful and controverted opinions. He 
has not dragged into light a bashful and corrigible 
sinner. His censure was directed against a breach 
<tf morality, against an act which no man justifies. 
The man who appropriated this censure to himself, ir 
evidently and notoriously guiltv. His consciousness 
^ his own wickedness incited hup to attack his faith- 
ful reprorer with open insolence and printed ac- 
cusations. Siich an attack made defence necessary; 
and we hope it will be at last decided that the means 
fif defence were just and lawful." 

When I read this to Mr. Buike, he was highly 
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fiemei, aiHi exclaimed, " Well ; he does his wwlc in 
a warlanao-like mtDoer." ' 

Mr. Thomaon wished to bring the ouise by q>peal 
before the House of L^rdg, but was dissuaded by the 
adrice of the noble person who lately presided so 
■bly in that Most Honourable House, and who was 
tbea Attomey<GeneraI. As my readers will do 
doubt be glad also to read tbe opoDiaB of this nniiiMit 
nan upon the same subject, I shall here insert it. 

Case. 
" There is herewith laid before you, 

" 1. PetitioD for the Reverend Mr. James Thom- 
son, minister of Dumfermline. 
" 2. Answers thereto. 
" 3. Copy of the judgement of the Court of 

Session upon both. 
" 4. Not«a of the opinions of the Judges, being 
Jhe reasons upon which their decree is 
grounded. 
" These p^rs you will please to peruse, and {pre 
your opinion, 

"Whether there is a probability of the abova 
decree of the Court of Session's being re- 
Tersed, !f Mr. Thomson should appeal from 
the same?" 

" I IMir'T think the toipesl advisaUe: not mlf 
because the value of the judgement is in no ctegnt 

- I A* > pnif it Tk. Jelmm^ (.Unu J uaif pnvrt <£ tmr 
mdllMi, k anesi fKm dw ori^nalmwiiMsipt i^tbii awOttt 

diMerUtioii, of wMil lu dicMMaihs Bnt ^ht pangntAa on tb* 
lOih of Ma3r, and the raminder on the ISth, tbat ihen are la ttw 
irbolc onlr •eno ooireetioni, or lUher miEOoiig, mi tbeat UN 
coDtlderable. Such vera al wx* Ae v^otcm wA aomnM 
• m ana t joni otiuu iriiad. ^ 
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adequate to the expense; but because there ore man^ 
(^aaces, that u^on the general compleKioB of the 
case, the impression will be taken tothediudvaDtage' 
of the appellant. 

" It IS impoBgible to approve the style of that ser- 
mon. But the complaint was not less ungracious 
from that man, who had behaTed so ill by his original 
libel, and, at the time, when he received the reproati 
he conplaiog of. In die last article, all the plaintifl^ 
Kre equally concerned. It struck me also with some 
wonder, that the Judges should think so much fervour 
apposite to the occaeioa of reproving the defendant 
for a little esceae. 

" Upon the matter, however, I agree with them 
in couderantng the behaviour of the minister ; and in 
thinking it a subject fit for ecclesiastical censure; 
and evenfbran action, if any individual ceuld qualify* 
a wrong, and a damage ansing (rota it. But this I 
doubt. The circumstance of publishing the reproach 
in a pulpit, though extremely indecent, and culpable 
in another view, does not constitute a different sort 
of wrong, or any other nile of law, than would have 
obtfuned, if the same woiAr had been pronounced 
elsewhere. I don't know whether there be anj dif- 
ference in the law of Scotland, in the detiliition of 
slander, before the Commissaries, or the Court of 
Session. The common law of England does not gtv* 
way to actions for every reproachful word. An 
action cannot be brou^ for general damages, upoa 
any words which import less than an offence cognis* 
able by law; consequently no action couJd have been, 
brought here for the words in question. Both lawt 
admit the truth to be a justification in action ysr 



in compltmenc to Norlh Britain, made uK ot a lerm of (he Scotch 
I»w, which to ui EngKih readBr m«y rnv"'" explMMion. Ti 
qutHfs B vm^i ia >• p^t Mil and MabB*li it. 
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iBordt; and the law of 'England doey the same in 
ictiont for libels. The judgement, therefore, seems 
to ne to have been wrong, in that the Court repelled 
that defence. 

" E, Thoiiij>w." 

I am now to record a very curione inrident in Dr. 
Johnson's Life, which fell under my own observation ; 
of which pan magna Jiti, and which I am per- 
suaded will, with the liberal-minded, be much to his 
credit. 

MydeSire of being acquainted with celebrated men 
of every description, had made me, much about the 
same tune, obtain an introduction to Dr. Samuel 
Johnson and to John Wilkes, Esq. Two men more 
diferent could perhaps not be selected out of all man. 
kind. T^ey had even attacked one another with 
■one asperity in their writings ; yet I lived in habits 
of friendship with botli. I could fully relish the ex- 
cellence of each ; for I have ever delighted is that in- 
tellectual chymistry, which can separate good qualities 
from evQ in the same person. 

i^ir John Pringle, " mine own friend and my father's 
fnend," between whom and Dr. Johnson I in \taa 
visbed to establish an acquaintance, as 1 respected 
and lived in intimacy with both of them, observed to 
me once, very ingeniously, " It is not in friendship as 
in mathematicha, where two things, each equal to a 
third, are equal between themselves. You agree 
with Johnson as a middle quality, and you agree with 
me as a middle quality; but Johnson and I should 
not wree." Sir John was not sufficiently flexible; 
so I desisted ; knowing, indeed, that the repul»0D 
was equally strong on the part of Johnson ; who, I 
know not from what cause, unless his being a Scotch- - 
roan, had funned a very erroneous opinion of Sir 
John. But I conceived an irresistible wislij if pos^ 
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sifale, to bring Dr. Johnaon and Mi. Wilkes tagethu. 
How to manage it, was % nice and difficult matter. -. 

My worthy bmJcMilereand friends. Messieurs Diilr 
>B the Poultry, at whose faoqtitable and well-corered 
table I hare seen a greater number of literary tnea 
than at any other, except that of Sir Joshua Rey- 
OtAAi, bad lurited me to meet Mr. Wilkes and soma 
more gentlemen on Wednesday, May 15. " Pisy, 
(said I), let us ha?e Dr. Johnson." — " What with 
Mr. Wilkes ? not for the world (said Mr. Edward 
Dilly): Dr. Johnson would never forgive me." — ■ 
" Crane (said I), if you'll let me negotiate for you, I 
will be answerable that all sbaJl go well." Dilly. 
" Nay, if you will take it upon you, I am sure I shall 
be Tery happy to see them both here." 

Notwithstaudiog the high veneration which I en< 
tertained For Dr. Johnson, I was sensible that he was 
sotnetimea a little actuated by the spirit (^ contra 
diction, lod by means of that I hoped I should gun 
my point. I was persuaded that if I had come upen ■ 
htm with a direct prcmosa), " Sir, will you dine in 
company with Jack Wilkes?" he would have flown 
into a pasMOD, and would probably have answered, 
'' Dine with Jack Wilkes, sir ! I'd as soon dine with 
Jade Ketch."' I therefore, while we were sitting 
quietly by ourselves at bis boose tn an evening, took 
occasion to open my plan thus ; — " Mr. Dilly, air, 
sends his rei^ectfiil «nnplim«it9 to you, and would 
be happy if you would dohim the honour todinewitli • 
kim on Wednesday next al<Hig with me, as I must 
aoon go to Scotland." Johnson. " Sir, I am oUiged 
te Mr. Dilly. I will wait upon him—" Boswbll. 
" Prorided, sir, I suj^wee, tiiat the company which 
be H to hare, is agreeable to you." Johnson. " What 

I Thi« h« bean dreolatedu if actually wa I? J**"*"; "hen 
tht liulh it, it vu ffdy tupfOti t^ nw. 
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do you mean, air? What do you take nie for? Do you 
think I ua sr> ignorant of the vorM, as to ima^we 
that I am to prescribe to a gentleman what company 
he i» to have at his table ?" Boswell. " I beg youp 
pardon, sir, for wishing to prerent you from meeting 
people whom you might not like. Perhaps he may 
nave some of what he calls his patriotick friends wito 
him." Johnson. " Well, sir, and what then ? What 
care /for his juUriottck Jriendsf Poh !" Boswell. 
',' I should not be surprised to find Ja«k Wilkes 
there." Johnson. " Aid if Jack Wilkes should be 
there, what is that to me, sir? My dear friend, let us- 
have no more of this. 1 am sorry to be angry with 
you ; but really it is treating me strangely to talk to 
me as if I could not meet any company whatever, 
occado^ly." Boswell. " Pray forgive me, sir : I 
meant well. But you shall meet trhoeyer comes, for 
me." Thus I secured him, and toM Dilly that he 
would find liim very well pleased to be one of his 
guests on the day appointed. 

Upon the much expected Wednesd^, I called on 
him about half an hour before dinner, as I oRen did 
when we were to dine out together, to see that he 
was ready in time, and to accompany him. I found 
him buffeting his books, as upon a former occasion,' 
covered with dust, and making no preparatioti for 
going abroad. " How is this, sir? (said I). Don't 
you recollect that you are to dine at Mr. DiJly's?" 
Johnson. " Sir, I did not think of going to DiUy'a: 
it went out of my head. I have ordered dinner at 
home with Mrs. Williams." Boswell. " But, my 
dear air, tou know you were engaged to Mr. Dilly, 
and I told him so. He nill espect you, and will be 
tnucli disappointed if you don't come." Johnson, 
'' You must talk to Mrs. Williams about this." 



1 Sec i'. 293 of (Ilia yolunie- 
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Here was a sad dilemma. I feared that what 1 
ivas so confident I liad secured, wrnild yet be fhw- 
ts'ated. He bad accustjOmed himself to shew Mm. 
Williams such a degree of biimane attentioD, as fre- 
quently imposed some restraint upon him ; and I 
knew that if die should be obstinate, he would not 
stir. I hastened down stairs to the blind lady's room, 
and told ber I was Id great uneasiness, for Dr. John- 
sou bad engaged to me to dine this day at Mr. Dilly's, 
but that he had told me he had forgotten his engage- 
ment, and had ordered dinner at home. " Yes, sir, 
(said she, pretty peeviNl)ly)i Dr- Johnson is to diue 
at home.": — " Madatn (said I), his respect for you is 
such, that I know he will not leave you, unless you 
i^isolutely desire it. But as you hare so much of his 
company, I hope you will be good enough tuforego 
it ioT a day ; as Mr. Dilly is a very worthy man, has 
£requently had agreeable parties at his house for Dr. 
Johnson, and will be vesed if the Doctor neglects 
him to-day. And then, madam, be pleased to con- 
aider my situation ; I carried the message, and I as- 
sured Mr. Dilly that Dr. Johnson was to come ; and 
no doubt he has made a dinner, and invited a com. 

rny, and boasted of the honour he espected to hare, 
shall be quite dis^aced if the Doctor is not there." 
She gradu^y softened to my solicitations, which were 
certainly as earnest as most entreaties to ladies upon 
any occasion, and was graciously pleased to empower 
iqe to tell Dr. Johnson, " That all things considered, 
she thought he should certainly go." I flew back to 
bim, still in dust, and careless of what should be the 
event, " indifferent in his choice to go or stay;" but 
as soon as I had announced to him Mrs. Williams's 
consent, he roared, " Frank, a clean shirt," aad was 
yery soon drest. When I had him fciriy seated in a 
^adcney-coach with me, I exulted as much as a for- 
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tune-hunter wfao has got on betresa into a post^^juiw 
with hha to. set out for Gretna-GreeQ. 

When we entered Mr. Dilly's drawing-room, he 
fcund himself in the midst of a company he did not 
know. I kept myself snug sud silent, wittching how 
he would cwiduct himself. 1 obaerred him whi^}er'- 
ing to Mr. Dilly, " Who is that gentleman, sir?" — 
" Mr. Arthur Lee." — Johnson. " Too, too, too," 
(under his tavath), which was one of his habitual 
mutterings. Mr. Arthur Lee could not but be rery 
olmoxioua to Johnson, for he was not only a patriot 
bat an American. He was afterwards minister from 
the United States at the court nf Madrid. " And 
who is' the gentleman in tacei^' — " Mr. Wilkes, «a." 
This information Gon&unded him still mme ; he had 
Booe difficulty to restrain himself, and taking up a 
book, sat down upon a window-seat and read, or at 
least It^t hia eye upon it intently for some time, till 
be compoeed himaelf. His feelings, I dare say, were 
awkward enough. But he no doubt recollected his 
having rated me for supposing that he could be at all 
disconcerted by any eranpany, and he, tberefcve, re- 
M^utely set himself to behave quite as an easy man of 
the world, who coutd adapt himself at (mce to the di»- 
position and mannerB of those whixn he might chance 
to meet. 

The cheering sMmd of " Dinner is npott the taUe," 
disn^Ted his reverie, and we all sat down without 
any symptom of ill humour. There wwe present, 
besides Mr. Wilkes, and Mr. Arthur Lee, who was an 
M companion oi urine when be studied phynck at 
EcGnhui^h, Mr. (now Sir John) Miller, Dr. Lettsom, 
and Mr. Slater the druggist. Mr. WUkes ^xced 
Inmsetf next to Dr. Johnson, and behaved toUm with 
■o much attwidon and politeness, that he gEUned upon 
Itim insensibly. No man «at more h«utily than 
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Johneoii, or loved better what waa nh» and deticMc. 
Mr. Wilkes was very aeaiduouB in belping liim to 
some fine veal. " Fray give me leave, sir — It iq 
better here — A little of the brown — Some fet, sir— 
A little of the stuffing — Some gravy— Il«t me hav« ■ 
the pleasure of giving you some butter — Allow me 
to recommend a squeeze of this orange;— or the 
lemon, perha|is, may have more aest." — " Sir, sir, I 
am obliged to you, sir," cried Johnson, bowing, and 
turning his head to him with a look for some time of 
"surly cirtue,"' but^in a short while, of complacency. 
Foote being mentioned, Johnson said, " He is not 
a good mimick." One of Uie company added, " A 
merry Andrew, a buffoon," Johnson. " But he has 
ynt too, and is not deficient in ideas, or in fertility 
and variety of imagery, and not empty of reading ; 
he has knowledge enough to fill up his part. One 
epecies of wit he has in an eminent degree, that oi 
escape. You drive him into a comer with boA 
hands; but he's gone, sir, when you think you have 
got him— 4ike an animal that jumps over your head. 
Then be haa a great range for wit; .he never lets 
truth stand between him and a jest, and he is stane- 
times mighty coarse. Garrick is under many restraints 
from which Foote is free." Wilkbs. " Garrtck's wit 
is more like Lord Chesterfield's." Johnson, " The 
first time I was in company with Foote was at Fitc- 
herbert's^ Having no good opinion of the fellow, I 
was resolved not to be pleased ; and it is very difficult 
to please a man against his will. I went on eating 
my dinner pretty sullenly, affecting not tomind bitn. 
But the dog was so very comical, that I was obliged 
to lay down my knife and fork, throw myself back 
upon my chair, and fairly laugh it out. No, sir, h« 

1 JrfUJSMi'* " London, 11 Ftum," v. H5, , 
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ms irreeiBtible.' He upon one occasion experienced, 
in an extraordinary <U^ree, tbe efficacy of nis powers 
of entertaining. Amongst the many and TaHiwa 
modes wtiicli be tried of getting money, he became a 
partner with a small-beer brewer, and he was.tohave 
ft sbsre of tbe profits for procuring <iu9tomers amongst 
bis numerous acquaintance. Fitzherbert was one 
vho took his small-beer ; tmt it was so bad that the 
serrants resolved not to drink it. They were at some 
loss how to notify their resolution, being afraid of 
Offending their master, who they knew liked Foote 
much as a companion. At last they fixed upon a 
fittle black bov, irho was rather a favourite^ to be thei' 
deputy, and deliyer their remonstrance ; and baring 
invested him with tbe whole authority of tbe kitdien, 
lie was to iaffirtn Mr. Fiteherbert, in all their names, 
vptm a certain day, that they would drink Foote's 
tnall-beer no longer. On that day Foote happened 
to dine at Fitzherbert's, and this boy served at tid)Ie; 
ke was so delighted with Foote's st^Hies, and mer- 
riment, and grimace, that when be went down stairs, 
he told them, ' This is the finest man I have ever 
seen. I will not deliver your message. 1 wlU drink 
Ills small-beer.' " 

Somebody observed that Garrick could not have 
4one this. Wilkes. " Garrick would have made the 
amftll-beer still smaller. He is now leaving the 
stage; but he will play Scrub all his life." I knew 
that Johnson would let nobody attack Garrick but 
kimself, ta Garrick said to me, and 1 had heard him 
praise his liberality; so t« bring out his commendation 
of bis celebrated pupil, 1 said, loudly, " I have heard 
Garrick is liberal." Johnson. " Yes, sir, I know 
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tbat Gurick has girea away more money than any 
man in EagJand that I am acqu^ted with, aad that 
not from ostentatious views. Garrick was very poor 
Then he begaa life ; so whea he came to hare money, 
he probably was very imsldlful in giving away, and 
aaved when he should not. But Garrick began to be 
liberal as sooD<a9 b^ could; and I am of opinion, the 
reputation of ararice which be has had, has been 
very lucty for him, and prevented his having' many 
enemies. You despise a man for avarice, but dn nti 
hate him. Gai-ri<^ might have been much better 
attacked for living with more splendour than is suit- 
able to a player : if they had had the wit to have 
assaulted him in that qusffter, they might have, galled 
him Eowe. But they have kept daroouring about his 
avarice, which has rescued him irom much obloqay 
and envy." 

TalkiDg of the great difficulty of obtaining &u- 
thentick information for biography, Johnson told us, 
" When I was a yowng fellow I wanted to write the 
' Life of Dryden,' and in order to get materials, I 
applied to the only two persons then tdive who had 
seen him ; these were old Swinney, and old Cibber- 
Swinney's information was no more than this, ' That 
at Will's o^ee-house Dryden had a particular diatr 
fer himself, which was set by the fire in winter, and 
WHS then culled his winter-chair; and that it was 
carried oat for him to the balcony in summer, and 
wu then called his sununer-chair.' Gibber could tell 
TOO more but * Tbat he remembered him a decent <M. 
mas, whiter of critical disputes at Will's/ You ar» 
t» ctmsider that Cibber was then at a great distance 
from Dryden, had perhaps one leg only in the room, 
and durst not draw in the other." BoHweti.. " Yet 
Cibber waa a mao of observation?" Johnson. " 1 
think not." Bosw'ell." You will allow his 'Apology* 
V>he well done," Johhson. " Very well done, to be 
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Mire, sir. That book is astrikiog^pFoof of the justice 
of Pope's remark : 

' Euh might Iiu menl prorinee *iil connumd. 
Would «11 bat itoop to what th^ undeistoid.' " 



BoswBLL. " And his plays are good.'- 
" Yea ; but that was his trade ; I'esprit du corps; 
he had been aU (lia life among players and play- 
writera. I wondered that he had so little to say in 
GODversation, for he had kept the best company, and 
learnt all that can be got hy the ear. He abused 
Pindar to me, and then shewed me an ode of bis own, 
with an absurd couplet, making a linnet soar on an 
eagle's wing.' I told him that when the andents 
made a simile, they always made it like stHnething 

Mr. Wilkes remarked, that " among all the bold 
flights of Shakspeare's imagination, the boldest was 
making Bimam-wood inarch to Dunsioane ; creating 
a wood where there never was a shrub ; a wood in 
Scotland ! ha ! ha ! ha t" And iie also obserred, that 
" the clannish starery of the Highlands of Scotland 
was the single exception to Milton's remark of.' The 
Mountain Nympb, sweet Liberty,' being worshipped 
in all hilly countries." — " When I was at Inverary, 
(said he), on a visit to my old friend, Archibald, 
Duke of Argyle, his dependents congratulated me on 
being such a &FOurite of his Grace. I said, ' It is 
then, gentlemen, truly hicky for me; fw if I had 
diaple^ed the Duke, and he had wished it, theBe is 
not a Campbell among you but would have been ready 
to bring John WUIks^b head to him in a chargSE. 
It would have been only 

'Offwithbuheadl So roudi fbr ^yfeiiory.' 
I was then member for Aylesbury." 

I S«cVaLIf.pwel3. . 
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Dr. JtJmaon and Mr. Wilkes tdked of the con- 
tested passage in Horace's Art of Poetiy, " Difficile 
est propria commuma dicere." Mr. Wilkea, according 
to my note, gave the interpretation thus : " It is dif- 
ficidt to spe& with propriety of common things; as, 
if a poet had to speak of Queen Caroline drinking 
tea, he must endeavour to avoid the vul^rity of cups 
and saucers." But upon reading, my note, he teUs 
me that he meant to say, that " the word communia 
being a Roman law-term, s^ifies here things cont" 
muTtitjurif, that is to say, what have never yet been 
treated by any hody ; and this appears dearly &oni 
irhat followed, 

Becti^ Iliacum carnal iedudt In aetui 
Qiiim n pri^/iTTtt Igitola isdictaqa^ primia." 

You will easier make a tragedy out of the Iliad than 
on any subject not handled be^re.' Johnson. " He 

1 M; raj ptcuanl friend himwlf, at «dl ta odten sAo re- 
mefnier old Mtoriei, will no doubt be Burpriaed, vfaon I obaecvc that 
John WtOat here ihew* himself to be of the Wahbustohian 
School. It ia neTenbelesB true, oa sppean from Dr. Hutd the 
Biabop of Woieeatei'B vei; elegant 000111101(017 ""^ notes On Ilie 
'^ EpitUda ad Fiuma." 

It is neceenary to a fvr ccmBderAtion of the qittadoD, that the 
whole puaage io which the vmdg occui should be Ikqit in view: 



m^m^^Z 



" Si quid iiuxp. 

"^ Tnarimvam, ler 

tt JtU amittt. 
Difficile Mp^)priieon>mm:iadittre! tuqat 
BMiit Jfioctim carmm ieiiitit ta actut, 
Qadm Hpri^fimi igmlaimiUetagMeprimiu. 
PiiUea materia pHoaajmrit erO, A 
Ifon riraa vUtm patidumgiu moraherit orhan, 
Nk Mrhm verba mroMi ndderefidui 
Inierprti t nee de>Ul«> imiUrtor in arclum 
Unde ftdtm pro/em ftidar iWo* tut operii fcr." 

.. III. A A 
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tneanS'tbat it is difficult to appropriate to putioJar 
peraoDs qualities which are common ta all maiJdnd, 
as Homer has done." 

Ths " ConimeDtuT" thug illmtrmtes it: " Bat Hue IbitiiatiaQ f£ 

quiu nttf duracUri is ■ work af great difficulty and hanid. For 

' here there 19 no genenlly recHved snd Exed archttype to woA 

■ftec, but every oaejailgtt of common right, according to the tx.- 

' o of hii own idea ; therefore he advises to 

tneteri and lu^jtcl), puticuUcIj those mide 

d bf the plKtice <tf Homer and the Ejie 

The " Note" if 

" Difflcile EST pkopbie commviiia dicebx." Laabin't 
Comment >• " CoBwmma hoc loco apptUat Haratitit argumttla 
fibHlamm i nulla adhut tmctatai etHa, qua cuiviiexpodianail 
et In media quodiimmodopoiila, qaaii vaaia tt d oemiiK oecupiaa." 
And that this li the true meaning of OMHmiflto is endentlf fixed 
bf the wDidi ignola indidagitt, vbidi *i« espbmtot^ irf it; n 
that the sense given it in the cmnmentaiT i* unqoeilionaUy the 
li^t ooe. Yet, notwithtunding the dmaam i^dn caK, a hde 
cntick baa this ntsnge panige: ■' Ofjleib juidem c$tc prcprii 
eommunia dlcere, hoc at, maieriam vulgarem, nelam et i media 
pttitam, ita itnmutare atque exomare, ut noco ei icriptori propria 
vUtatuT, iiJfni eeruxdinuut et taaximi praculdabio poni^rii Uta 
tit abwrvatit. Sed ameibut nMngue coUatit, et (urn d^ffi(li^t IMn 
MRHti, torn jwiifii quatn ingmii raHoiie talatA, major viietttr- 
■eiie gloria fiiabun Jbrmart peniliti aonnn, quam peleran, at- 
auique mutotam, it mwo exIMere." (Poet. PneL v. il. p. IM). 
Where having first put ■ wrong crastrudiMi on the w«d com' 
mnaia, he em]ilo]n it to ioanduce m impeitineiit oritidon. For 
«h«r« doei the poet prefer the ^ory of ratting oU sabjeets to that 
ofiOTenting nev DDH? The cootraiy is implied in what he nrsei 
■boat the anpeliiNir difficult; of the latter, fhMn ahidi he dissiMdei 
hi* eountiymeD, ooljr in raqieet of their abilitiGi and ineiperieDee 
In these mutera ; and in order to cultivtts in them, wbldi is dte 
main vieWof the Epistle, aspirit of eonwtnm, by MpdiigthMa to 
the old EubjecD, treiC«l b; the Oteek writers. 

Pot my om pan (irith all deferawC for Di. Hard, «bo thiakB 
the £aie clear), leonndei the passage, " Difidle ul proprii com' 
mania dlctre," to be ■ emx for die criliiis on Benaca 

The eiphcBliDa wliidi my Lord of Worcester treats vilb so 

. much contempt, is imerlbeleei emmtomoed by authority whidi 

I find quotsd b7 the bamed Baxter in his e«CioD of Hoface, 
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Wilkes. " We have no City-Poet now : that is aa 

vffioe triiicfa has gone into dieuBei The last was El- 

*• jyificile ttt proprli commimla dicere, b. e. res T'llgsns discrtii 
verliia enanate, lel handle thenu cum dignitate tncuite. D^ffl- 
cite ttt CBtMaunet ret fropHit aeplkare jitrllt. Vet. SdioL" I 
waamiuh diufipdnud to Bad that the gnat critick. Dr. Boilleji 
h«s no note upon chia yay difficult pBuage, u from hia vigorou* 
and iHumuiatc mind I should hare expected to rccave more Uti*' 
&ction than I hare yet had. 

SauadOH that titatt oC it. " PropH^comntiHiia dictn i i^ett i 
dirr, qm'an'atpatitittieJlHineri cei pertrntnagti d'imaginatbMy 
det caracth-ti particuiieri it cefendant vraiiemtlablei. Comnt 
fOHaMkmaSlredcleifomieTliltgu'iMavoulH, fei/oulr* jm 
Ton fait e» ccia lont ntmat pardonneilet. C'eii povrqaoi Horace 
cmiwille de prendre toajtmri det tajeii emtnat, teh que tout, pea- 
exemplc, caix giie I'onpeut lirer det pcivtei d^Homere." 

And Dacirr obttrvn apaii it, " April acoir man/ud iet ieiuc 
qunlitit qu'itjbmt dtmiur auxpcftonnaget qu'im invenie, il comeiBe 
aux Paiiet tragiqtiei^ de n'taer pas trap facileinent de tette U^erti 
gtt'ilt onl iTtn broeater, car U eit trii dijidle de reutiir daru ctt 
ttouoeaur caraeiiret. II eit mat lAti, dit Horace, de Craiter prv- 
premmt, i^etl i ^e coaToiablemait, da sujeM ccmmuiii; e'at i 
dire, iet lajitt i»ventit^ et fui n'oai aueim Jimdenieiit ni iant 
IHitttnre fri doai la Fable f etillei appdle conunitn^, parte qa'iit 
tout en iUpotiHon i tout k fnonje, et que tout te moitde a le droit 
de let imienter, et qu'ili tout, cimtne on dit, an premier oe* 
" SeehiiolMemtiaMatlngetii " 
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le doubt whether tha 
woidi, DIffitile etl propria conanunia llicere, may not have been 
thmwn in b; Horace to fbrm a tejrarate artide in a " dioice of 
difficiiltUi'' *hidi a poet baa to eneouDter, who diooN* a new 
■ubjcct; in wbicb OMC il mnBi be ancErtaiii whidi of the Taiiom 
eqilanatioiuii the Inie one, ■adaroy leader haa ari^t todedde 
u it may itrike hia own fancy. And areQ ghould the wonls be 
nodcnlood at they gaierally aie, to be omnected both with what 
goes before and what eomea after, the exact aenae cannot be ab> 
■dute^ MCCMained ; fbr '"-'^"f , whether prtifrii U meant ta 
aipiify til «> sfiproprutRJ manser, ai Dr. JcAmaon here underhand* 
'- r, aa it ia rften used by Cicero, aith proprwiy, at degaittlf. 
bmx, iliaatve iDitaoce ttf a defect in penpitWy in an ad. 



In (lint, iliaatve iDitaoce irf a defect in penpio^ 
■aitabU wtitar, wlu with almoat ami; >|P;Cclea of er- 
peeuliarlf remaAaUe lor that quality. The Icogllt 
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kanah Settle. Tlicre is somettiing innaniM «4iicli 
one cannot help feeling. Nov Elkanak Settle soimda 
CO ^'leer, who can expect much from that name ? We 
ebould hare no hesitation to give it for John Diyden, 
in preference to Elkanah Settle, from the names only, 
witboat knoving their different merits." Johnson. 
" I suppose, air. Settle did as well for AldermcD in 
his time, as John Home could do notr. Where did 
Beckford and Trecothick Jeam English }" 

Mr. Arthur Lee mentioned some Scotch who had 
taken possession of a barren part of America, and 
wondered why they should choose it. JoHMSotr. 
" Why, sir, all barreaness is comparative. The 
Scotch would not know it to be barren." Boswati,. 
" Come, come, he is flattering the English. You 
have now been in Scotland, sir, and say if you did 
not see meat and drink enough there." Johnson. 
"Why yes, sir ; meat and drink enough to ^ve the 
inhabitants sufficient strength to run away from 
hmne." All these quick and lively sallies were sud 
sportively, quite in jest, and witji a smile, which 
shewed that he meant only wit. Upon this topick 
he and Mr. Wilkes could perfectly assimilate ; here 
was a bond of union between them, and I was o»- 
scious that as both of them had visited Caledonia, 
both were fully satisfied of the strange narrow ig- 
norance of those who imagine that it is a land of 
&miae. But tiiey amused themselves witli peisever- 
ing in the <Jd jokes. When I claimed a superiority 
for Scotland over England in one respect, that ntf 
man cm be arrested there for a debt merely because 
another swears it against him ; but there must first 
be the judgement of a court of law ascertaining its 
justice; and that a seizure of the person, befiuv 
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jodgeinait ia obtained, can talce place only, if his cre- 
ditor should swear that he is about to fir frcna the 
country, or, as it is technically expressed, is in medi- 
tatioitejugte i Wilkes. '' That, I should think, may 
he eaieiy sworn of all the Scotch nation." Johnson. 
(To Mr. Wilie«) " You must know, sir, 1 lately 
t4MJ[ my friend Boswell, and shewed' hin genuine 
ciTiUzed Hfe in an English provincial town. I turned 
htm loose St Lichfield, my native city, that he might 
see foronce real civility: for you ksow he lives antong 
savages in Scotland, and among rakes in Londm." 
WiLKBS. " Except when he is with grave, sober, de- 
cent people, like you and me." Johnson, (smilmg); 
" And we ashamed of him." 

They were quite iraok and easy. Johnson told the 
story (tf his asking Mrs. Macaulay to allow her foot- 
man to ait down with tbem, to prove the ridiculous- 
neaa of the aigument for the equality of mankind; 
and be said to me afterwards, with a nod of satis- 
&ction, " You saw Mr. Wilkes acquiesced." Wilke« 
talked with all imaginable fteedom of &e ludicrous 
title given to the Attorney-General, Diaboltis Regit/ 
adding, " I have reason to know something about 
that officer ; for I was prosecuted for a libel." John- 
son, who many people would have supposed must 
IiBve been foriouuy angry at hearing this talked of m 
lightly, said not a word. He was now, indeed, " a 
good-humoured fellow." 

After dinner we Lad anacceseimi of Mrs. KnowlM, 
the Quaker lady, well known for her various talents, 
and of Mr. Alilennan Lee. Ami&t some pstrioti<l 
groans, somebody (I think the Alderman) snd, " PoOT 
old &igland is lost." Johnson. " Sir, it is not 86 
much to be lamented that Old England is test, as that 
the Scotch have found it." ■ Wilkbs. " Had Lord 
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Bute governed Scotl&nd only, 1 should uot hare takeq 
the trouble to vrite hii eulogy, and dedicate ' Mor- 
timer' t« him." 

Mt. Wilkes held a, candle to shew a line print of a 
beautiful female figure which hung in the room, and 
pointed out the elegant contour of the bosom with lie 
finger of an arch conuoiiseur. He afterwards in a 
conrersation with me waggishly insisted, that all the 
time Johnson shewed visible signs of a ferfent ad' 
miration of the corresponding charms of the &ir 
Quaker. ' 

This record, though by no means so perfect as I 
could wish, will serve to give a notion of a Tery 
curious interview, which n'as not only pleasing at the 
time, but bad the agreeable aiud benignant effect of 
reconciling any animosity, and sweetening any atadity, 
which in the various bustle of political contest, had 
been produced in the minds of two men, who thou^ 
widely different, had so many things in common — - 
classica) learning, modern literature, wit and humour, 
and ready repartee — that it would have been much to 
be regretted if they had been for ever at a distance 
from each other. 

Mr. Burke gave me much credit for this successful 
negotiation ,■ and pleasantly s»id, " that there was no- 
thing equal to it in the whole history of the Corps 
pimomaiigue." 

I attended Dr. Johnson home, and had the satis- 
ficUon to hear him tell Mrs. Williams how much he 
had been pleased with Mr. Wilkes's company, and 
what an agreeable day he had passed. 

I talked a good deal to him of the celebrated Mar^ 
garet Caroline Rudd, whom I had visited, induced by 
the fame of her t^ents, addre^, and Irre^atihle power 
of iasdnation. To a lady who disapproved tS my 
visiting her, he siud on a fonner occasion, " I^ay, 
madam, Boswell ia in the right; I should have 
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Tinted her mjaelt, were it Dot that they bare now « 
trick of putting ereiy thing into the aewmpen." 
Thifl evening be exdaimed, " 1 envy him hie ac- 
quaintance with MrB. Rudd." 

I nientioiied a scheme which I had of making s 
tour to the lale of Mao, and giring a full account of 
it ; and that Mr. Burke had playfully suggested, aa a 
motto, 

" Tbepropei itudf of nunkind isMaim." 

Johnson. " Sir, you will get more by the book than 
the jaunt wiD coet you ; so you will have your divernon 
tor nothing, and add to your reputation." . 

On the evening of the nest day I took leave frf 
him, being to set out for Scotland. I thanked him 
with great warmth for all his kindness. " Sir (said 
he), you are very welcome. Nobody repays it with 
more." 

How very false is the notion that has gone round 
the world of the rough, and passionate, and hanh 
manners of this great and good man. That he had 
occasional sallies of heat of temper, and that he was 
sometimes, perhaps, too " easily proVoked" by ab- 
surdity and folly, and sometimes too desirous of 
triumph in colloquial contest, must be allowed. The 
quickness both of his perception and sensibility dis- 
posed him to sudden explosions of satire j to which his 
extraordinary readiness of wit was astrongand almost 
irresistible incitement To adopt one of the finest 
images in Mr. Home's " Douglas," 



Punaa the flaih .'" — 



1 admit that the beadle within him was often so 
•to apply the lash; that the judge had not time tc 
sider the case nitb sufficient deliberation. 



0, Google 



373 TH> Ltn or [177& 

That lie waa occasionally ranarkiiUe &r violenee 
of temper may be granted ; but let ns aflcertain the 
degree, and not let it be supposed that he was in a 
perpetual rage, and never without a club in his band 
to knock down every one who approached him. On 
the contrary, the truth is, that by much the greatest 
part of his time he was civil, oUiging, nay, polite in 
the true sense of the word ; so much so, that many 
gentlemen who were long acquainted with him never 
received, or even heard a strong espression froin him. 
The following letters concerning an Epitaph which 
he wrote for the monument nf Dr. Goldsmith, in 
Westminster- Abbey, afford at once a proof of his 
uoafiected modesty, his carelessness as to his own 
writings, and of the great respect which he ento- 
tained for the taste and judgement of the excellent 
and eminent person to whom they are addressed: 



" DEAR SIR, 

" I HAVE been kept away from you, I know not 
well how, and of these vexatious hindrutces I know 
itot when there will be an end. I therefore send 
you the poor dear Doctor's epitaph. Read it first 
yourself; and if you then think it right, shew it to 
the Club. I am, you~know, willing to be corrected. 
If you think any thing much amiss, keep it to your- 
self, till we come together. I have sent two copies, 
but prefer the card. The dates must be settled by 
Dr. pCTcy. I anf, sir, 

" Your most humble servant, 
"M«j 16, 1778." " Sam. Jobnsoh." 
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TO THE SAME. 
"SIR, 

" Miss Reynolds bae a mind to send the Epi- 
taph to Dr. Beattie; I am verj willing, but having 
no copy, cannot immediately recollect it. She tells 
me yon have lost it. Try to recollect, and put down 
as much as you retain ; you perhaps may have kept 
wfaat I bare dropped. The lines for which I am at a 
loss are something of rerum civiiiam livi natuTaliunt.' 
It wa« a sorry tnck to lose it; help me if you can. 
I am, sir, 

"June 22, 1776." 

" The gout grows better but slowly," 

It was, I think, after I had left London in this year, 
that this Epitaph gave occasion to a JRetatiiutrance 
to the MoMAscH or Literature, for ao account 
of which I am indebted to Sir William Forbea, of 
FitsJigo. 

That my readers may have the subject more fiilly 
and dearly before them, I shall first iaaert the 
£]^taph. 

""Olivaeii Qolpsmith, 
Poeta, Phj/itci, /HiWrid, 

Qui HnUiKitfiri MTiiatM gemu 

XMUtigU, 

IfuUiim quod tetigii «0n anunrtt; 

Shre Tim titml moimrfl, 

Sivt lacryma, 

1 ThcM voidi mutt h.ye been in the other eopy. Thcj «■ 
Mt in that wluch wu piefiarred. 
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j^gMuum folau at fenlt ionAiaiori 

Itgauo nUiiTitf, HvUvt, verutiKi, 

Onitiom grandU., nUidni, vaimhu i 

Hoc n<nwmMfe maaoriam coliHt 

Sodalium amor, 

AmUcmm _fidti. 



Ebiana liitrU iHititatat! 
OtiULOBditU, 

ApHL IT, 1IDCCI.5XIV." 

Sir William Forbes writes to me thua : " I endtne 
tbe Rou»d Robin. This j'«u d'/'sprit took its rise one 
day at dinner at our friend Sir Joshua Reynolds's. 
AD the company presentj except myself, were friends 
and acquaintance of Dr. Cioldsmitb. The Epitaptij 
written for him by Dr. Johnson, became the subject 
«rf conversation, and varioUB emendatimifl were mig^ 
gested, which it was agreed should be submitted to 
the Doctor's cun^deration. — But the question was, 
who should hare the ccnmge to propose them to him ? 
At last it was hinted, that there could be no way bo 
good as that of a Round Robin, as the sailors call it/ 
which they make use of when they enter into a con- 
spiracy, so as not to let it be known who puts his 
name first or iast to tbe paper. This proposition 
was instantly assented to ; and Dr. Bamani, Dean of 
Derry, now Bishop of Killaloe,' drew up an address 
to Dr. Johnson on the occasion, replete with wit and 

1 IThi> prdate, who wii &fWwaida translated to the See itf 
limaidc,. died at Wimbledga in Bairej, June 7. 1806, in lui. 
dglilietta yeti. Tbt oiiginal Sotind R^n Tcmuned in hit «•- 
aadmi ; the pi^xr winch Sii William FoAei ■■■ -'■nitw.l to Mt> 
Boiirel] being cmly ■ cop]'. M.] 
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luuBour, bat whicb it wat feared the Doctor miglit 
tliink treated the aubject with too much levity. Mr. 
Burke then proposed the address as it stands in 
the paper in writing, to which I had the honour to 
<^ciate as clerk. 

" Sir Joshua agreed to carry it to Dr. Johnscm, 
who received it with much good humour,' and d^ 
aired Sir Jo^ua to tell the gentlemen, that he would 

I He bowerer, upon seang Dr. Warton'i niioe to the (usee*- 
tioD, tbkt the Bintapn should bein En^ish, obuivcd to & JoSua, 
" I wonder ihat Joe Warton, a achi^ by pnifeHwa, 4ioulil be 
(udi afboL" He lud loo, " I ihouldhave lbau|^[Mund Burke 
would hate had more seuse." Mr. LaHEtiiii, who iras one of tlie 
company at Sir Joshua's, like a sturdy sdiolar, naolntely refused 
to sign the Hound fioMn. The Epitaph ii engraved upon Dr. 
Ocddtmitli'a moimingit vitliout any allendDn. At another linie^ 
when Bomebodj codeavouitd to vrgae In favour of its being m 
£ii^ish, JoluuoD said, " The language of the countiy of which a 
leaned man was a tiatiee, is not the unguage lit for his epitaph, 
which should be in ancient and permanent language. Consider, 
th t how jou (bouU fed, were yoa to Bud at RtiUerdam an epi- 
taph npim Eraamiu in DuliA!" — For my own pan, 1 lIuDk k 
would be belt to bare Epitaphi written bolhinaleamedUngURge, 
and in the language of the country; so that they might have the 
odTanlage of bdng more universally understood, ana at Oie same 
linie be Kcured of daatical stability. I cannot, howevo, but be 
of ounioD, (bat it is not suSdeDtlr discrtmicalive. Applying to 
Goldsmith equally the epithets of " Pcetr, Hiitorici, Phyiici " 



a veiyGnc book upon thesubject; butifhecandi 
ftom a bone, that, I believe, may be the extent of hit knowledge 
of natural histoir." Eis book is indeed an excellent petftainaiice, 
IboDi^ in xmie inatances be appears to have trusted too much to 
Bufiln, who, with all his iheoteticB] ingenuin and extTaordinaij 
eloquence, I suspect had little actnal inftmiation in the science on 
-whidi be wrote so admirably. For iutance, he tells ns that the 
am ^edi her horns wery two yean ; a most palpable errour, 
wfaieh Goldtniilh has Mlhftilly ttansfetred into his book. It u 
WMtderfiil that Bnffbn, who Und so muiii in the auntry, at )ui 
nobfent, should fane fdkB into Budi a bhmdK. I soppOK ht 
has confounded die am with the iter. 
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alter the EiHtaph in any manner they {leased, as to 
tbe.senBe of it ; bat he would never content to dMgrace 
the tnUU of fVettminster Abbey, with an EngUsh 
imeriptwn- 

" I consider this Round Robin as a spedes of lite- 
rary curiosity worth preserriDg, as it markH, . in a 
certain degree, Dr. Jobngon's cliaracter." 

My readers are preBented with a fiiithfiil transcript 
of a paper, which I doubt not of their being desirous 
to Bee. 

Sir William Forbes's obeerration is very just. The 
anecdote now related proves, >n the strongest raaaner, 
the reverence and awe with which Johnson was re- 
garded, by some of the most eminent men at his lime, 
in various departments, and even by such of them as 
lived most with him ; while it also confirms what i 
have again and again inculcated, that he was bv no 
means of that ferodous and irascible character wnich 
has been ignorantly imagined. 

This hasty composition is also to be remarked as 
one of the thousand instances which evince the estra- 
ordinary promptitude of Mr. Burke ; who while he is 
equal to the greatest things, can adi^m the least ; can, 
with equal fiudlity, embrace the vast and complicated 
speculations of politicks, or the ingenious topicks ot 
hterary investigation.' 



" MAUAU, 

" You must not think kne uncivil in omitting to 
answer the letter with which you iavoured me some 
time ago. I imagined it to have been written with- 

I BaMt thii Latjn Epitqdr, Johucoi honoured the memgrr of 
fail friend Goldmuth wilh a tbmt one in Greek. See pege B of 
■liu TdloBie. 
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out Mr. BrnvelL's knowledge, and therefore Bupposed 
the ajiGwer ft require, wh^t I could not find, a pri- 
T&te coDveyance. 

" The oifference with Lord Audiialeck is now 
ovtr ; and since young Alexander has appeared, I 
hope no more difficulties will arise among you ; fir I 
sincerely wish ^oQ all happy. Do not teach the 
young ones to dislilce me, as you dislike me yourself; 
but let me at least hare Veronica's kindness, because 
she is my acquaintaace. 

, " You will now have Mr. Boswell home ; it is well 
that you have him ; he has led a wild life. I have 
t^en him to Lichfield, aod be has followed Mr. 
Thrale to Bath. Pray take care of him, and tame 
him. The only thing in which I have the honour to 
agree with you is, in loving him ; and while we are 
so much of a mind in a matter of so much importance, 
our other quarrab will, I hope, produce no great 
bitterness. I am, ivadam, 

" Your most humble servant, 
" May 16, me." " Sam. Jobnbom." 

" MR. BOEWKLL TO DR. JOHNSOS. 

" Edisbu^h, June 26, t776L 
-" You have formerly compliuned that my letters 
were too long. There is no danger of that complaint 
being made at present; for I find it difficult for 
me to write to you at all. ^Here an account of 
having been afflicted with a return of melancholy or 
bad s^rits.^ 

" The boxes of books * which you sent to me are 
arrived ; but I have not yet examined the contenta. 



1 UponaiM 
AeH<Mdn,di 

ge by smding bcoki. 
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[r. Maclaurin's | 
v)m clmima liis fre^ma in the Court of Session." 



I send TOU Mr. Maclatirin's paper for tbe aegro. 



" DR. JOHNSON TO MR. 

" These black fits, of which jiiu complain, ^r- 
hm hurt TOUT memorv as well as yonr imag^natton. 
When did Iconiplain that your letters were too long?' 
Your last letter, after a very long delay, brought rery 
had news. [Here a series of reflections upon me- 
lancholy, and — what I could not help thinking 
strangely unreumaUe in him who had su^red so 
much frinn it himself, — a good deal cJ sereritv and 
reproof, as if it were owing to my own fault, or 
diat I was, perhaps, affecting it from a deure of 
distinctionj 

" Read dkeyne's ' English Malady;' but do not let 
him teach you a foolish notion that metanchiJy is a 
proof of Muteness. ***** 

" To bear that you have not opened your boxea of 
books is very offensive. The examination and ar- 
rangement of so many volumes might hare afforded 
you an amusement very seasonable at present, and 
usel\)l for the whole of life. I am, I confess, very 
angry that ywi manage yourself so ill. ***** 

" I do not now say any more, than that I am, with 
^reat kindness and sincerity, >iear sir, 

" Your humble semnt, 
" July 2, ma.- " Sam. Johmsow." 

" It was last year determined by Lord Man^eld, 
in the Court of King's Bench, that a n^ro cannot be 
taken out of the kingdom without his own consent.'* 

' 1 Bsretti tcUmet^ Jobnaou canplunedofmjr vTidnamf 
l*g Ictten ta him vbcu I mm upm t^ cdntiiMnt : irtii^.vM 
moat oauiiJy true; but it wool m; &knd did nM H 
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"DR. JOHNSON TO MB. BOSWELL. 
" DEAR SIB, 

" I MAKE haate to write again, lest ray last letter 
Bhould gire you too much imn. If you are really 
in)[»%ssed with overpowering aud iuyduntary melan- 
cnoly, you are to be pitied rather thau reproached. 

" Now, my dear Bozzy, let us hare done with 
quarrels and with censure. Let me know whether I 
hare Dot sent you a pretty library. There are, perh^M, 
many books among them which you never need read 
through ; but there are none which it is not proper 
for you to know, and sometimes to consult. Of 
these books, of which the use is unly occasional, it a 
often sufficient to know the contents, that, wbeo asy 
quesCioD arises, you may know where to look fw 
information. 

" Since I wrote, I have looked over Mr. Mao- 
lanrin'a plea, and think it excellent. How is the suit 
carried on ? If by subscription, I commission you to 
contribute, in my name, what is poper. Let no- 
thing be wanting in such a case. Dr. Drummond, ' 
I see, is superseded. His father would have grieved ; 
but he lived U> obt^n the pleasure of his son's election, 
and died before that pleasure was abated. 

" Langton's lady has brou^t him a girl, and 
both are well ; I dined with bim the o^er day. 

" It vexes me to tell you, that on the evening of 

1 The son of Johnwn'i SA fiicnd, Mi. Winiun Dnunmand. 
(See V<d. II. p. 125). He ma ■ TouDg mui of audi disticguyied 
merit, IhMhe wu nomuiated to one rf the medic*! pirfeMonhipa 
n tbe QdlCgt of EdmbuMfa, wiikoDt toUdtatiim, while ha vu U 
Najdei. Hkyiasotbetviewi, he dU not accept (^ the honour, HMl 
"-- nmb&c4. 
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the iSth of May I was seized by the gout, and am 
not quite well. The pun has not been riolent, but 
the weakneM and tendemeM were very troubleaomei 
Ktd what is aaid to be very uncommon, it has not al- 
leriftted my other disorders. Male use of youth and 
health while you have them ; make my complimeDta 
to Mrs. BoBwell. I am, my dear sir, 

" Your moet affectionate 
" jnly 16, me," " Sak. Johnson." 

" MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON. 
" MT DKAE n%, Edinbutgh, Julj IS, 177C 

" Your letter of the second of this month was 
rathn a harsh medidne ; but I was delighted with 
ibat qMmtaneous tenderness, which, a few days after- 
wards, sent forth such balsam as your next brought 
me. I found myself for some tune so ill that all' 
I could do was to preserve a decent appearance, while 
all within was veaxnesa and distress. Like a reduced 
garrison that has some spirit left, I hung out flags, 
and planted all the force I could muster, upon the 
walla. I am now much better, and I sincerely thank 
you for your kind attention and Mendly counsel. 

" Count Manucd ' came here last week from tra- 
TcUins in Ireland. I hare shewn him what civilities 
I could on hia own account, on yours, and on that of 
Mr.andMr8.Thrale. Hehashadafallfromhisbotse, 
and been much hurt. I regret this unlucky accident, 
for he seems to be a very amiable man." 

As the evidence of what I have mentioned at the 



1 A'flarentineDoUanMi.meiilianedb)' Jidunon,m)iu"NoMt 
orhuTmrinFrance." I had (he pteiBure of bectnuing acquiituol 
with hiu in Laaioo, in the ipriog of ihii jcmr. 
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beginning of this year, I select from bia prirate 
register the following passage : 

" July 25, 1776. O God, who hast ordained that 
whatever ia t« be desired should be sought by labour, 
and who, by thy Messing, bringest honest labour to 
good effect, look with mercy upon my studies and 
endearouTs. Grant me, O Lord, to design only 
what is lawful and right ; and afford me calmness of 
mind, and steadiness of purpose, that I may so do 
thy will in this short life, as to obtaia happiueBs in 
the world to come, for the sake of Jebus Christ out 

It appears from a note subjoined, that this wa» 
composed when he " purposed to apply vigorously to 
study, particularly of the Greek and I^ian tongues." 

Such a purpose, so expressed, at the age of sixty- 
aeven, is admirable and encouraging; and it must 
impress all the thinking part of my readers with a 
consolatory confidence in habitual derotion, when 
they see a man of such enlarged inteUectual powen 
as Johnson, thus in the genuine earnestness of 
secrecy, imploring the aid of that Supreme Bein|;, 
" from whom cometh down every good and every 
perfect gift." 

" TO SIR. JOSHUA RBTNOLDS. 



" A YOUNG man, whose name is Paterson, off^« 
himself this evening to tiie Academy. He is the son 
of a man* for whom I have long had a kindness, and 
who is DOT abroad in distress. I shall be glad that 
you will be pleased to shew 1am any little counter 

1 Fnros MDd DledituiiKU, p. 151. 

2 [SamudPaWTBop, Ibrmcr^ a bookseHir, I»tteiljr w sactJonetr, 
■od irell known foe hu skill in fonaing catalogues of books. Uc > 
died in liondon, October 29, 1B02. M.] 
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lunce, or pftj him any small distinction. How miicli 
it ii in yCmi power to &vour or to forward a young 
man I do not know ; nor do 1 know how much tiiia 
candidate deserves favour by his personal merit, or 
wliat hopes his proficiency may now give of future 
eminence. I recommend him as the son of my iriend. 
Your character and station enable you to give a young 
man'ffreat encouragement by rery easy means. You 
have heard of a man who asked no other favour of Sir 
Robert Walpole, than that he would bow to him at 
his levee. 1 am, ur, 

" Your most humble servant, 
« Ai^mt 3, 177«." " Sam. Johnson." 

" UR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHKSOIf. 

"Edinburgh, Aug. 30, 177«. 



and which contained what may be truly called a 
numerous and miscellaneous Stall Library, thrown 
together at random : — ] 

" Lord Hailes was against the decree in the case 
of my client, the minister; not that he justified the 
minister^ but because the parishioner both provoked 
and retorted. I sent his Lordship your able argu- 
ment upon the case for his peruaid. His observation 
upon it in a letter to me was, ' Dr. Johnson's Suaso- 
Ttum is pleasantly' and artfully composed. I suspect,, 
however, that he has not convinced himself; for I 

1 Whj his LordsMp usei tbe qudiel pleasaallg, when speaking 
of ■ gme tnea of nsacmiiiK, I cannot conceive. But diSemt ' 
men hne diftbrenC notioDi ofpteuantzj. I happened to dt by a 
gentleman oni eveniiig at the Open-houie in Londolt, vha M the 
momentvbcA Medea ippotred to be in gnat agonj at the thou^t 
of killinjt her cWldrcn, turned lo me with asmile, and mH, "j^Hity" 
enaugh. ' 
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believe that be is better read in eccIeaiasticHl hiatorj; 
tliAO to imagine that a Bishop or a Presbyter has ' 
a right to begin censure or diaci{>line i catkedrd.'^ 

" F<ff the honour of Conot Manucd, as well u 
to observe that exactness of truth which you bare 
taught me, I must correct what I said in a former 
letter. He did not fall trcm bis horae, which might' 
have been an inipiitatioa on his skiil as an officer of 
cavalry; his horse fell with him. 

" I have, since 1 saw you, read every word of 
' Granger's Biographical History.' It has enter- 
tained me exceedingly, and I do not think him the 
fVkig that you supposed. Horace Walpole's being 
bis patron is, indeed, no good sign of his political 
principles. But he denied to Lord Mountetuart that 
lie was a Whig, and said he had been accused by 
botb parties of partiality. It seems he was like 
.Pope, 

' While Tories call me Whig, aad Whig. « Tory.' 

I wish vou would look more into his book ; and 
as Lord Mountstuart wislies much to find a proper' 
person to continue tlie work upon Granger's plan, 
and has desired 1 would mention it to you ; if such a 
man occurs, pleaae to let me know. His Lordship 
will give him generous eucouragement." 



" Havino spent about six weeks at this place,' 
; have at lengtn resolved upon returning- I *Tt-' 
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feet to sea you all in Fleet-street an the 30th of thia 
numth. 

" I did not go into the sea till last Friday, but 
think to go most of thb week, though I know not 
that it does me any good. My nights are very rest- 
kes and tiresome, uut I am othen^se well. 

" I hare written word of my coming to Mrs. 
WilliBDiB. Remember me kindly to Frauds and 
Betsy.' I am, sir, 

" Your humble servant, 
" Brif^thelmilone, Oct 21, 1776." " Sam. Johnson."* 

I again wrote to Dr. Johnson on the Slat td 
October, informing him, that my fether had, in the 
most liberal manner, paid a lai^ debt for me, and 
that J bad now the happiness of being upon very 
good terms with him ; to wliich he returned the fol- 
lowing answer. 



" ro JAMES 
" DEAR SIB, 

" I HAD great pleasure in hearing that you are 
at laet on good terms with your fiither. Cultivate his 
kindness by all honest and manly means. Life is but 
short ; no time can be afforded but~for tbe indulgence 
of real sorrow, or contests upon questions seriously 
momentous. Let us not throw away any of our days 

] [Hia ftmale servuit. M.] 

3 For this and Di. Johnson's other letters to Mr. Lerett, I un 
Indebted to iny old uqaointuicr,. Mr. NithRHid Tbomai, whose 
worth and ingenui^ have been ]opg kaovn toarefipectablEthou^ 
not a wide cirde ; and whose collectJou of medals would d4> credit 
to penons of greater opulence. 

[Mr. Nathpnifl Thomu, who was suanj vean Editor' of (he Bt. 
Jautea'i Chninicle, died March 1, 1795. M.l 



0, Google 



JEtal. C7.3 DR. JOHNSbv. «83 

upon useless reaentment, or contend who shall hold . 
out longest in stubborn maligoit}'. It is best not to 
be tagey ; and best, in the next place, to be quickly 
reconciled. May jau and your father paes th* 
remainder of your time in reciprocal benerolence ! 
* • * « 4 « 

" Do you ever beu from Mr. Langton ? I risit him 
sometimes, but be does not talk. I do iM like fait 
scheme of life; but as I axa not permitted to under- 
stand it, I cannot set any thing right that is wrong. 
His children are sweet babies. 

" I hq>e my irreconcileable enemy, Mrs. Boewell, 
is w^. Desire her not to transmit her malerolence 
to the youne people. Let me have Alexander, aad 
Veronica, and Eupbemia, for my friends. 

" Mrs. Williams, whom you may reckon as one of 
your well-wishers, is in a feeUe and languishing state, 
witJi little hopes of growing better. She irent fbr 
some part of the autumn into the country, but is little 
benefited j and Dr. Lawrence confesses that his art ift 
at an end. Death is, however, at a distance: and 
what more than that can we say of ourselves ? E am 
sorry for her pain, and more sorry for her .decay. 
Mr. Lerett is sound, wind and limb. 

" I was some weeks this autumn at Brighthelm- 
stone. The place was very dull, and I was not well ; 
the expedition to the Hebrides vas the most pleasant 
journey that I ever made. Such an efFort annually 
would give the world a little divei-sification. 

" Every year, however, ne cannot wander, and ■ 
must therefore endeavour to spend our time at home 
as well as we can. i believe it is best to throw lift 
into a method, that every hour may bring its employ- 
ment, and every eniployment hare its hour. Xeno^ 
phon observes, m his ' Treatise of CEconomy,' that if , 
every thing be kept in a certain place, when anj 
thing is w«rn mt or consumed, the vacuity which it 
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Invea will ihew what is wantiog; to if ereiy part of 
time hu ita duty, the hour will odl into remeniDnuice 
its proper engagemeDt. 

" I DRTe not practised all this prudeuce myself, 
Init I have suffered much for want of it; and 1 would 
hare you, by timely recollection and steady resolutioD, 
escape from those evils which have lain heavy iipon 
ue. 1 ani, my dearest Boawel], 

" Your most humble seirant, 
" SoIt-aFBit, Nov. 16, 1J78-" " Sam. Johnsok." 

Ob the l6th of November I informed htm that 
Mr. Strabaa had sent me twehe copies of the 
" Journey to the Western Islands," handsomely- 
bouad, instead of the tteenly cc^ies which were sti- 
pulated; bat which, I supposed, were to be only 
in sheets; requested to know how they should be 
dirtributed : and mentioned that I had another sob 
born to me, who was named David, and was a aiddy 

" TO JAMES BOSWKI.I., ESQ. 
" PBaR BIB, 

" I HATE been for some time ill of a cold, which, 
perhaps, I made an excuse to myself for not writing, 
when in reality I loiew not what to say- 

" The books you must at last distribute as yon 
thint best, in my name, or your own, as you are 
inclined, or as you judge most proper. Every body 
cannot be obliged ; but I wish that nobody may be 
tended. Do the best you can. 
. " I congratulate you on the increase of your &milyj' 
and hope that little David is by this time well, and 
his mamma perfectly recoTered. I am much pleased 
to hear of the re-establishment of kindness between 
you and your father. Cultivate bis paternal tender- 
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aeaa u mud) >s ygucu). To live 4t raruuice at all 
is uncomfortable ; and rariaace witb a &Uier ig still 
more uBcomfortable. Besides that, io Uie whole dis- 
pute you have the wrong Bide ; at least you gave tbe 
first proTOcations, and some of them very oSeasive. 
Let it now be all over. As you have no reason to 
think that your new mother has shewn you any fool 
play, treat tier with respect, and with some degree of 
confidence; this will secure your father. When once 
a discordant &mily has felt the pleasure of peace they 
will not willingly lose it. If Mrs, Boswell would but 
be friends with me, we might now shut the temple of 

" What came of Dr. Memia's cause ? Is the ques- 
tion about the negro determined? Has Sir Allan 
-any reascnaUe hopes ? What is become of poor 
Mac^narry.^ X>et me know the event of.all tneae 
litigations. I wish particularly well to the negro and 
Sir Allan. 

"Mrs. Williams has been much out of order; 
.and though she is something better, is likely, in her 
physiciaa's opioion, to endure her maJady for life, 
though she may, perhaps, die of some other, Mrs. 
Thrive is big, and fancies that she carries a boy; if 
it were rery reasonable to wish much about it, I 
should wish her not to be disappointed. The desire 
of male heirs is not appendant odIt to feudal tenures. 
A son is almost necessary to toe continnanoe of 
Thrale's fortune; for what can misses do wkh s 
brewfaouse? Lands are fitter fer daughters tliaa 
tndei. 

' " Baretti went Kway from Thrsle's in some whint- 
■ical fit of disgust, or lU-nature, without taldng any 
leave. It is well if he finds in any- other place as good 
an halutatioQ, and as many coovenieuaes. He has 
got five-and-twenty euineasby translating SirJodiua's 
Discourses into Italian, and Mr- Thr^e gave faim..aa 
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htuidr«d iu the spring ; so that he is yet in no dif- 
ficulties. 

" OdiD&D has -bought Foote'ft patent, and is to 
allow Foot« for lile sixteen buodred pounds a. year, 
u Reynolds t(dd me, and to allow him to play so 
often on such terms that he may gain four hundred 
pounds more. What Colmao can got by thig bar- 
nin, ' but trouble and hazard, I do not see. I am. 
Sear ur. 

The Reverend Dr. Hugh Blair, who had loDg been 
admired as a preadier at Edinburgh, thought now a€ 
diffiuing bis excellent sermons more extensively, -and 
increaang his reputation, by publishing a coIlecUon 
of them. He transmitted the manuscript to Mr. 
Sti^an, the printer, who after keeping it for some 
ttnie,-wrote a letter to bim, discouraging the publi- 
cation. Soch at tint was the unpropitious state of 
one of the most successful theologieat books that has 
ever appeared. Mr. Strahan, however, had sent one 
of the sensons to Dr. Johnson for bis opinion ; aad 
after his un&vourable letter to Dr. Blair had been 
sent off, he received from Johnson, on Christmas-eve, 
a note in which was the following paragraph : 

" I hare read over Dr, Blur's first semon with 
more than approbatitm ; to say it is good, is to say 
too little." 

I believe Mr. Strahan had very w^ea after this time 
a conversation with Dr. Johnson concerning them-; 
and then he very candidly wrote again to Dr. Blair, 
enclosing Johnson's note, and agreeing to purchase 



^ [U ttutied out, hoveier, > very fbttmiate bai^n ; fciFootc, 
though not then fifty.ai, died it in inn in l^Kr, in IcM thU > 
ysH, 0«t.-gl, 1777. M.] 
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the, Tduine, for wliich he and Mr. Caddl gave one 
hundred pounds. The sale was so rapid and exten- 
sive, and the approbation of the puhlick eo high, that 
to their honoui* be it recorded, the proprietors made 
Dr. Blair a. preg^it first of one sum, and afterwards 
of another, of fifty pounds, thus voluntarily doubling 
the stipulated price ; and when he prepared another 
volume, they gave liim at once three hundred pounds, 
being in all fire hundred pounds, by an agreement to 
which I am a subscribing witness; and now for a 
third octavo volume he has received oo less than six 
hundred pounds. 

In 1777 J 't appears from his *' Prayers and Medi- 
tations," that Johnson suffered much from a state of 
Hiind " unsettled and perplexed," and from that con- 
etitutional gloom, which, together with bis extreme 
humitity and ansiety with regard to his rehgious 
etate, made him contemplate himself through too. 
dark and anfavouraWe a medium. It may be said of 
him, that he "saw God in clouds." Certain we may 
be of his injustice to himself in the following lament- 
able paragraph, which it is painful to think came 
from the contrite heart of this great man, to whose 
labours the worid is so much indebted : " When I 
survey my past life, I discover nothing but a harrea 
■ waste of time, with some disorders of body, and dis- 
tnrbfmces of the mind, very near to madness, which I 
hope He that made me will suffer to extenuate many 
faults, and excuse many deficiencies,"' But we find 
his devotions in this year eminently fervent ; Mid we 
are comfM-ted by observing intervals of quiet, ciftn- 
poeure, and gladness. 

On Easter day we find the following emphatick 
prayer: " Almighty and most merciful Father, who 
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seest !i]l our miaeriesj and knowcat all our necessities, 
look down upon me, and pity me. Defend 'me from 
the violent incursion of evil thouglits, and enable me 
to form and keep such resolutions' as may conduce to 
the discharge of the duties which thy providence shaQ 
appoint me; and so help me, by thy Holy S[Hrit, 
that my heart may surely there be Used, where true 
joys are to be found, and that I may serve thee with, 
pure affection and a, cheerful mind. Have merer 
upon me, O God, have mercy upon me ; years and 
infirmities oppress me, terrour and anxiety beset me. 
Have' mercy upon me, my Creator aud my Judge. 
In all perplexities relieve and free me; and so help 
me by thy Holy Spirit, that I may now bo commemo- 
rate the death of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
as that when this snort and painjul life shall have an 
end, T may, for his sake, be received to everlasting 
.happiness. Amen,"' 

While he was at church, the agreeable impressions 
upon his mind are thus commemorated: " I was for 
some time distressed, but at last obtained, I hope from ' 
the God of Peace, more quiet than I have enjoyed for 
a long time. I had made no resolution, but as my 
-.heart grew lighter, my hopes revived, and my cou- 
rage increased; and j' wrote with my pencil m my 
■ Cfflamon Prayer Book, 

' Vila ordimuida. 
BiHia Uganda. 
Theologja opera danda, 
ServiendnM tt teiondam.' " 

Mr. Steevens, whose generosity is well known, 
joined Dr. Johnson in kind assistance to a female 
relation of Dr. Goldsmith, and desired that on ,her 
teturu to Ireland she would procure authentick par- 

) Prnyen uid MtditMionf, p. 1G3. 
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titulars of the lif« of her celebrated relation. Con- 
cerniog her is the foHowmg letter: 

" TO QEOROE STEEVENS, ESQ. 

" You' will be glad to hear that from Mrs. 
Goldsmith, whom we lament^ as drowned, I have 
received a letter full of gratitude to us ail, with pro- 
mise to make the inquiries which we recommended 

" I would hare had the honour of conveying this 
intelligence to Mias Caulfield, but that her letter is 
Qot at hand, and I know not the direction. You will 
tell the good news. 1 am, sir, 

" Your most, &c. 
*' Febiu«7 25, 1777." "Sam. Johnson." 

" MR. BOaWELL TO DK. JOHNSON. 

" Edabu^, Feb. 14, 1777- 

" MV DEAR SIR, 

" My state of epistolary accounts with yori at 
present is extraordinary. The balance, as tonumber, 
IS 'in your side, f ani indebted to you for two letters ; 
one dated the l6th of Nojeraber, upon which very 
day I wrote to you, so that our letters were ex- 
actly exchanged, and one dated the Slst of December 
last. 

" My heart was warmed with gratitude by tlie 
truly kind contents of both of them ; and it is amaz- 
ing and vexing that I have allowed so much time to 
elapse .with out writing to you. But delay is inherent 
in me, by nature or by bad habit. 1 waited till I 
should have an opportunity of paying my compli- 
ments on a new year. I have procrastinated till the 
year i« no longer new. 
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" Dr. Memis's cause was determined affatnst hitz^ 
with 40l. costs. The Lofd Pre^dent, and two other 
of the Judges, diaseuted from tbe majority, upon this 
ground ; that although there may have been no inten- 
tion to injure him by calliiig him Doctor of Medicine, 
IDBtead of Phi/iician, yet, as he remonstrated against 
the designation before the charter was printed oflF, 
and represented that it was disagreeable, and even 
huTtfiU to him, it was ill-natured to refuse to alter it, 
and let him have the designation to which he was 
certainly entitled. My own iwiiiion is, that our court 
has judged wrong. The defendants were in mdl&jide, 
to persist in naming him in a way that he dishked. 
You remember poor Goldsmith, when he grew ina- 
portant, and wished to appear Doctor Major, could 
not bear your calhng him Gold^. Wontd it not hare 
been wrong to have named him so in your * Prefece 
to Shakspeare,' or in any serious permanent writing' 
of anv sortf The difficulty is, whether an action 
should be allowed on such petty wrongs. De minimis 
non curat lex. 

" The negro cause' ia not jet decided. A me- 
mnial is preparing on the siae of slavery. I shall 
' send you a copy as soon as it is printed. Maclaurin 
is made happy by your approbatiwj of hia meraoria) 
for the black. 

" Macquarry was here inthewinter, aadwe passed 
an evening together. The sale of his estate cannot 
be prevented. 

" Sir Allan Maclean's suit agiunst the Duke of 
Argyle, for recovering the ancient inheritance of his 
fitmilj', is now foirly before all our judges. I spoke 
for bun yesterday, and Maclaurin to-day ; Crosbte 
spoke to-day against him. Three more counsel are 
to be heard, and next week the cause will be deter- 
mined. I send you the Informations, or Cases, on- 
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each side, which I hope you will read. Yuii said to 
me when we were under Sir AUan's hospitable roof, 
' I will help him with my pen.' You said it with a 
generous glow ; and though his Grace of Argyle did 
afterwards mount you upon an excellent horse, upon 
which ' you looked like a Bishop,' you must not 
swerve from your purpose at Indikeaueth. I winh 
you may understand the ^ints at issue, amidst our ' 
Scotch (aw principles and phrases. 

fHere followed a full state of the case, in which I 
enoeaFoured to make it as clear as I could to an 
Englishman who had no knowledge of the formularies 
and technical language of the law of Scotland.^ 

" I shall inform you how the cause is decided here. 
But as it may be brought under the review of our 
Judges, and is certainly to be carried by appeal to the 
House of Lords; the assistance of such a mind as 
yours will be of consequence. Your paper on Vicious 
latromission is a noble proof of what you can do even 
in Scotch law. 

" I have not yet distributed all your books.. Lord 
Hailes and Lord Monboddo have each received one, 
and return you thanks. Monboddo dined with me 
lately, and baviog drank tea, we were a good while 
by ourselves, and as I knew that he bad read the 
' Journey* superficially, as he did not talk of it as 
I wished, I brought it to him, and read aloud several 
passages; and then he talked so, that 1 told him he 
was to hace a copy Jrofit the ^authcar. He begged 
l/tat might be marked on it. 

" I ever am, my dear sir, ' 
" Your most faithful 

" And affectionate hitmUe servant, 
"James Bosivbll. 
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Ft DICK TO DR. BAHUEL JOHNSON. 
" PresionfieM, Feb. I7, 1777- 

" I HAD yesterday the bonour of receiving your 
book of yonr ' Joumeif to the Western lilandt of 
Scotland,' which you teas so good as to eend me, by 
the hands of our mutiia] jriend, Mr. BoBwell, of 
Auchiolecb ; for which 1 return you my most hearty 
thanks ; and after carefully reading it over agaiBj 
shall deposit it in my little collection of choice books, 
neit our worthy friend's ' Journey to Corsica.' As 
there are mimy things to admire in both perfwm- 
ances, I liare often wished that no Travels or Journey 
should be published but those undertaken by perBons 
«f integrity and capacity, to judge well, and describe 
^thfidly, and in good language, tLe situation, con* 
dition, and manners of the countries past through. 
Indeed our country of Scotland, in spite of tHe union 
of the crowns, is still in most places eo devoid of 
clothing, or cover from hedges and plantations, that 
it was well you gave your readers a sound Moniioire 
with respect to that circumstance. The truths you 
have told, and the purity of the language in which 
they are expressed, as your ' Journey' is uniTersally 
read, m^, and already appear to hare a very good 
effect. For a man of my acquaintance, who has the 
largest nurseiy for trees and hedges in this country, 
tells me, that of late the demand upon him for these 
articles is doubled, and sometimes tripled. I have, 
therefore, listed Dr. Samuel Johnson in some of my 
memorandums of the principal planters and favourers 
of tlie enclosures, under a uam^ which I took the 
liberty to invent from the Greek, Papadendrion. 
Lord Auchinleck and some few more are of the list. 
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I am told that one gentleman in the shire of Aber- 
deen, viz. Sir Archibald Grant, bas planted abore 
fifty millions of trees on a piece of rery wild ground 
at Monimusk : I must inquire if be haa fenced them 
well, before he enters my list ; for that is the soul of 
enclosing, i began nivself to plant a littJe, our 
.ground being too Taluabie for much, and that ia now 
fifty years ago ; and the trees, now in my sevent}^ 
fourth year, I look up to with reverence, am] shew 
them to my eldest son now in his fifteenth year, and 
they are mil the height of my country-house here, 
where I had the pleaauie of receiving, you, and hope 
again to have that satisfaction with our mutual 
friend, Mr. Boewell. I shall always continue, with 
the truest esteem, dear Doctor, 

" Your much obliged, ' 

" And obedient humble srarant, 

" Alexander Dick."' 

"to JAMES BOSWELL, X90. 
" DEAR SIR, 

"It isio long since I heard any thing from you,* 
that I am not easy about it ; write eoinething to roe 
next post When you sent your last letter, every 
thing seemed to be mending; I hope nothing has 
lately grown worse. I suppose yoong AWander con- 
tinues to thrive, and Veronica ia now very pretty 
company. I do not suppose the lady ia yet reconciled 
to me, yet let her know that I love her very well, and 
value her very much. 

" Dr. Blair is printing some sermons. If they are 
all like the first, which Ihave read, they tr^sermonea 

1 For •duuKterafdiia very amiaUenwn, see " Joiinulo(» 
Tour to Ihe Hcbtidei," 3d edit. p. 36. 

2 By the then cduim: of the post, my long lewer of the Mth h«l 
not ytt ttaebcd bim. 
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nurei, acauro inapt aurei. It is excellently written 
both as to doctrine and language. Mr. Watson's 
book' seems to be much esteemed. 

" Poor Beauclerk still continues very ill. Langton 
.lives on as he used to do. His children are verv 

fretty, and, I think, his lady loses her Scotch. PaolJ 
never see. 

" I have been so distressed by difficulty of breatli- 
ing, that I lost, as was computed, six-aod-thirty 
ounces of blood in a few days. I am better, but not 
well. 

" I wish you would be vigilaot and get me Gmham's 
' Telemachus" that was printed at Glasgow, a lery 
little book ; and ' Johnstoni Poemata,' another little 
book, printed at Middleburgh. 

" Mrs. Williams sends her compliments, and pro- 
mises that when you come hither, she will accommo- 
date you as weU as ever she can in the M room. 
She wishes to know whether you sent her book to 
Sir Alexander Gordon. ■ 

" My dear Boswcll, do not neglect to write to me ; 



" Februwy 18, 1777." 

" TO DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

" Edinbuigh, Feb.2i, 1777- 
" DEAR IJIB, 

" Your letter dated the 18th instant, I hadthe 
pleasure to receive last post. Although my late long 
neglect,' or rather delay, was trulyculpable, 1 am 

1 1 Hiblory ot' Philip Ihe ticcotid. 
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tempted not to regret it, since it lias produced me 
BO valuaHe a proof of your regard. I did, indeed, 
during that iuexcusable silence, sometimes dirert the 
reproaches of my own mind, by fancying that I should 
hear again from you, inqoinng with some anriety 
about me, because, for augnt you knew, I might have 
been ill. 

" Yon are pleased to shew me, that my kindness is 
of some consequence to tou. My heart is elated at 
the thought. Be assurea, my dear sir, that my affec- 
tion and reverence for you are exalted and steady. I 
do not believe that a more perfect attachment ever 
existed in the history of maiutind. And !t is a noble ' 
attachment ; for the attractions are Genius, Learning, 
and Piety. 

" Your difficulty of breathing alarms me, and brings 
into my ima^nation an event, which although in the 
natural course of things, I must expect at some pe- 
riod, I cannot view with composure. 

" My wife is much honoured by what you say of 
her. She begs you may accept of her best compli- 
ments. She is to send you some marmalade of 
oranges of her own making. 

" I ever am, my dear sir, 

" Your most obliged " 
" And faithful humble servant, 

" Jahes Boswell." 

" to mhe8 boswell, esq. 

" DKAB Sm, 

" I Have been much pleased with your late 
letter, and am glad that my old enemy, Mrs. Boswell, 
begins to feel some remorse. As to Miss Veroniai'" 
Scotch, I think it cannot be helped. An " 
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maid you might eaMly have; but il>e would still 
imitate the greater number, as they would be like- 
wise those whom she must most respect. Her 
dialect will not be gsoes- Her mamma had not 
iDuch Scotch, and you have yourself very little. I 
hope she knows my name, and does not call me 
Johnston. ' 

" The immediate cause of my writing is this : — 
One Shaw, who seems a modest and a decent man, 
has written an Erse Grammar, which a very learned 
Highlander, Macbean, has, at my request, examined 
andMwrored. 

" The book iB very little, but Mr. Shaw has been 
persuaded by his Mends to set it at half a guinea, 
though I advised only a crown, and thought myself 
liberal. You, whom the authour considers as a great 
encourager of ingenious men, will receive a parcel of 
his proposals aod receipts. I have undertaken to 
give you notice of them, and to solicit your coun- 
tenance. You must ask no poor man, because the 
price is really too high. Yet such a work deserves 



" It is proposed to augment our club from twenty 
to thirty, of which I am glad ; for as we have several 
in it whom I do not much like to consort with,' I 
am for reducing it to a mere miscellaneous col- 
lection of conspicuous men, without any determinate 
character. * * • * 

" I am, dear sir, 

" Most affectionately yours,' 
" March 14, I777," " Sam. Johnson." 

1 JdhtuaitutheiDiKtGoiriinanEnduhfoniiMionoriheniTuine 
iioin John ; JiAmtUn the Scotch, nty iUuBtriaui tHend observed, 
tliat iQiin; North Brilons pronounced bis name in theii ovn way. 

S On aceouat of their diflering ftoni him u to rdigion and 
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" Mj respects to Machun, to Verouica, to Alex- 
ander, to Euphemia, to David." 



" MR. BOSWBLI. TO DR. JOHNSON. 

" Edinburgh, April 4, 1777. ■ 

^Aft«r infornniDg him of the death of my little son 
Darid, and that I covdd not come to London this 
spring:—] 

" I think it hard that I should be a whole year 
without seeing you. May I presume to petition for 
a meeting with you in the autumn ? You have, I be- 
lieve, seen all the cathcdraTs in England, escept that 
of Carlisle. If you are to be with Dr. Taylor, at 
Ashbourne, it would not be a great journey to come 
thither. We may pass a few most agreeable days 
there by ourselves, and I will accompany you a good 
part of tJie way to the southward again. Pray think 
of this. 

" You forget that Mr. Shaw's Erse Grammar was 
put into your hands by myself last year. Lord 
Eglintoune put it into mine. I am glad that Mr. 
Macbean approves of it. 1 have received Mr. Shaw's 
proposals for its publication, which I can perceive are 
written 6t/ the hand nfa Master. 

" Pray get for me all the editions of ' Walton's 
Lives.' I have a notion that the republication of them 
with Notes will faJI upon me, hetwecD Dr. Home 
and Lord Hailes."' 

1 [None of the persons herejnentioned executed the work wHeh 
thev had in contemplataon. WJion's vJusble book, howem, 
li« been correctly repubTishn! in quarto, with notes and lUuBtra. 
tionn, by the Rev. Mr. Zouch. M-i 
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Mr. Shaw's proposals t fw " An Analysis of the 
Scotch Celtic Language," were thus iUuminated by 
the pen of Johnson : 

" Thouoh tte Erge Dialect of the Celtic l^guage 
has, from the e^Iiest times, been spoken in Britmn, 
wid still subsists ia the northern parts and adjacent 
ishwds, yet, by tbe negligence of a people rather 
warlike than lettered, it has hitherto been left to the 
caprice and judgement of every speaker, and has 
floated in the living voice, without the steadiness of 
analogy, or direction of rules. An Erse Grammar is > 
an addition to the stores of literature ; and its authour 
hopes for the indulgence aJvays shewn to thoae that 
attempt to do what was never done before. If his 
vto-k shall be found defective, it is at least tdl his 
own : he is not like other grammarians, a cominler tn" 
transcriber ; what he delivers, he has leamea by at- 
tentive observation among his countrymen, who per- 
haps will be themselces Eurprisei) to see that speech, 
reduced to prindples, which they have used only by 
imitation. 

" The use of this book will, however, not be con- 
fined to the mountajns and islands ; it will afford a 
jdeasing and important subject of specidation, to 
those whose studies lead them to trace the affinity 
of languages, and the migrations of the ancient races 
«f mankind." 



" TO DR. SAHIIEL JOHNSON. 

" Obagow, April 24, 1777- 
" HY DEAR SIR, 

" Our wtHthy friend Thrale's death having ap- 
peared in the news-papers, and been afterwards con- 
tradicted, I have been pluxd in a state of very lueasy 
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Btioertainty, from which I hoped to be r^ered ty 
you : but my hopes have ae yet been rain. How 
could you omit to write to me on such an occaaion i 
I shall wait with anxiety. 

" I am gmng to Auchinleck to §t«y a fortnight 
with my father. It is better not to be there very 
long at one time. But frequent renewals of attention 
are agreeable to him. 

" Pray tell me abOut this editiou of ' The English 
Poets, with a Preface, biographical and critical, to 
each Authour, by Samuel Johnson, LL. D.' which I 
see advertised. 1 am delighted with the prospect of 
it. Indeed 1 am happy to feel that I am capaUe of 
being so niucli delighted with literature. But is not 
the charm of this pubhcation chiefly owing to the 
ntagnum nomen in tne front of it } 

" What do you say of Lord Chesterfield's Memoirs 
and last Letters ? 

" My wife has made marmalade of oranges for you. 
I left her and my daugtters and Alexander all well 
yesterday. I have taught Veronica to speak of you 
thus; — Dr. Johmon, not Johnifon. I remain, my 
dear sir, 

" Your most affectionate, 

" And obliged humble servant, 

" James Boswelu" 

" to jambs boswell, esq. 

" DEAR Glit, 

" The story of Mr. Thrale's death, as he had 
neither been . dck nor in any other danger, made ao 
little impression upon me, that I never thought about 
obviating its effects on any body else. It is supposed 
to have been produced by the English custom of 
maldng April fools, that is, of sending one another va 
Wrnie foolish errand on the first of April. 
VOL. III. nn 



D,5,l;f..b,GOOgle' 



302 TH« LIFE OF [1777- 

" Tell Mrs. Boswell that J shall taste lier marmalade 

cautious]}' at first. Timeo Danaos vl dana Jerentet. 

Beware, saya the Italian proverb, of a reconciled 

euenif . But when I find it does me no harm, I shall 
. then receive it and be thankful for it, as a pledge of 

firm, and, I hope, of unalterable kindueBs. She is, 

after all, a dear, dear lady. 

" Please to return Dr. Blair thanks for his sermons. 

The Scotch write English wonderfully well. - 

" Your frequent visits to Aucliinleck, and your 
shwt stay there, are very laudable and very judicious. 
Your present concord with your father gives me great 
pleasm« ; it was all that you seemed to want. 

" My healtli is very bad, and n^y nights are very 
unquiet. What can I do to mend uiem ? I have for 
tliis sununer nothing better in proapect than a journey 
into Staffordshire and Derbyshire, perhaps with Ox- 
^yrA and Birmingham in my way. 

"Make my compliments to Miss Veronica ; I must 
leave it to A^r philosophy to comfort you for the loss 
of little David. You must remember, th^t to keep 
tliree out of four is more than your share. Mrs. 
Thrale has but four out of eleven. ' 

" I am engaged to write little Lives, and little 
Freftoes, to a little edition of the Engti^ Poets. I 
think I Lave |)ersuaded the booksellers to insert some- 
thing of Thomson ; and if you could give me some 
information about him, for tlie life which we have is 
very scanty, I should be glad. I am, dear sir, 

" Your most affectionate humUe servant, 
" May 3, 1777." " Sam. Johnson," 

To those who deliglit in tradng the progress of 
wotks of literature, it will be an entertainment to 
compare the linut«d design with the ample execution 
of that admirable performance, " The Lives of the. 
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EDgltBh Poeta," which is the richest, most beautiful, 
and indeed moat perfect, production of Johnson's pen. 
His notion of it at this time appears in the preceding - 
letter. He has a memorandum in this year, " SQ 
iSttj, Easter-Ere, I treated with booksellers on a 
bai^un, but the time waa not long."' The bargain 
was concerning that undertaking ; but his tender 
conscience seems alarmed, lest it should hare intruded 
too much on his derout preparation for the solemnity 
of the ensuing dM'. But, indeed, very little time 
waa necessary for Johnson's concluding a treaty with 
the booksellers; as he had, I believe, less attention 
to profit from his labours, than any man to whom 
literature has been a profession. I shall here insert 
■from a letter to me from iny late worthy friend Mr. 
Edward Dilly, though of a later date, an account of 
this pliin so happily conceived ; since it was the oc- 
casion of procurmg for us an elegant collection of the 
best biography and criticisn) of which our language 
can boast- 



"TO JAMES BOSWELL,£Sq. 

"DEAKsiB, " SouibUn, Sept. 26, 1777- 

" YoD will find by this letter, that I am still in 
the Hune calm retreat, from the noise and bustle of 
LfHidon, as when I wrote to you last. I am happy to 
find you had soch an agreeable meeting with your old 
friend Dr. Johnson ; I have no doubt your stock is 
VUjiJi increased by the interview; few men, ua-j I 
may say, scarcely any man, has got that tana of 
knowledge and entertainment as Dr. Johnson in con- 
venation. When he opens freely, every one is atten- 

1 PtayenindMsditatiMu, p- IG^' 
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tire to what he says, and cannot fiul of improremeitt 
M well aa pleasure. 

" The edition of the Poets, now pintiBg, will do 
hiMiour to the English jnvss ; and a concise accoUDt 
of the life of eadi authonr, by Dr. JohnsoD, will be a 
very valuable addition, and stamp the reputatioD oi 
this editioBsuperiourtoany thing that is gone befcMre. 
The tirat cause that gave rise to this undertaking, I 
believe, was owing to the little triding edition of the 
Poets, printing by the MarUns at Edinburgh, and to 
be B<^d by Bell, in IxHidou. Upon examioing the 
volumes which were printed, the type was fiwod so 
extmnely small, that many persons could not read 
them ; not only this inconyenience attended it, but 
the inaccuracy of the press was very eonsfncuoua. 
These reasons, as well as the idea of an inrasioD of 
what we call our Literary Property, induced the 
London Booksellers to print an elegant and accurate 
edition of all the English poets of reputation, fmn 
Chaucer to the present time. 

" Accordingly a select number of the most riespect>- 
able booksellers met on tlie occasion; and, on con- 
sulting together, agreed, that ell the proprietors of 
oqiy-right in the various Poets should be summoned 
t<^ther; and when their opinions were given, to 
proceed immediately on the business. Accordingly 
a meeting was held, consisting <^ about forty of the 
most respectable booksellers •$ London, when it was 
agreed that an elegant and uniform edition c^ ' The 
En^ish Poete' shmld be immediately printed, with a 
concise account of the Itfe of each authonr, by, Dr. 
Samuel Johnson; and that three p^-sons shoi^d be 
deputed to wait upon Dr. Johnson, to scJicit him to 
undertake the Lives, viz. T. Davies, Strahan, and 
Cadell. The Doctor very poUtely undertook it, and 
seemed exceedingly pleased with the proposal. As 
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to the terms, it was left entirely to the Doctw to 
name his own : he mentioned two hundred guineaB ; ' 
it was inunediat«ly agreed to ; and a. ferther compli- 
ment, I believe, will be made him. A committee 
vas likewise appointed to engage the best engravers, 

.viz. Bartolozzi, Sherwio, Hall, &c. Likewise an- 
other committee C'"' giving -directions about the paper, 
printing, &c. so ' that the whole will be conducted ' 
with spirit, and in the best manner, with respect to 
authourship, editorship, cngraviugs, &c. &c. My 

. brother will give you a list of the Poets we mean to 
give, many of which are within the time of the Act 

.of Queen Anne, which Martin and Bell cannot give, 
aa they have no property in them ; the proprietoTB 
axe almcet all the booksellers in London, of conse- 
quence. 1 am, dear sir, 

" Edwabd Dilly." 

I shall afterwards have occasion to consider the 
extensive and varied range which Johnson took, when 
he was once led upon ground which he trod with a 
peculiar delight, having long been intimately ac- 
. quainted with all the circumstances of it that could 
interest and please. 

" DR. JOHNEON TO CHARLES O' CONNOR, ES«. * 
" SIR, 

" Having had the pleasure of conversing with 
Dr. Campbell about your character and your literary 

1 [ JohnKin's moderalion in demandina >o mull s nun is ex- , 
tnotdhiary. Hod he aakfd one tboumid, or ena fifleen hundnd 
guineas, the bookKllen, who knew (he value of his namci would 

doublleSB hare readily giien it- They have probably got five 
thoueand guinesa by this work in ihe couiBe of twen^-five 
jeaiB. M-1 
3 Mr. Joseph Cooptr M'llktr, of liic 'iieasury, Dublin, *lio 
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nndertaking, I an resolved to gratify mjself br re^ 
newJDg a correspondence which began and enwd a 
great while ago, and ended, I am afraid, by my &ult ; 
a feuH which, if you have not forgotten it, you must 
now forgive. 

" If 1 have ever disajHiointed yon, give me leave tA 
tell you, that you have likewise disappointed toe. I 
expected great discoveries in Irish antiquity, and large 
publications in the Irish language; but the world 
still remains as it was, doubtfol and i^orant. What 
the Irish language is in itself, and to what languages 
it baa affinity, are very interesting questions, which 
every man wishes to see resolved ^at has any philo- 
logiral or historical curiosity. Dr. Leland begins hiB 
history too late: the ages which deserve an exact 
inquiry are those times (for such there were] when 
Ireland was the school of the west, the quiet habita- 
tion of sanctity and literature. Ifyou could give a 
history, thougn imperfect, of the Irish nation, from 
its conversion to Christianity to the invasion from 
England, you would amplify knowledge with new 
views and new objects. Set about it therefore, if you 
can : do what you can easily do without anxious ex- 
actness. Lay the foundation, and leave the super* 
structure to posterity. I am, air, 

" Your humble servant, 
" May 19, 1777." " Sam. Johnbon," 

oUigingly commimiealcd to ue thi< and a, &nner letter fenn Dr. 
Johsson to the ume geotlemui (for vhidi tee ToL I ^age Z5S), 
wiita to me u fidlows : — ■' Perhaps it would gratifj jou to twie 
some account of Mi. O'Connor. He is an amislile. leamed, vc. 
ncnble old gentlemui, of ao itidepeiidetit IbrtuEe, wbo liTes at Bel. 
■nagsr. Id the countj of Jtotcammon ; he is an admired wiitcii 
■nd Mmber of the Iriifa Academf . — The above I^ttet is alluded 
to in the Prefiice to the 2d edit, of hit Dineit. p. 3.''_Mr. 
O'CoDnoT sfterrorda died at the age of eigb^.tro, July 1, I7B1- 
S» a wdl-drawn charactci of him in the 0«ntleniaii's Magame 
flit AURUW 17»I, 
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Early in this year come outj in two Toluinfli quirto, 
the posthumous worlcs of the learned Dr. Zachuy 
Pearce, Bisbopof HocheBter; being " A Cominentary, 
mth Notes, on the torn Evangelists and the Acts of 
the Apostles," with other theological pieces. Jokn- 
son had now an opportunitr of maJung a grateful 
return to that excdient prefate, who, we have seen, 
was the only person who gare him any assistance in 
the compilation of his dictioniuy. The Bishop had 
left some account of his life and character, written by 
himself. To this Johnson made some valuable addi- 
tions,t and also furnished to the editor, the Reverend 
Mr. Derby, a Dedication,t which I shall here insert, 
both because it will appear at this time with peculiar 
propriety ; and because it will tend to propagaU and 
increase that " fervour of Loyalty," which in me, 
who boast of the name of ToRV, is not only a prin- 
ciple, but a passion. 



" SIR, 

" I PRESUME to lav before your Majesty the last 
labours of *a learned Bisltf^, who died in the toils and 
duties of his caUiiig. He is now beyond the reach of 
all earthly honours and rewards; and only the hope 
of inciting others to imitate him, makes it now fit to 
he remembered, that he enjoyed in his life the fovour 
of your Majesty. 

" The tumiutuary life of Princes seldom permits 
them to survey the wide extent of national interest, 
without losing sight of private merit; to exhibit 
iualities wht<£ may be imitated by the highest and 
he humblest of mankind; and to be at once amialde 
and great. 

" Such characters, if now and then they appear in 
history, are contemplated with admiration. May it 
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.be the ambition of all jimt aubjecte to make haate 
. with their tribute of nvetemx ; and as posterity may 
leam from your Majesty how Kiags should lire, may 
ther learn Ukewise from your people how they should 
be hoDOured. I am, 

" May it please your Miyes^, 

" With the moat prof ound respect, 
" Your Majesty's 
"Most dutiful and derotedj 

" Subject and servant-" 

In the summer he 'iVrotcA Prologue* which was 
spoken before " A Word to the Wise," a- comedy by 
Mr. Hugh Kelly, which had been brought u;^d the 
stage in 1770; but he being a writer for ministry in 
one of the news-papers, it fell a sacrifice to popular 
fury, and, in the play-house phrase, was damned. By 
the generosity of Mr. Harris, the proprietor of Covent- 
Garden theatre, it was now exhibited for one night, 
for the benefit of the authour's widow and children. 
To conciliate the favour of the audience was the in- 
tention of Johnson's Prologue, which as it is not long, 
I shall here insert, as a proof that his poe^cal talents 
were in no degree impaired. 

" This night preMnis > play, vhich pnbEek rage. 
Or light Of wrong, once booted hota the stage : 
FtDoi zeal oi maUce, now do more we dread. 
For En^iah Tengeance van not teiih iAe dead. 
A geoenius foe regard^ with pitting e^ 
The man whom Fate lias lud vhae all tiiu«t lie- 
To nt, reririiig from in aulhour'B dust. 
Be kind, ye judges, or at leaat be jun : 
Let no lenewed hoatilitiei invade 
Th' obUvioiu gnve'i imiDlable ehade. 
Let one gmit payment every clum ajqieaie, 
And him who cannot huil, alW to pleaw ; 
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To plow bj Ken«a, munnadoui of office, 
Bf tumUew merriment, or aaefiil KiiBe. 
Wbere aught of bright qr fair (he piece (Hsplaf)^ 
Approre it only p— *Cu too late to pr^ae. 
If mnt of skin or vuit of ore appear, 
Foibeat to iaa ; — &e poet cannot bear. 
By all, like him, man praise and blame be found, 
Ac last, B fieetjng gleam, or emptj Knindt 
Yet Ihoi ehsU calm reSecdon blew ibt night, 
Wben liberal pity digniBtd delist ; 
Wbm plunue fir'd her toidi at vittne's Borne, 
' And mirth wm baimtj with an humbler name." 

A drcumstance which could not fail to be very 
pleasing to JoliDson, occurred tliis year. The Tragedy 
of " Sir Thomas Overbury," written by his early 
companion in London, Richard Savage, was brou^t 
up with alterations at Dnuy-lane theatre. The 
Prologue to it was written by Mr. Richard Brinsley 
Sheridan ; in which, after describing very pathetically 
the wretdiedness of 



he introduced an elegant compliment to Johnson on 
bis Dictionary, that wonderful perfgrmance which 
cannot be too often or too highlv praised; of which 
Mr. Harris, in his "Philological Inquiries,"' justly 
and liberally observes, " Such is its merit, that our 
language does not possesa a more copious, learned, 
and Tenable work.' The concluding lines of this 
Prologue were these : 



1 Fan Fint, chap. ii 
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"Sttplciditlieude' that giTaloftituntiiDei 

Hm Mn'l BriafbTtuaei and ibe paiou'i ciimei ; 

Tlwn iImU hk bine (if own'd Umu^i) niviTe, 

Flx'dbj'iHE BAXD THAT SIDSOUE LAMODAOZ LIVE." 

Mr. Sheridan here at once did honour to his taste 
and to hia liberality of sentiment, by shewing that be 
was not prejudiced from the unlucky difference which 
had taken place between hb worthy father and Dr. 
Johnson. I have akeady mentioned, that Johnson 
was very dedrous of reconciliation with old Mr, Sie- 
ridan. It will, therefore, not seem at aJJ surprising 
that he was zealous in acknowledging the brilliaat 
merit of his son. While it had as yet been displayed 
only in the drama, Johnson proposed him asamcmber 
of The LiTERAHY Club, observing, that " He who 
has written the two best comedies of his age, is surely 
a considerable man." And he had, accordingly, the 
honour to be elected; for an honour it undoubtedly 
must be allowfed to be, when it is considered of whom 
that society consists, and that a single black ball 
excludes a candidate. 

". MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHKSOM. 
" MT DEAX Bia, " J11I7 9, 1777. 

" For the health of my wife and children I have 
taken the little country-house at which vou visited 
my uncle, Dr. Boswell, who, having lost nis wife, is 
gone to lire with his son. We took possession of our- 
villa about a week ago; we have a garden of three 
ouarters of an acre, well stocked with IVuit-trees and 
flowers, and gooseberries and currants, and pease and 
lieans, and cabbages. Sec &c. and my children are 

1 " Xdi^ of RiduidSange, bjr Dr. Jahnwn." 
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ouite haj^^. I now write to yon in a little study, 
Irran the window of whicli I see around me a rerdant 
nvre, and beyond it the lofty mountaio called Arthur's 

" Vour last letter, !a whicb you desire me to send 
yon some additional information concerning Thorn- 
ton, reached me very fortunately just as I was gcMag: 
to Lanark, to put mv wife's two nephews, tJie young 
CampbelUi, to school diere, under the care of Mr. 
Thomscn, the master of it, whose wife is sister to ihe 
uuthour of ' The SeasoDB.' She is an old w<HnaD ; 
but her memory is very good; and she will with 
pleasure gire me for. you every particular that you 
wish to know, and she can tell. Pray then take the 
trouble to send me such questions as may lead to 
biographical materials. You say that the Life which 
we iatve of Thomson is scanty. Since I received 
your letter, I hare read his Life, published under the 
name of Cibber, but as you told me, really written 
by a Mr, Shiels ; ' that written by Dr. Murdoch ; 
one prefixed to an edition of the " Seasons," pub~ 
lished at Edinburgh, whicb is compounded of both, 
with the addition of an anecdote of Quin's relieving 
Thomson from prison; the abridgement of MnrdocJi's 
account of him, in the ' Biographia Britannica/ and 
another abridgement of it in the ' Biogr[i{>hical Dic- 
tiooary,'«nrii^ned with Dr. Joseph Warton's critical 
panegyrick on the ' Seasons' in his ' Essay on ^e 
Genius and Writings of Pope:' from all these it 
ajmears to me that we have a pretty full account of 
this poet. However, you will, I doubt not, ^ew me 
many blanks, and I shall do what can be done to have 
them filled up. As Thomson never returned to 
Scotland (whidi you will think very wise), his sister 
can apeak irom her own knowledge only as to the 

1 S(ep.223,331, of thunduiiK, 
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e«rlf 'part of his life. Sbe has »»»« lettera from bim, 
which may probably give light as to his more ad- 
vanced progrew, if she will let ub see them, which I 
suppose she will. 1 believe George X.ewi3 Scott ' and 
Dr. Armstrong are now his only surviving companicMis, 
while he lived in and about London; and they, I 
dare say, can tell more of him than is yet known. 
My own noti<m is, that Thomson was a much coarser 
man tban his friends are willing to acknowledge. 
His ' Seasons' are indeed full of elegant and pioos 
sentiniHits; but a rank soil, nay ^^ughlll, will pro- 
duce beautiful flowers. 

" Your edition ' of the * English Poets' vHU be 
very valuable, on account of the ' Prefaces and Lives.' 
But I have seen a specimen of an edition of the Poets 
at the Apollo press, at Edinburgh, which, for ezcel- 
, lence in printrng and engraving, highly deserves. a 
liberal encomagement. 

" Most sincerely do I regret the bad healtJi and 
bad rest with wUch you have been afflicted ; and I 
hope yoH are better. I cannot believe that the pro- 
logue which you geaerotiely gave to Mr. Kelly's 
widow Bad chudren the other day, is the effusion of 
one in sickness and in disquietude : but ext^nal cir- 

I [Gatnge hem Scott, Esq, F, B. S,, ui smisble uid learned 
nan, fimserly Sub-precqitor to hia picseot Huesty, and afler- 
warda^ipointedaComiiiiwioneTcf £xase. He died in 1780. M.] 

a ^Ui. Jphnaon wu not the editor of thii Collection of (he 
Eo^ish PoetSi he merely fumiBhed the bir^nphical pretkcea with 
vhich it i> enriched ; as a rightly stated in a Bubseguent page. 

He indeed, bam a TirtuouB motive recommended the vaikt of 
four or five pBelt (vliom he has named> to be added to the ad- 
lectioD ; but be i< no othenriie answerable for any which are found 
there, or any which are omitted. — The poana of Goldsmtlh 
(whoie life 1 know he intended to write, for I collected some 
material! tbr it by bia deaire}, were omitted, in cooBoquenoe ef a 
petty excliimTe interest in aome of Ihem, veiled in Mi. Cantan, a 
bookKHer. M.] 
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ctuAstonces axe never sure indications of the etete of 
man. I sendyou a letter which'I wrote to yon two 
years ago at Wilton ; sod did not send it at tne time, 
for fear of being reproved as indulging too much 
tendemew ; and one written to you at the tflmb of 
Melancthon, which I kept back, lest I should appear 
at once too superstitious and too enthosiasticL I 
now imagine that perhaps they may please you* 

" You do not take the least notice of mi proposal 
for oar meeting at Carlisle.' Though I have me- 
ritwiously refrained from visiting London this year, 
I ask you if it would not be wrong that I should be 
two years without having the benefit of your con- 
versation, when, if you come down as fer as Derby- 
shire, we may meet at the expense of a few days 
journeying, and not many pounds. I wish you to 
see Carli^e, which made me mention that place. 
But if you have not a desire to complete ycrar tour of 
the English cathedrals, I will take a larger ^re of 
the road between this place and Aehboorne. So tell 
me xekere you will fix for our passing a few days by 
ourselves. Now don't cry ' foolish fellow,' or ' idfe 
dog.' Chain your humour, and let yonr kindness 
play. 

" You will rejoice to hear that Miss Macleod, of 

1 Dr. Johnson had himBelf talked of out seeing Ci^ale toge- 
ther, tli^ vu s&voaritewocdDfhistodenaCeapenODofTaiik. 
He nid to me, " ^, I belieie we msf laeet at me houae of ■ 
Roman Catholich lad}' in Ciun1>«laiid ; a high Udy . sir" I after- 
iraids discovered that lie meant Mra> StriclJand, dster of ChaTles 
Tovnley, Esq. whose vety noble collection of statues uid pietuiea 
ia Dot more to be admired, th»n his extraotiUnaiy md poEte rea. 
diaeas in shewing it, vbicli I and leveral of jdj ftisidt bavt 
^reeably experii^ced. They who are pOBseSBed of valuable rtores 
<rt giBtilicalion lo persons of taste, should eserose their bme- 
vdence in impat^g the pleasure. Gratefid acknowledgements are 
due to M'elbore Ellis Agar, Esq. for the liberal access which he b 
grimaed to allow toUa-cnpiiiiUcalleelionofiHCtinetk 
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Rasajr, is married to Cidonel More Campbell, an ex- 
cellent mui, with a pretty good estate of his own, 
and the prospect of naving the Earl of Lmidoun's 
ftirtuDe mid hononra. Is not this a not>Ie lot for our 
fair Hebtidean ? How happy am I that she is to be 
in Ayrshire. We shall have the Laird of Rasay, and 
old Malcolm, and I know not how many gallant 
Macleods, and bagpipes, &c &c. at Auchinleck. 
Perhaps you may meet them all there. 

" Without doubt you have read what is called 
' The Life of David Hume," written bj; himself, with 
tbe letter from Dr. Adam Smith. subjoined to it. Is 
not this an age of daring eflVonteryP My friend Mr. 
Anderson, Professor of Natural Philosophy at Glas- 
gow, at whose house you and I gupped, and to whose 
care Mr. Windham, of Norfolk, was entrusted at that 
Universitv, paid me -a visit lately; aud after we had 
talked with indignation and contempt of the poisonous 
productions wi^ which this age is infested, he said 
there was now an excellent opportunity for Dr. 
Ji^nsoB to step forth. I agreed with him that you 
might knock Hume's and Smith's beads together, and 
m^e rain and ostentatious infidelity exceedingly ridi- 
culous. Would it not be worth your while to crush 
such noxious weeds, in the moral garden ? 

" You hsre said nuthing to me of Dr. Dodd. I 
knov not how you think on that subject; though 
the newspapers give us a saying of yours in &*our of 
mercy to bun. But I own I am very desirous that 
the royal prerogative of remission of punishment, 
should be employed to exhibit an illustrious instance 
of the regard which GOD's Viceoeeent will ever 
shew to piety and virtue. If for ten righteous men 
the Almioktv would have spared Sodom, shall not a 
thousand acts of goodness done by Dr. Dodd counter- 
balance one crime? Such an instance would do more 
to encourage goodness, than his execution would do 
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to deter from vice. I am not afriud of any bod con- 
sequence to Bodety; fin who will persevere for a long 
course of years in a dietinguished dieoliarge of re- 
ligious duties, with a view to commit a forgery wiUi 
impunity? 

" Pray malce niy best compliments acceptable to 
Mr. and Mrs. Thme, by assuring ttiem of my hejuty 
joy that the Matter, as you c^l him, is alive. 1 
-hope J shall often taste hia Champagne— fo6er/y. 

" I have not heard from Langton for a long time. 
I suppose he is as usual, 

* Studiom the boij minnetili to dccdvc' 

" I remain, my dear sir, 

" Your most affectionate 

" And fiuthfnl humUe serruit, 

" Jamkb BoswEtt." 

On the SSd of June, I again wrote to Dr. Johnson, 
enclosing a ship-master's receipt for ajar of orange- 
marmal»ie, and a luge pacKet of Lord Haites^ 
" Annals rf Scotland." 

"to JAMES flOSWELL, BSQ. 



" I HAVE juat received your packet from t/ir. 
Thrale's, but have not daylight enough to look much 
into it. I am glad that I have credit enough with 
Lord HaileB to be trusted with more copy. I nope to 
take more care of it than of the last. I return Mrs. 
Boewell my aflectionate thanks for her present, which 
I value as a token of recondliation. 

" Poor Dodd was put to death yesterday, in op- 
position to the recommendation of the jury-i-tSe 
petition of the city of London,— and a subsequeat 
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petiUoB BJgned by three-and-twenty thousand haads. 
Surely the rtuce of the publick, when it calls so 
loudly, and calls only for mercy, ought to be heu^ 

" The saying that vas given me in the papers I 
never spoke ; but I wrote many of bis petitions, and 
etfme oi his letters. He applied- to me very often. 
He was, I am afraid, long flattered with hopes of 
life ; but I had no port in the dreadAiI delnuon ; for 
as soon as the King had*ugned his sentence, I ob- 
tained from Mr. Ch&mier an account of the dispo^tion 
of the court towards hjm, with a declaration t^at 
there vm no hope even of a respite. This letter im- 
mediately was laid before Dodd; but he believed 
those whom he wished to be right, as it is thought, 
till within three days of his end. He died with pious 
composure and resolution. I have just seen the Or- 
dinary that attended him. His address to bis fellow- 
convicts offeitded the Methodists ; but he had a Mo- 
ravian with him much of his .time. His moral cha- 
racter is very bad: I hope all is not true that is 
cbai^ied upon him. Of his behaviour b prison aa 
account wul be puUished. 

" I give you joy of your coimtry-houae, and your 
pretty garden ; and hope some time to Hee you in 
TOUT feliaty. I was much pleased with your two 
letters tiiat had been kept so long in store;' and re- 

1 Since tbcy have bem so much honoured by Di. Jolinaan, I 



" TO'UB. SAMUXL Jl 
" MX IVXK DBAa Aim HUCH-BISPZCTZD *Ili 

" VoukQcnrm;KilemnaitlnuiuD<tfliitad. YaulOTC mE 
tor i£. Mid J reelect mmlf for it, because in ao far I reumble 
Mr. JohnKn. You wm be agre^lil)' lutprised when you ban 
the leason of my writing this leUer. I am at Wiltanbag in 
Suony. I am in the i^chunh where the RcfbniratioD wai fiiM 
pinched, and when mme of (he nfbmiaii lie Intmed. I ouM 
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" I bone to meet you lomewfaere toward§ the nortb, 
but am loatlv to come quite to Carlisle. Can we not 

icaiit the aeaoat pleasure of wiitiiig to Mr. Joluuoti from the tomb 
of Hetancthou. My papeireatsupon the gtsTi^stoDe of that great 
and good man, who vaa uodoubtedlf the worthiest of all the re. 
fiirmeiB. He iFuhed to iribtm abuxs which had been introduced 
iDto the Chunh ; but had no parate mentmait to gratify. So 
mild vol he, that vhen hie aged mother coniulted him with aniietj 
on the penijeiiiig disputes of the times, he advised bee ' lA keep Eo 
the old nJ^iOD.' At this tomb, then, my ever dear and teipecled 
fiiend ! I tow to thee bd eternal attadunent. It ifaall be my utadji 
to do what I cao to lender tout life happy : and if you die befim 
e, I shall endeavour to do honour to youi memory; and, elevated 
raiat in liable jitty. BT " 
a you ! and may yoa a 



" HIT DEAB SIX, " Wilton-houBe, ApiilSa, 177»- 

" EvEBY scene of my life conGrmi the Inith of what you 
hare told me, ' there iioocertun happineaiin this stat^ irf'beiDg.* 
— I am here, amidst all that you know is at Loid Pembroke'i ; 
and yd I am weary and gloomy. I am just setting out for the 
houae of aa old fnend in Devondure, and liiall not get back to 
London for a week yet. You said to me lest Good f^iday, with 
A cotdiality that warmed my bearl, that if I came lo settle in 
London we should have a day fixed every week, to meet by our. 
■elves and talk ficely. To be thouglit worthy of such a privilege 
cannot hut eialt me. During my present absence from you, 
whi]e> notwithstanding the guety which you allow me to possess, 
lamdatkeTMdbytempotarycLiudE, I beg to bave a few lines fiixu 
yciB ; a few linea mcnly of kindness, as a viaiieum till I see yon 
again. In your ' Vanity of Human Wishes,' and in Pamell's 
' Contentment,' J find the only sure means of enjoying happness ; 
or, at least, the bopea of happiness. I ever am, with revenoce 
andaflbctkm, 

" Most faithfully yours, 

" JitHta Boawt:!.!..'* 
Ji-E 3 
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meet at Ifbmcheater f But we will settle it in some 
other letters. 

" Mr. Seward,' a great JaToorlte at Streatham, 
has been, I think, enkindled bf our travels, with a 
curiosity to see the Highlands. I have given him 
letters to you and Beattie. He desires that a lodging 
may be taken for him at Edinburgh, ag^nst his ax- 
rival. He is just setting ouL 

" Langton Itaa bteu exercising the militia. Mrs. 
WiOiuns is, I fear, declbing. Dr. Lawrence sars 
be can do no more. She is gone to summei* in the 
country, with as many conveniences about her as she 
can expect ; but I hare no great hope. We must all 
die : may we all be prepared I 

" I suppose Miss Boswell reads her book, and yoong 
Alexander tains to his learning. Let me hear aboiit 
ikaa ; tot every thing that belongs to you, belongs 
in a more remote degree, aod not, 1 hope, very re- 
mote, to, dear sir. 

Yours aflfectionately, 
" Jvtae 2B, 1717'" " Sau. Johnsox." 

TO THE SAME. 
" DEAR SIB, 

" This gentleman is a great favourite at Streat- 
ham, and therefore you will easily believe that he has 
very valuable qualities. Our narrative has kindled 
him with a desire of visiting the HighlimdB after 
having alrejidy seen a great part. of Europe. Yon 

1 WQliwn Seward, Eaa. F.R.S. editor of " Anecdotei <f 
nroe dietinguidied petBonB, &£. in four vdumee, dro. wdl known 
to ■ numennu and valuable acqaaintsnce tat hia Btentuie, love of 
tbe fine BMa, and aodal virtues. I am indebted to him for (erctal 
ccamnuoications concermng Johnsini. 

\Tias geotlonan, who waa bom in 1747) and was educated at 
the Chaiter-Hoiue, and at Oxford, died in Lmdon, April Zl, 
1703. M.J 
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luuBt receire him as a friend, and when you hare di- 
rected him to the curiodtiea of Edinburgh, give hin 
inatmctioDB and recommendatioDa for the rest of hia 
journey. I am, dear air, 

" Your most humble aervant, 
"June 24, 1J77-" " Sam. Johnson." 

Johnson's henevoleuce to the unfortunate was, I 
am confident, as steady anft active as tiiat of any of 
those who hare been most eminently distiaguishedfot- 
that Wrtue. Innumerable proofs of it I have no 
doubt will be for ever concealed from mortal eyes. 
We may, however, form some judgement of it, from 
the many and very various instances which have been 
discovered. One, which happened in the course of 
this summer, is remarkable frota the name and con- 
nection of the person who was the object of it. The 
circumstance to which I allude is ascertained hy two 
letters, one to Mr, Langton, and another to the Re- 
verend Dr. Vyse, rector of Lambeth, son rf the re- 
spectable clergyman at Lichfield, who was contem- 
porary with JTohnson, and in whose father's ^mily 
Johnson had the h^ipiness of being kindly received 
tit his early years. 

" DR. JOHMSaN TO BKKNKT I.A)IGT0N] ESQ. 
" DEAR SIR, 

" I HAVE lately been much disordered by a dif- 
ficulty of breathing, but am now better. I hope your 
house is weU. 

" You^know we have been talking lately of St. 
Cross, at Winchester; I have an old acquaintance 
whose distress makes him very desirous of an hospital, 
and I am afraid I have not strength enough to get 
hirainto the Chartreus. He is a painter, who never 
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nMe liigher than to get hia immediate livifig, and 
from that, at eighty-three, he is disaUed by a alif^t 
stroke of the p^ay, such as does not make him at aD 
bel|rie88 on oommou occasions, though his hand is not 
steady enough for his art. 

" My request is, that you will try to obtain a pro- 
mise of the next vacancy, from the Bishop of Chester. 
It is not a great thing to ask, and I hope we shall 
obtain it. Dr. Warton has promised to favour him 
with hia notice, and I hope ne may end his days ia 
peace. I am, air, 

" Your most humble serrant, 
" /line 39, 1777." " Sam. Johnson." 

" TO THE BEVERENn DK. VYBE, AT LAtlBETH. 
" SIR, 

" I DOUBT not. but you will readily forgive me 
for taking the liberty of requesting your assistance in 
recommending an old friind to hia Grace the Arch- 
bishop as Governor of the Charter-house, 

" His name is De Groot ; he was bom at Glou- 
cester; I have known him many years. He has all 
the common claims to charity, being old, poor, and 
infirm in a great degree. He has likewise another 
claim, to which no scholar can refiise attention ; he is 
by several descents the nephew of Hugo Grotius ; of 
him, froin whoia perhaps every man of learning has 
learnt something. Let it not be said that in any 
lettered country a nephew of Grotius asked a charity 
and was refiised, I ajn, reverend sir, 

" Your most humble servant, 
" Jul;9, 1777." " Sam. Johnson." 

^" TO THE REVEREND DR. VYSE, AT LAUBETH. 

" If anv notice should be taken of the recwn- 
iuenihttion wiiich 1 took the liberty of seiiding you, it 
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will be necessary to know that Mr. De Groot is to be 
found at No. 8, in Pfe^treet, Westminster. This 
information, when I wrotej I could not pve you ; and 
being coing soon to Lichfield, think it aet^ary to be 
left behind me. 

" More I will not say. You will want no persuasion 
to succour tlie nephew of Grotius. 

" I am, UT, 
" Your most humt^ servant, 
" Juij 23, 1777." " Sam. Johnson."] 



" THE REVEREND DR. TVBE TO MR. fi 
" BiK, " Lunbetb, Jwie 9, 17ST- 

" I HAVE searched in Tain for the letter which I 
spote of, and which I wished, at your desire, to com- 
municate to you. It was irom Dr. Johnson, to return 
me thanks ror my application to Archbishop Coni- 
wallis in ^vour of poor De Groot. He rejoices at 
the success it met with, and is lavish in the praise he 
bestows upon his farourite, Hugo Grotiiis. I am 
really sorry that I cannot find this letter, as it is 
worthy of the writer. That which I send you en- 
closed,' is at your service. It is very short, and will 
not perhaps be thought of any consequence, unless 
you should judge proper to consider it as a proof of 
the very humane part which Dr. Johnson took in 
behtdf of a distressed and deserving person. I amj 
air, 

" Your most obedient humble servant, 

«W. Vtbk."* 



I 1 ne preceoing letter. 

■i [Di. Vyw, u my requeit, mi id obliging as once mote to 
enddATour lo recovec the letter of Jidmson, to whidi he sUudea, 
but without success; for April 23, 1800, he wrote (o me thu*: 
" I have again seaKhed, but in vaiii, fin one of lu* lettcn, i> 
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" DH. JOHNSON TO MR. EDWARD HILLY. 



" To the collection of English Poets I hare re- 
commended the Tolume of Dr. Wafts to be added ; 
hb name has long been held by me in veoenUloD, 
and I would not willingly be r^uced to tell of him 
only tliat he was bora and died. Yet of his life I 
Iinow Tery little, and therefor* must pass him in a 
manner very unworthy of his character, unless some 
of his IHenas will favour me with the necessary in- 
formation ; many of them must be known to you ; 
aod by your influence perhi^ I may obtain some 
instruction: my plan does not exact much; but I 
wish to distinguish Watts, a man who never wrote 
but for a good purpose. Be pleased to do for me 
what you can. I am, sir, 

" Your humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 
" Bdt-coort, Pleet-aiMet, 
Ju]y7> 1777." 



" TO DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 
" MV DKAB SIR, " Ediobugh, July 16, 1777. 

" The &t« of poor Dr. Dodd made adismal im< 
presdon upon my m!nd. 

- " I had sagacity enou^ to divine that you wrote 
his speech to the Recorder, before sentence was prt^ 
nounced. I am glad you have written so much for 

. whidi be apeaka in hia own nenoaa njle of Hugo GmtiuB — De 
GtoM wu dfarlv a dcKcmduit of theiaaulj of Orotiui, md Aidi- 
labop Crannnlua mWngty ramplisd with Dr. Johagcai's n- 
que«." M.] 
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liim ; and 1 hope to be favoured with on exact list of 
tie several pieces, when we meet. 

" I .received Mr. Seward as the Mend of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thrale, and as a gentleman recommended by 
Dr. Johnson to my attention. I have introduced 
him to Lord Karnes, Lord Monboddo, and Mr. Nairne. 
He is gone to the Highlands with Dr. Gregory; when 
he returns, I shall do more for him. 

" Sir Allan Maclean has carried that branch of his 
cause, of which we had good hopes; the President 
and one other Judge only were against him. I wish 
the House of Lord^ may do as well as the Court of 
Session has done. But Sir Allan has not the lands 
of Broloi quite cleared by this judgement, till a long 
account is made up of debts and interests on the one 
side, snd rents on the other. I am, however, not 
much afraid of the balance. 

" Macquarry's estates, Stafia and all, were sAld 
yesterday, and bought by a Campbell. I fear he 
will have little or nothing left out of the purchase 
money. 

" I send you the case agiunst the negro, by Mr. 
Cullen, son to Dr. Cullen, in opposition to Mac- 
laurin's for liberty, of which you have approved. Pray 
read this, and tell me what you think as aPo/iVicuin, 
as well pa a Poet, upon the subject. 

" Be so kind as to let me know how your time is 
to be distributed nest autumn. I will meet you at 
Manchester, or where you please ; but I wish you 
would complete your tour of the cathedrals, and come 
to Carlisle, and I will accompany you a part of the 
way homewards. I am ever, 

" Most faithAUly yours, 

"James BoswELt." 
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" TO JAMES BOSWSLt, ESQ, 
" DEAR SIR, 

" YoDR notion of the necessity of an yearly in- 
terriew is rery pleasing to both my raBity and ten- 
dentesB. I slull, perh^, cmne to Carlisle another 
year; bat. my money has not held out so well as it 
used to do. I shall go to Asfaboume, and J purpose 
to make Dr. Taylor invite you. If you lire awhile 
vith me at his house, we sball have much time to 
ourselves, and our stay will be no expense to us or 
him. I shall leave London the XSth ; and after some 
stay at Oxford and Lichfield^ shall probably come to 
Asbbounie about the end of jfrar Session ; but of all 
this you shall have notice. Be satisfied we will meet 
som^riiere. 

" What passed between me and poor Dr. Dodd, 
ymi shall know more fully when we meet. 

" Of law-suits there is no end ; poor Sir Allan 
must have anotber trial, for which, however, his an- 
tagonist cannot be much blamed, having two Judges 
on his side. 1 am more afintd of the debts than <^ 
tbe HoiHe of Lords. It is siarcely to be imagined to 
what debts will swell, diat ar^ d^y increarang by 
smsU additions, and how careles^y in a state of 
de^ration debts are contracted, 'foor Macquanj 
was ha from thinking that when be sold his islands 
he (Jiould receive nothing. ,For what were they sold ? 
And what was their yearly value ? The admission of 
money into the Mighlanas will soon put as end to 
the feudal modes of Kie, by making those men land- 
lords who were not chiefs. I do not Iidow tliat the 
people will suffer by the change ; but there was io 
the patriarchal authority something venerable and 
pleaemg. Every eye must look with p^In on a Camp- 
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hell turning the Macquarries at vrill out of their sedet 
aviiee, their herediturv island. 

" Sir Alexander Dick is the only Seotsman liberal 
enough not to be angry that I could not find trees, 
where trees were not. I waa much delighted by his 
kind letter. 

" I remember Hasay with too much pleasure not to 
partake of the happiness of any part of that amiable 
mnily. Our ramble in the islands hangs upon my 
itnamnatioo; I can hardly help imagining Uiat we 
sliaU go again. PennaJit seems to hare seen a great 
deal which we did not see : when we trarel again, let 
us lode bett«r about us. 

" You base done right in taking your uncle'a 
house. Some change in the form of life, gives from 
time to time a new epochaof esiateoce. In a new 
place there is somethmg new to be done, and a dif- 
ferent system of thoughts rises in the mind, I wish 
I could gather currants in your gardeli. "Now fit up 
a little study, and have your books ready at hand ; 
do not spare a little money, to make yoor habitation 
pleasing to yourself, 

" I have dined lately with poor dear —. I 

do not think he goes on well. His table is rather 
coarse, and he has his children too much about him.' 
But he is a very good man. 

" Mrs. Williams is in the country, to try if she 
can improve her health; she is very ill. Mattera 

1 This Tfiiy just lEinarl I hope will be constandy held in re- 
mertibiaDee by parents, who are in general too apt to indulge dicrir 
own fond feeling* for Ibeir chSdren at the expense of their fHends. 
The comnton custem of introdudng ihem ita dinner is. highly 
injudicioas. It h ^Teeable enough that they ihauld appear at 
any other tiioe ; but they should not be simered la poison the 
moments of feniril; hf altracdng the attention of the company, 
and in a mftnnef compelling them from politenen to jwy what they 
4o not think. 

VOL. III. r F 
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lare come so about, that she is is the country with 
TeiT good accommodatiou ; but age, and sidmess, 
aodpride, have pade her so peerisb, that I was ihrced 
to bribe the maid Ur stay with her, by a secret eti- 
pulation of half a crown a week over her wages. 
' " Our Club ended its session about ux weeks ago. 
We now only meet to dine once a fortnight. Mr. 
Dunning, the great lawyer, is one of our members. 
The Thrales are well. 

" I long to know how the Negro's cause will be 
dedded. What is the opinion of Lord Aucbinleck, 
at Lord Hailes, or Lord Monboddo ? I am, dear sir, 

" YoiiT most affectionate, &c. 
" Julj 22, 1 777." " Sum. Johnsok." 

" DB. JOHHSOR TO MRS. BOSWELt. 
" HADAH, . 

" Thodoh I am well enough pleased witi the 
taste of sweetmeats, very little ^ the pleasure whidi 
I received at th£ arrival of your jar of marmalade 
arose from eating it. I received it as a token of 
friend^ip, as a proof of reconciliation, things much 
sweeter than sweetmeats, and upon this conuderatiou 
I return yon, dear madam, my sincerest thanks. By 
having your kindness I think I have a double security 
for the continuance of Mr. Boswell's, which it is not 
to be expected that any man can long keep, when the 
influence of a lady so highly and so jvtstly valued 
operates against him. Mr. Boswell will tell you that 
I was always faithfiil to yoiur interest, and always ea- 
deavoured to exalt you in his estimation. You mus^ 
now do the same lor me. We must all helfi one 
another, and you must now consider me as, dear 
madam, 

" Your most ohlieed 

" And most humble servant, 
•* Juiy2^ 1777." " Sam. Jshnson." 



0, Google 



JEtat. 68.J DR. JOHNBOX. 



" MB. BOSWELL TO DR. JOBNSOK. 
« MY DEAR SIR, " Edinbur^, Jttlj 28, 1771^ 

" This is the day oa which you were to leave 
Loodon, aod I h&ve been amiising myself id the ia- 
terrals of my law-drudgery, with figuring you in the 
Osford post-coach. I doubt, howerer, if you hare 
had 80 merry a journey aa you and I had in that 
vehicle last year, when yoa made so much eport with 
Gwvn, the architect Incidents upon a journey are 
recdlected with peculiar pleasure ; they are preserved 
in brisk spirits, ajid come up again in our minds, 
tinctured with that gai«iy, or at least that Animadoi 
with which we first perceived them." 

\\ added, that something had occurred, which I 
was afraid might prevent me from meeting him ; and 
that my wife had been adjected with comphdnts whidi 
threatened a consumption, but was now better-^ 

" TO JAMES BOSWKLI., ESQ. 



•' Do not £sturb yourself about our interviews ; 
I hope we shall liave many; nor think it any thing 
hard or unusual, that your design of meeting me is 
interrupted. We have both endured greater evils, 
and have greater evils to expect. 

"Mrs. BoswelTs illness makes a more serious dis- 
tress. Does the blood rise from ber lungs or froio 
her stomach? From little vessels broken in the stomach 
there is no danger. Biood from the lungs is, I be- 
lieve, always frothy, as mixed with wind. Your phy- 
sicians know very well what is to be dene. The loss 
c^ such a lady wouldi indeed, he very afflictive, and 1 
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hope she is in no danger. Take care to keep her 
mind as easy as is possible. 

" I httve left Langton !n London. He has been 
down with the militiit, and is again quiet at home, 
talking to his little people, as, I suppone, you do some- 
times. Make ray complimenta to Miss Veronica-' 
The rest are too young for .ceremony. 

" 1 cannot but hope that you have taken your 
country-house at a very seasonable time, and that it 
may conduce to restore or establish Mrs, Boswell's 
heuth, as well as provide room and exercise for the 
young ones. That you and your lady may both be 
liappy, and long enjoy your happiness, is the sincere 
and earnest wish of, dear sir, 

" Your most, &c 
« Oi&rd, Aug. 4, un." " Sam. Johmson." 

MR. SOSWELL TO DB. JOHNSON. 

pnforming him that my wife had 6)ntinued to 
grow better, so that my alarming apprehensions were 
relieved; and that I hoped to disengage myself from 
the other embarrassment which had occurred, and 
therefore r^uesting to know particularly when he in- 
tended to be at Ashbourne.^ 

" TO JAMES BOSWELt, ESQ. 



" I AM this day come to Ashbourne, and have 
oflly to tell you, that Dr. Taylor eays you shall be 
wycome to him, and you know how welcome you will 
be to me. Make haste to let me know when you may 
be espected. 

I [This young Udy, Ibt saAour's etdeat daughter, and U ihii 
thne about five years old, died in Iiondon, of 1 
mpwhs after ^ler father, Btpt. 2fl, 1796. M,] 
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" Make my oompliments to Mrs. BosweU, and tell 
her, I hope we shall be at rariance no more. I am, 
dear sir, 

" Your most humble servant, 
" Aug. 30, 1 777." " Sam. Johnson." 

" TO JAMES BOSffBLL, ESQ. 



" On Saturday I wrote a -rery short letter, im- 
mediately upon my arrival hither, to shew you that I 
am not less desirous of the interFiew than yourself. 
Life admits not of delays ; when pleasure can be had, 
it is fit to catdi it : every hour takes away part of the 
things that please us, and perhaps part of our dis- 

n'fion to be pleased. When I came to Lichfield, I 
id my old niend Harry Jackson dead. It was a 
ioss, and a loss not to be repfured, as he was one of the 
companions of mj childhood. I hope we may lone 
continue to ^n lri«idB ; but the friends which nient 
or useAilntes can procure us are not able to supply 
the place of old acquaintance, with whom the days of 
youth may be retraced, and those images revived 
which gave the earliest delight If you and I live to_ 
be mud) older, we shall take great (lelight in talking' 
«ver the Hebridean Journey. 

" In the mean time it may not be amiss to contrive 
«ome other little adventure, but what it can be I 
know not ; leave it, as Sidney says, 

'•To virtue,' foituDB, diCe, and womao'i btCMt j' ' 



1 {By ao odd mUCBke, in die GnE three edititmi -wt find a 
TCadiog ID this tine, to wMch Dr. Johiuon mniJd bf no mouu 
line subKiibed ; irinf having be^ nibeiituled for Umf. iW 
CRDur piobkbl; wu ■ nHBtake in the tnnicripC of JohniOD's original 
l«Uer, hii hand-wiitii^ being oOen vei; difficsU to read. The 
t-F3 
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Dlher deiittion in the beRinning of the line (virtue mBtead of 
nalure) must be attribuwd to hia memory baring iscdved him ; 
and therefiire hie not been disturbed. 



Suoted 19 tbe con eluding liDe of H] 
iat ' ■ '■ ■ - ■ - 



which the ewliest copy, I tieJieve, is found in Hamngton' 
lation of Ario«to, 15DI, in the notes Du the elerenih book :- 
therefore," eays he, " that e;icellent tbtm of Sir Philip Sidney in 
hia first Abcadia, which I Imow not by what mishap is left out 
■ -! printed booke,[4to. 11)90,' ■ .. - . . 

J And fidlawed, to nuke a 

' Who dofli deaire that chast his wife should bee. 
First be he Inie, fbr truth doth truth deserve ) 
Then be he nidi, oa she his worth may see. 
And, alwuea rate, credit with hei preserve i . 

Not toying kynd, nor causeleetly ankynd. 

Not stiiring thoughta, nor yet denying right. 
Not spying fuilts, nor In pl^e errori blind. 

Never hard hand, nor ever raynE [reins] too li^t ; 
As far ^oai vast, as br from vaine eipence, 

Th' one doth eufiirce, the t'other doth entice : 
Alio^p good companie, but drive ^om thence 

All filthie mouths that glorie in ibdr vice : 
This done, thou hast no more but leave the rest 

To nature, fortune, time, and woman's breast.' " 

I talie this opportunity to add, that in Enol and's FARKAEsrs, 
a eollection of poetry printed in 1600, the second couplet ot lids 
MSmet is thus corruptly eihibiled : 



a Taiiatjon, which I the radier mentjon, because the readings t^ 
that book have been triumphantly quot^, when ^ey happened to 
coiDinde with the sophisticalions of the second folio edition of 
Shakspeare's plays in 1G^2, as adding I know not what degree of 
anlhority and authenticity to the latter 1 asif 'thecorruptuHiscf <oe 
book (and that abounding ^wiih the gra^st faMScatioDS of the 
authoun &om whose works its extracts are made) oould pve any 
kind of support to another, which in every p«ge ii s^ mcoe 
adulterated and unfdlhfiiL M.} 
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" One thing ^u will like. The Doctor, bo far as 
I can judge, is likely to leave ug enough to ouraelreB. 
He was out to-day before I came down, and, I fancy, 
will. Etay out to dinner. I have brought the papers 
about poor Dodd, to shew you, but you wilLsoon nave 
despatched them. 

"■ Before I came away, I sent poor Mrs. Williams 
into the country, very ill of a pituitous defluxion, 
which wastes her gradually away, and whieh her 
t^ysician declares himself unable to stop. I supplied 
her as fiir as could be desired, with all conveniences 
to make her excursion and abode pleasant and useful. 
But I am afraid she can only linger a short time in a 
morbid state of weakness and pain. 

f The Tbrales, little and great, are all well, and 
purpose to go to Brightheimstone at Michaelmas. 
They will invite me to go with them, and perhaps I 
may go, but I hardly think 1 shall like to stay the 
whole time j but of futurity we know but little. 

" Mrs. Porter is well ; but Mrs. Aston, one of the 
ladies at Stowhill, has been struck with a palsy, from 
. whidi she is not likely ever to recover. How soon 
may such a stroke fall upon us ! 

" Write to me, and let us know when we may ex- 
pect you. I am, dear sir, 

" Your most humble servant, 
" Ashbourne, Sept. 1, 1777-'' " Sam. Johnson." 

"MR. B03WELL TO DR. JOHNSON. 

" Edinburgh, Sept !>, 1777. 
^After informing him that I was to set out next 
day, in order to meet him at Ashbourne ; — "^ 

" I have a present for you from Lord Hailes ; the 
fifth book of 'Lactantius,' which he has published 
with Latin notes. He is also to ^ve youafew anec- 
dotes fw your ' Life of Thomson,* who I fiild was 
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friyate tutw to tbe present Earl of Hadington, Lord 
lailes'a cousin, a drcuiostasce not mentioned by^ Dr. 
Murdoch. I have keen expectations of delight from 
your edition of the English Poets.' 

" I am sorry for poor Mrs. Williaroa's situation. 
You will, however, have the comfort of reflecting on 
your kindness to her. Mr. Jackson's death, and 
Mrs. Aston's palsv, are gloomy ciTCumstances. Yet 
surely we should oe haltituated to the uncertainty of 
life and health. When my mind is unclouded by 
melancholy, I consider the temporary distresses of 
this state ofbeing, as "light afflictions," by etretdiing 



iny mental riew into that glorious after-esiatence, 
when they will appear to he as notliing. But present 
pleasures and present p^s must be felt. 1 lat«ly 



read ' Rasselas' oTer again with great satisfaction. 

" Since you are desirous to hear about Macquanys 
sale, I ^hall inform you particularly. The gentleman 
who purchased Ulva, is Mr. Cajupbell, of Auch- 
naba : our friend Macquarry was proprietor of two- 
thirds of it, of which the rent was 136^. 5s. l|rf. 
This parcel was get up at 4,069/. 5s. id. but it sold 
for no less than 5,540^. The other third of Utva, 
with the island of Staffa, belonged to Macquarry <^ 
Orm^g. Itsrent,indudingthatofStaSa,83/.12«.S|<f. 
— «et up at 2,178/. 161. 4i/.— ^Id for no less than 
3,540?. The Laird of Col wished to purchase Ulra, 
but he thought the price too high. There may, in- 
deed, be great improvements made there, both in 
fishing and agriculture ; but the interest of the pur- 
chase-money exceeds the rent so very much, th^ 1 
doubt if the bargain will be profitable. There is an 
island called Little Colonsay, of 10/. yearly rent, 
which I am informed has belonged to the Mac- 
quarrj-s of Ulva for many ages, but which was lately 

1 [See p. 313. n. AI.] 
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claimed by tbe Presbyterian Synod of Argyll, in con- 
seqiience of a grant made to them by Queen Anne. 
It IS believed tbat their claim will be dismissed, and 
that Little Colonsay will also be sold for the advan- 
tage of Macqnarry's creditors. What think you of 
Diirchasing this ieland, and endowing a school or col- 
lege there, the master to be a clergyman of tbe 
Church of England ? How venerable would such-an 
institutioii make the name of Dr. Samuel Johnson, 
in the Hebijdee ! 1 have, like yourself, a wonderful 
^easure in recollecting our travels in those islands. 
Tbe pleasure is, I think, greater than it reasonably 
should be, considering that we had not much either 
of beauty or elegance to charm our imaginations, or 
of rude novelty to astonish. Let us, by all meana, 
have another expedition. I shrink a Uttle from our 
scheme of going up the Bidtick.' I am sorry yoa 

I It appRUB that Johnion, now in hia tiztfi^igfalh yeu, «*s 
triomjy mdiind to naliic the project of mn gang up tbe Baltick, 
vhidi I had Raned wbai ae ■at in the kle of Skj j for be thiu 
vnlea to Mil. Thnle ; haUn, Vol. I. page 3C6: 

"Adibonnie, Sep. 13, 1777- 
" BoswKLi., I bdieie, ii conuDg. He talks of being 
here to-day : I ihall be glsd to see him : but he shrioki from the 
Baltiek expcditioii, which, I think, is thebesCtchemeinoarpaveii 
vhH we diall nbititiite, I know not. He mull to aee Waleij 
but, except the HOods of Bachycniigh, what i> thete in Wales, 



1 411 the hunger of ignoiance, or quench the thirst of 1 
stty ? We may, perhaps, form some sdii 



? We may, perhaps, foim some sdieme or other : hot, in 
of Hockley In the Hole, it is pity he has not ■ better 



SvA an ttdour of mind, BDd vigour of entarprise, ia adnurabls 
■I auf age : but more puticulaily so at the adianced periDd « 
which Jdmson was (hoi arrived. I am sorry now that I HA not 
insial on our eiecuting that scheme. Seudes the other objerts of 
curksily and obsenration, to have seai my illusliknis friend t»- 
ceJved. as he probably would have beoi, by a ptipce so eminent^ 
dbtJogiiiilied fbr hli variety of talenti and acquisitiontu (be l«to 
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have already beea in Wales; for 1 wiab to see it. 
Shall we go to Ireland, of vrfaicli 1 liave seen but 
little ? We ahaJl try to strike out a plan when wc 
are at Ashbourne. I am ever 

"Your most faithful humble serraut, 

" Jahes Bos well." 



" TO JAMCS BOSWELL. ESQ. 



" I WRITE to be left at Carlisle, as you direct 
me; but yon cannot have it. Your letter, dat«d 
Sept. 6, was not at diis place till this day, ThnrS' 
day, Sept. 1 1 ; and 1 hope you will be here before 
this ia at Carliele. ' However, what you have not 
golog, you may liare returning ; and as I beliere 1 
shall not lore tou less after our uiternew, it will then 
be as true as tt is now, that I set a very higb value 
upon yonr friendship, and count your kindness as one 
of the chief felicities of my life. Do not fancy that 
an intermissioii of writing is a decay of kindness. 
No man is always in a dispc«ition to write ; nor has 
any man at all tunes something to say. 

" That distrust which intrudes so often on your 
mind is a mode of melancholy, which, if it he the 
buuness of a wise man to be happy, it is foolish 
t« indulge; and, if it be a duty to preserve our 
fiiculties entire for their proper use, it is criminal. 



King of Sweden ; and by the Empress of Rusas, whose extnor- 
dinaiT abilitiM, IntbrnistJin, and nugnaniinilj, isIoriiBh the 
world, would h»e affi>ided ■ noble subject tor contaDplBlioa and 
ncotd. Thia t£fl«tioD may posobly be IluHigbl too TinoHB; by 
die more sedste and cold-blooded part of my readers ; jet I own, 
I Inqncntl* indulge it with an earnest, unaiailing itgiet. 

> It w> Suippentii, The letter wn fbrwarded to mj hmue at 
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Suspidon is veiy often an useless p^. From that, 
and all other paia.s, I wish you tree and safe ; for I 
am, dear sir, 

" Most affectionately yours, 
" Aahboome, Sept. II, 1737-" " Sam. Johhson." 

On Sunday evening, Sept. 14, I arrired at Ash' 
bourne, and drove directly up to Dr. Taylor's door. 
Dr. Johnstm and lie appeared before I had got out of 
the post-diaise, and welcomed me cordially. 

I told them that I had travelled all the preceding 
night, and gone to bed at Leek in Staffordsnire ; and 
th^t when I rose to go to church in the afternoon, I 
was informed there had been an earthquake, of 
which, it seems, the shock had been felt, ia aoin» 
degree at Ashlxnirne. Johnson. " Sir, it will be- 
much exaggerated in popular talk : for, iu the first 
place, the common people do not accurately adapt 
their thoughts to the objects ; nor, secondly, do they 
accurately adt^t their words to their thoughts : ^y 
do not meas to lie ; but, taking no puns to be exact, 
they give you very felse accounts. A great part (rf 
theu" language is proverbial. If any thing rocks at 
all, they say it rocks like a cradles and in Uiis way 



ttey go on," 
The subiei 



bject of grief for the loss of relations and 
friends being introduced, I observed that it waa 
strange to condder how soon it iu general wears away. ' 
Dr. Taylor mentioned a gentleman of the neighbour- 
hood as the only instance he had ever known of a 
person who had endeavoured to retain grief. He 
told Dr. Taylor, that after his Lady's death, which 
affected him deeply, he resolved that the grief, which 
he cherished wiUi a kind of sacred fondness, should be 
lasting J but that he found he could not keep it 
long. Johnson. " All grief for what cannot in the 
course of nature be helped, soon wears away ; in some 
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sooner. Indeed, in some later ; but it never continues 
Tery long, unleBS wbere there ia madness, such as 
will make a man have pride so fixed in his mind, as ■ 
to imagine himself a king ; or asy other passion in an 
unreasonable way : for all unnecessary gnef is unwise, 
and therefore will not be long retained by a sound 
mind. If, indeed, the cause of our grief is occa- 
noned by our own misconduct, if grief is mingled 
with remorse of conscience, it should be lasting." 
BoBWELL. " But, sir, we do not approre of a man 
who very soon forgets the loss of a wife or a friend." 
Johnson. " Sir, we disapprove of him, not because 
he soon forgets his grief, for the sooner it is foT~ 
gotten the better ; but because we suppose, that if he 
lOTgets his wife or his friend soon, he has not had 
much affection for them."' 

I was somewhat disappointed in finding that the 
edition of the English Poets, for which he was to 
write Prefeces and Lives, was not an undertaking di- 
rected W him : but that he was to furnish a Preface 
and Life to any poet the booksellers pleased. I 
a^ed him If he woald do this to any dunce's works, 
if they should ask him. Johnson. "Yes, sir; abd 
iay he was a dunce." My friend seemed now not 
mudi to relish talking of this edition. 

On Monday, September 15, Dr. Johnson observed, 
that every body commended such parts of his " Jour- 
ney to the Western Islands" as were in their own 
way. " For instance (said he), Mr. Jackson (the 
all-knowing) told me there was more good sense 
apon trade in tt, than he should bear in the House 
of Commons in a year, except from Burke. Jones 
commended the part which treats of language; Burke 
'that which describes the inhabitants of mountainoos 
countries." 

After breakfitst, Johnson carried me to see the 
farden belonging to the sckoii of Ashbourne, which 
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is very prettQy fbnited upon a bank, rising gradually 
behind tbe house. The Reverend Mr. Langley, Uic 
head-master, accompanied us. 

Wbile we sat basking in the sun upon a seat here, 
I introduced a common subject of compl^nt, the 
veiy small salaries which many curates have, and I 
nJaintained, that no man should be inrest«d with 
the character of a clergyman, unless he has a security 
for such an income as will enable him to ^pear 
respectable; that, therefore, a clergyman should not 
be allowed to have a curate, unless he gives him a 
hundred pounds a year ; if he eannot do that, let 
him perform the duty himself. Johnson, " To be 
sure, sir, it is wrong that any clergyman should be 
without a reasonable incoine ; but as the church re- 
venues were sadly diminished at the BeformatioUj the 
clergy who hare livings, cannot afford, in miuiy in- 
stances, to give good salaries to' curates, without 
leaving themselves too little ; and, if no curate werie 
to be permitted unless he had a hundred pounds a 
year, their number would be very small, which would 
be a disadvantage, as then there would not be such 
choice in the nursery for the diurch, curates being 
candidates for the higher ecclesiastical offices, ac< 
cording to their merit and good behaviour ." He ex- 
plained the system of the English Hierarchy ex- 
ceedingly well. " It is not thought fit (s^ ne) ta 
trust a man with the care of a parish till he has given 
pw)f as a curate that he shall deserve such a trust," 
This is an excellent fAi!ciry.* and if the ^ac<ice were 
according to it, the Church of England would be 
admirable indeed. However, as I have heard Dr. 
Johnson oliserve as to the Universities, bad practice 
doe? not infer that the constitution is bad. 

We had with us at dinner several of Dr. Taylor's 
neighbours, good civil gentlemen, ^o seemed. to 
understand Dr. Johnson very well, and not to CD^- 

Toc. ni. a « 
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uder him in tbe light that a certdn pemm did, who 
being struck, or rather Btunned by his voice and 
manner, when he was afterwards aaked what he 
tliought of him, answered, " He's a tremendoua com< 
paniou." 

Johnsm told me, that " Taylor was a rerr sensible 
acute man, and had a strong mind ; that he nad great 
actiritf in some respects, and yet such a sort M in- 
dolence, that if you should put a pebble upon his 
^mney-piece, you would find it there, in toe same 
state, a year afterwards." 

And here is a proper place to give an account of 
Johnson's humane and zealous ioterfereace in behalf 
of the Beverend Dr. William Dodd, formerly Pre- 
bendary of Brecon, and chaplain in ordinary to his 
M^esty; celebrated as a very popular preacher, an 
eneourager of charitable institutions, ana authour of 
a variety of works, chiefly theologicaL Having un- 
ha^nly contracted ezpeiiaive habits of livine, partly 
OCcmHied by licentiousness of manners, he in an 
evil hour, when pressed by want of money, and 
dreading an exposure of his circumstances, forged a 
bond of which he attempted to aviul himself to sup- 
port his credit, flatteriug himself with hopes that he 
might be able to repay its amount without being de< 
tected. The person, whose name he thus rashly and 
criminally presumed to folsify, was the Earl of Ghe»- 
terfield, to whom be had been tutor, and wb<^ he 
perhims, in the warmth of his feelings, flattered 
himself would have generously paid the money in 
case of an alarm being taken, rather than suflbr him 
to fall a victim to the dreadfiil comequences of vio- 
lating the law againat forgepy, the most dangerous 
crime in a commercial country ; but the unfortunate 
'divine had tbe mortification to find that he was mis- 
taken. His noble pupil a[^eared against him, and 
he was capitally convicted. 
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JohnBon told me that Dr. Dodd was reiy little 
acquunted with him, haring been but once in hig 
company, many years prerious to thia period (whidi 
was preineely the state of ray own acquaintance witb 
Dodd); but in his diatr^s be bethought himself of 
Johnson's permiasiye power of vnitingj if haply it 
miett avail to obtain lor him the Royal Mercy. He 
did not apply to him directly, but, extraordinary as it 
may seem, through the late Countess of Harrington, * 
who wrote a letter to Johnson, asldnff Mm to employ 
his pen in favour of Dodd. Mr. Allen, the printer, 
who was Johnson's landlord and next neightxiur in 
Bolt-court, and for whom he had much kindness, - 
was one of Dodd'a friends, of whom, to the credit of 
humanity be it recorded, that he had many who did 
not desert him, even after his infringement of the 
law had reduced him to the state of a man under 
sentence of death. Mr. Allen told me that he car- 
ried Lady Harrington's letter to Johnson, that John- 
son read it waUdng up and down his chamber, and 
seemed much agitated, after which he said, " I will 
do what I can ;— " and certainly he did make extrar< 
ordinary exertions. 

He this evening, as he had obligindy promised 
in one of his letters, put into my hands the whole 
series of his writings upon this melancholy occasion, 
and I shall present my readers with the abstract 
which I made from the collection ; in doing which I 
studied to avoid copying what had appeared in print, 
and DOW make part of the edition of "Johnson's 
Works," published by the Booksellers of London, 
but taking care to mark Johnson's variations in some 
of the pieces there exhibited. 

Dr. Johnson wrote in the first place. Dr. Dodd'a 
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" Speech to the Recorder of London," at the Old 
Bailef, when sentence of death was about to be pro- 
oounced upon htm. 

He wrote also " The Convict's Address to hie un- 
happy Brethren," a sermoa deUrered hy Dr. Dodd, 
in Uie chapel of Newgate. According t« Johnson's 
manuscript it began thus after the text, Whnt thalt 
I do to ie saved? — "These were the words with 
which the keeper, to whose custody. Paul and Silaa 
were committed by their prosecutms, addressed his 
prisoners, when he saw them freed from their bonds 
ny the peroeptible agency of divine favour, and was, 
therefore, irresistibly convinced that they were not 
offenders against the laws, but martyrs to the truth." 

Dr. JobnscHi was so good as to mark fitr me with 
his own hand, on a copy of this sermon which is now 
in my possession, such passages as were added by 
Dr. Dodd. They are not many : whoever will take 
the trouble to look at the printed capji and attend 
lo what I mention, will be satisfied of this. 

There is a short introducUon by Dr. Dodd, and be 
also inserted this sentence, " You see with what 
confiisiou and dishonour I now stand bef(H« you ^-^ 
no more in the pulpit of instruction, but on Uiis 
humble seat with yourselves." The notet are en¥ 
tirely Dodd's own, and Johnson's writing ends at 
the words, "the thief whom he pardoaed on the 
cross." Wliat follows was suj^lied by Dr. Dodd 
himself. 

The other pieces mentioned by Johnson in the 
above-mentioned collection, are two letters, one to 
the Lord Chancellor Bathurst, (not Lord North, as 
is erroneously supposed), and one to Lord Mans- 
field ; — A Petition from Dr. Dodd to the King ;— 
A Petition from Mrs, Dodd to the Queen ;--OI>- 
servations of some length inserted in the news-papers, 
on ocouion of Ewl Percy's having presented to hia 
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Majesty a pedtion for mercy to Dodd, ngnej by 
twmty thousasd people, but all tn rain. He told 
ine tbat he had also written a petition {rom the city 
of London ; " but (aaid he, 'with a significant smile) 
they mended it." ' 

The last of these articles which Johnson wrote is 
" Tfy. Dodd's last ; solemn Declaration," which he left 
with the sheriff at the place of execution. Here also 
my friend marked the variations on a copy of that 
piece now in my possession. Dodd inserted, ""I 
never knew or att«nded to the calls of frugality, or 
the needful minuteness of painiid. oeconomv;" and in 
the next sentence he introduced the woros which I 



" TbePetitionDf iheCitf ofLtmdon tohia Mucstf, infiiyourof 
Dr. Dodd," 1 ndv pte«ait H to my Teodeis, wim sudi pusogca m 
woe omitted, indONd ia ccoCdieti, and ihe additkoi or Tocklloiu 

" ThM William Dodd, Doctor ot Lavs, now lying under sen. 
tatee of death in your Mi^tily't gaol ^ Ncvgale, tat tbt ahae 
af forgery, hasfinragrut put of hia life set a ludbl and laudable 
eauoflt il iiS^uvx in lii> calling, [and as we hare leaaon tobe- 
Tieve, has exmosed his ministiy vitk-neat Sdcli^ and effica^], 
oAifA, in (RORjr initancei, hat produced tht moH nappy effect. 

" That he luu ben the firat inatttutor, [orl and a veiy eaineat 
and active promoter of several modes of useful diaiiq', and [that] 
thtrcioTelh^ may be «-"'-' --■---' — '--- 



thtfejbre [b^ may be considered as having txen on many ooca* 
iiDns a baieador to the publiek. 

'* LI'bat when tbey connder his past life, they are wOliug to 
(appose bis late oime to have been not the etmsequence of habinial 
dt^vity, but the juggeMkn of some soddefi and violeiit tempta- 

*' (niatl YouT FetiRoiten therefore conradering hii case, as in 
■ome of its dKunutanoes unprecedented and peculiai, and en- 
antragei t««™r jWate»(y'*fcfiiBF»i;fe™!iicy, [theyj'most humbly 
reoinnineiid the said Wi^am Dodd to (hia) yoitr Majesty's most 
gradoue consideration, in hopes that he will be found not altogethei 
[unfit] umnrthy lo stolid an example of Royal Hercy." 
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distinguiafa by Tlalich; "My life for somejeai un- 
happff years paat has been drendfiiU^ erroneous." 
JoItnBon's expression was hypocritual ; but his re- 
mark on the margin is " With this he said he could 
not charge himself." 

Having thus authei 
'• Occasional Papers," concerning Dr. 1 
able situation, came Irom the pen of Johnson, I shall 
proceed to present my readers with my record of the 
unpublished writings relating to that extraordinary 
and interesting matter. 

I found a letter to Dr. Johnson from Dr. Dodd, 
M»y 23, 1777, in which, "The Conrict's Address" 
seems clearly to be meant : 

" 1 am so penetrated, my ever dear sir, with a 
sense of your extreme beneTolence towards me, that 
I cannot find words equal to the sentiments of luy 
heart. * * * * 

" Yftu are too conversant in the world to need 
the slightest hint from me, of what infinite utility 
the Speech' on the awfiil day has been to me. I 
experience, every hour, some good effect from it. I 
am sure that effects still more salutary and im- 
portant must follow from your kind mid intended fa- 
w>ur. I will labour — God being my helper— to do 
jtutice to it from the pulpit. I am sure, had I your 
sentiments constantly to deliver from thence, in all 
their mighty force and power, not a soul 'could be left 
unconvinced and um)ersuaded." ****** 

He added, " May God Almighty bless and 
reward, with his choicest comforts, your pliilan- 
thropick actions, and enable me at all times to ex~ 
press what T feel of the high and uncommon obliga- 
tions which I owe to titejtrst man in our times." 

1 All ipecch st.tba DM Boil^, when (bund guili^. 
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On Sunday; June 22, he writes, beg^ng Dr. 
Johnnnn's assistance in framing a supplicatory letter 
to his Majesty; 

"If his Majesty could be moved of his royal 
clemency to spare me aod my family the, horrours 
and IgDomiDy of a jniblkk death, which the jmblick ■ 
itself is solicitous to wave, and to grant me in some 
silent distant corner of the globe to pass the re- 
mainder of my days in penitence and prayer, I would 
bless UIs clemency and be humbled." 

This letter was brought to Dr. Johnson when in 
church. He stooped down and read it, and wrote, 
when he went home, the following letter for Dr. 
Dodd to the King: 

" BIB, 

" May it not offend your Majesty, that the 
meet miserable of men applies himself to your 
clemency, as his last hope and his last refuge; that 
your mercy is most earnestly and humbly implored 
by a clergyman, whom your Laws and Judges have 
condemned to the horrour and ignominy of a publick 



" I confess the crime, and own the enormity of its 
conseauenceB, and the danger of its example. Nor 
hare I the confidence to petition for impunity; but 
humbly hope, that publick security may be esta- 
blished, without the spectacle of a clergyman dragged 
through the streets, to a death of infamy, amidst the 
derision of the profligate and proiane ; and that jus- 
tice may be satisfied with irrevocable exile, perpetual 
disgrace, and ht^^eless penury. 

"My life, sir, has not been useless to mankind. 
I have benefited many. But mv offences against 
Gop are numberless, and I have nad little time for 
repentance. Presei've me, sir, by your prerogativA. 
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of merc7, from the necesutv irf shearing nntvepatfied 
at that tribunal, before vnich Kings and Subjects 



must Btasd at last together. Permit me to hide my 
guilt in aome obscure comer of a foreign couatry, 
where, if I can eyer attain confidence to hope that 

2prayere vill be heard, they ahall be poured with 
toe ferrour of gratitude for the life and happiness 
of your Majesty. I am, sir, 

" Your Majesty's, &c" 

Subjoined to it was written as follows: 
"to dk. dodd. 

" SIR, 

"I MOST seriously enjoin you not to let it be at 
all known that I have written this letter, and to 
return the copy to Mr. Allen in a cover to me. I 
hope I need not tell you, that I wish it success. — But 
do not indulge hope. — Tell nobody." 

It happened lucidly that Mr. Allen was pitched on 
to assist in this melancholy office, for he was a great 
friend of Mr. Akennan, the keeper of Newgate. 
Dr. Jdinson never went to see Dr. Dodd. He said 
to me, " it would have done him more harm, than 
ffood to Dodd, who once expressed a desire to see 
him, but not earnestly." 

Dr. Johnson, on the 30th of June, wrote the fol- 
lowing letter: 

"to tub right honourable CHARLES JXNfcltrSOH. 



" Since the cmriction and candemuation of 
Dr; Dodd, I hare had, fay the iutarventJou of a 
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friend, some intercourse with him, and I am aure I 
shall lose nothing in your opinion by tenderness and 
conmiisOTation. Whatever he the crime, it is not 
«a8y to have any knowledge of the delinquent, with- 
out a wish that nis life may be spared ; at least when 
no Jife has been taken' away by nim. T will, there- 
fi)re, take the liberty of suggesting some reasons for 
which I wish this unhappy being to escape the ut- 
most rigour (^his sentence. 

" He is, BO far as I can recollect, the first clergy- 
man of our church who has suffered publick exe- 
cution for immoralityj and I know not whether tt 
would not be more tor the interests of religion to 
JxuT «uch an offender in the obscurity of perpetual 
«xite, than to expose him in a cart, and on the gal- 
lows, to all who for any reason are enemies to the 
clergy. 

" The supreme power has, in all ages, paid same 
attention to the voice of the people ; and that Toice 
Joes not least deserve to be heard, when it calls 
out for mercy. There is now a very general desire 
that Dodd's life should be spared. More is not 
wished; and, perhaps, this is not too much to be 
granted. 

"If you, air, have any opportuni^ of enforcing 
these reasons, you may, perhaps, think them worthy 
of consideration : but whatever you determine, I most 
respectfully intreat that you will be pleased to pardon 
£»" this intrusioD, sir, 

" Your most obedient 

" And most humble servant, 

" Sam, Johnson." 

It has been confidently circulated, with invidious 
remarks, that to this letter no attention whatever was 
paid by Mr. Jenkinson, (afterwards Earl of Liver- 
pool) { and that he did not eveu deign to shew the 
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covimoa dvility of owning the receipt of it. I could 
nut but wonder at Mich conduct in the nohle Lord, 
wliose own character a&d just elevation in life, I 
thought, must have impreisHed him with all due re- 
gard for great abilities and attunments. As the 
story had been much talked of, and apparently from 
good authority, I could not but have aBiniadrerted 
upon it in this work, bad it been as was alleged; 
but fiwn my earnest lore of truth, and having found 
reaeoB to think that there might be a mistake, I prfr- 
siuned to write to his Lordship, requesting an ex- 
planation ; and it is tfith the sincereat pleasure that 
I uu envied to assure the world, that there is no 
foundation ior it, the fact being, that owing to some 
neglect, or accident, Johnson's letter never came to 
Lord Hawkesbury's hands. 1 should have tliou^t 
it strange indeed, if that noble Lord had underralued 
my illustrious Mend ; but instead of this b^ng the 
case, his Lordship, in the very polite answer widi 
which be was pleased immediately to hrnour me, 
thus eiipresses himself : — "I have alw^s respected 
the memory of Dr. Johnson, and admire his writings; 
and I frequently read many parts of them with plea- 
sure and great improvement." ■ 

All applications for the Royal Mercy having foiled. 
Dr. Dodd prepared himself for death ; and, with a 
warmth of gratitude, wrote to Dr. Johnson as fbl- 
lows: 

Jane 2», lUidnlghi. 
"Accept, thou great and good heart, my 
earnest and ferrent thanks and prayers for all thy 
benevolent and kind efforts in my behalf. — Oh 1 Dr. 
Johnson! as I sought your knowledge at an eu-ly 
hour in life, would to heaTBn I had cultivated tlie 
love and acquaintance of so excellent a man 1 — -I pray 
God most sincerely Co bless you with the higtiest 
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transports — the infelt gatisfaction of humaM and be- 
nerolent exertions I— And admitted, as I trust I shall 
be, to the realms of bliss before you, I shall hail 
voar arrival there srith transports, and rejoice to ac- 
KDowledge that yoa waa my Comforter, my AdTocate, 
and my Frieitd! God be ever with you .'" 

Dr. Johnson lastly wrote to Dr. Dodd Has soletnR 
and soothing letter : 

" TO THE RBVBRKND DR. DODD. 
" DKAS SIR, 

" That which is appointed to all men is now 
coming upon you. Outward drcunistances, the eyes 
and the uioughts tA men, are below the notice of an 
immortal being about to stand the trial for eternity, 
l)efi»% the Supreme Judge of heaven and earth. Be 
comforted: your crime, morally or religiously con- 
sidered, has no very deep dye of tnrpitode. It cor- 
rupted no man's [u-inciples; it attacked no man's 
life. It involved. only a temporary and reparable in- 
jury. Of this, and trfall other sins, you are earnestly 
to repent ; and may God, who knoweth our frailty, 
and desireth not our death, accept your repentance, 
for the sake of bis Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

" In requital of those well intended offices which 
you are pleased so emphaticallT to acknowledge, let 
me beg tbat you make in your devotions one petition 
for my eternal wel&re. 1 am, dear air, 

" Yow most ^fectionate servant, 
» JtuiB 26, 1777." " Sam. Johnson." 

Under the copy of this letter I found written, in 
Johnson's own hand, "Next day, June 27, he was 
executed." 

To conclude this interesting episode with an use- 
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All applicatioD, let us now attend to the reflections of 
Jdinson at the end of the " Occaaonal Papera," con- 
cerning the unfortunate Dr. Dodd. — "' Sucn vere the 
lut thoughts of a man whom we hare seen ezidting 
in populuity, uid sunk in shame. For his reputa- 
tion, which no man can give to himself, those who 
conferred it are to answer. Of his publiclc ministry 
the means of judging were sufficiently attainable. 
He roust be allowed to preach well, whose sermona 
etrilte his audience with forcible conviction. Of his 
life, those who thought it consistent with his doctrine, 
did not originally form jalse notions. He was at first 
what he endearoured to make others ; but the world 
broke down his resolution, and he in time ceased to 
exempliiy his own instructions. 

" Let those who are tempted to his iaults, trouble 
at bis punishment; and those whom he impressed 
from the pulpit with religious sentiments, endeavour 
to confirm them, by considering the regret and self- 
abhorrence with which he reviewed in prison his de- 
viations from rectitude." ' 

Johnson gave us this evening, in his happy dis- 
criminative manner, a portrait of the late Mr. Fitz- 
herbert of Derbyshire. " There was (said he] no 
q*arkle, no brilliancy in Fitzherbert; but I never 
knew ft man who was so generally acceptable. He 
made every body quite easy, overpowered nobody by 
the superi(»ity of hia talents, made so man tninv 
voree of himself by being his rival, seemed always to 
listen, did not oblige you to hear much from him, and 
did not oppose wnat you said. Every body liked 
bim ; but he had no friend, as I understiuid the 
word, nobody with whom he e:xchanged intimate 
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thougfata. People were willing to tliink well of ctmt 
thing about him. A gentleman was makiog an af> 
fected rant, as many people do, of great feelings 
about ■ his dear sod,' who was at school neas London; 
how ansious he was lest he might be ill, and what he 
would give to see him. ' Can't ^ou (said Fitzherhert), 
take a post-chaise and go to him ?' This, to be sure, 
Jinish«a the affected miin, but there was not much in 
it.' However, this was circulated as wit for a whole 
winter, and I believe part of a summer taa ; a proof 
Uiat he was no very wttty man. He was an instancfl 
of the truth of the observation, that a man wiU 
please more upon the whole by negatire qualities 
than by positive ; by nerer offending, than by giving 
a great deal of delight. In the first place, men hate 
more steadily than tbey love; and if I have said 
mmetbing to hurt a man once, I shall not get the 
better of this, by saying many things to please him." 
Tuesday, Septanber 16, Dr. Johnstm having men- 
tioned to me the extraordinary size and price of 
some cattle reared by Dr. Taylor, I rode out with 
our host, surveyed his farm, and was shewn one cow 
which he had sold for a hundred and twenty guineas, 
and another for which he had been o&red a hnndred 
and thirty. Taylor tlius described to me his old 
schoolfellow and oiend, Johnstm : " He is a man of a 

1 Di. Gidnme, PbyBmii to Ug UqcBtjr'l Houidiald, hu 
oUigingly eominuiikated t* me a filter sammt of ihii Moir ttuo 
had icacbcd Di. Johiuall. The effected ^tlemm wu tfu Ute 
Jtita Albert Cooper, Emi. aathour of a Lift of Socnto, and of 
some poemi id Doddsj's soDectuut. Mr. FiCzheibeil fintid him 
one monuDg, npanotly, io snd vudent agkACuin, on aooouat cf 
the indHpowiHm of hk •on, u to awm beyoiid the pova of oom- 
tan. At uagii, bowerei, be dcUimed, " X wiD write an Eksy." 
lii, FitzheAert >i^g ^tjrf^ij |jy thjg, of the idDceriEj of his 
ODodDm, dylf a^d, ^ H*d not jaa betta Cake a pOBt^Jiaiie and 
SO and MB ^ajaV It waa die dmirdneii of the i n n n uation vbiA 
nude the atarjr be dmlalML 
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Teiy clear heiid, great power of wor^a, and a very 
~ 17 imagination ; but there b no disMitJng with him. 

e will not hear you, and having a louder voice than 
yeu, must roar you down." 

In the afternoon I tried to get Dr. JcJinson to 
like the Poenu of Mr. Hamilton of Bangour, which 
I had brought with me : I had been much pleased 
with them at a very early ^e : the impreHiDn still 
remained on my mind ; it was contirmed by the o}h- 
nioo <^ my friend tine Honourable Andrew Erakine, 
himself both a good poet and a good critJcJi:, wh« 
thooght Hamilton as true a poet as ever wrote, and 
that his not having fame was unacconntaUe. John- 
mm, upon repeated occasions, while I was at Ash- 
bourne, t^ked slightii^ly of Hamilton. He said 
there was no power of tJiinkJHg in his verses, nothing 
that strikes one, nothing better than «4iat you ge- 
nerally find in nlagaaines ; and that the highest |»w8e 
they deserved was, tlwt they were very well for a 
gentleman to hand ahoat amoag his meitda. He 
nid die imitation of Ne sit andUte iihi amor, Sfc. 
was too solemn ; he read part of it at the beginning. 
He read the beauti^ pathetick song, " Ah the poor 
shepherd's mournful iate," and did not seem to give 
attention to what I had been used to think tender 
elegant strains, but laughed at the rhyme, in Scotch 
pronimdatioD, luitkes and blushes, reading viusfiet— 
and there he stopped. He owned that the epitaph on 
Lord Neiriudl was pretty well done. He read the 
" Inscription in a Summer-house," and a little of the 
imitations of Horace's Epistles ; but said he found 
nothing to make him desire to read oa. Wlten I 
ui^d that there were smne good poetical paseagea in 
the book, " Where (said he), will you find so large a 
collection without some?" I thought the description 
of Winter might obtain his approbation : 
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"See Wlntei tmn the ftoccn noKh 
Drn« bis iran daoot fartb I 
Win giuly huiil in icy diAiiu 
Flic Twetda's slvec flood aKuBuDi," && 

He asked why an "iron chariot?" aod said "icy 
(jiains" waa an old image. I was struck with the 
uacert^ty of taste, and somewhat sorry that a poet 
whom I had long read with fondness, was not ap- 
prored by Dr. Johnson. I comforted myself with 
thinking dtat the beauties were too delicate for his 
robust perceptions. Garrick DuuBtaioed'that he had 
not a taste for the finest productiofis of genius; 
bat I was sensible, that when he took ^e trouble to 
analyse critically, he generally conrinced ua tliat he 
was right. 

In the evening the Rererend Mr. Seward, of 
licbfield, who was passing through Ashbourne in 
his way home, druik tea with us. Johnson described 
him thus: — " Sir, his ambition is to be a fine talker; 
ao he goes to Buxton, and such places, where he 
nay find companies to listen to him. And, sir, he 
Is a valetudinarian, one of tbme who are alwaja 
mending themselves. I do not know a more dis- 
agreeable character than a valetudinarian, who thinks 
he may do any thing that is for his ease, and indulges 
himself in the grossest freedoms : sir, he brings him- 
self to the state of ^ hog in a sty." 

I>r. Taylor's nose happening to bleed, he said, it 
was because he had omitted to have himself blooded 
four days after a quarter of a year's interval. Dr. 
Johnson, who was a great dabbler in physick, dis- 
approved much of periodical bleeding. " For (said 
he) you accustom yourself to an evacuation which 
Nature cannot perform of herself, and therefore she 
cannot help you, should you &om forgetfulness or any 
other cause omit it; so you may bt suddenly >uf> 
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focated. You ntay accustom yourself tn other pe- 
riodical eracuatioas, because atiould you omit them. 
Nature can- supply the omission ; but Nature cannot 
open a vein to blood you," ' — " I do not like to take 
an emetick (said Taylor), for fear of breaking some 
small Teasels." — " Poh ! (said Johnson), if you have 
so many things that will break, you had better break 
your neck at once, and there's an end oil't. You 
vill break no small vessels:" (blowing with high 
derision). 

I menti<«ied to Dr. Johnson, that David Hume's 
persisting in his infidelity, when he was dyiag, 
shocked me much. Johnson. " Why should it 
shock -you, sir? Hume owned he had never read tlie 
New Testament with attention. Here then was a 
man who had been at no pains to inquire into the 
truth of religion, and had continually turned his 
mind the'other way. It was not to be expected that 
the pro^ct of death would alter his way of thinking, 
unless God should send an angel to set him right." 
I said, I had reason to betJeTe that the thought of 
annihilation gave Hume no pain. Johnson. " It 
was not so, sir. He had a vanity in being thought 
easy. It is more probable that he should assume an 
appearance of ease, than so t^ry improbable a thing 
should be, as a man not afraid of going (as, in spite 
of his delusive theory, he cannot be sure but he may 
go), into an unknown state, and not being uneasy at 
leaving all he knew. And you are to consider, that 
upon his own principle of annihilation he had no 
motive to 'speak the troth." The horroiir of death 
which I had always observed in Dr. Johnson, ap- 

rared strong to-night. I ventured" to tell him, that 
had been, for m<»nent3 in my life, not airaid of 
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death ; therefore I could suppose iinother man in that 
stateofmindforaconsiderablespaceof time. Hesaid, 
" he never had a. moment in which death was not ter- 
rible to him." He added, that it had been observed, 
that scarce any man dies in publicb, but with apparent 
resolution; from that desire of praise wbicn never 

r'ts us. I said. Dr. Dodd seemed to be willing to 
, and Alii of hopes of happiness. " Sir (said be). 
Dr. Dodd would have given both his hands and boui 
his legs to have lived. The better a'man is, the more 
afraid is he of death, having a clearer view of infinite 
purity." He owned, that our being in an unhappy 
uncertainty as to our salvation, vms mysterious ; and 
said,"AbI wemustwaittill we are in another state 
of being, to have many things explained \o us." 
Even the powerful mind of Johnson seemed foiled by 
fiiturity. But I thought, that the gloom of uncer- 
tainty m solemn religious ^»eculation, being mingled 
with hope, was yet more consolatory than the empti- 
ness of infidelity. A man can live in thick lur, but 
perishes in an exhausted receiver. 

Dr. Johnson was much pleased with a remark 
which I told him was made to me by General Paoli : 
— " That it is impossible not to be afraid of death ; 
and that those who at the time of dying are not 
afraid, are not thinking of death, but ot applause, or 
BomeUiing else, which keeps deadi out of tneir sight: 
so that all men are equally afriud of death when they 
see it ; only some have a power of turning their sig^t 
away from it better than others." 

On Wednesday, September 1 7, Dr. Butter, phy- 
rician at Derby, dr^ik tea with us; and it was 
■ettied that Dr. Johnson and I should go on Friday 
and dine with him. Johnson said, " I'm glad of 
this." He seemed weary (^ the uniformity of life at 
Dr. Taylor's. 

Talkmg of bie^;raphy, I said, in writing a li&, a 
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man'a peculiarities should be raent^lHled, because th^j 
mark nis character. Johnson. "Sir, tliere is no 
doubt as to peculiarities: the question is, whether a 
man's vices should be mentioned ; for instance, whe- 
ther it ^ould be luentioned that Addison and Pamell 
ilrank too freely; for people will probably more easily 
indulge in drinlnng from knowing this ; so that more 
ill may be done by the example, than good by telling 
the whole truth." Hare was an instance of his vary- 
ing from himself in ta}k; for when Lord Hailea and 
he sat one morning calmly conversing in- my house at 
Edinburgh, I well remember that Dr. Johnson main- 
tained, that " If a man is to write A Fanegyriclt, he 
may keep vices out of sight; but if he professes to 
write A Lifr, he must represent it really as it was :" 
■nd when I ejected to the duiger of telling that 
Pamell drank to excess, he siud, that "it would pnv 
dttce an instructire caution to avoid drinking, when 
it was seen, that even the learning and genius of 
Punril could be debased by it." And in the He- 
brides he maintained, as appears frtan my " Journal," ' 
thataman's intimate friend should mention his &.ults, 
if he writes his life. 

He had this evening, partly, I suppose, frwn the 
spirit of contradiction to his Whig mend, a violent 
argument with Dr. Taylor, as to the inclinations of 
the people of England at this tiihe towards the Royal 
Family of Stuart. He grew so outrageous as to say, 
" that, if En^nd were ^riy polled, the present 
King would be sent awav to-nigfat, and his adherents 
hanged to-morrow." Taylor, who was as violent a 
Whig as Johnson vas a Tory, was roused by this to 
a pitch of bellowing. He denied, loudly, what John- 
son said ; and maintained, that there was an abhor- 
rence against the Stuart family, though he admitted 

1 JoanialtifjtTourlotheUebiidn,SdBdil.F.24<>. - 
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that tlie peo^ were not mueh attached to tlie present 
King. ' Johnson. " Sir, the state of the country is 
this: the peeple kaoiring it to be agreed on ai\ bands 
that this King has not the hereditary right to the 
crowD, and there being- no hope that he who has it 
can be .restored, have grown cold and indifferent upon 
the subject of lo\^ty, and have no warm attachment 
to any King. They would not, therefore, rislt any- 
thing to restore the exiled famiJy, They would not 
give twenty shillings a piece to bring it about. But 
if a mere vote could do >t, there would be twenty ta 
ene; at least, there would be a very great majority of 
voices for it. For, sir, you are to consider, that all 
those who think a King has a right to his crown, as 
a man has to his estate, which is the just opinion, 
would be for restoring the King who certiunly has 
the hereditary right, could he be trusted with it ; in' 
which tbwe would be no danger now, when laws and 
every thing else are so much advanced : and every 
King will govern by the laws. And you must also 
consider, sir, that there is nothing on the other side 
to oppose to this; for it ia not uleged by any one 
diat the present £anily has any inherent right: so. 
that the Whigs could not have a contest between two 

Dr. Taylor admitted, that if the question as to he- 
rcditary right were to be tried by a poll of the people 
of England, to be sure the abstract doctrine would be 
given in fiivour of the family of Stuart ; but he said, 
the conduct of that family, which occasioned tlieir 
expulsion, was so fresh in the minds of the people, 

1 Dr. TofJar «u very leody to make thi* admurion, because 
&t panj with which he wu connected waa not in poTcr. Thete 
vaa thai some truth in it, owinj^ to the pertjnadty of bcdous da- - 
moui. Had he lived till now, it would have b«en impoesilile Tor 
him to deny that bit Majesty poKewn the wannest attktioii of hit 
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that tbey would not vote for s restoration. Dr. 
Jolinson, I thmk, waa cootented witii the adnusson 
aa to the hereditary right, leaving the orisinal pwnt 
in dispute, vit. what the people upon the whole would 
do, taloDg in right and affection ; for he said, nettle 
were afraid of a chan^, even though ther think it 
right. Dr. Taylor said something of uie eli^t 
fouudatiou of the hereditary ri^t of the house of 
Stuart. " Sir (aiud Johnson), the house of Stuart 
succeeded to the full right of both the houses of York 
and Lancaster, whose common source had the un- 
disputed right. A right to a throne is like a right 
to any thing else. Foesessioo is sufficient, where do 
better right can be shewn. This was the case witli 
the RoT^ Family of England, as it is now with the 
King 01 France : for as to the first beginning of the 
right we are in the dark." 

Thursday, September 18. Last night Dr. Johnson 
had proposed that the crystal lustre, or chandelier, in 
Dr. Taylor's large room, should be lighted up some 
time or other. Taylor said, it should be liglited 
up next night. " That will do very well (said I), 
for it b Dr. Johnson's birth-day," When we were 
in the Isle of Sky, Johnson had desired me not to 
mention his birth-day. He did not seem pleased at 
this time that I mentioned it, and said (somewhat 
Btemly) " he would not have the lustre lighted the 
next day>" 

Some ladies, who had been present yesterday when 
I mentiooed his birth.day, came to dinner to-Asy, and 
plagued him unintentionally, by wishing him joy. I 
Know not why he disliked having his birth-day men-' 
tioned, unless it were that it reminded him of his i^ 
J nearer to death, of which he had a 



proaching n 
dread. 



I mentioned to him a friend of mine who was foT- 
inorJy gloomy from low spiritSj and much distressed 
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bj the fear of death', but waa now unifbrtnly- placidj 
and CMttemplated his diasolutiou without any per- 
turbation. " Sir (said JohnsonJ, this is only a disor- 
dered imagination taking a diflerent turn." 

We talked of a collection Jseing Made of all the 
English Poeta who had published a rohune of poems. 
Johnson told me "that a Mr. Coxeter,' whom he 
knew, had gone the greatest length towards this; 
having collected, I think, about five hundred volumeB - 
of. poets whose works were little known ; but that 
upon his death Tom Osborne bought them, and thef 
were dispersed, which he thought a pity, as it was 
curious to see any serieH complete; and in every 
volume at poems something good may be found." 

He observed, that a gentleman of eminence in 
literftture had got into a bad style of poetry of late. - 
" He puts (saidae) a very common thing in a strange 
iieSB till he d<pes not know it himself, and thinlta 
other people do not know it." Bobwell. " That is 
owing to hia being so much rersant in old £ngli^ 
poetry." ■ Johnson. " What is that to the purpose, 
sir? If I say a man is drunk, and you tell me it is 
owiag to his taking much drink, the matter is not 

mended. No, sir, has taken to an odd mode. 

.for example; he'd write thus: 

' Hnmie hoax, in wilemli ecH, 

WMiing out life's evening gaj' 



Engliili Facta, by Shieb end Cibber, were prindpiUy compiledi u 
■Jicmlii liBve been mendoaed in a foioieT ptg^ See p. 223 ssd 22t 
of thii Tolume. Mr. Caulei »u bred U, Trinity College, Oxford, 
■od died in Jiondon, Apiil 17, 1747. in >>>■ fifty-"'"^ J*"- ^ 
particular hccoubI nf him may be found in " Tile Gentlenun'l 
JUaguine" fin 1781, ^ \73. H.| 
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Graif evening is tmiimoa enough ,- bat evenitig gray 
he'd think fine.— ^tay; — we'll m^ out the atauza,: 

*'Hennit houj in Bolonii cdl, 

WNiing mt Kfb^ erening gn^ t 
Smite tl^ boKxn, nge, and tcD, 

What ii tdiM P uul wMcb the w^ P'" 

BoEWELL. " But why smite his bosom, air?" Johh- 
RON, " Why to shew he was in earnest," (smiling).—' 
He at au after period added the following stanza : 

" Thai I spoke ; and speakilig ngh'd ; 

— Scaict lepnn'd Ibe Btarting tear ; — 
What the BniEag lage nplf '<! — 

— CoiDi, m; lad, and drink nxnebcei.'" 

I cannot help thinking the first stanza very good 
•olemu poetiy, as also the first three lines of the 
■econd. Its last line is an excellent burlesque 



I Ai Bome of mf mden nisj be gniified bv reading tbe [so- 
gren of ihii little eanpoailiaii, I fbsU insert it &cm my notes. 
" When Dr. Johnaon and J were nttiiiK tite-i-tite at (he Mhte 
UTem, Mur 9, I778, he said ' WTiert is blia&,' ooold be better. 
Be then adoed a ludicroua stsnoi, but mmld not repeat it, lest I 
diould take it dcrwD. It wag someiriiat «« follows ; Uiclaitlinel 
Wn tan J remsnber : 

' While I thua cried* 

* Tbe hoBi7 Tiplj'd, 

Come, mji lad, asd diink aome bea.' 

" la apriog, 1779, vhen io better bumour, he made tbe Mcond 

Mania, as in the taiu There was only one TariatJoa aflenraidi 



line, and w dtaciibe die hermit in hia pleasantiy. 
ru7wel]plcucd thati dnuld pieaerrB it." 
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surprise on gloomy aentimeatal inquirers. And, 
perKaps, the advice is as good as can be giren to 
» low-rspirited dissatisfied being :— " Don't trouble 
your head with sickly 'thinking: take a cap, and 
be merry." . 
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